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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF PAKISTAN
ASSEMBLY DEBATES

Friday, the 21° August, 2026

The National Assembly of Pakistan met in the National Assembly Hall
(Parliament House) Islamabad, at 11:23 a.m. with the honourable Speaker (Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq) in the Chair.
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NATIONAL ANTHEM

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Mr. Speaker: o5 3 3 abl oy sie 5 UEQ;J\ e 4k $5£1 Question Hour. Syed
Ahad Ali Shah Sahib, not present. Asiya Naz Tanoli Sahiba.
Ms. Asiya Naz Tanoli: Thank you Mr. Speaker! Question No. 43.
PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH PAKISTAN COSMETIC REGULATORY AUTHORITY
43. * Ms. Asiya Naz Tanoli:
Will the Minister for Science and Technology be pleased to state whether

there is any proposal to establish a Pakistan Cosmetic Regulatory
Authority to monitor and issue licenses for cosmetic products?

Minister for Science and Technology (Mr. Khalid Hussain Magsi): Yes, a new
Authority namely, "Pakistan General Cosmetics Regulatory Authority" is proposed
to be established by repealing the General cosmetics Act, 2023.

Mr. Speaker: Answer be taken as read, supplementary please.
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Minister for :,»Laufw’},‘iléMinister for Science and Technology. :)..%_,l:?

_,»Laé/:.Ministry of Science and Technology:gudsé.wﬁw//ParIiamentary Affairs
K?,wa?f{/aﬂ.ggdesignation E{u!fuflz/aggm‘,-wg/? ug,?f?uj:{/b{d}“ugﬁofﬁceréﬂ
Minister for L_;T‘ug//Minister for Parliamentary Affairs Sahib_‘alfdesignation
collective responsibility, somebody has to ?wfiuﬁw‘LScience and Technology
and ask ufu/quud/"/?uﬂg_,»Lad/"/?.»x/’uz_u:zg,qu&l:é»?‘gg@ijession(ulbe here.
.,ol,au’m}f/:f.,ouhim to sit there and meet me. Minister for Parliamentary Affairs
2 /4till the Minister for Parliamentary Affairs comes andunl,th/LZTui‘fdlyw_’%tg

_;,“u:’fé,J(L?&Jaijﬁq/!f&m’l/;/;-iﬁugg/;J(L?Un?@t&ﬂ..yﬁwud}/?

ANNOUNCEMENT REG: PRESENCE OF STAFF MEMBERS AND CADETS FROM
FATIMA GIRLS CADET COLLEGE, MURREE IN THE GALLERY

staff Members and cadets from Fatima ung/ulgt/announcement.,g:)fv‘_,tz

44T #we welcome them,ujé/.g/‘"visitorsuggmLGirIs Cadet College, Murree

-welcome to the National Assembly

ANNOUNCEMENT REG: PRESENCE OF THE MEMBERS OF E-BLOOD IN THE
GALLERY
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STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
_guf:ulf‘-ujuf Y IR /J‘j 1 jdwﬁ:g 2
Ms. Ghazala Anjum: Thank you, Mr. Speaker! Question No. 85.
AMOUNT SANCTIONED FOR REPAIRING OF GHARAM CHASHMA ROAD, CHITRAL
85. * Ms. Ghazala Anjum:
Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state the details of

the amount sanctioned for repairing of Gharam Chashma road in District
Chitral?




Minister for Communications (Mr. Abdul Aleem Khan): Chitral ~ Garam
Chashma ~ Dorah Pass Road (N-145)

The route N-145 starts from km 0+000 Chitral City leading to Garam
Chashma & terminates at Dora Pass km 82+500 has also been maintained by NHA.
N-145 route leading from Chitral to Dora Pass has been federalized few years back
(previously owned by C&W Deptt.) is extremely narrow road, mostly earthen track
and extensively prone to landslides during every single rain.

The road section (N-145) will be maintained through 8x routine
maintenance contracts from km 0+00 to 82+00 amounting to Rs. 44.145 million
approximately.

Work for Improvement of existing road section from km 15+00 to 45+00
contract amounting to Rs. 219 million is in progress.

Mr. Speaker: Answer be taken as read, supplementary please.
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STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
DETAILS OF THE FUNDS ALLOCATED AND UTILIZED IN NA-33 (NOWSHERA)
1@39. * Syed Shah Ahad Ali Shah:
Will the Minister for Energy (Power Division) be pleased to state:
a) the total amount of Federal development funds allocated and the total
amount utilized in NA-33 (Nowshera) during the last four years; and

I(Question Hour being over, the remaining Starred Questions were treated as Unstarred and placed on the Table of
the House.)
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b) the project-wise and department-wise details of the said funds allocated
and utilized, particularly in respect of the Peshawar Electric Supply
Company (PESCO) and the Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited (SNGPL)?

Minister for Energy (Power Division) (Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari):
(a) No Federal Government funds were allocated to, and utilized in, NA-33
(Nowshera) during the last four years.

(b) Nil.
DETAILS OF THE BIDDING OF OGDCL WORKS

@84. * Mr. Sher Afzal Khan:
Will the Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) be pleased to state, with

reference to un-starred Question No 1 replied on 11/5/26:

a) the details of the bidding of Oil & Gas Development Company
Limited(OGDCL) works/ contracts awarded, the names and rates quoted
by the firms participated in the bids; and

b) the rates of the contract awarded for firms of serials numbers 1-5, 9, 18-
21, 56, 64-65, 68, 70, 72. 77, 84, 87 and 95?

Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) (Mr. Ali Pervaiz): (a) & (b) The
details of the bidding of Oil & Gas Development Company Limited (OGDCL)
works/contracts awarded, the names and rates quoted by the firms participated in
the bids and rates of the contract awarded for firms of desired serial numbers is
attached at Annex-A.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library.)

@Transferred from Planning & Development Special Initiative
@@Transferred from Power Division
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UNANNOUNCED LOADSHEDDING IN D.I. KHAN
86. * Mr. Fateh Ullah Khan:
Will the Minister for Energy (Power Division) be pleased to state whether

there is any plan to reduce unannounced load shedding in Dera Ismail
Khan, particularly during the summer season when electricity demand
increases significantly?

Minister for Energy (Power Division) (Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari):
It is submitted that there is no unannounced load management in the area of Dera
Ismail Khan and only scheduled load management is being carried out by PESCO
throughout the Province (PESCO Jurisdiction), including D.l. Khan District according
to the Aggregate Technical and Commercial (AT&C) loss of the as per the policy in
vogue.

Furthermore, PESCO is continuously strengthening its distribution network
through investment allowed by NEPRA in order to reduce the unannounced load
shedding due to fault situation. However, in case of any fault or system constraints
on the 11-kV Feeder(s), relief is being granted through scheduled load management
as per the SoP of PESCO.

PROPOSAL REGARDING LNG SUPPLY OR NEW GAS SCHEMES CONNECTIONS TO
INDUSTRIAL CITIES
87. * Mr. Muhammad Saad Ullah:

Will the Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) be pleased to state

whether the Government is working on LNG supply or new Gas Schemes
connections and to reduce gas load-shedding in the industrial cities,
including the Faisalabad?

Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) (Mr. Ali Pervaiz): Government is
taking following measures in respect of new gas connections and load-shdedding
through public sector gas utility companies i.e., SNGPL and SSGCL: -

e Incumbent Government in September 2025 approved relaxation of

moratorium for provision of new domestic connections on RLNG.
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Accordingly, the new domestic connection applications are being
processed. However, due to recent non-supply of RLNG due to force
majeure declared by supplier, the processing of new RLNG domestic
connections has been put on-hold temporarily. The process will be
resumed upon normalization of RLNG supplies.

The existing ban on the expansion of the network shall continue to remain
in force until further orders.

Gas supply to various sectors is being made from available local
indigenous sources whereas procurement of LNG cargoes is ensured
based on demand of power sector.

Daily meetings to review demand-supply position are held by NCMC with
participation of the relevant stakeholders.

SNGPL is not carrying out load shedding in industrial sector including
Faisalabad. Ample gas supply is available 24/7 for industrial sector.

ISSUANCE OF POSSESSION LETTERS TO THE ALLOTTEES OF SECTOR 1-12,

ISLAMABAD

88.

a)

b)

* Ms. Natasha Daultana:

Will the Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) be pleased to state:
Whether it is a fact that possession letters have been issued to allottees of
Sector I-12, Islamabad, whereas no natural Gas distribution infrastructure
has yet been developed in the aforesaid sector; if so, the reasons thereof;
whether there is any approved plan for provision of a natural gas supply
network in Sector I-12; if so, the details thereof;

c) the present status of gas infrastructure development in the sector,

including funds allocated, executing agency and physical progress
achieved so far; and

d) the expected timeframe for completion of the gas distribution network

and provision of gas connections to residents of Sector I-12, Islamabad?
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Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) (Mr. Ali Pervaiz): (a) The matter
of possession letters pertains to CDA / Ministry of Interior. It is a fact that gas
network does not exist in Sector I-12, Islamabad.

(b) Capital Development Authority (CDA) in 2023 had requested to gasify Sector
I-12, Islamabad. SNGPL designed RLNG external and internal network to be laid in
Sector I-12 against 100% cost recovery. The cost offer letter was issued to CDA for
deposit of 454.99 million in 2024, based on unit construction cost for fiscal year
2024-25, which has not been deposited by CDA till date.

(c) As per para. (b) above.

(d) SNGPL will arrange procurement of material and lay the gas network after
receipt of 100% cost of network from CDA, based on applicable unit construction
cost for the fiscal year. Upon receipt of request from CDA to revalidate the offer
letter, revised cost of network based on current applicable unit cost, shall be
provided. Thereafter, gas network and connections will be provided as per
prevailing policy.

NUMBER OF PAKISTAN STANDARDS NOTIFIED BY PSQCA
89. * Mr. Ali Muhammad:
Will the Minister for Science and Technology be please to state:

a) the number of Pakistani standards currently notified by the Pakistan
Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA), indicating how many
are harmonized with international standards issued by International
Organization for Standardization (ISO), International Electrotechnical
Commission (IEC), Codex Alimentarius and other recognized bodies;

b) whether the Government has assessed the impact of non-harmonized
standards, inadequate testing facilities and weak conformity assessment
systems on Pakistan's exports, industrial competitiveness and consumer
protection;
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c) year-wise details the number of inspections conducted, factories
penalized, products recalled and enforcement actions taken by PSQCA
during the last five years;

d) whether the products tested domestically often require re-testing at
overseas level and that regulatory enforcement remains weak; and

e) what reforms are being implemented to strengthen Pakistan's national
quality infrastructure to achieve the international recognition of testing
and certification services and reduce the need for re-testing of Pakistani
products abroad?

Minister for Science and Technology (Mr. Khalid Hussain Magsi): (a)
Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA) has established 6,094
Pakistan Standards alongwith adopted/harmonized international standards
comprising below;

The total adopted standards from these listed international categories are
16,059. PSQCA undertakes standards development and adoption through 11
technical divisions and 177 Technical Committees, using consultation and
consensus with stakeholders including consumers, manufacturers, government /
regulatory bodies, technologists, scientists, testing laboratories and academia. For
Food and Agriculture. (Annexure-A)

(b) The Government is cognizant that non-harmonized standards, inadequate
testing capacity and weak conformity assessment systems can adversely affect
exports, industrial competitiveness and consumer protection. Such gaps may lead
to technical barriers to trade, re-testing abroad, delays in consignment clearance,
additional compliance cost, reduced buyer confidence and increased risk of
substandard / non-conforming products in the domestic market. PSQCA addresses
these risks through development / adoption of standards, compulsory certification
of notified products, conformity assessment schemes, QCC testing services,
import/export inspections and participation in WTO-TBT related standardization
matters.
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(c) PSQCA regularly conducts market surveillance, factory inspections and
enforcement activities under the PSQCA Act, 1996 and relevant Rules. Enforcement

actions include inspections, seizure of nonconforming products, and suspension /

cancellation of licences and initiation of legal proceedings where violations are

established. Year-wise details of inspections, penalties, recalls and enforcement

actions for the last five years are attached as Annexure — B.

