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(1st Group, 2nd Session) 

  

NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY  SECRETARIAT 

 

———— 

 

“QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS AND THEIR REPLIES” 

 

to be asked at a sitting of the National Assembly to be held on 

 

Monday, the 1st April, 2024 

 

 

1. Admissibility is being reconsidered.  
  

 

2. *Sardar Rashid Akbar Khan 

 

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training 

be pleased to state: 

 

     (a)  the detail of criteria fixed for the appointment of Vice- 

Chancellors of the Universities in Islamabad; 

 

    (b) the names of Universities where Vice-Chancellors are not 

available so far; and 

 

    (c) the names of the Universities where in appointment of Vice- 

Chancellors are not made on permanent basis? 

 

 Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training  

(Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui): (a) The detail of criteria fixed for the 

appointment of Vice-Chancellors/Rectors of the Universities in Islamabad 

(i.e. federally chartered universities) is laid down in the respective 

Acts/Ordinances of the Universities. 

 

  The HEC has also prescribed “Guidelines for Selection of the 

Rector/Vice-Chancellor”, and a copy thereof is attached as Annex-I. 
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 (b) There are 05 federally chartered universities, where the Vice-

Chancellors/Rectors are not available (i.e. the posts are being officiated on 

Acting Charge Basis). The names of the same are reflected in a table and 

attached as Annex-II. 
 

 (c) Same response as given against Sr. # b above. 
 

(Annexures have been placed in the National Assembly Library) 
 

 

3. *Ms. Aliya Kamran 
 

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training 

be pleased to state: 
 

 (a) whether the Federal Directorate of Education, Islamabad, 

has taken cognizance of the fact that several schools under 

their administrative control have deliberately stopped to send 

admissions of students to the Federal Board of Intermediate 

and Secondary Education, Islamabad, within the dates fixed 

by the board for their respective examinations; 
 

 (b) if so, the school-wise details of the students whose admissions 

were sent late during the last two years, especially for the 9th 

and 10th examinations; 
 

 (c)  it is not only amounts to additional burden on the students 

but also shows negligence on the part of the management of 

such schools; 
 

 (d) if so, what steps have been taken by the Government to make 

the management of such schools accountable and ensure 

timely admissions of such students in each board 

examinations? 
  

Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training  

(Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui): (a) It is not a fact. Since, FDE 

ensures to send admission of all students to FBISE within the dates given 
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by the board for their respective examinations to avoid any kind of 

additional burden on students. 

 

 (b), (c) & (d)   As stated above. 

 

 

4. *Ms. Rana Ansar 
 

Will the Minister for Aviation be pleased to state: 

 

 (a)  the total amount of domestic and foreign loans outstanding 

against the Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) at present; 

and 

 

 (b)  the purpose of obtaining the said loans by PIA and the 

progress made thereon? 
 

 

Ministry for Aviation (Khawaja Muhammad Asif): (a) PKR 

429.2 billion is outstanding owing to banks and GoP loans as on 30th 

September, 2023, detail of which is as under:— 

 

Bank loans 
PKR (241.704 + 26.504) billion 

= PKR 268.2 billion 

GOP Loan PKR 161.067 billion 

Total PKR 429.267 billion 

 

(b) PIA obtained these loans to deal with cash flow constraints 

and to induct aircraft, engines and procure spares for the sustenance of 

operational requirements. 

 

 

5. *Ms. Nikhat Shakeel Khan 
 

Will the Minister for Aviation be pleased to state: 
 

 (a)  whether it is a fact that New Islamabad International Airport 

has not been named after any recognized personality; 
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 (b) if so, is there any proposal under consideration to re-name 

the airport with the name of Khan Liaqat Ali Khan, the first 

Prime Minister of Pakistan by recognizing his services to the 

nation; 

 
 (c)  if so, when it will be actualized; 

 
 (d)  if not, the reasons thereof? 

 

 

Ministry for Aviation (Khawaja Muhammad Asif):  (a)  New 

Islamabad International Airport has not been named to any recognized 

personality. The name of Islamabad International Airport was formally 

declared by Cabinet Division Memorandum dated 7th March, 2018 

(Annexure-A). 

 
(b) Presently there have no proposal under consideration to 

name the Islamabad International Airport after that the Prime Minister of 

the country, Liaquat Ali Khan in view of his rendered services for the 

creation of Pakistan. However, before the operationalization of IIAP 

Islamabad Cabinet Secretariat Aviation Division vide letter No. 6-12/84-

P&D dated 3rd February, 2017 had forwarded a copy of Prime Minister‟s 

office Islamabad letter No. 378/M/SPM/2017 dated 1st February, 2017 

wherein it had been directed to PCAA to carry out a consultative exercise 

and initiate a summary for the cabinet proposing possible names that can 

be given to new IIAP Islamabad. Accordingly, the PCAA had forwarded 

the summary to Aviation Division vide letter of even number dated 9th 

February, 2017 wherein the name of Liaquat Ali Khan International 

Airport was among the following names which were proposed to be 

named for the airport (Annexure-B, C & D). 

