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PART I

Acts, Ordinanccs, President's Orders and Regulations

SENATE SECRETARIAT

Islamabad, the 20th Augusr, 20)6

No. F. 9(51)/2026-Legis. The foilowing Act of .Majlis-e-Shoora
(Parliament) received the assent of thc Prcsidcnt on 20th August, 2026 and is

hcrcby publishcd lor glrcral inlonnatiorr:

.,tcr N0. xl,\rII 0F 2026

AN

AC,I

WHEREAS r-rnder Alticle 243 ol the Constitution of the Islamic Repubirc
of Pakistan, rhc Chief of thc Amry Staif js concun'ently tlre Chief of the Defense
Forces and as such, rs the Comr.nander of the Anned F-orces;

WTJEREAS it is cxpcdicnt to make necessary provisions to give effect to
the constitutjonal mandrtc und ensure rnultidonrain inlcgration, restructuring and

optilnum jointness ofthe A-rrred Forccs; and

lo enttct ihe DeJknse Fetrces of Pakistan -4ct, )026
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\\THEREAS it is expcdient to provide for the establishment of the Defense
Forces lleadquarters and powers and functions of the Chief of the Defense
Forces, in the manner and for the purposes hereinafler appearing:

It is hereby enactcd as follorvs:--

l. Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act shall be called tbe
Defcnse Forces of Pakistan Act, 2026.

(2) It shall come into force at once and shall be decmed to have takcn
effect from the thirteenth day ofNovember f\a'o thousand and twenty-five.

2. Att to o\,erridc other laws.- (1) Thc provisions ofthis Act, rulcs
and regulations nrade, instructions, nolifications aud orders issued hereunder
shall apply notwithstanding anfhing Io the contrary contained in anv other lau.
rulcs, regulations, instructions, notifications and orders and such las's. rules-
regulation, instructions, notifications ind orders shall, to the extent of any
inconsistency- cease to have effect.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, no provision
of the Pakistan Army Act, 1952, the Pakistan Air Force Act, 1953, thc Pakistan
Navy Ordinancc. 1967, the Cantonments Act, 1924 or any other larv relating to
thc rncmbers of the Armed Forces shall be construed in a manner which is
inconsistent with thc provisions of this Act.

3. Establishmcnt of the Defcnsc Forccs Ilcadquartcrs.- (l) ThcLc
shall be establishcd a Defense Forces Ileadquafters, which shall be the
headquarlers of the Armc-d Forces.

(2) Thc Defensc Forces lJcadquarters shall lunclion undcr the
command and authority of the Chief of the Defcnse Forces, u,ho shall bc the
principal military advisor to thc Prime I\,finistcr on national sccuritr', defcnse and
ail uatters relating to thc Armcd Forces.

(3) Thc Chief of the Dbfense Forces slrall have the operational
conr:rand and contlol of the Amed Forces, aud shall be rcsponsible to rlrc
Fedcral Govemnrent lor all matters relatrng to such command and control.

4. Powers and Functions of the Chief of Defense Forces.- (l) Thc
Chief of the Defense Folces shall exercise such powers and perform such
functions as are necessary for multidornain intcgration, operational cohesion,
coordination and oversight of all matters rvhich have joint, tri-scnices and
stratcgic imolications for the Amed Forces and national secur ity of Pakistan.

(2) The Chiefofth" Defcnse Iorces may retire, rclcasc, accepr or rej!-ct
resignation of, or dischargc from
scn icc lirnit of rctiremelt ofan)
Forct's. but excluding those appoi

e. or retarn in ser-vice . or relax age or
ws relating to the Armcdperson su e

nted under Articl Constitution
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(3) Without prcjudice to the gcncrality of the foregoing, the Chief of
the Defense Forces nray exercise such other powers and pcrform such othcr
furctions as the Federal Government nrav prescribe.

5. Polyer to make rules and rcgulations.- The Federal Govemmcnt
ma;r, from time to lirne, make rules and rcgulations for the purposes of carrying
into cffecl the provisrons of this Act.

6. Power to issue i[slructions etc.- The Chicf of the Defensc
Forces may, from time to time, issuc instructions and ordcrs for carrying rnto
clfcct thc provisions o1- this Act and the rules and regulations rnade hereunder.

7. Removal of difficulties.- If any difficulty arises in giving effect
Io the provisions of this Act and 1o removc any inconsistency bctween this Act
and any other Iaw, for-the time bcing in folce, the Presidenr nray, by an order,
rcmove such difficulty.

8. Savings.- Any rules, regulations, instructions, notifications,
orders already made or issued or actions takcn prior to the commencemcnt of this
Act, so far as they are not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, shall be
decmcd to have been validly made, issued or taken and shall take effect from the
thirteenth day ofNovember two thousand and twenty-five.

SYED HASNAIN HAIDER,
Secrelrtryt.
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