(d) i.

(e) i.

As a general principle, products tested by laboratories accredited to
ISO/IEC 17025 are generally accepted worldwide, subject to the
regulatory enforcement and applicable regulatory and conformity
assessment requirements of the importing country.

Every country has its own regulatory requirements and conformity
assessment procedures governing the acceptance of imported
products, and compliance with these requirements is mandatory for
market access.

With regard to regulatory enforcement, it is submitted that the
regulations framed under Section 14 of the PSQCA Act, 1996 are equally
applicable to both locally manufactured and imported products, and
compliance with these regulations is strictly enforced through the
PSQCA Conformity Assessment (CA) Rules.

Pakistan's National Quality Infrastructure (NQI) operates under the
Ministry of Science and Technology (MoST) and comprises the following
four organizations:

» Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA) -
Responsible for standardization and conformity assessment of
locally manufactured and imported products.

» Pakistan National Accreditation Council (PNAC) - Responsible for
the accreditation of testing and calibration laboratories in
accordance with ISO/IEC 17025.
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» Pakistan Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (PCSIR) -
Responsible for research, development, testing, and analytical
services for products and materials.

» National Metrology Institute of Pakistan (NMIP) - Responsible for
calibration services and serving as the national Custodian of
national measurement standards and metrology in Pakistan.

To enhance international recognition of Pakistan's quality

infrastructure, strengthen testing and certification services, and

minimize the need for re-testing, MoST has strengthened these
organizations. In this regard, Pakistan National Accreditation Council

(PNAC) has accredited both public and private testing laboratories,

including the Pakistan Council of Scientific and Industrial Research

(PCSIR), against ISO/IEC 17025, thereby facilitating international

recognition and wider acceptance of their test reports.

PSQCA is continuously developing and harmonizing Pakistan Standards

with internationally recognized standards issued by organizations such

as ISO, IEC, and OIMN, with the objective of promoting international
acceptance and facilitating trade.

(Annexures have been placed in the National Assembly Library.)

TOTAL CIRCULAR DEBT AGAINST EACH DISCO

90.

a)

b)

* Dr. Shazia Sobia Aslam Soomro:

Will the Minister for Energy (Power Division) be pleased to state:
whether the Government maintains data regarding the total circular debt
outstanding against each Distribution Company (DISCO) as on the latest
available date;

the DISCO-wise position of circular debt along with a comparison with the

corresponding figures of the previous Financial Year; and
the measures already adopted or proposed to reduce circular debt in the

Distribution Companies?
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Minister for Energy (Power Division) (Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari):
(a) As Circular Debt Stock is a consolidated sector-level liability, the amount of
circular debt as of June, 2026 is Rs. 1,675 billion.

(b) As explained above, circular debt is a consolidated sector level liability.

(c) Inorderto reduce accumulation of circular debt, following specific measures
have been adopted:

e Implementation of the Circular Debt Management Plan (CDMP) to
contain the accumulation of such receivables.

e Refinancing of high-cost debt with lower-cost financing under the Circular
Debt Settlement Plan through a six-year financing arrangement to reduce
financing costs and the stock of receivables from DISCOs.

e Strengthened monitoring of DISCO performance through strict loss,
recovery, and efficiency targets with enhanced accountability.

e Timely release of Government subsidies to DISCOs.

YEAR-WISE ACCIDENTS AND DEATHS IN COAL AND OTHER PRECIOUS STONE
MINES
91. * Ms. Samina Khalid Ghurki:

Will the Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) be pleased to state:

a) how many Labors are expired and injured due to land sliding and other
mishaps during the mining of exploring of different Oil, Gases, Coals and
other precious stones during last three (03) years in all over the country;

b) the Province-wise details of above alongwith with the name of each
company in which they were working for said period; and

c) details of financial package/help being granted to the said labours by the
Government or the companies?

Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) (Mr. Ali Pervaiz): (a) The year-wise
accidents and deaths in coal and other precious stone mines during the last three
years as reported by the Provincial Mines and Mineral Departments is as under:



30

i. Punjab
Year Total No. of Total No. of Total No. of | Total No.
Fatal Serious Fatalities of Injuries
Accidents Accidents
2023 21 6 22 7
2024 20 3 26
2025 14 5 15 7

ii. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP):

Year

Total No. of Injuries

Total No. of Fatalities

2023-26

65

160

iii. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP):

Year Total No. of Injuries Total No. of Fatalities
2023 1 73
2024 0 64
2025 0 77

No accident reported in Gilgit Baltistan.

The response from Government of Sindh and AJK is not received.

(b) The details regarding the companies provided by the provinces are at
Annex-A (Punjab), Annex-B (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa) and Annex-C (Balochistan).

(c) The financial package being provided to each affectee by the Inspectorate

of Mines, Government of Punjab, or the concerned company is as follows:
e Death Compensation @Rs.500,000/-is paid by the employer.

e Deaths grant @ Rs. 800,000/- is paid by the Punjab Workers Welfare

Fund/ Government.

e Funeral & Transportation charges of dead body @ Rs. 100,000/- is paid by

the Government.

The Department of Mines Labour and Welfare, Government of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, provides death compensation/grants ranging from PKR. 1,200,000
to PKR. 1,500,000 to each affected family, while financial assistance for injuries

ranges from PKR. 240,000 to PKR. 800,000.




31

The death and injuries grant/compensation provided by the Department of
Inspectorate of Mine, Government of Balochistan, to the each affectee is as under:

Year Amount distributed to mines workers
2023 18,050,000/
2024 9,760,000/
2025 2,700,000/-

(Annexures have been placed in the National Assembly Library.)

LPG RELATED ACCIDENTS AND THE ROLE OF OGRA
92. * Dr. Shazia Sobia Aslam Soomro:

Will the Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) be pleased to state:

a) whether the Government has taken notice of the recurring LPG-related
accidents across the country, including recent fatal incidents in Islamabad,
Multan, Lahore, and Mardan;

b) what is the role of the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) in
regulating LPG safety standards;

c) the actions taken against violators during the last three years; and

d) whether the Government intends to introduce stricter regulations or
amendments in the existing relevant laws to prevent LPG-related
accidents and protect public safety?

Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) (Mr. Ali Pervaiz): (a) Yes. Oil and
Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA), takes serious notice of LPG-related accidents and
adopts both preventive and enforcement measures to enhance public safety. OGRA
regularly issues directives to LPG marketing companies and other licensees to
ensure strict compliance with the prescribed safety standards, licence conditions,
and applicable regulatory requirements that is also counter verified through 3™
party inspections as well as through inspections conducted by OGRA officers from
time to time.

Despite the same, if any LPG-related incident is reported, OGRA initiates
strict action under the applicable Rules against the licensees. For instance, in
Multan LPG bowzer related accident, the involved licensees were penalized by
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OGRA and compensation was also granted to all the victims of the accident. the
matter is thoroughly investigated. Notwithstanding the same, Islamabad, Lahore
and Mardan accidents were not associated to LPG.

(b) OGRA regulates and enforces LPG safety standards through a
comprehensive licensing, inspection, and compliance framework in accordance
with the applicable laws, rules, and licence conditions. Regular inspections are
carried out at licensed LPG facilities, including LPG terminals, storage and filling
plants, auto refueling stations, and authorized distributors, to ensure compliance
with prescribed safety requirements.

(c) During last three years, number of illegal LPG equipment manufacturers
have been sealed by OGRA with the help of provincial governments. Similarly,
registration of one LPG equipment manufacturer has also been cancelled on
account of misconduct and non-compliance with prescribed standards. In addition,
multiple LPG storage and filling plants, auto refueling stations and equipment
manufacturers have also been penalized by OGRA under the applicable Rules.
(Details are annexed as Annex-1)

(d) Yes. Existing provisions in PPC (section 285 & 286) do not adequately
address the gravity of violations and its associated repercussions. To enhance
deterrence and to maintain writ of the regulator, OGRA has proposed amendments
in PPC (Details are annexed as Annex-Il) and requested the Federal Government
to make oil and gas business by unscrupulous persons a non bailable offence.
Subsequently, punishments have also been enhanced so that illegitimate

persons do not indulge in this business. The said amendment bill is presently
under process at Ministry of Interior that needs expedition for approval.

(Annexures have been placed in the National Assembly Library.)

APPROVAL OF CHITRAL SHANDUR ROAD
93. * Ms. Ghazala Anjum:
Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state:
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a) whether the Chitral Shandur road has been approved for construction;

b) year of sanction, total amount sanctioned and released so far, percentage
of work completed of said road; and

c¢) what are the reasons for delayed work and expected date of completion?

Minister for Communications (Mr. Abdul Aleem Khan): (a) Yes. The
Improvement & Widening of Chitral-Booni—Mastuj—Shandur Road (N-140) having
a total length of 153 km has been approved for construction under the Public Sector
Development Programme (PSDP).

The project is divided into four contract packages and is under
implementation by the National Highway Authority (NHA).

(b) The project was approved in 2020 after transfer of the road from the
Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to NHA. The Revised PC-1 cost is Rs. 17.783
Billion. Against the approved cost, funds to the tone 8.2 Billion have been released
till date. The PSDP allocation for FY 2025-26 was Rs. 1.500 Billion. The overall
physical progress of the project is approximately 37.7%.

e Package-wise progress is as follows:

e Package-| (Chitral-Prait): 45.35%
e Package-Il (Prait—Booni): 34.40%
e Package-lll (Booni—Shaidas): 38.16%
e Package-IV (Shaidas—Shandur): 29.78%

(c) The project has experienced delays primarily due to extraordinary floods
during 2022, difficult mountainous terrain, funding constraints, and delays in
obtaining approvals relating to Mines & Minerals and other statutory clearances.
However, the contractual issues with the contractors have been amicably resolved,
Extension of Time (eot) has been approved by the competent authority, contractors
have been fully remobilized, and construction activities are in progress. Subject to
timely availability of PSDP funds and Resolution of the remaining land acquisition
issues, the project is targeted for completion by December, 2026.
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TIMELINE OF KALA KALAI (GRID STATION) SWAT
94. * Mr. Sohail Sultan:
Will the Minister for Energy (Power Division) be pleased to state:

a) time by which Kala Kalai (Grid Station) Swat would be completed; and
b) the reasons for delayed construction of Kala Kalai (Grid Station) in Swat?

Minister for Energy (Power Division) (Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari):

(a) It is intimated that the civil works for the Control House Building and

Switchyard of the said Grid Station have been completed, and installation of
electrical equipment is in progress.

The project is expected to be completed by September, 2026, subject to
clearance of Right of Way (RoW) on the feeding source. With regards to the
associated transmission line, foundations for 51 out of 55 towers have been
completed (93%), while erection of 40 towers has been completed so far. The
remaining works are in progress and are being pursued on priority for early
completion.

(b) The construction of Kala Kalai Grid Station in Swat has been delayed
primarily due to Right of Way (RoW) issues at transmission line tower locations 38,
39, 51 and 52 arising from disputes with local landowners. These constraints have
impeded access to the site and execution of the remaining works.

However, the local administration has been engaged, and efforts are underway
to resolve the issues amicably to enable completion of the project at the earliest.