 
(c) PCAA is an autonomous body functioning under the 

administrative control of Aviation Division and is bound to follow the 

decision of Aviation Division regarding any proposal under consideration 

or otherwise. 
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(d) Same as above (c) 

 

(Annexures have been placed in the National Assembly Library) 

 

  

6. *Mr. Jam Abdul Karim Bijar 

 

Will the Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety be 

pleased to state: 

 

 (a) whether it is a fact that the names of those widows throughout 

the country and especially those who are belonging to the 

South Punjab and Sindh their houses were destroyed partially 

or completely during the devastated rains in the year, 2022 

they have been struck out from the poverty survey list and first 

installment had been issued by the Government for the 

restoration and construction of their houses; 

 

 (b) whether it is also a fact that such amount was credited in their 

said account in which they used to receive financial 

assistance earlier; and 

 

 (c) if so, the time by which the names of the said widows will be 

re-included in the aforesaid survey? 
 

 

 Transfer to Prime Minister‟s office for answer to next Rota Day. 
 

  

7. *Ms. Nikhat Shakeel Khan 

 
Will the Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) whether it is a fact that Pakistan is one of most climate 

change affected country; 

 

 (b)  what steps are being taken by the Government with the 

collaboration of Provincial Governments to manage the worst 

effects of climate change; and 
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 (c) the details of steps taken earlier by the Government 

effectively? 
 

 

Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination:   (a)   Yes, it is indeed a fact that Pakistan is one of the 

most climate change-affected country. Pakistan finds itself at the forefront 

of the climate crisis. According to the German Watch; Global Climate 

Risk Index, 2021 Pakistan is the eighth most climate-vulnerable country in 

the world. Projections indicate that the average temperature over Pakistan 

will further increase at a pace faster than that of the average global 

temperature. Escalating temperatures, erratic precipitation patterns, and 

augmented occurrences of extreme weather phenomena have intensified 

environmental perils, notably within the agricultural domain, water 

resources management, and urban infrastructure. A single event of 2022 

floods inflicted a loss and damage of approximately USD 30 billion to the 

economy. 

 

(b) To address and manage the worst effects of climate change, 

the MoCC has been working at both legal and policy levels, and 

collaborating/coordinating with the provinces to ensure that their 

policies/plans are synchronized as well. The Ministry of Climate Change 

and Environmental Coordination has developed a comprehensive array of 

policies and plans in consultation with Provinces and other stakeholders, 

over time to address climate change challenges. After 18th Amendment 

and in terms of Rules of Business, 1973 the functions of MoCC&EC 

include national policies and plans, coordination, monitoring, and 

implementation of environmental agreements; while on ground 

implementation rests with the Provincial Governments. A glimpse of 

National Climate Policies and Plans is as follows: 

 

 i. National Climate Change Policy 

 

 ii. Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC) 

 

 iii. National Adaptation Plan 

 

 iv. National Electrical Vehicle (EV) Policy 
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 v. National Clean Air Policy 

 

 vi. Carbon Market Policy Guidelines (Draft) 

 

 vii. Hazardous Waste Management Policy 

 

 viii. Pakistan‟s Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (BSAP) 

 

(c) In order to effectively implement the comprehensive set of 

policies and plans aimed at addressing climate change challenges, a multi-

pronged strategy has been adopted. Below are details of key initiatives and 

projects undertaken by the Government to translate policy objectives into 

actionable measures on the ground: 

 i. Living Indus Initiative: A comprehensive effort to restore 

the ecological health of Pakistan‟s vulnerable Indus River 

basin, severely impacted by climate change. 

 

 ii. Recharge Pakistan: This project will build Pakistan‟s 

climate resilience and water security through cost-effective 

ecosystem-based adaptation. 

 

 iii. GLOF-II: The Project operates in Gilgit-Baltistan and 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, addressing the threat of glacial lake 

outbursts due to melting glaciers. 

 

 iv. Snow Leopard Conservation in Pakistan: The initiative has 

increased snow leopard sightings and developed Management 

Plans for key landscapes. 

 

 v. Upscaling of Green Pakistan Program: The project aims to 

foster an environmentally resilient Pakistan by integrating 

adaptation and mitigation efforts through afforestation and 

biodiversity conservation. 

 

 vi. Capacity Building on Water Quality Monitoring and SDG 

6 Reporting: The project aims to upgrade water quality 

infrastructure and enhance monitoring and reporting systems 

in Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP). 

 



8 

 vii. EV Infrastructure: Both the MoCC & EC and major car 

manufacturers are actively promoting the adoption of EVs, 

necessitating the establishment of a robust EV charging 

infrastructure. 

 

 viii. Brick Kilns Zig-Zag Technology: The initiative aims to 

mitigate the environmental impact of brick kilns; achieving 

100% kiln conversion in ICT. 

