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(oRDINANCE NO. \/ OF 2026)

l,.r-''

ORDTNANCE

l. Short title and commencement'1l) This Ordinance shall be

cattea ttre Oit and Gas Regulatory Authoriry (Amendment) Ordinance' 2026'

Q) Ir shall come into force at once'

2. Amendment of section 2, Ordinance XV.! of 2002'- In the Oil

una Cui n.grturory eutt o.iry Ordinance, 2002 (XVII of 2002)' hereinafter

r.f.""a:. aI "th" said Ordinince", in section 2, for clause (ii)' the following

shall be substituted, namelY:-

' lii) "Chairman" means the person appointed as Chaimian of the

Authoriry and includes the Vice-Chairman when acting as Chairman or

the Civil Servant to rvborn the addirional charge ofthe post of Chairman

is assigned;"

' 3. Amentlment of scction 3, Ordinance XVII qf 2002'- In the said

Ordinaoce, in section 3, in suli-section (8), in clause (a)' for the semi colon' at

th" 
"nd, " 

colon shall be substiruted and thereafter 616 fellosring proviso shall be

inserted, namelY:-

"Proiided that in case the post of Chairmah is vacant for the time bcing'

the Federal Gol'ernment may u,sig' thc additional charge of the posl of

Chairman to a civil servant oiBS-2I or above, *nu 1' o1ftenvise eligiblc for the

;;;;;;; it ;t, posled in the Petroleurn Divisionrat'thc relevant time' for a period

ii tf,r". *ontt, or unlil the afpointinenl' 9i[ a regular Chairman' whichever is

earlier." r ...' ,'.' . ^,,',. '

lurther to amend ihe Oit and Gal Regulatoty luthoriq' Ordtnance' 2002

WHEREAS. ir is expedient furthei to amend the Oi[ and Gas Regulatory

Authoriry OrJin"n"., 2002ixvll of 2002), in the manner and for.the purPoses

hereinafterappearing; 
.

AND WHEREAS, the Senate and the National Assembly are not. in

s.ssioo 
-and 

the President of Islamic Republic of Pakistan is satisfied that

"ir*tt,un""t 
exist rvhich render it necessary to take immediate action;

' Now, THEREFoRE, in exercise of the powers conferred by clause (.1) of
Articlc'89 of thc Constirution of thc lslarrlic Ripublic of Pakisran' thc Prcsident

;;i;1";i; n"puutic of Pakistan is plcased to male and Pronlulgatc the following

Ordinancc:-



_!6. DE

The Oil and Gas Regulatory Authoriry (OGRA) has been established under the Oil

and Gas Regulatoty Authority Ordinance' 2002' Section 3(8)(a) of the Otdinance ibid provides

that the Chairnan shall be appoinrcd by the Federal Goveroment for an initial term of four years

and shall be eligible for reappointrnent for a similar term'

2. However, the process for the appointrneot of a regular Chairman' OGRA is very

,l-..o.r*-irrg.Itentailsinteralia:advertisementofthepositionwithamin'imumperiodofl5

days for submission of applicadons; detailed scrutiny of applicants' credentials to shordist cligible

candidates;comprehensiveinterviewsoftheshortListedcandidates;andfinally'placementofa

panel of candidates before the Cabinet for its consideration and appointrnent of one of them as

the Chairrnan of the Authority Funhermorc' thc time that is likely to be taken ftom adverdsement

of the postion to the appohtrnent of the Cha'irman cannot be predicted' For instance'.if all the

applicants are found ineligrble or unsuitablc' the rvhole Proccss mus( be rePcated' [t may be noted

that pteviously, the appoinunent proccss for thc Chairman; OGRA rvas initiated in 2020 ar.d

concludedtrt202Tsncethepositionlradtobere.adverrisedforthereasoot}rattheSelection

Board could not identiff a suitablc candidatc'

3. In consideration o[ the abovc noted factors and in order to Prevent the Authoriry

from becoming dysfunctional pending re aPpoinrnent of a Chairman through the normal

selection and appoint nent Proccss- as has been experiencecl recently' when the arrangement made

by designating one of the members as Vice Chairman to act as Chairman' under Section 3 (13) of

theordinanceibid,|efttheAuthorityrudderless.fieamendrnentinSection2(,ii)andSection

3(8)(a) of the Ordtnatce ibidto provide for an effective interim institutional arrangement havc

been proPosed.

4. The Bill titted 'The Oil and Gas Regula

has been designed to achieve the aforesaid objectives'

The Sectetary,

Senate Secretariat,
Islamabad

rory Autho
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Dr. Tariq
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