TRANSMISSION AND DISTRIBUTION LOSSES BY EACH DISCO
95. * Mr. Sanjay Perwani:

Will the Minister for Energy (Power Division) be pleased to state:

a) the total transmission and distribution losses recorded by each DISCO
during the last years; and

b) the steps being taken by the Government to reduce the said losses?
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Minister for Energy (Power Division) (Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari):

FY 2023-24 FY 2024-25 FY 2025-26
DISCOs

% BIn. Rs % BIn. Rs % BIn. Rs
IESCO 8.9% 6 8.6% 5 7.9% 2
LESCO 15.9% 48 13.7% 35 12.2% 26
GEPCO 11.5% 9 10.6% 5 10.0%
FESCO 9.9% 5 9.0% 3 8.0%
MEPCO 15.3% 23 13.8% 14 12.4%
PESCO 38.1% 97 37.1% 87 40.7% 85
HESCO 27.6% 23 27.9% 27 25.7% 20
QESCO 29.8% 37 38.4% 52 60.2% 82
SEPCO 34.9% 29 39.2% 36 38.5% 34
TESCO 8.6% -0.2 8.3% -0.5 8.1% -0.5
HAZECO N/A 15.9% 0
Total 183% | 276 | 17.6% | 265 17.2% | 262

Note: 1. HAZECO was unbundled from PESCO in FY 2025-26.

2. TESCO's actual distribution losses remained below the limits allowed
by NEPRA during the relevant years. As a result, the company achieved
savings.

(b) The following measures are being taken in DISCOs to reduce losses:

Construction of new grids and up-gradation of existing grid stations.
Area planning/ bifurcation of existing overloaded 11 kV feeders.
Augmentation/addition of power/distribution transformers. Installation
of Aerial Bundled Cable to control theft.

Replacement of undersized conductors.

Installation and replacement of defective capacitors.

Replacement of old/sluggish and defective meters.

Installation of Automated Meter Reading (AMR)/Advanced Metering
Infrastructure (AMI) meters.

Anti-theft campaign to reduce administrative losses.

CAPACITY PAYMENTS ANNUALLY PAID TO IPPs

96.

* Dr. Mahreen Razzaq Bhutto:
Will the Minister for Energy (Power Division) be pleased to state:
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a) how much capacity payment is being paid annually to Independent Power
Producers (IPPs) during the last five years; and
b) details of savings have been made through renegotiated agreements?

Minister for Energy (Power Division) (Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari):
(a) Capacity payments made to Power Producers during last five years are
attached (Annex-l).

(b) Pursuant to the efforts of Task Force, Power Purchase Agreements with 06
IPPs were terminated whereas revisions were made in agreements for tariff
reduction with other Power Producers which resulted in overall savings of Rs. 4.3
trillion spread over the remaining life of plants.

Annex-I|
Capacity Payment to Power Producers during last five years
Financial Year Payment Made (Rs in Million)
FY 2020-21 613,923.56
FY 2021-22 775,892.58
FY 2022-23 1,306,858.57
FY 2023-24 1,901,944.11
FY 2024-25 1,807,398.41

STATUS OF BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH MALDIVES, NIGERIA, EGYPT AND IRAN
97. * Ms. Samina Khalid Ghurki:
Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:

a) the present status of bilateral relations with Maldives, Nigeria, Egypt and
Iran; and

b) the steps being taken by the Government to ensure the enhancement of
diplomatic relations to these countries?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar): (a) & (b)
Maldives
i. The list of Major International agreements Treaties and Conventions to
which Pakistan is a party and that fall primarily under the responsibility
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of the Ministry including bilateral, regional and multilateral instruments
on peace, security, trade relations, human rights refugees and global
governance.

ii. For each such treaty or agreement, the date of signature and date of
ratification, and the key obligations or commitments are mentioned in
the ENCLOSURE-A.

Nigeria

Pakistan and Nigeria established diplomatic relations on 22 March, 1961 and
enjoy cordial and friendly bilateral relations. The two countries maintain regular
engagement and cooperate in bilateral as well as multilateral forums. While
defence cooperation remains a strong pillar of the relationship, efforts are
underway to further strengthen political, economic and trade relations. The Second
Pakistan Africa Trade Development Conference was held on 23 November, 2021
in Lagos, Nigeria. Approximately 400 delegates attended the Conference. Single
Country Exhibition was also held on 24" and 25" November, 2021 in which around
210 Pakistani exhibitors from 101 companies participated.

The existing institutional framework includes the Pakistan-Nigeria Joint
Ministerial Commission, whose second session was held in Abuja in 2014. The third
session is proposed to be held on mutually convenient dates. An MoU on bilateral
Political Consultations is also under consideration with the Nigerian side.

Under Pakistan’s Engage Africa initiative, bilateral trade and commercial
cooperation have gained momentum. The Second Pakistan-Africa Trade
Development Conference and Single Country Exhibition held in Lagos in November,
2021 provided a significant boost to business-to-business engagement. Pakistan
has also shared the draft Bilateral Trade Agreement with Nigeria, and the final
response from the Nigerian side is awaited.

Defence cooperation between the two countries is robust and continues to
expand. Nigeria has procured JF-17 Thunder fighter aircraft and Super Mushak
trainer aircraft from Pakistan. More than 5,000 Nigerian defence personnel have
received training in Pakistan, including approximately 400 personnel in counter-
terrorism training. High-level defence exchanges have also taken place regularly.
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Pakistan also extends educational cooperation by offering scholarships and
technical training opportunities to Nigerian students under the Pakistan Technical
Assistance Programme (PTAP).

Overall, Pakistan attaches great importance to its relations with Nigeria and
remains committed to further strengthening bilateral cooperation in the political,
economic, defence, educational and people-to-people spheres for the mutual
benefit of both countries.

Egypt
Present Status of Bilateral Relations with Egypt

Pakistan and Egypt enjoy longstanding, cordial, and brotherly relations
founded on shared faith, historical ties, and common positions on regional and
international issues. Diplomatic relations, established in 1948, have gained
renewed momentum in recent years through regular high-level engagements and
enhanced cooperation across multiple sectors.

Political relations remain strong, with frequent interactions between the
leadership. The Prime Minister of Pakistan visited Egypt in October, 2025 and
December, 2024 to participate in ‘Sharm-El Sheikh Peace Summit’ and D-8 Summit,
respectively, while the Egyptian Foreign Minister visited Pakistan twice in
November, 2025 and March, 2026. Similarly, the Deputy Prime Minister/Foreign
Minister of Pakistan visited Egypt in June, 2026, reflecting the commitment of both
sides to deepen bilateral cooperation.

Foreign Ministers of two countries remain in regular contact to discuss
matters of mutual interest including situation in the region.

Ministerial-level exchanges also continue to reinforce bilateral engagement
between the two countries. Sardar Muhammad Yousaf, Minister for Religious
Affairs, visited Egypt in January, 2026 for the 36™ International Conference of the
Supreme Council of Islamic Affairs. Earlier, Chaudhry Salik Hussain, Minister for
Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource Development, visited Egypt in
November, 2025 to attend the opening ceremony of the Grand Egyptian Museum.

Defence cooperation continue to deepen through sustained high-level
exchanges and institutional engagements. Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir visited
Egypt in October, 2025 for meetings with the Egyptian leadership and senior
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military officials. The 15th session of the Pakistan-Egypt Military Cooperation
Committee was also held in Egypt in January, 2026, underscoring the growing
momentum in bilateral defence collaboration.

Economic cooperation is improving, although it remains below its potential.
Bilateral trade stood at US$211.9 million in FY 2024-25, with both governments
working to enhance trade, investment, and business-to-business linkages.

Cooperation has also strengthened in the fields of health, education, and
culture. Egypt has extended valuable assistance to Pakistan's Hepatitis C
elimination programme by providing medicines and technical support, while
educational cooperation continues through Al-Azhar University and other
academic initiatives.

Both countries maintain close coordination at regional and international
forums, including the United Nations (UN), Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC), D-8, G-77 and the recently established R-4 Mechanism.

Overall, Pakistan-Egypt relations are on a positive trajectory, characterized
by growing political trust, expanding defence collaboration, increasing economic
engagement, and close coordination on regional and global issues.

Steps Taken by the Government to Enhance Diplomatic Relations with Egypt

The Government of Pakistan has undertaken several measures to further

strengthen diplomatic relations with Egypt through sustained political
engagement, institutional cooperation, and sectoral collaboration.

Regular high-level exchanges and interactions have remained a key feature
of bilateral diplomacy and this has provided renewed impetus to cooperation
across a wide range of bilateral, regional, and international issues.

The institutional dialogue between the two countries continues through the
Annual Bilateral Consultations (ABC), with the 10th Round of ABC held on 21 July,
2026, providing another important platform to review bilateral cooperation and
identify new avenues for collaboration.

The two governments have also agreed on a comprehensive roadmap to
expand economic relations, focusing on facilitating business visas, activating the
Joint Business Council, convening the 4th Joint Ministerial Commission (JMC), and
promoting trade and investment.
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Defence cooperation has been enhanced through regular meetings of the
Military Cooperation Committee, defence and security staff talks, joint military
exercises, defence exhibitions, and collaboration in defence production and
training.

The Government has also promoted cooperation in health by partnering
with Egypt on Pakistan's Hepatitis C elimination programme, including the receipt
of medicines, technical assistance, and training opportunities.

Educational and cultural cooperation is being strengthened through
collaboration with Al-Azhar University, efforts to re-establish Pakistan Chairs in
Egyptian universities, and proposals for greater academic and cultural exchanges.

Pakistan is also pursuing greater connectivity and investment cooperation,
including discussions on collaboration between Gwadar Port and the Suez Canal
Economic Zone.

These initiatives demonstrate the Government's commitment to further
strengthening the Pakistan-Egypt partnership and expanding cooperation across
political, economic, defence, educational, health, and multilateral domains.

Iran
The present bilateral relations with Iran.

Answer: Pakistan and Iran are neighboring countries bound by longstanding
political relations rooted in deep historical, religious, and cultural affinities, sharing
a 909-kilometer common border. Iran was the first country to recognize Pakistan
after its independence in 1947, and since then, both nations have maintained
regular diplomatic engagement.

While there have been difficult phases in the relationship, particularly in
January, 2024 when Iran conducted missile strikes in Balochistan and Pakistan
responded through precision strikes, the relationship has remarkably improved in
the last two years, with Pakistan’s strong diplomatic and political support for Iran
both in the 12-day war in June, 2025 and Iran’s recent conflict with the US-Israel.
Iran also gave strong support to Pakistan during its May, 2025 conflict with India.
As of today, Pakistan-Iran bilateral relations are at a historic strength with recent
mediation efforts of Pakistan and a strong personal rapport between the leaders
on both sides.
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Over the decades, political ties have been strengthened through high-level
visits, cooperation at multilateral and regional forums, and mutual support on key
international issues. Both countries have consistently reaffirmed their commitment
to deepening bilateral relations through sustained dialogue, border security
coordination, and collaboration on shared regional interests.

The relationship is sustained by frequent leadership-level interactions and
robust institutional frameworks. Most notably, the visit of Iranian President Dr.
Masoud Pezeshkian on 23" June, 2026 to express appreciation for Pakistan’s
mediation efforts, which culminated in the signing of the Islamabad MoU, marks a
watershed moment in bilateral relations. The visit has injected fresh impetus into
cooperation across the entire spectrum of ties. This followed his earlier visit to
Pakistan in August, 2025.

In turn, the Prime Minister of Pakistan, accompanied by a delegation, visited
Iran on 3 July, 2026 to attend the funeral ceremony of the late Supreme Leader,
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei. Earlier, on 26" May, 2025, the Prime Minister,
visited Iran to thank its leadership for their support during the war against India.
Building on President Pezeshkian’s June, 2026 visit, there is renewed momentum
in bilateral exchanges, evidenced by a series of ministerial visits—including visit of
Interior Minister of Iran, Minister of Science, Research and Technology, and
currently, the Minister of Trade, Industries and Mining is also visiting Pakistan for
the 10™" Joint Trade Committee meeting.