 

 ix. CITES Category I Status: This status has been achieved 

through effective regulation of international trade of 

endangered species. 

 

 x. Biosafety Clearing House: This initiative encompasses 

systematic and scientific evaluation of requests for import of 

commodities and items requiring consideration of biosafety. 

 

 xi. Pakistan GCF Portfolio: Pakistan‟s share in the United 

Nations‟ Green Climate Fund (GCF) grants portfolio has 

reached USD 249 million. 

 

  

8. *Syeda Shehla Raza 

 

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training 

be pleased to state the steps being taken by the Government to 

review the syllabus and increase the productivity of students in 

higher educational institutions during the last five years? 
 

 

Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training  

(Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui):  In the last five years, HEC has 

developed curricula for degree programs in the following disciplines in 

collaboration with the relevant accreditation / professional councils: 

 

1. Electrical Engineering Technology 

 

2. Textile Engineering Technology 

 

3. Biomedical Engineering Technology 
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4. Electronics Engineering Technology 

 

5. Chemical Engineering Technology 

 

6. Petroleum and Gas Engineering Technology 

 

7. Energy Engineering Technology 

 

8. Garment Engineering Technology 

 

9. Industrial Engineering Technology 

 

10. Architectural Engineering Technology 

 

11. Mechatronics Engineering Technology 

 

12. Automotive Engineering Technology 

 

13. Agro Industrial Engineering Technology 

 

14. Civil Engineering Technology 

 

15. Computer Engineering Technology 

 

16. Mechanical Engineering Technology 

 

17. Information Security Engineering Technology 

 

18. Nursing 

 

19. Midwifery 

 

20. Computer Science 

 

21. Software Engineering 

 

22. Artificial Intelligence 

 

23. Data Science 
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24. Cyber Security 

 
25. Bioinformatics 

 
26. Information Systems 

 
27. Multimedia and Gaming 

 
28. Information Technology 

 
29. Computer Engineering 

 
30. Aerospace Engineering 

 
31. Agricultural Engineering 

 
32. Automotive Engineering 

 

33. Avionics Engineering 

 

34. Building & Architectural Engineering 

 

35. Computer Engineering 

 

36. Geoinformatics Engineering 

 

37. Geological Engineering 

 

38. Polymer Engineering 

 

39. Software Engineering 

 

40. Telecommunication Engineering 

 

41. Textile Engineering 

 

42. Transportation Engineering 
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Moreover, HEC has issued the Undergraduate Education Policy V 

1.1 in 2023. The policy encompasses mandatory provisions designed to 

enhance student productivity through tertiary education. These provisions 

include compulsory courses covering quantitative reasoning, language 

proficiency, community engagement, entrepreneurship, digital and ICT 

literacy. Mandatory field experience and capstone requirements are also 

integrated in the scheme of study of all undergraduate degree programs to 

further enrich students‟ learning experiences and prepare them for the 

demands of the workforce. 

 

 

9. *Mr. Riaz Khan Fatyana 

 

Will the Minister In-charge of the Cabinet Division be pleased to 

state: 
 

  

 (a)  whether it is a fact that Tehsil Kamaliaya and Tehsil  

Pir Mahal, District Toba Tek Singh falls in the premises of 

NA-107 where mobile phone coverage is very poor due to  

un-availability of mobile phone’s company towers therein; 

 

 (b)  whether it is also a fact that a large number of applications 

have been sent to the PTA from aforesaid areas in 2021 on 

that issue; if so, the status of implementation thereupon; and 

 

 (c) the time by which the said area will be included in mobile 

phone coverage perfectly? 

 
 

Minister In-charge of the Cabinet Divison:  (a)   Both Tehsils 

Kamalia and Pir Mahal are adequately covered by all Cellular Mobile 

Operators (CMOs). 

 

Currently a total of 91 mobile phone towers/sites of all CMOs are 

installed each at Kamalia and Pir Mahal, detail is as below: 

 
 

Operator Kamalia Pir Mahal 

Jazz 22 25 

Telenor 28 27 



12 

Operator Kamalia Pir Mahal 

Ufone 14 10 

ZonG 27 29 

Total 91 91 

 

 

(b) A total of thirty (30) complaints were registered from 

Tehsil Kamalia and only one (01) complaint from Tehsil Pir Mahal during 

2021 through PTA‟s Complaint Management System (CMS) regarding 

Quality of Service (QoS). The same were successfully addressed by 

Cellular Mobile Operators (CMOs) by taking required remedial measures.  

 

Additionally, a complaint was also received from Mr. Riaz Khan 

Fatyana, MNA regarding QoS issue at 12 x locations of Kmalia and  

Pir Mahal. A QoS survey was carried out at all provided locations during 

September 2021. Necessary on spot as well as post-survey optimization 

was performed by CMOs wherever possible upto maximum possible 

extent.   

 

(c) Both the Tehsils (Kamalia & Pir Mahal) are covered in 

terms of provision of mobile phone services. 

 

However, to further improve the QoS, a total of 25 new sites have 

been installed during last 3 x years while 31 sites have been up-graded 

from 2G to 4G Technology by CMOs as given below: 

 

Operator 

New Sites installed Sites Up-graded 

Kamalia Pir Mahal Kamalia Pir Mahal 

Jazz 2 3 8 9 

Telenor 2 2 4 3 

Ufone 3 4 4 3 

ZonG 4 5 - - 

Total 11 14 16 15 
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However, complaint pertaining to any specific area may be raised 

for on-ground survey and subsequent action. 
 

  

10. *Mr. Tahir Iqbal 

 

Will the Minister for Aviation be pleased to state the detail of the 

national and international airlines operating in the country at 

present alongwith the names of airports (partially or completely) 

have been outsourced to the foreign institutions? 

  

Minister for Aviation (Khawaja Muhammad Asif):   

 

 Following are the National airlines operating in Pakistan and 

their detail is placed at Annex-A: 

 

i. Serena Air Pvt Ltd. 

 

ii. Air Blue 

 

iii. Fly Jinnah 

 

iv. Air Sial 

 

v. PIA 

 

 Detail of Foreign airlines operating in Pakistan along with 

number of weekly flights is placed at Annex-B. 

 

 The is no airports has been partially or completely outsourced 

to any foreign institution at present. However, the government 

is making efforts to outsourced Islamabad international Airport 

(IIAP) in first phase. The detail of outsourcing is placed at 

Annex-C 

 

(Annexures have been placed in the National Assembly) 
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11. *Ms. Sharmila Sahiba Faruqui Hashaam  

 

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training 

be pleased to state the objectives and details of the project started 

for modernization and standardization of examination system in all 

Schools/Colleges at Islamabad? 
  

Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training  

(Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui): (a)   A PC-1 titled “Modernization and 

Standardization of Examination System” of Federal Board of Intermediate 

and Secondary Education (FBISE) amounting to Rs. 49,996,000/- (Rupees 

forty nine million nine hundred ninety six thousand only) for the financial 

years 2015-16 & 2016-17 was approved by DDWP on 02-12-2014. 

 

The following were objectives of the said project: 

 

(a) Establishment of Quality Enhancement Cell for capacity 

building of various stakeholders (defining competencies/ 

learning outcomes for different courses, training of teachers, 

paper setters, examination supervisory and assessment staff to 

design valid and reliable tests/levels of cognition/application 

of latest assessment tools, etc.) to adapt for competency based 

examinations. 

 

(b) Monitoring, control and academic audit of affiliated 

institutions using GIS mapping, IT based students‟ feedback 

mechanism for continuous corrective measures. 

 

(c) Complete automation of FBISE system using integrated 

approach for prompt and direct interaction with different 

stakeholders to render various services in effective and 

transparent manners for safe, secure and reliable pre and post 

examination processes. 

 

(d) Review of functions/processes/rules of sister examination 

boards within country, interactive discussions through 

seminars and workshops for consistency in standardization of 
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tests, conditions for administering, scoring procedures and 

interpretations, etc. 

 

FBISE successfully completed all the assigned activities of the 

project as per approved PC-I. However, component of training and 

capacity building was extended further within already allocated budget for 

this project upto 30th June, 2018 to utilize the savings. 

 

PC-IV Proforma (Project Completion Report) and PC-V Proforma 

(Annual Performance report after completion) were also submitted 

(Annexure-I) 

 

 (Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library) 

 

 

12. *Syed Rafiullah 

 

Will the Minister for Aviation be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) the details of annual expenditure and income alongwith 

the positive and negative changes in expenses and income 

observed in PIA during the last three years; 

 

 (b) the major areas that caused loses the most; 

 

 (c) whether it is a fact that PIAs flight operations have  been 

severely affected, and delays in its flights have become the 

norm in recent times; 

 

 (d)  if so, the details of losses, exclusively, due to cancellation 

and delay of flights during the said period; 

 

 (e)  whether it is also a fact that in recent years, despite reforms 

in PIA, it has neither made it a profitable institution nor 

improved its operations; 

 

 (f)  if so, the reasons of the above counts; and 
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 (g) what steps are being taken by the Government to develop PIA 

on modern lines as per international standards and how will 

these steps bring the change in it? 
 

 

Minister for Aviation (Khawaja Muhammad Asif): (a)   

 

„PKR‟ 

 
2023 (Jan- Sep) 2022 2021 2020 

Revenue 186,449,413 172,038,132 86,185,394 94,989,391 

Operating 
Expense 

(176,506,028) (183,354,243) (101,212,425) (95,669,705) 

Operational 

Loss/Profit 
9,943,385 (11,316,111) (15,027,031) (680,314) 

Finance Cost (58,289,224) (49,971,137) (27,390,283) (29,724,512) 

Exchange 

Loss 
(25,973,844) (25,229,810) (7,346,434) (4,948,847) 

Taxation (1,435,362) (1,491,359) (337,743) (710,862) 

Net Loss (75,755,045) (88,008,417) (50,101,491) (34,643,811) 

Operating 

Loss / 

Revenue 

+5% -7% -17% -1% 

Total/ 

Revenue 
-41% -51% -58% -36% 

Remarks 

operator has been 
reconfigured an 

NOC plus to fully 

recover the 
operating cost 

thereby seeing an 

operating profit of 
PKR 9.0 billion after 

a gap of 14 years. 