Bilateral trade and strong people-to-people contacts form a vital component
of this relationship. While international sanctions have prevented trade from
reaching its true potential, renewed efforts are underway to enhance trade volume
towards the bilateral target of USD 10 billion per annum, with a particular focus on
agricultural products.

Furthermore, in order to increase cooperation with Iran across various
domains, the Prime Minister has constituted two high-level working groups (WG);
one in Trade, Banking and Finance and the other in Port, Shipping and Allied Issues.
All the departments are on board in resolving cooperation with Iran across the
entire spectrum of bilateral relations. Consultations are underway to hold bilateral
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meetings of these working groups with the aim of enhancing trade and economic
relations.

Parliamentary cooperation serves as another key pillar, with regular
engagement maintained over the years. A Pakistan-lran Parliamentary Friendship
Group exists in both the National Assembly and the Senate of Pakistan, with a
corresponding group in Iran’s Islamic Consultative Assembly.

On the security front, Pakistan and Iran cooperate closely on border
security, counter-terrorism, and intelligence sharing, conducting coordinated
operations to combat cross-border terrorism, militancy, smuggling, and other
transnational threats along their shared frontier. This operational partnership is
complemented by professional military exchanges, with officers from both
countries regularly attending courses at each other’s staff colleges.

In conclusion, the Pakistan-lran relationship has entered a new and
promising phase, characterized by deepening political trust, expanding economic
engagement, robust parliamentary linkages, and strong security cooperation.
Building on the historic bonds of geography and culture, both nations are now
translating their shared vision into concrete outcomes, paving the way for a more
prosperous and secure common future.

Pakistan and Iran share a deep-rooted relationship anchored in historical,
religious, and cultural affinities. In recent years, the Government of Pakistan has
taken a series of proactive and concrete steps to elevate this partnership,
particularly by extending steadfast diplomatic support to Iran and offering its good
offices for high-stake mediation between Iran and Pakistan.

During the Iran-Israel conflict in June, 2025, Pakistan extended strong
diplomatic and political support to Iran. Pakistan strongly condemned the
unjustified Israeli aggression and reaffirmed full support for Iran’s sovereignty and
right to self-defense under Article 51 of UN Charter. This stance was articulated
across multiple international forums: Pakistan condemned the attacks on facilities
under IAEA safeguards at three UNSC emergency meetings and a UN Resolution,
backed Iran at the IAEA, and at the 51st OIC Council of Foreign Ministers.
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Furthermore, Pakistan played a key role in the issuance of a joint statement by 21
Arab and African countries, amplifying the call for accountability and restraint.

Pakistan maintained this trajectory of unwavering solidarity when protests
erupted in Iran from late December, 2025 to mid-January, 2026; Pakistan followed
the evolving situation with deep concern and assured the Iranian leadership of its
complete solidarity with the Government and people of Iran. At the emergency
meeting of the UNSC, Pakistan’s PR conveyed our serious concerns over the
evolving situation and underscored that all disputes must be resolved through
peaceful means and in accordance with international law. Pakistan in its
engagements with other states particularly the regional countries, emphasized de-
escalation and Resolution of issues through dialogue and diplomacy.

Pakistan also demonstrated consistent diplomatic, political, and moral
support to Iran during the escalating Iran—Israel-US conflict in 2026. Following the
joint U.S.—Israel military strikes on 28" February, 2026, Pakistan’s Foreign Office
issued a statement the same day expressing deep concern over the breakdown of
Iran—U.S. negotiations. At the UN Security Council emergency meeting held on 28"
February, 2026 under the agenda “The Situation in the Middle East,” Pakistan’s
Permanent Representative reiterated this position and condemned the aggression
against Iran as well as attacks impacting Gulf countries.

Pakistan’s diplomatic outreach intensified through active phone diplomacy
and consultative meetings with key partners including China, Saudi Arabia, Tlrkiye,
and Qatar. The DPM/FM maintained regular engagement through the Regional
Four (R-4) format with the Foreign Ministers of Saudi Arabia, Turkiye, and Egypt. In
line with these efforts, Islamabad hosted a meeting of Foreign Ministers of the R-4
on 29-30 March 2026, promoting coordinated regional diplomacy to halt the
conflict.

During the DPM/FM’s visit to China, on 31st March, 2026, Pakistan and
China jointly launched the “Five-Point Initiative for Restoring Peace and Stability in
the Gulf and Middle East Region,” calling for an immediate cessation of hostilities,
resumption of dialogue, and protection of civilian lives and shipping lanes.

Pakistan’s diplomatic efforts have been underpinned by a principled
approach at multilateral bodies. On 7" April, 2026, Pakistan abstained on a UNSC
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Resolution demanding that Iran cease attacks on commercial ships and restore full
freedom of navigation. The Resolution was vetoed by permanent Members China
and Russia. Over the years, Pakistan has consistently opposed the imposition of UN
Human Rights Council monitoring mandates without Iran’s consent, maintaining
that human rights must not be used as a pretext to intervene in Iran’s internal
affairs. Pakistan has also repeatedly highlighted the adverse humanitarian and
human rights impacts of unilateral coercive measures on Iran.
Islamabad Talks

On top of the deep Pakistan-lran engagement and political support for Iran,
Pakistan played the pivotal role of a sincere and honest mediator between Iran and
the US during the ongoing conflict. On 11-12™ April, 2026, Pakistan hosted the
Iranian and US. delegations led by Speaker Dr. Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, and Vice

President J.D. Vance, respectively, for the Islamabad Talks, enabling the first direct
high-level contact between Iran and the US. in 47 years.

This breakthrough initiated a sustained process, marked by back to back
visits including that of Foreign Minister Seyed Abbas Araghchi to Islamabad and
those of Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi and COAS and CDF Field Marshal Syed Asim
Munir to Iran. These intensive efforts culminated in the “Islamabad Memorandum
of Understanding” between Iran and the US. on 18" June, 2026. Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, signed the MoU as a mediator. Pakistan then hosed the High-Level
Talks in Burgenstock, Switzerland, on 21 June, 2026, alongside Qatar.

Pakistan continues to engage both parties for a durable peace and long-term
settlement of all outstanding issues through dialogue and diplomacy. Through
Pakistan’s ongoing diplomatic efforts, it has not only reaffirmed its unwavering
solidarity with Iran but has also established itself as a critical architect of peace and
stability in the region. This renewed chapter in Pakistan-Iran relations now rests on
a foundation of trust, elevated political engagement, and a shared commitment to
for a peaceful, stable and prosperous region.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library.)



45

98. Disallowed on reconsiderations

TOLL TAX REVENUE COLLECTED BY NHA

99. * Syeda Shehla Raza:
Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state:

a) the details of toll tax revenue collected by the National Highway Authority

during the last two years; and

b) whether there is a mechanism to ensure transparency and accountability

in said toll tax revenue collection?

Minister for Communications (Mr. Abdul Aleem Khan): (a) Toll revenue
collected by NHA during FY 2024-2025 & FY 2025-2026 is as under:

. . Toll Revenue

St Financial Year -
Rs. In billion

FY 2024-2025 64.430

2 FY 2025-2026 85.550

(b) Following mechanism is adopted to ensure transparency in the toll revenue

collection process:

As third party validator, NTRC Conducts traffic count as the basis for
determining the reserve price of each toll plaza for procurement through
e-bidding/open auction.

The auction is duly advertised through newspapers and the NHA website
to ensure wide participation and transparency.

Interested participants submit bids through an open auction, the highest
bidder is declared successful, and an O&M Contract is executed for the
relevant financial year.

For maximum revenue generation, the toll plazas are offered through e-
bidding or open auction in accordance with the applicable provisions of
PPRA Rules.

The Operator, as per contract awarded on a Net Guaranteed Revenue
basis, is required to furnish toll revenue security equivalent to one
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month’s Net Guaranteed Revenue instalment and deposit the first
monthly instalment in advance.

e In case of overcharging by the operator, a penalty of Rs. 500,000/- per
occurrence is imposed under the provisions of contract agreement.

Toll rates are prominently displayed at each toll plaza site, the operator is

required to issue toll tax slips to the commuters, for each specific category of

vehicles.

PROPOSAL REGARDING SUBSIDY OR SPECIAL RELIEF PACKAGE IN PRICES OF

ELECTRICITY PRODUCTS

100.

* Mr. Dawar Khan Kundi:

Will the Minister for Energy (Power Division) be pleased to state whether
any subsidy or special relief package is under consideration of the Federal
Government to provide the relief to the public in the prices of electricity
products ?

Minister for Energy (Power Division) (Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari):

A 3-year incremental electricity consumption relief package is already in place for

industry and agriculture consumers since Dec,2025, under which eligible

incremental electricity consumption will be billed at concessional rate of PKR.
22.98/unit.

CONSTRUCTION OF GRID STATION KHWAZAI-BANZANI IN DISTRICT MOHMAND

101.

a)

b)

d)

* Mr. Sajid Khan:

Will the Minister for Energy (Power Division) be pleased to state:
whether it is a fact that the Khwazai-Banzani Grid Station in District
Mohmand, has been completed but the required funds for the installation
of its feeder lines have not yet been released;

if so, the total funds required for the feeder line;

the reasons for the non-release of the said funds; and

the time by which Government will release the funds to make this grid
station fully operational, along with the expected date of its completion?
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Minister for Energy (Power Division) (Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari):
(a) Yes, it is a fact that the scheme “Construction of 132 kV Grid Station
Khwazai— Banzani, Mohmand District” has been completed and energized on
02.02.2023 under Annual Development Plan # 646 (2018-19), amounting to Rs.
845.184 million, financed by the KP Government. From these funds only Rs. 34.121
million are approved (in the PC-I) for the 11 kV feeder line and only 01 feeder has
been completed so far. The remaining feeders could not be completed due to
shortage of funds.

(b) Approximately Rs. 250.00 million is required for completion of the
remaining works.

(c) Asthe scheme is financed by the KP Government, the remaining works will
be completed once the required funds are approved and released.

(d) The completion of all feeders of said grid station is subject to release of the
required funds.

ISSUANCE OF POSSESSION LETTER TO ALLOTTEES OF SECTOR I-12, ISLAMABAD
102. * Ms. Tahira Aurangzeb:
Will the Minister for Energy (Power Division) be pleased to state:

a) Whether it is a fact that possession letters have already been issued to
allottees of Sector 1-12, Islamabad, whereas no electricity distribution
infrastructure has yet been provided in the afore said sector; if so, the
reasons thereof;

b) whether there is any approved plan for provision of an underground
electricity distribution network in Sector 1-12; if so, the details thereof;

c) the current status of electricity infrastructure development in the sector,
including allocation of funds, executing agency, and physical progress
made so far; and
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d) the expected timeline for completion of the electricity infrastructure and
provision of electricity connections to residents of Sector 1-12?

Minister for Energy (Power Division) (Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari):
(a) IESCO approved the external electrification scheme for CDA Sector |-12 vide
Letter No.
10383-89 dated 27.06.2025. The approved ultimate system load is 59.582 MW, to
be supplied through 25 No. 11 kV feeders emanating from the 132 kV I-11 Grid
Station.

Subsequently, IESCO issued Demand Notice No. 10390-97 dated 27.06.2025
(Annex-A) for the deposit of capital cost amounting to Rs. 1,857 million, design
vetting fee of Rs. 25.5 million, and railway crossing charges of Rs. 800 million.

However, the required amount has not been deposited by the Capital
Development Authority (CDA).

(b) The external electrification of Sector 1-12 has been approved through an
overhead electrical distribution system, as requested by the Capital Development
Authority (CDA), based on the electrification design submitted by its consultant.
Likewise, internal electrification can be approved by IESCO once CDA submits
electrification design and fulfills all other codal formalities.