In FY 2022, the 
revenue is increased 

due to starting of 

new routes such as 
Baku while the high 

operational cost was 

mainly due to the 
high fuel 

consumption and its 

related charges. 

The net loss is 

increased 

significantly due to 
the increase in 

exchange loss by 

1.62 times in 2022 

as PKR is devalued 

significantly against 

US$ in the financial 
year coupled with 

the payments of 

significant financial 
charges 

The post COVID-19 
and EASA ban 

impact continued to 

prevail in the year 
2021 whereas 

PIACL started 

several new routes 
such as Najaf, 

Damascus, etc. 

which resulted in 
increase in revenue. 

The Hajj & Umra 

Operations were also 
restored which 

increased the 

revenue. While high 
fuel costs and 

finance 

costs resulted in 
continued net losses 

The revenue was 
decreased in the 

FY2020 as there were 

less no. of flights 
(low volume of 

operations) due to the 

impact of COVID-1 
coupled with a ban 

imposed by European 

Union Aviation 
Safety Agency 

(EASA) which also 

resulted decreased net 
loss 
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(b)  

 
1. Finance Cost 

 

2. Exchange Gain / (Loss) 

 

3. Increase in fuel price 

 

4. Increase in KIBOR rate 

 

(c) PIA is facing severe cashflow challenges, which in turn 

affected its regularity and punctuality due to fleet constraint. Despite the 

above, robust attempts are made to avoid delays. In case of delays, it is 

ensured to work timely announcement for the passengers. 

 

(d) The details of such losses cannot be determined as such. 

The loss of a flight is taken on its operation. PIA cancelled number of 

flights due to fleet constraints. However, it is also worth mentioning that 

PIA conducts route diagnostic labs and only those flights are operated 

which are making profit. 

 

(e) PIA has taken certain steps to improve its losses by 

conducting route diagnostic labs and resultantly since October 2022, PIA‟s 

operation is in operating profit. Only those flights are operated on routes 

which meet the cost of operation. 

 

(f) Operational/local turned amount has been achieved and 

with ongoing privatization, PIACL will become a commercial viable self-

sustained entity. 

 

 

(g) To overcome the ongoing challenges of financial 

constraints and operation, GoP has decided to undertake divestment 

process. The process is underway and expected to be completed by June 

2024 as per Government directives. 
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13. *Ms. Zartaj Gul 

 

Will the Minister for Climate Change and Environmental 

Coordination be pleased to state: 

    

 (a)  the details of the plantation drive, plantation sites, targets 

and achievements of the Government regarding starting of 

plantation drive since April, 2022; and 

  

 (b) what is the current status of ten billion tree tsunami project? 

  

Minister for Climate Change and Environmental Coordination: 

(a)  Every year, the plantation drives are launched by the Government 

under the Upscaling of Green Pakistan Programme (UGPP) through the 

executing agencies (i.e. Provincial Forest Departments). Since April 2022 

(Spring 2022), 418.46 million plants have been planted/regenerated/ 

distributed on 8068 sites against the target of 853.01 million plants across 

the country. 

 

However, against the PC-I target of 3296 million plants, a 

cumulative total of 2120.9 million plants (64%) have been 

planted/regenerated/distributed since inception of the programme till 2nd 

Quarter 2023-24. Province/Territory wise progress against the target is 

attached as Annexure-I. 

 

(b) The first phase of the Programme was concluded in June 

2023. The programme was granted one year no cost extension till June 

2024. On the recommendation of the independent Third Party Monitoring 

Consortium, it has been decided to revise the programme through a 

modified PC-I, title “Upscaling of Green Pakistan Programme (Revised) 

for the next four years (2024-2028)”. 

 

The scope of the programme has also been broadened in the 

modified phase by including carbon financing mechanism through 

facilitation of carbon project development, scientific assessment of natural 

resources, livelihood creation for local communities and overall 

biodiversity conservation in addition to the original objectives of 

plantation, regeneration and plants distribution.  
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14. *Syeda Shehla Raza 

 

Will the Minister In-charge of the Establishment Division be 

pleased to state: 

 

 (a) details of the names and place of domicile of the Federal 

Secretaries serving at present; and 

 

 (b) whether any quota has been reserved for the provinces with 

regard to posting/appointment of the said secretaries, if so, 

the details thereof? 