(c) The electricity infrastructure development works will be undertaken by
IESCO upon receipt of payment against the demand notice from the Capital
Development Authority (CDA).

(d) Upon payment of the demand notice by the Capital Development Authority
(CDA), the external electrification works can be completed within six (06) months,
subject to the availability of the required right-of-way and the issuance of the
requisite No Objection Certificate (NOC) by Pakistan Railways.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library.)
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DETAILS OF ALL PAKISTANI EMBASSIES WORLDWIDE
103. * Ms. Shahida Begum:
Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:
a) the details of all Pakistani embassies, high commissions, permanent

missions, consulates-general and consulates operating worldwide,
indicating their locations and jurisdictions;

b) the names, grades and dates of posting of ambassadors, high
commissioners, permanent representatives and heads of mission
currently serving at each mission;

c¢) the diplomatic missions where the posts of ambassador, high
commissioner, permanent representative or head of mission arc presently
vacant, together with the duration and reasons for such vacancies; and

d) the criteria and procedure adopted for appointment of heads of mission
and the steps being taken by the Government to fill vacant positions and
strengthen Pakistan's diplomatic representation abroad?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar): (a) The details
of all Pakistani Embassies, High Commissions, permanent missions, Consulates
General and Consulates operating worldwide, indicating their locations and
jurisdictions; The details are at Annex-A.

(b) The names, grades and dates of posting of Ambassadors, High
Commissioners, Permanent Representatives or Head of Missions currently serving
at each mission. The details are at Annex-B.

(c) The diplomatic missions where the posts of Ambassadors, High
Commissioners, permanent Representatives or Head of Missions are presently
vacant, together with the duration and reasons for such vacancies Annex-C.

(d) The criteria and procedure adopted for appointment of Heads of Missions
and the steps being taken by the Government to fill vacant positions and
strengthen Pakistan’s diplomatic representation abroad?
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The Ambassadors/High Commissioners, including non-career, are posted to

different Missions with the approval of the Prime Minister. The Ambassadors/High

Commissioners-designate proceed to their station of posting only after Agreement

from the host government is received.

(Annexures have been placed in the National Assembly Library.)

TOTAL NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES OF IESCO IN GUJAR KHAN

104.

a)

b)

d)

f)

* Ms. Natasha Daultana:

Will the Minister for Energy (Power Division) be pleased to state:

the total number of officers and officials presently serving in Gujar Khan
under Islamabad Electric Supply Company (IESCO), including the staff
posted in Subdivision Gulyana, along with their names, designations, BPS,
dates of posting, and total duration of their service's at the present place
of posting;

whether any policy/rules exist regarding transfer and posting tenure of
IESCO officers and officials;

the prescribed minimum and maximum tenure for officers/officials to
remain posted at the same station, subdivision, or office under the existing
policy;

the number of officers/officials presently serving in Gujar Khan and
Subdivision Gulyana who have remained posted at the same place for
more than: 03 years, 05 years and 10 years;

whether any exemptions or special permissions have been granted to
officers/officials for extended postings in Gujar Khan or Subdivision
Gulyana; if so, the details thereof; and

whether the Government intends to ensure transparent and merit-based
implementation of transfer/posting policies in IESCO, particularly in Gujar
Khan and Subdivision Gulyana; if so, the details thereof?

Minister for Energy (Power Division) (Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari):

(a) (i) Following No. of employees are working in Gujar Khan Division against

456 Sanctioned Strength: -
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- Officers: 04
- Officials: 244

« Total: 248

(ii) Against 85 sanctioned positions, only 53 employees are currently
working in Gulyana Sub Division, resulting in 32 vacant posts. The
detailed particulars of the staff presently posted in Gulyana Sub
Division, including their names, designations, BPS, dates of posting, and
length of service, are attached at Annex-A.

(b) As per the IESCO transfer Policy, transfers and postings are affected
primarily to meet the operational requirements of the Company in its field
formations and offices. Such transfers/postings are made with the consent of, or
upon the request of, the concerned Head of Formation, keeping in view the
functional needs and administrative exigencies.

(c) As per the IESCO Transfer Policy, the preferable minimum tenure of an
employee at a station is two (02) years, except in cases involving proMotion or
administrative exigencies. The policy does not prescribe any maximum tenure for
posting at a particular station.

It is further submitted that IESCO is currently facing an overall manpower
shortage of approximately 47% across almost all cadres and formations. Under
these circumstances, every effort is made to maintain the minimum required
manpower at each station to ensure uninterrupted operations. Furthermore,
employees having knowledge of local conditions, operational issues, and the
historical background of the area are, where appropriate, retained to ensure
continuity, operational efficiency, and effective service delivery.

(d) Abstract of Officers /officials presently serving beyond prescribed tenure is
as under:

e More than 03 Years =11
« More than 05 Years =13
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+ Morethan 10 Years =12
(e) No blanket exemptions from the IESCO Transfer Policy have been granted
to any employee. Postings and transfers are made strictly in accordance with the
operational requirements of the Company, administrative considerations, and the
availability of vacancies, with the consent of, or upon the request of, the concerned
Head of Formation.

(f) IESCO ensures that all postings and transfers are carried out in a transparent
manner, strictly on merit, and in accordance with the operational requirements of
the Company, administrative considerations, and the availability of vacancies.

However, in view of the acute manpower shortage, staff awareness of local
issues and technical knowledge is also considered to maintain operational
efficiency.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library.)

AMOUNT PAID TO IPPs
105. * Mr. Muhammad Bashir Khan:
Will the Minister for Energy (Power Division) be pleased to state:

a) whether it is a fact that an amount of Rs. 3,400 billion has been paid to the
Independent Power Producers (IPPs) up to the present data;

b) if so, quantum of megawatts (MW) of electricity that has been provided
by IPPs to the National Grid System so far;

c¢) whether it is fact that the agreements with the IPPs will remain
operational/effective till ten years; and

d) whetheritis a fact that the country is facing a severe shortage of electricity
and the solar/renewable energy initiatives are being discouraged, if so, the
reasons thereof?

Minister for Energy (Power Division) (Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari):

(a) No. During FY 2025-26 (Jul-25 to May-26), an amount of Rs. 2,939 billion was
booked against power procurement from generators. The billing for June, 2026 is
under process and yet has not been finalized.
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(b) During FY 2025-26 (Jul-25 to May-26), 115,206 GWh were provided to the
Grid by the power producers.

(c) No.

(d) No. The country is neither facing a shortage of electricity, nor discouraging
solar/renewable energy initiative. The future power procurement is to be made
through integrated planning approach whereby renewable energy projects would
be catered for as per the Integrated System Plan.

DETAILS OF THE IPPs
106. * Mr. Sher Afzal Khan:
Will the Minister for Energy (Power Division) be pleased to state:

a) the details of the number of IPPs, their actual productions, it's value/ cost,
payments by the Government of it's actual productions or more/ on their
capacity; and

b) the reasons for more payments than the actual productions during the last
five (05) years, year-wise?

Minister for Energy (Power Division) (Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari):

(a) The details of power producers are attached at Annex-C2. Actual production
and power procurement for FY 2025-26 (Jul-25 to May-26) amounting to Rs.
2,935.762 billion is attached at Annex-C1. The billing for June, 2026 is in process
and yet has not been finalized.

(b) Power Producers are paid for Energy and Capacity payments as per tariff
determined by NEPRA and in compliance to terms and conditions of their
respective Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs). Therefore, there is no excess
payment to the power generator in addition to tariff determined by NEPRA or
payments allowed under their respective PPAs.

(Annexures have been placed in the National Assembly Library.)
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TIMELINE OF SIALKOT-KHARIAN MOTORWAY

107.

a)

b)

* Mr. Muhammad Aslam Ghumman:

Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state:

whether it is a fact that the Sialkot-Kharian Motorway project was
scheduled for completion in 2023, and if so;

what are the reasons for the continued delay and why the allocated funds
for the project were withheld or suspended;

whether the Government has taken notice of the concerns regarding
changes being made to the project's alighment, allegedly to serve personal
interests, resulting in a zigzag route design that may increase the risk of
traffic accidents;

whether it is also a fact that the revised alignment may pose serious risks
to the Sambrial Sialkot Airport; and

whether these alterations were made after due consultation with the
relevant technical authorities and in the larger public interest and if so, the
details thereof?

Minister for Communications (Mr. Abdul Aleem Khan): (a) Sialkot

(Sambrial) -Kharian Motorway was not scheduled for completion in 2023, infact; it

was originally planned for completion within 02 years i.e: 2024.

(b) The project was delayed because of following factors:-

i) Realignment due to hydraulic model study of proposed Motorway
bridge over Chenab River.

ii) Hyperinflation in the Country.

iii) Conversion of Motorway from 4 to 6 lanes.

Above factors resulted into re-negotiation of PPP Agreement and delay in

the execution of the Project. Accordingly, construction activities were halted and

allocated funds for the project were withheld.

(c) No alteration has been made to serve any personal interest. All alignment

options have been developed strictly in accordance with international engineering
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standards and were evaluated on the basis of technical, economic, environmental,
and social considerations. The alignment satisfies AASHTO Standards and doesn't
pose any safety risk.

(d) The proposed alignment has been examined carefully by concessionaire M/s
SKIM (PVT) and design consultant to ensure that it maintains a safe distance from
the airport and does not adversely affect its operations or safety.

(e) As reported by the Concessionaire M/s SKIM (Pvt) Ltd, multiple alighment
options were prepared by design consultant M/s Zeeruk (Pvt) Ltd and were
evaluated by the Independent Engineer appointed for the project, and the final
alignment was approved by CDWP in its meeting held on 05-05-2023. The
alignment selection process was based on detailed engineering studies, including
geometric design, hydrological and geotechnical investigations, and environmental
assessments, with the objective of serving the larger public interest.

ESCALATION OF COST IN LAHORE-BAHAWALNAGAR MOTORWAY
108. * Dr. Sharmila Faruqui:
Will the Minister for Communications be pleased to state:

a) why the Lahore-Bahawalnagar Motorway project cost has ballooned by
over 75 percent from Rs. 264 billion to Rs. 465 billion during the last two
years;

b) whether the Planning Ministry has observed that this road project could
"Jeopardise the viability, need and up-gradation" of the CPEC Mainline-1
(ML-1) project; and

c¢) whether the National Fiscal Pact explicitly bars federal financing of
provincial projects, yet the Central Development Working Party (CDWP)
has granted only in-principle approval for the 18.5-kilometre Lahore Ring
Road section of the Lahore-Bahawalnagar Motorway, whether the
direction have been issued to conduct comprehensive feasibility studies
for the remaining 276.5 kilometers and explore alternative financing
options?
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Minister for Communications (Mr. Abdul Aleem Khan):

(a) °

(b)

(c) °

1.

The original PC-1, prepared on the basis of the preliminary Design, was
approved by ECNEC on 19-07-2023 at an estimated cost of Rs. 263,795.86
million, based on CSR 2022.

Subsequently, following the completion of the Detailed Design and
revision of cost estimates in accordance with CSR 2025, a revised PC-1
amounting to Rs. 406,914.192 million has been submitted for approval by
CDWP/ECNEC.

Pertains to Ministry of Planning Development & Special Initiatives.

The response regarding National Fiscal Pact explicitly barring federal
financing of provincial projects pertains to Ministry of Planning,
Development & Special Initiatives.