 
 

Minister In-charge of the Establishment Division:  (a)   
 

S. No. Ministry/Division 
Name/Service Group of Secretary/Acting 

Secretary/ Additional Secretary (Incharge) 
Domicile 

1. Aviation Division Cap (R) Saif Anjum (PAS/BS-22) Punjab 

2. Cabinet Division Mr. Kamran Ali Afzal (PAS/BS-22) Punjab 

3. Commerce Division 
Capt. (Retd) Muhammad Khurram Agha 
(PAS/BS-22) 

Punjab 

4. 
Communications 

Division 

Vacant 

Look after charge of the post of Secretary 

assigned to Mr. Ali Sher Mahsud, posted as Spl. 

Secretary, Communication Division w.e.f.  
02-11-2023 

KPK 

5. Defence Division 
Lieutenant General (Retired) Hamood Uz Zaman 

Khan, HI(M) 
Punjab 

6. Defence Production Division. 
Lieutenant General (Retired) Muhammad 

Chiragh Haider Hilal-e-Imtiaz (Military) FF 
Punjab 

7. Economic Affairs Division Dr. Kazim Niaz, (PAS/BS-22) KPK 

8. 
Federal Education and 

Professional Training Division 

Mr. Waseem Ajmal Chaudhry (PAS/BS-21) 

(Additional Secretary (In-charge) 
Punjab 

9. Establishment Division Mr. Inamullah Khan Dharejo (PAS/BS-22) Sindh (Rural) 

10. Finance Division Mr. Imdadullah Bosal (PAS/BS-22) Punjab 

11. Foreign Affairs Division Mr. Muhammad Syrus Sajjad Qazi (BS-22/FSP) Punjab 

12. Housing & Works Division Dr. Shahzad Khan Bangash (PAS/BS-22) KPK 

13. Human Rights Division Mr. Allah Dino Khawaja (PSP/BS-22) Sindh (Urban) 
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S. No. Ministry/Division 
Name/Service Group of Secretary/Acting 

Secretary/ Additional Secretary (Incharge) 
Domicile 

14. 
Information and 

Broadcasting Division. 
Ms. Shahera Shahid (IG/BS-22) Punjab 

15. 
Information Technology and 
Telecom Division 

Mr. Hassan Nasir Jamy (PAS/BS-22) Punjab 

16. Interior Division Aftab Akbar Durrani (PAS/BS-22) KPK 

17. 
Inter Provincial 

Coordination Division 
Dr. Nadeem Irshad Kayani (PAS/BS-22) Punjab 

18. 
Kashmir Affairs and 

Gilgit-Baltistan Division 
Mr. Jawwad Rafique Malik (PAS/BS-22) Punjab 

19. Law and Justice Division 

Raja Naeem Akbar (Sr. Consultant) Addl. 
Charge of the post already assigned to him has 

been extended for a further period of six months 
w.e.f. 08-02-2024. 

Punjab 

20. Maritime Affairs Division Dr. Iram Anjum Khan (PA&AS/BS-22) Punjab 

21. 
National Food Security & 
Research Division 

Vacant 

Current charge of the post assigned to Capt. (R) 

Muhammad Asif (PAS/BS-21) Addl. Secretary, 
NFS&R Division w.e.f. 25-01-2024 

Punjab 

22. 
National Health Services. 
Regulations & Co-ordination 

Division 

Mr. Iftikhar Ali Shallwani (PAS/BS-22) Sindh (Urban) 

23. Narcotics Control Division Cap (R) Munir Azam (PAS/BS-22) KPK 

24. 
National Heritage and Culture 
Division 

Ms. Humaira Ahmad (PAS/BS-22) Punjab 

25. National Security Division Mr. Waqar Ahmed (SG/BS-22) Punjab 

26. 
Overseas Pakistanis and Human 
Resources Development 

Division 

Dr. Arshad Mahmood (PAS/BS-22) Punjab 

27. Petroleum Division 
Mr. Momin Agha (PAS/BS-21) Additional 
Secretary (Incharge) 

Sindh (Rural) 

28. 
Planning Development and 
Special Initiatives 

Mr. Awais Manzur Sumra (PAS/BS-22) Punjab 

29. Privatization Division Mr. Jawad Paul (PAS/BS-22) Punjab 

30. 
Poverty Alleviation and Social 
Safety Division 

Mr. Yusuf Khan (PAS/BS-22) Punjab 

31. Power Division 
Mr. Rashid Mahmood (PAS/BS-21) (u/s-10 of 

CSA, 1973) 
Punjab 

32. Railways Division 
Syed Mazhar Ali Shah, (RCTG/BS-21) 

Additional Secretary (Incharge) 
KPK 

33. 
Religious Affairs and Inter-Faith 

Harmony Division 

Vacant 

Current charge of the post of Secretary assigned 

to Syed Atta ur Rehman (BS- 21/PAS), has been 
extended for a further period of three months 

w.e.f. 30.01.2024 

KPK 
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S. No. Ministry/Division 
Name/Service Group of Secretary/Acting 

Secretary/ Additional Secretary (Incharge) 
Domicile 

34. Revenue Division 

Vacant 

Additional charge of the post of Secretary 

assigned to Malik Amjad Zubair Tiwana  

(BS- 21/IRS), presently posted as Chairman of 
the FBR, has been extended for a further period 

of three months, effective from 01.02.2024. 