The project was discussed in a meeting on 05-03-2026 wherein Honorable
Prime Minister had directed as under:

i. Package-1, phase 1la (18.5 km) to be executed by NHA with GoP

financing;

sections;

2.

ii. Public-Private Partnership (PPP) mode of financing for viable

iii. NHA to arrange its share out of its revenue as Viability Gap Funding
(VGF) for sections considered viable on PPP mode;

iv. For sections found non-viable on PPP mode, NHA would explore
alternate financing options including financing from International
Financing Institutions (IFls) and execution on GoP funding subject to
availability of funding;

The originally approved alignment, as per the original PC-1 should be

retained, since the estimated cost of this alignment is lower than that of

the proposed new alignment:

e Accordingly, the Revised PC-1, based on the original alignment, with
an estimated cost of Rs. 406,914.192 million (CSR-2025), was
submitted for approval by CDWP/ECNEC.
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e CDWP in its meeting dated 24.06.2026 has recommended the
revised PC-1 for approval of ECNEC.

e Moreover, the commercial feasibility study to assess the viability of
the sections under the PPP mode is currently underway and is
expected to be completed by 30" August, 2026.

Meanwhile, in light of PM’s directive and ECNEC’s direction, NHA has
requested EAD to approach International Financial Institutions (IFls) for financing
of remaining sections of Lahore-Sahiwal-Bahawalnagar Motorway. Response is
awaited.

STEPS TAKEN TO ELIMINATE UNANNOUNCED LOAD SHEDDING OF GAS IN
BALOCHISTAN
109. * Sardar Muhammad Yaqoob Khan Nasir:

Will the Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) be pleased to state the

practical steps taken by the Government to eliminate the pressure drop
and unannounced/un-scheduled load shedding of Gas in Balochistan?

Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) (Mr. Ali Pervaiz): As per SSGCL's
report, the gas pressure across the distribution network in Balochistan is generally
being maintained within the prescribed operational standards. However, localized
pressure fluctuations may be experienced in a limited number of muhallas and
small pockets during peak demand periods owing to supply-demand constraints.
SSGCL does not implement any policy of gas load shedding. In order to ensure
equitable distribution of the available gas across its distribution network during
periods of supply-demand imbalance, the Company undertakes load management,
where operationally required.

CURRENT STATUS OF FEDERAL SCIENTIFIC LABORATORIES, TESTING FACILITIES
AND RESEARCH CENTRES
110. * Mr. Ali Muhammad:

Will the Minister for Science and Technology be pleased to state:

a) the current status of federal scientific laboratories, testing facilities and
research centres operating under the Ministry and its attached
organizations, including PCSIR, PNAC, PSQCA and other institutions;
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b) whether any inventory and audit have been conducted regarding scientific
equipment, laboratory assets and research infrastructure, particularly in
institutions that have been restructured, merged or closed,;

c) the steps taken to modernize testing laboratories, obtain international
accreditation and enhance national capabilities in industrial testing,
certification and applied research;

d) what measures are being implemented to ensure that Pakistan possesses
adequate scientific and testing infrastructure to support exports,
innovation, industrial development and regulatory oversight; and

e) the steps taken regarding allegedly missing laboratory equipment,
underutilized facilities and dependence on private laboratories for testing
services?

Minister for Science and Technology (Mr. Khalid Hussain Magsi): (a) PCSIR

Pakistan Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (PCSIR) is the premier
public sector research and development (R&D) organization functioning under the
administrative control of the Ministry of Science and Technology (MoST). It is
mandated to undertake, promote and guide scientific and technological research
related to the establishment and development of Pakistani industries, and to
disseminate the outcomes of such research for the socio-economic development
of the country.

PCSIR has a nationwide network of 17 laboratories and research units,
including six training institutes, located across the country (Annexure-l). Its
laboratories are equipped with state-of-the-art scientific instrumentation and
supported by highly qualified and skilled technical manpower. A number of PCSIR
laboratories are accredited to ISO/IEC 17025, enabling them to provide reliable and
internationally recognized testing and calibration services.

PCSIR is actively supporting the industrial sector by providing cost-effective
technological solutions, testing, calibration, analytical, consultancy and technical
services to enhance industrial productivity and competitiveness. Its broad-based
activities encompass technology development, human resource development,
quality control and quality assurance services, consultancy and troubleshooting,
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industrial collaboration, and fulfillment of Pakistan's obligations under
international trade and quality frameworks. PCSIR laboratories provide testing
services to a wide range of industries, including exporters, thereby contributing
significantly to quality assurance and compliance with national and international
standards.
PSQCA

QCC/PSQCA is providing conformity assessment testing services of
mandatory items under the scheme of PSQCA. The detail of testing facilities is given
below:
Chemical Labs:

Mineral Water, Feed & Fertilizers, Vegetable Oils, Ghee, Butter, Combustion
Engine oil, Dairy Products, Biscuits, Grains & Cereals, Paints, Toilet Soaps, Washing
Soaps, Detergents, Sugar, Stationery, Cosmetic products Items etc.

Physical & Engineering Labs:

Non-Pressure/ Pressure UPVC Pipe, HDPE, PPRC, Conduits and other

Polymer Materials, Paper, Home Gas appliances, Structural Steel, Aluminum Rods

and other Non-Ferrous Materials, Safety Razor Blades, Disposable Razors, Sewing
Machine etc.
Building Material Labs:

Cement, Concrete Blocks, Cylinders, Cubes and Clay Bricks, R.C.C. Pipes etc.
Textile Labs:

Yarn, Fabrics Materials, Tarpaulin, PP Bags, Geo Textile membrane etc.

Electrical Labs:

Electric Fans (Ceiling, Pedestal and Bracket), Electric Switches, Sockets and
Plugs, Electric Cables, Electric Iron, Bulbs Lead Storage Batteries, Electric Iron,
Electric Home Appliances etc.
Microbiology

All food and cosmetic items is at Annexure-Il.

(b) PCSIR PCSIR maintains a comprehensive inventory of scientific equipment,
laboratory assets, and research infrastructure in accordance with the applicable
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Government financial rules, procurement regulations, and inventory management
procedures.

Periodic physical verification, annual stock-taking, internal inspections, and
statutory audits are conducted to ensure the proper utilization, maintenance,
safeguarding, and accountability of laboratory assets. Observations raised during
internal and external audits, as well as by other oversight authorities, are addressed
through appropriate corrective and compliance measures.

PCSIR has a dedicated Finance Wing, including an Audit Division, responsible
for internal financial oversight and ensuring compliance with applicable financial
rules and regulations. As a statutory organization under the Federal Government,
PCSIR is also subject to regular external audits conducted by the Auditor General of
Pakistan.

The financial oversight framework includes:
Internal financial audits.
External audits conducted by the Auditor General of Pakistan.

These audits primarily examine procurement processes, asset acquisition
and management, financial compliance, utilization of development and recurring
funds, maintenance of inventory records, and adherence to applicable financial and
governance frameworks.

PSQCA

QCC/PSQCA neither restructured nor merged/closed. However, detail of

equipment is available in each lab. No audit in this regard was conducted.

(c) PCSIR The Pakistan Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (PCSIR) has
undertaken a number of initiatives to modernize its laboratories, strengthen
testing and calibration services, and enhance its applied research and innovation
capabilities. The major initiatives include:

e Modernization and upgradation of laboratory infrastructure through
PSDP and other development projects (Annexure-Ill).

e |Implementation, maintenance, and expansion of internationally
recognized quality management systems, including ISO/IEC 17025:2017
accreditation for testing and calibration laboratories, to enhance
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laboratory competence and ensure compliance with international
standards. Brief regarding testing capabilities of PCSIR is attached at
Annexure-IV.

e Acquisition and installation of modern analytical and scientific
instruments through PSDP and other development initiatives, including
a recently approved Export Development Fund (EDF)-funded project.

e Execution of ongoing PSDP projects aimed at upgrading laboratory
infrastructure and capabilities in accordance with international
requirements.

e Strengthening quality management systems through regular internal
audits, participation in proficiency testing programmes, inter-laboratory
comparisons, and continuous staff competency development.

e Strengthening collaboration with industry, academia, and public sector
organizations to provide testing, calibration, consultancy, technology
development, and applied research services aligned with national
industrial requirements.

e Promotion of industry-oriented R&D focusing on indigenous
technologies, import substitution, value addition, quality assurance,
technology commercialization, and innovation to enhance industrial
competitiveness and contribute to sustainable economic growth.

PSQCA

QCC Karachi laboratories have also been upgraded via purchasing of high
tech equipment through the successful completion of project (Purchase of Lab
Equipment/Provision of furniture and Fixture for PSQCA Laboratory Complex,
Karachi/2018).

Proposed PC-1 for Strengthening of Testing Facilities at QCC (North) PSQCA
Lahore and different proposals submitted time to time to PSQCA (Head Quarter)
Karachi, still under consideration.

PNAC
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PNAC has Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA) signatory status with
regional and international apex bodies such as Asia Pacific Accreditation Forum
(IAF) & International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) by virtue of that
the test reports / certificates issued by the Conformity Assessment Bodies (CABs)
accredited by PNAC are accepted worldwide. Recently IAF & ILAC merger take place
and newly organization namely Global ACI.

(d) PCSIR The Ministry of Science and Technology is strengthening the national
scientific infrastructure through continuous investment in laboratory
modernization, accreditation, human resource development, and digital
transformation.

In line with this objective, the Pakistan Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research (PCSIR) provides internationally recognized testing, calibration, product
development, consultancy, technology transfer, and technical support services to
exporters, manufacturers, SMEs, and regulatory organizations. The integration of
accredited laboratories with digital platforms, including the Pakistan Single Window
(PSW), has further enhanced transparency, operational efficiency, and export
facilitation.

PCSIR is also implementing research and development projects aimed at
promoting indigenous technologies, import substitution, value addition, industrial
competitiveness, and innovation-driven economic growth.

At the PCSIR Laboratories Complex, Lahore, Karachi and Peshawar
continuous efforts are being made to strengthen scientific and testing
infrastructure in accordance with national and international requirements to
support exports, industrial development, innovation, and regulatory oversight.
These complexes possess one of the country's broadest testing capabilities,
covering industrial chemicals, food and feed, pharmaceuticals, edible oils and fats,
ghee, cosmetics, petrochemicals, textiles, leather, polymers, paints, paper,
fertilizers, pesticides, and other industrial products. Testing analytical, and technical
consultancy services are being provided to a large number of public and private
sector clients across the country.



63

To further enhance its technical capabilities, PCSIR has undertaken several
PSDP-funded projects in emerging areas, including cannabis cultivation and
processing, gene editing, and industrial fermentation. The acquisition of advanced
scientific equipment under these projects has significantly strengthened the
analytical and research capabilities of PCSIR Laboratories.

PSQCA

QCC/PSQCA is not directly dealing with the clients.

Accreditation of QCC labs Karachi was achieved in 2006. Application for
renewal has also been submitted to PNAC. Our laboratories are running according
to ISO-17025 and fulfilling the major requirements like calibration, International
Proficiency Testing (PT) clearance with excellent Z’ Score.

Accreditation of QCC Lahore Labs was achieved in 2022, which was expired
in 2025 due to financial and manpower issues.

PNAC

The test reports, inspection reports / certificates and calibration certificates
issued by the Conformity Assessment Bodies (CABs) accredited by PNAC are
accepted globally due to international MRA status of PNAC.

(e) PCSIR PCSIR has established institutional mechanisms for inventory control,
asset verification, preventive maintenance, and periodic auditing of laboratory
equipment and scientific infrastructure to ensure their proper utilization,
maintenance, and accountability.

There is no missing laboratory equipment at PCSIR Laboratories Complexes. The

available scientific equipment are being utilized to its maximum potential.

However, its operational capacity can be further enhanced through the

induction of skilled technical manpower and scientists in emerging areas of

science and technology.

Wherever laboratory equipment requires repair, replacement, or
upgradation, the necessary action is initiated in accordance with applicable
procurement procedures and subject to the availability of financial resources.
PCSIR is also optimizing the utilization of existing facilities through resource sharing
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among its laboratories, expansion of the scope of accredited testing services, and
implementation of PSDP-funded laboratory modernization projects.

PCSIR continues to strengthen its in-house testing capabilities with the
objective of minimizing reliance on private laboratories. Nevertheless, in highly
specialized areas where the required testing facilities are not yet available within
PCSIR or other government laboratories, services may be obtained from accredited
laboratories to ensure continuity of testing and compliance with national and
international standards.

PSQCA

QCC/PSQCA performs testing and reporting of items for which it has the
required testing equipment and facilities. However, certain items that are heavy in
weight or large in size, or other technical reasons, are tested at the manufacturer’s
premises.

(Annexures have been placed in the National Assembly Library.)
OPERATIONAL OVERLAP IN FEDERAL SCIENTIFIC ORGANIZATIONS

111. * Syed Rafiullah:
Will the Minister for Science and Technology be pleased to state:

a) whether the Ministry has identified instances where regulatory functions
relating to standards, conformity assessment, certification and technical
regulation overlap among the Federal institutions;

b) whether such overlaps have resulted in legal disputes, delays in policy
implementation, increased compliance costs or regulatory uncertainty for
industry;

c¢) what measures are being taken by the Government to clarify and
strengthen the statutory role of PSQCA as Pakistan's National Standards
Body and to avoid from duplication of functions by other agencies;

d) whether the Government intends to undertake a comprehensive review
of Pakistan's technical regulatory architecture to ensure consistency with
international best practices and facilitate industrial growth; and
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e) whether it is a fact that recent disagreements regarding vehicle standards
regulation have raised questions concerning institutional mandates and
regulatory overlap?

Minister for Science and Technology (Mr. Khalid Hussain Magsi): (a) PCSIR

Organizations such as PSQCA, PNAC, PCSIR, and NMIP have distinct statutory
mandates; however, certain technical activities such as laboratory testing,
conformity assessment, calibration, and certification may complement each other
in support of national quality infrastructure. Coordination mechanisms and inter-
agency consultations are in place to minimize operational overlap and ensure
efficient service delivery.
PSQCA

The Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA), established
under the PSQCA Act-VI of 1996, is the sole National Standard Body (NSB), at
Standards Development stage being full member body of International Standard
Development Organizations such as ISO, IEC, OIML, SARSO and SMIIC, according to
Gazetted Pakistan Standards Rules, 2008, comprising comprehensive and efficient
mechanism of sector-wise Technical Committees and National Standard Committee
comprising stakeholders, for Standards Development. PSQCA operates under the
administrative control of Ministry of Science and Technology as a designated
Regulatory Authority, looking after the mandates of Conformity Assessment
pertaining to Product Certification and Registration of Inspection Agencies
(particularly Pre-Shipment Inspection Agencies).

It is pertinent to mention that after the 18th Constitutional Amendment in
2010, which devolved the subject of "Food" to the provinces, an initial ambiguity
arose regarding the clear demarcation of roles between the Federal Pakistan
Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA) and the newly established
Provincial Food Authorities (PFAs). This matter, concerning the standardization and
regulatory jurisdiction over food, was indeed taken up by the Council of Common
Interests (CCI) to resolve the dispute. While the Resolution process took time due
to the complexities of devolution and inter-provincial coordination, the CCl, in its
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44th meeting in April, 2021, issued a clear and definitive decision. This decision
aimed to establish a harmonized framework for food standards across the country.

Wherein, in designated Automotive Sector of Standardization, PSQCA has
developed multiple various National Standards of Two Wheelers, Three-Wheelers,
Auto Vehicles, EV Vehicles Bikes & Buses etc. Also, Two Wheelers & Three-Wheelers
Standards are currently technical regulations i.e. mandatory items to meet Pakistan
Standards. PSQCA is also moving towards & eligible enough for designation as
National Focal Point and Regulatory Body for UNECE WP-29 Vehicle Regulations.
Moreover, recently on 15" April, 2026, the MoST has also withdrawn its past NOC
for Draft MVID Act, thus, complementing sector-related Competency & Eligibility
of PSQCA. PSQCA has also adopted 14 WP-29 Vehicle Standards Regulations as
Pakistan Standards.

But unfortunately, primarily, on 24" September, 2025 ECC of the Federal
Cabinet notified Engineering Development Board, MolP for Standardization role of
Automobiles in its Decision on the basis of unjustified forwarded summary.
Furthermore, it is also pertinent to mention that EDB, MolP further has
overreached its jurisdictional boundaries recently set & limited by ECC of the
Federal Cabinet on 24" September, 2025, in its Case No. ECC-172/22/2025 decision
no. ii clearly stating “Ministry of Industries & Production will notify the standards
before 30" September, 2025”. However, afterwards Ministry of Commerce
declared EDB’s role in its SRO 1895, dated 30" September, 2025 as “The
commercial importation shall be subject to environmental, safety, and quality
standards, testing and certification requirements, prescribed by the Engineering
Development Board, Ministry of Industries and Production.” Followed by MoC'’s
SRO, EDB MolP issued Notification No. EDB/Autolmport/WP-29/2025 dated 30
September, 2025, adopting UNECE WP-29 Standards, however, thereafter EDB via
self claim unjustifiably, extended its role beyond their ECC set ‘standards’ mandate,
into para 2 under ‘Conditions set on the commercial imports of used vehicles’ as
improper eligibility, Pre-Shipment Inspection Companies regulation, Post-Shipment
inspection and broader spectrum import regulation matters. And after that on 16"
December 2025, Ministry of Commerce and the Federal Government’s Import
Policy Order 2022 Amendment S.R.O No. 2443(1)/2025 highlighting PSQCA’s role
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was issued clearly stating that “The Pre-Shipment Inspection Agencies or
Companies, as the case may be, duly registered with the Pakistan Standards and
Quality Control Authority (PSQCA), having international accreditation of its foreign
principals with International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) or Global
Accreditation Cooperation (GLOBAC), shall be eligible to conduct pre-shipment
inspection in accordance with the provisions of the Import Policy Order 2022.” As
complemented by the fact that PSQCA is Regulating and Registering the Inspection
Agencies for approval to carry on the business of inspection in Pakistan, since 1982
under “The Inspection Agencies (Registration & Regulation) Ordinance 1981”,
“Inspection Agencies Registration and Regulation Rules, 1981 (SRO 10 (j)/82)” and
in exercise of power conferred under Section-8, sub-section xxii of PSQCA Act-VI of
1996 in accordance with ISO/IEC norms, guideline standards & practices.

In view of above, it is clear breach of jurisdictional limits of mandate by EDB,
MolP as already set, defined and restricted by ECC, thus hijacking PSQCA’s mandate
of Registration of Inspection Agencies. Furthermore, similarly going beyond
mandate limits, on 28" January, 2026, MolP in its letter to MoC vide Ref
No.2(11)/2025-LED-II, requested to add new clause in Import Policy Order, 2022,
stating:

“the importer shall provide a pre-shipment certificate verifying that

the used vehicle so imported meets the EDB’s notified regulations

and standards. The PSI Company issuing such certificate shall be

internationally accredited, duly registered with the concerned

agency of the country of origin of the vehicle and the EDB of

Pakistan”.

On this development, MoC conducted a Consultative meeting with PSQCA,
MoC, FBR, and EDB, MolP, on 16th March, 2026, after PSQCA has Registered 02
PSIAs with Automobile scope of work. According to the Minutes imposed decision
no. iii of the Consultative meeting vide MoC OM No. 1(14)/2025-IMP-IlI, if any
Inspection Agency’s case will be further recommended for Registration by PSQCA

for Pre-Shipment Inspections of Automobiles scope of work, the case will be
referred to MolP & EDB for NOC & clearance via developed mechanism, although
in absence of any EDB Supporting legislation Act or SRO for Pre-Shipment or Post-
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Shipment Inspections. Also, as per decision no.i of the minutes, MolP/EDB was
supposed to revise its 30" September, 2025 notification, specifically ‘Para 2’, but
it didn’t happen yet.

In this regard, PSQCA also presented its views & comments on Draft MVID
Act & Auto Policy 2026-2031 (especially Chapter 3.4(b) PSIA Regulation and
Standardization role), claiming PSQCA’s statutory role.

(b) Yes, due to these overlapping unjustified attempts leading to hijacking of
already exercised PSQCA’s mandates of Standardization (Automotive Sector) and
Registration of Inspection Agencies (particularly PSIAs), stakeholders have faced
obstructions, ambiguity (unclear) and Government Authorities such as Ministry of
Commerce (Pakistan Customs) has faced delays in Policy / SRO Implementations,
because EDB, MolP going beyond their lawful mandate jurisdictional limits.

(c) On 15™ Apri, 2026, the MoST has also withdrawn its past NOC (Go ahead to
MolP) for Draft MVID Act,thus, complementing sector-related Competency &
Eligibility of PSQCA. Secondly, MoST’s current management has raised PSQCA’s
mandate related issues on inter-ministerial forums and at Senate and relevant
powerful Decision making forums / meetings, even with Deputy Prime Minister.

MoST is currently working and in corrspondence for rectification of
notifications pertaining to PSQCA’s mandates relevant to Automobiles sector,
followed by moving of revised Summary to ECC of the Cabinet for Standardization
role of PSQCA for Automobile Sector.

(d) Ministry of Science and Technology is making efforts to strengthen the
National Quality infrastructure related organizations i.e PSQCA, PNAC, NMIP and
PCSIR to avoid such type of overlapping of the functions / mandate.

PSQCA is formulating the standard as per the international compliance for
the best interest of the consumers, manufacturers, exporters etc and ease of doing
businesses.
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(e) The Pakistan's Standards are progressively aligned with the international
norms, according to international standard guidelines and the government is
actively pursuing harmonization to enhance global potential trade competitiveness
(specifically removal of technical barriers to trade), trade facilitation, consumer
safety and ease of doing business. PSQCA has adopted about 33 plus EV Vehicles
standards besides, 14 WP-29 Vehicle Standards Regulations after going through
proper comprehensive and efficient mechanism of Automotive Sector Technical
Committees and National Standard Committee comprising stakeholders, for
Standards Development.

However, regarding notifying of unjustifiable mandate of Standardization
role of Automobiles to EDV, MolP by ECC of Federal Cabinet, in parallel to already
functioning of PSQCA Standardization Directorate in this domain, has not only
shaken confidence of stakeholders, but also the regulatory affairs Conformity
Assessment Directorates of PSQCA .

CURRENT SCHEDULE AND DURATION OF ELECTRICITY AND LOADSHEDDING IN
D.I.KHAN
112. * Mr. Fateh Ullah Khan:

Will the Minister for Energy (Power Division) be pleased to state:

a) the current schedule and duration of electricity load shedding in urban and
rural areas of Dera Ismail Khan; and
b) the reasons for prolonged outages faced by consumers in the said district?

Minister for Energy (Power Division) (Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari):
(a) Current load management duration of District Dera Ismail Khan is attached
as Annex-A.
Furthermore, the load management schedule is managed by PESCO as per
demand supply situation.

(b) Only schedule load management is being carried out by PESCO according to
Aggregate Technical and Commercial (AT&C) loss of the 11kV Feeders as per SOP
through the Province (PESCO jurisdiction), including D.l. Khan District.
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In case of any fault or system constraints on 11kV feeder, relief is being
granted in schedule load management as per PESCOs SOP.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library.)

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

PROVISION OF ELECTRICITY TRANSFORMER TO MOSQUE AYESHA KHAWAS
KATLAH
19. Ms. Aliya Kamran:

Will the Minister for Energy (Power Division) be pleased to state whether
electricity transformer has been provided to Mosque Ayesha Khawas
Katlah, Village Lower Shahother, UC Garlat, Tehsil Balakot and District
Mansehra; if so, the detail thereof?