Punjab 

35. Science & Technology Division 
Mr. Ali Tahir, (BS-21/PAS) Additional Secretary 
(Incharge) 

Punjab 

36. 
States & Frontier Regions 

Division 
Ms. Naheed S. Durrani (BS-22/PAS) Sindh (Rural) 

37. Water Resources Division Syed Ali Murtaza (PAS/BS-22) Punjab 

38. 
Secretary, to the President of 
Pakistan 

Mr. Muhammad Shakeel Malik (SG/BS-22) Punjab 

 

 
(b) It is stated that no quota has been reserved for the provinces 

with regard to posting/appointment of federal secretaries. 
 

 

15. *Mr. Riaz Khan Fatyana 

 

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training 

be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) when the budget of Pakistan’s Public Sector Universities will 

be enhanced; 

 

 (b) whether any time frame would be given by Higher Education 

Commission (HEC), for completion of NOC to process for 

setting up a University or an institute in the private sector; 

 

 (c) the time by which institutes for the training of University 

teachers at the Federal level will be established; and 

 

 (d) the time by which steps would be taken to deal with the issues 

regarding shortage of University’s teachers and enhancement 

of their salaries? 
  

Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training 

(Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui): (a)  According to the mandate of HEC 

enunciated under Section 10 (g) and (h) of the Ordinance No. LIII of 2002 
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[relevant extract at Annex-I], HEC submits annual recurring demand of 

the public sector universities/HEIs (both federal and provincial) to the 

federal government. The recurring demand is assessed and rationalized 

through a Joint Budgetary Assessment Committee comprising of senior-

level representation from HEC, M/o Finance, the Government of Pakistan 

and respective provincial Governments, and budgets are then released to 

universities as per the allocation. The allocation of funds by the Federal 

Government to universities since FYs 2018-19 is stagnant at a level of  

Rs. 65 billion owing to which the gap between demand and allocation has 

drastically increased from 21 % in 2018-19 to 45 % in 2023-24. 

 

In the current financial situation, the SIFC decision dated  

16-11-2023 (Annex-II) of reduction in federal allocation to provincial 

universities by Rs. 24 billion poses a severe threat to the survival of the 

public sector HEIs. Accordingly, and in the best interest of youth and the 

socio-economic development of the country, it has become imperative that 

the federal and provincial Governments be sensitized to enhance the level 

of funding to the universities to an adequate level. 

 

The annual recurring demand for FY 2024-25 for public sector 

universities has been submitted to the federal government at an outlay of 

Rs. 125 billion and any increase in the HEC allocation of the public sector 

universities/institutions shall be contingent upon withdrawal of SIFC 

decision (referred above) and adequate increase in allocation by the 

Federal Government. In this regard, support of the National Assembly 

Forum is solicited please. 

 

(b) The establishment of a University/Degree Awarding 

Institution (DAI) is a multi-step process. It involves fulfilling the legal 

formalities as well as meeting the requirements of physical infrastructure, 

academic facilities, and financial parameters. The modus operandi for the 

establishment of a new university/DAI is enumerated below: 

 

Step-1: Accreditation and issuance of NOC from HEC as per 

Cabinet Criteria (based on satisfactory physical evaluation of any new 

proposed university/DAI) {Section 10-(1)(d) of HEC’s Ordinance 

empowers HEC to “prescribe conditions under which institutions, 

including those that are not part of the state educational system, may be 

opened and operated”}. 
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Step-2: Vetting and recommendation for grant of charter by HEC 

for the enactment of the charter by the respective legislative assembly. 

{Section 10-1(f) HEC’s Ordinance empowers HEC to “advise the Federal 

Government and the Provincial Government on proposals for granting a 

charter to award degrees in both public and private sector}. 

 

The NOC for processing of Charter is granted after the successful 

evaluation of the feasibility report and subsequent physical inspection of 

the University/lnstitute. Once the Charter has been granted to the 

University/lnstitute, HEC again visits for the grant of NOC to start 

Academic Operations or otherwise. Specifically, there is no fixed 

timeframe for the grant of NOC by HEC, and it varies from institution to 

institution depending upon meeting requirements of HEC‟s criteria for 

accreditation; however, HEC is in process of developing a web portal 

exclusively for the accreditation of Universities/lnstitutes thereby 

automating this process and ultimately minimizing the time required for 

the grant of NOC. 

 

(c) Cognizant of the fact that capacity building of university 

personnel at the tertiary education level is imperative, the Higher 

Education Commission (HEC) in the year 2003, created the Learning 

Innovation Division (LID) with the specific objective of enhancing the 

competencies of university academics/teachers and administrative 

personnel. Over the years, LID has played a pivotal role in the 

advancement of teacher training in initiatives within the Higher 

educational landscape. 