Minister for Energy (Power Division) (Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari):
The requirement of additional transformer for power supply to Mosque Ayesha,
Khawas Katlah, Village Lower Shah other was primarily due to low voltage from
existing 200 KVA distribution transformers. To resolve the issue, 04 No. Low
Tension (LT) Poles along with conductor/allied material were installed at site on
27.01.2025. The case was sanctioned under Annual Maintenance & Repair head
dated 12.12.2024 amounting to Rs. 585,300/-.

It is pertinent to mention that the issue of low voltage was resolved after
installation of 04 No. LT Poles at site of mosque Ayesha Khawas Katlah, Village
lower Shahotar Tehsil Balakot, Mansehra, resulting in significant improvement in
voltage profile.

Therefore, the installation of additional transformer is not feasible as the
existing transformer is already under- loaded and voltage problems of the area also
stands resolved.

STEPS TAKEN TO REDUCE THE PETROLEUM LEVY
20. Mr. Asif Khan:

Will the Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) be pleased to state:
a) whether it is a fact that the Government has recently increased the
Petroleum Levy, if so, the reasons thereof;
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b) whether the Government has assessed the impact of increased petroleum
prices on the ordinary citizens, particularly salaried persons, labourers,
farmers and low-income households, amid rising inflation; If so, details
thereof; and

c) the steps being taken by the Government to reduce the Petroleum Levy to
protect common citizens from further financial hardships?

Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) (Mr. Ali Pervaiz): (a) Yes. The rate
of Petroleum Levy, which had been reduced during exceptional international
market volatility to cushion consumers, has been restored in phases in line with the
approved budgetary target as per following details:

Effective Date MS/Petrol PL (Rs./Litre) | HSD PL (Rs./Litre)
1Jul, 2026 66.64 79.54
2 Jul., 2026 64.14 77.04
4 Jul., 2026 70.36 70.82

11 Jul., 2026 80.00 70.82
6 Aug., 2026 80.00 72.26
7 Aug., 2026 80.00 73.47
8 Aug., 2026 80.00 74.28

12 Aug., 2026 80.00 76.28

13 Aug., 2026 80.00 77.28

14 Aug., 2026 80.00 78.28

20 Aug., 2026 80.00 80.00

The Federal Budget 2026-27 provides a target of Rs. 1,676 billion in respect
of Petroleum Levy receipts, based on an average levy rate of Rs. 80/litre on MS and
HSD.

(b) No separate assessment of the impact on specific consumer groups has
been undertaken by the Petroleum Division, as Petroleum Levy targets form part
of the approved Federal Budget and committed under associated fiscal
commitments with international financing institutions.

(c) The Petroleum Levy is a fiscal revenue measure determined within the
approved budgetary framework and prevailing fiscal commitments. Any reduction
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is considered by the Government subject to available fiscal space, commitments
with International Financial Institutions, revenue requirements and international
petroleum market conditions. However, relief of declining international prices, as
and when possible, is passed on to the consumers.

APPLICATIONS FOR GAS CONNECTIONS IN SECTOR I-11/1/2, ISLAMABAD
21.  Mr. Anjum Aqeel Khan:
Will the Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) be pleased to state:
a) the details total number of applications received alongwith their names
and addresses for installation of Gas connections in Sector 1-11/1/2,

Islamabad during the years, 2025 and 2026 and connections provided;

b) total number of applicants, the details of cases against which securely is
not so far been conducted, nor the demand notices have been issued nor
the connections are provided, the reasons thereof; and

c) the total number of applicants in relation to their cases surveys have been
conducted , however, demand notices are not issued; if so, the reasons
thereof?

Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) (Mr. Ali Pervaiz): (a) The total
number of applications for provision of RLNG domestic gas connection during the
years 2025 and 2026 received from the residents of Sector I/11 sub-sector 1 and 2
are 445 including both 217 on fast-track basis and 228 in normal category. 14 RLNG
based domestic connections have been provided in the said sector till date. Details
attached as Annex-A.

(b) SNGPL has issued urgent fee bills against applications received before/upto
10.01.2026. Only 43 applications qualified for issuance of urgent fee bills which
were issued accordingly. Out of which only 37 applicants deposited the urgent fee.
Survey of these cases was subsequently carried out and demand notices to 26
applicants for payment of security and service-line charges were issued, 4
applicants did not deposit the connection fee.
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RLNG domestic connections have been provided to 14 consumers on their
turn / merit. It is to highlight that the lines in Sector I-11/1 & I-11/2 were damaged
during development work by CDA. The provision of gas connections was
consequently stopped.

The issue has been taken up with CDA for recovery of damages. A total of
419 applications are pending. Furthermore, consequent upon disruption of RLNG
form Qatar, provision of gas connections are currently under pause. As such, work
on all pending applications in the said sector will be carried out after repair of
damage network and normalization of LNG supplies.

(c) Survey of 37 applicants’ premises was carried out but demand notices were
issued to 26 applicants whereas remaining 11 Demand Notices could not be issued
due to damaged network. These will be issued after repair / commission of the
damaged gas network and normalization of RLNG supplies.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library.)
ISSUE OF ELECTRICITY METERS IN BATTO BANDA, TURGAR

22. Syed Rafiullah:
Will the Minister for Energy (Power Division) be pleased to state:

a) electricity meters are not being installed in Batto Banda near Government
Girls School Shanghai Basti Khail Judba, District Turgar; if so, the detail
thereof; and

b) the time by which electricity meters will be installed?

Minister for Energy (Power Division) (Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari):

(a) The said area is un-electrified and the inhabitants of the area have

requested for issuance of Demand Notice. A Demand Notice amounting to Rs.

405,200/- (Annex-l) has been issued by SDO Battagram on 04.06.2026, which has
not, so far, been paid by the sponsor.
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(b) As and when the applicants pays the amount as per Demand Notice, the

electricity meters will installed.
(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library.)

DETAILS OF MEDICAL REIMBURSEMENT OF THE EMPLOYEES
23. Mr. Muhammad Moin Aamer Pirzada:
Will the Minister for Science and Technology be pleased to state:
a) the departmental-wise details of the total Medical Reimbursements by the
said Employees, during the last three years; and
b) the grade-wise names, designations of the officers/officials who have
submitted/received amount during the said period?

Minister for Science and Technology (Mr. Khalid Hussain Magsi): (a) The
detail of the total Medical Reimbursements during the last three of departmental-
wise is as follow:

Sr. No. | Name of the Department Annexure
1. PCSIR Annexure-|
2. PSF Annexure-I|
3. PCST Annexure-Il|
4, PEC Annexure-IV
5. CWHR Annexure-V
6. NUST Annexure-VI
7. NUTECH Annexure-VII
8. COMSATS Annexure-VIl|
9. PNAC Annexure-IX
10. NIO Annexure-X
11. NIE Annexure-XI|
12. PCRET Annexure-XII|
13. PHA Annexure-XIl|
14. NMIP Annexure-XIV
15. IRADA Annexure-XV
16. PSQCA Annexure-XVI
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An amount of Rs. 37.782 million was spent on account of medical

reimbursements of the serving and retired employees during the last three years.

Financial year-wise break-up is given as under:

Sr. # Financial Year Amount (Rs. in Million)
1. 2023-24 16.388
2. 2024-25 16.382
3. 2025-26 5.012
Total 37.782

(b) The requisite information is attached as Annex-I.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library.)

REASONS OF DELAY IN INSTALLING GAS METERS IN RAWALPINDI

24,

a)

b)

Ms. Huma Akhtar Chughtai:

Will the Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) be pleased to state:
whether it is a fact that despite depositing the amount for demand notices
by the residents of different parts of Rawalpindi, the authorities concerned
have failed to install the gas meters against the applications particularly
Reference Number 79858000202512181216 and Tracking
IDs:14255008048 and 923884674988;

if the reply to (a) above is in affirmative, the reasons of delay thereof; and
what steps are being taken by the SNGPL, Rawalpindi to install meter
against above mentioned (a) tracking Bill IDs?

Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) (Mr. Ali Pervaiz): (a) An amount

of Rs. 21,500/- has been deposited by Mr. Ejaz Khan House No. 192, Street No. 24,
Hussain Block Kotha Kalan Rawalpindi under Account ID 9065125431 on
20.04.2026. SNGPL's Customer Care and Billing (CC&B) system allotted account ID
against reference No. 7985000202512181216 while reported tracking IDs
14255008048 and 923884674988 are incorrect and not traceable in CC&B system
of SNGPL.
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(b) The ongoing conflict in the Middle East has disrupted the normal LNG
supplies in the country. Since domestic connections are based on RLNG supplies,
therefore, due to unavailability of RLNG, processing of the applications has been
put on hold temporarily. Upon normalization of RLNG supplies, the processing of
the applications will be resumed on turn/merit policy.

(c) As stated above.
INSTALLATION OF NEW GAS PIPELINE IN RAWALPINDI CANTT

25. Ms. Shahida Rehmani:
Will the Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) be pleased to state:

a) whether it is a fact that new gas pipelines are installed in the different
areas of Rawalpindi Cantt for improvement of the gas pressure in
particular Street No. 02 and 2A, Tahli Mohri, Ghousia Chowk; and

b) whether it is also a fact that after installation of the new gas pipelines the
gas pressure become more worst as this low gas pressure is affecting
almost 70 to 100 houses and families; and

c) if the reply to (a) and (b) above is in affirmative, the reason of low gas
pressure in the said streets thereof?

Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) (Mr. Ali Pervaiz): (a) Yes, it is a
fact that SNGPL has laid new gas pipelines in different area of Rawalpindi Cantt. A
total of 2.6 Kms gas network has been laid on the recommendations of Corrosion
Protection Department due to old/rusted/leaking pipeline.

(b) No. It is not factually correct to state that the installation of gas pipelines
has resulted in a deterioration of gas pressure in the affected areas. After laying of
the network, Company has not received any complaint regarding low pressure.
SNGPL’s emergency team has visited the streets 02 & 2A Tahli Mohri, Ghousia
Chowk at 20:10 hours on 7% July, 2026 and found sufficient gas pressure available
to the residents of these streets and confirm gas availability during cooking hours.

(c) As stated above.
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TIMELINE OF THE LV PROPOSAL 14
26. Ms. Shahida Begum:
Will the Minister for Energy (Power Division) be pleased to state:

a) whether it is a fact that under IESCO Letter No. 8361-64/CCR/DRG dated
23-04-2026, addressed to the Chief Engineer (P&E), IESCO Islamabad, LV
Proposal Serial No. 14 regarding "Village Bagga Sangral near Khizar House"
was approved for installation of transformer along with HT/LT lines at an
estimated cost of Rs. 20.68 million;

b) whether the said scheme is still awaiting for execution despite severe low-
voltage and electricity-related issues being faced by the residents of the
area; and

c) the time by which practical work on the said LV Proposal No. 14 will be
started and completed on aforesaid scheme?

Minister for Energy (Power Division) (Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari):
(a) Yes, a low voltage (LV) proposal in respect of Village Bagga Sangral, near
Kizar House, Rawalpindi, was received in the IESCO Planning & Engineering (P&E)
Office.
The said LV proposal was approved vide Work Order No. 2K27-464-02-01
dated 09.07.2026 (Annex-A) and forwarded to the Project Director (Construction),
IESCO, for execution of the work.

(b) It is submitted that the execution of said scheme was started on 12.07.2026
but held due to Right of Way (row), now the RoW has been resolved and the work
is expected to start from 15.07.2026.

(c) The work is expected to be completed within one month (10™" August, 2026)
subject to the clearance of the Right of Way (row) and other dispute.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library.)

Mr. Speaker: The House is adjourned to meet again on Monday, the 24
August, 2026, at 5:00 p.m.

(The House was adjourned to meet again on Monday, the 24" August, 2026, at
5:00 p.m.)