 

Acknowledged for its significant contributions to the field of 

professional development of faculty and administrators, LID underwent a 

transformative phase and evolved into the National Academy of Higher 

Education (NAHE) on June 11, 2019. 

 

NAHE is now established as a stand-alone, autonomous institution 

operating under the auspices of HEC to improve the. quality of teaching, 

research, and governance in Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) across 

Pakistan. It is envisioned as the premier institution for quality research and 

teaching related to all aspects of higher education in Pakistan. To this end, 

it aims to provide a learning environment in which faculty, staff and 

participants can collaboratively develop, critically examine, preserve, and 

share knowledge and values that constitute the discipline of education in 

its broadest sense. 
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NAHE provides multifaceted courses, workshops, and 

certifications for Higher Education faculty and staff at different stages of 

their careers. Whether general, need-based, or customized, these offerings 

will address teaching practice, research methodology, administrative and 

leadership skills, educational management, as well as socio-culturally/ 

linguistically specific topics and conventional professional development 

domains within the ambit of Higher Education. 

 

(d) HEC, in accordance with its mandate, offers universities 

minimum criteria for faculty appointments in terms of Qualification, 

Research Publications & Experience {section 10(1)(q) provide guidelines 

as regards minimum criteria and qualifications for appointment, 

promotion, salary structure in consultation with the Finance Division and 

other terms and conditions of service of faculty for adoption by individual 

Institutions and review its implementation”}, Universities, as autonomous 

entities, operate under the framework established by their respective Acts, 

rules, regulations, and guidelines. It is the responsibility of universities to 

convene regular Selection Boards to meet their faculty requirements, 

ensuring adherence to HEC‟s minimum criteria regarding qualifications, 

experience, and research publications. The salary of the faculty members 

is also set according to the university statutes and recommendations of the 

respective Finance and Planning (F&P) committees. In addition, the 

faculty members serving on BPS also get an increase in salaries as and 

when granted by the federal or provincial governments in the budgets for 

their respective government employees. 

 

HEC does not intervene in their internal administrative affairs, 

including the organization of Selection Boards for faculty and 

administrative appointments, student examinations, and the formulation of 

internal procedures and regulations. This decentralized approach allows 

universities the flexibility to manage their affairs while upholding 

academic standards set forth by HEC. 

 

However, With the emergence of challenges in both the BPS and 

TTS streams in the Universities, HEC is working to formulate a 

standardized service structure for faculty in Higher Education Institutions 

(HEIs). 
 

 

 (Annexures have been placed in the National Assembly Library) 
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16. *Ms. Rana Ansar 

 

Will the Min ister In-charge of the Establishment Division be 

pleased to state the names, designations and service 

group/department of the Government servants in BPS-17 and 

above having dual nationality indicating also the names of 

countries the nationality of which they have acquired? 

 

 

Minister In-charge of the Establishment Division: 

Establishment Division administers Pakistan Administrative Service 

(PAS), Police Service of Pakistan (PSP), Secretariat Group & Office 

Management Group (OMG). The requisite information about Government 

servants in BS-17 and above who possess dual nationality is provided in 

the Annex-I. 
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17. *Syed Rafiullah 

 

Will the Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training 

be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) whether it is a fact that the Federal Directorate of Education 

(FDE) had taken cognizance of the fact that an NGO, namely 

Development in Literacy, which had signed an agreement 

with FDE to provide teaching faculty alongwith other 

facilities in the FED-controlled schools in Islamabad, is not 

paying the minimum wages as announced by the Government 

to the teachers who were employed by the NGO; 

 

 (b)  if so, the reasons thereof; 

 

 

 (c) what corrective measures were taken by the Government to 

ensure minimum wages to such teachers keeping in view 

above facts; and 

 

 (d) how such measure can be proved to be effective? 
 

 

 

Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training  

(Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui): (a)  Yes, it is a fact that FDE signed an 

agreement (LOU) with an NGO named Development in Literacy (DIL) on 

August, 03, 2022 for the period of three years and they were bound to 

provide the teaching faculty in 50 Primary school for ECE classes along 

with other facilities i.e., TLM, Furniture, Fixture, Stationary, Worksheets, 

ECE books in ECE class rooms, etc. Moreover, DIL is paying monthly 

honorarium Rs. 27000/- Through such measures quality education is being 

improved. 

 

(b) DIL has hired ECE teachers only for 04 hours (08:00 am to 

12:00 pm) daily and paying monthly honorarium of Rs. 27000/-  

 

(c) FDE has already taken notice in this matter of honorarium 

to increase with DIL according to government policy. The organization 
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has already considered the issue and revising the honorarium as per 

government policy minimum honorarium from FY 2024-25 

 

(d) Through such measures quality education is being 

improved. 

 

 

 

 

 ISLAMABAD: TAHIR HUSSAIN, 

 The 31st March, 2024. Secretary General. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
PCPPI—630 (2024) NA—31-03-2024—450. 


