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BITL

to consoLidote the low reloting to the corrioge of goods by sea

WHEREAS it is expedient to consolidate.the law relatin g to the carriage of

goods by sea and bring it in conformity define and

regulate the responsibilities, liabilities, r der bills of

lading and other contracts or Oocunttihli r:e ng to thd:cprriage of goods by sea;

It is

a:', 'ri. i
.. . -- i{,li,ir ,.

wltn rntErnatroha
. !',+Y\.:ti:''

i9ht6.:eod:lmrhuni

Act sha ll be called

(2)

(3)

2. "the Rules" means

the rules as s'dfo,i,t in the Sc ul ct.

(2) The provisi
.:l'i"t-'i.r_

e. Rtrles sha ll have effect in relation to,and th

and in connection wit ods,-

(a) Pa kistan;

(b) rom a Pa kistan;

ca rnage

Provid-e{i{pf,the Federal Government may, by notification in the official

Gazette, amend, modify or alter the application of this Act and the Rules in relation to

. aild.i ..' ' ,.;.11.. . .. -" .. . .:' ... .'. :r-,.r,r.. .r.
(c) .fiorn a'nV Oerto,rr.li. iild'Pakistan to any port or place in Pakistan,

,.' -'t'i ',1 *'
whatever may be the nationblity <il\h'e- sh ip, the carrier, the shipper, the consignee, or

any other interested persoii,,a.nd whatever may be the law governing the contract of

lA5 REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMIfiEEI I

1. Short

the Carriage of Goods

It extends



the carriage of goods by sea from any port in Pakistan to any other port within

Pakistan.

(3) Subject to sub-section (4), nothing in this section shall be construed to

apply any provision of the Rules to a contract for the carriage of goods by sea, unless

such contract expressly or by necessary implication provides for the issue of a sea

carriage document.
i:.

Without prejudice to clause,(qidfXftdil'x ofithB !ubs, the Rules shall(4)

have the force of law in relation to-

(a)

(b)

(c)

Provided that in the

the Rules shall apply with

7 of Article lll of the R

delivery

ced by it

Federal

nts to which clause (c) applies, this Act and

mod ificgtr'on 'or omission to,paiagraphs 4 and

(s) Fo es of uledthe value, on a particular day,

of one Special D rawt

(b)

rupees as the lnternationdl .[4odetqhi Fuhdlhdg determined, for that day or the most

recent day to, *f icr'{$bte?*iinqq{iifisiblen ma(ie, to be the equivalent or one

Special Drawing Right,-

-ti"';"'" '' 1" 
'

(a) forihdlday; or.

-' r'
gQd td,be'equal to such sum in Pakistani

as been so fixed for that day, for the last day before

which a sum has been so fixed

3. 'Sbirt" warranty of seaworthiness not to be implied in any

contract to which the Rules apply.- No absolute undertaking on the part of the

any bill
i 'r ,:

or

the official Gazette:

i
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carrier which have to provide a seaworthy ship shall be implied in any contract for

the carriage o{ goods by sea, to which the Rules..

4. Documents to which this Act and the Rules apply.- (1) Subject to

paragraphs4 and 7 of Article lll of the Rules t, the expression "bill of lading" throughout

the Rules as set out in this Act shall be read as "sea carriage document."

(2) Any

include any,-

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

reference in this Act and the sea carriage document shall

bill of lading

sea waybil

deral Government,

(3) For the pu Act and rence to,-

(a) ing does erence to any document that is

of tran ehdorsement or, in the case of a

''-'bearer bill, out endorsement, howeve4 rt frcludes

refere d for shffiep bill of lading;

(b) a

b

5ea; and

0D i':,-1 | ry of the goods is to

-lSrrier in accordance with that contract;

(c) ,a shipt}elivery order means any document which is neither a bill
il 'r.,-r -.t.i.',
pFti'dihfi dor , sea waybill but contains an undertaking which,-

qii'j,Ii) is given under or for the purposes of a contract for the

' carriage by sea of the goods to which the document

relates, or of goods which include those goods; and

.--..r-: -

i,:o :

which is .not a bill of lading

contains or evidences a
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(ii) is an undertaking by the carrier to a person identified in

the document to deliver to that person the goods to which

the document relates.

(4) lf any document as mentioned in sub-sections (2) and (4) is issued

electronically, then it shall be deemed to be a document for the purposet of the

that the contract co di ny other sea ca rriage

document applies to d6&eng !iV€iri imels, the ave effect as if clause

(c) of Article I of the Rules d live animals from their

application:

Electronic Transactions Ordinance, 2002 (Ll of.,..3-'0.p2)* and all- referehce! tb such
--t:.-\ '

documenl in this Act and the Rules st atl inciudi]itieii: ur".tlo,iii'iOim and all such
t,'

s.-. (1)

...:i.
no ora. : '.

documents shall attract all the protections and exempfions as provided in the

Electro nic Transacti

s. Appli al lf and to the extent

Provided tl.rqt-where the

of soods to'blfith$ron o,. rr
shipperi owage requirements in respect

ipper shall notify the carrier in,writing

of booking the cargo.of such requirements at o e

(2) For the U caigo which, by the

terms of the contract is statEd t6 hci is in fact so carried

6. Appl of Article"TVb (1) Notwithstanding

anythi nq contained i n ArtiCle-iVbis'of'Ihe,fi,iil:ts, ifa. tarrier carries the goods on or

above dec( 6ontrarytQi{}9..}qlt's'iiu.dr€grplt.with the shipper of the goods made at

or belore the time of Udotiril thd aaij;,:.tha;, for any loss or damage to the goods

that results solely from the goois being carried on or above deck, the carrier shall not
"., 'r

be entitled to the benefit ol-

(a) 'tf;^y,!rt6i,ti"" to or exemption from liability as provided for in the

,.r- 
'-ii ftulgg; 91

any limitation of liability as provided for in the Rules for the loss

or damage.

''eiclude

section,

af
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7. Application in relation to bulk car!1o.; Where underr the cuitom of
: i./..: ,

any trade the weight of any bulk .rrgo inr"t *5'iri-it" O;tt ot tlaing or. other sea

(2) Whenever loss or damage has resulted from carriage of the goods on

deck, contrary to an express agreement with the shipper of the goods at or before the

time of booking the cargo, the burden of proof shall be on the carrier to show that the

Ioss or damage has not resulted solely from such unauthorized carriage of the goods

on deck.

cease when the carrier d ods or ca rgo to the consignee at the port of

d ischa rge.

(2) Fo Rulbs, the goods or cargoof

shall be deemed to cetved byth

(a) .with the terms of the contract of

erred to in sub-section (4) of section

hdiim" ana location of receipt ot the cargo or

or any
:f

(b) ivb uch term stipulating the time and location of receipt
,t

'i 'rof.tli'e cargo or goods is available in the contract of carriage or
'-1 .-
' any document referred to in sub-section (4) of section 3,-

carriage document is a weight ai[ir.d party other than the

or accepted is stated

in the bill of lading

the Rules, the bill

prima facie

inserted in the bill of

at the

clause (e)

arise when

anything in

. not be deemed to be

of the weight so

the accu racy thereof

guaranteed by the shipper.

anything contained in

carrier under the Rules shall

cargo at the port of loading ahd shall

Rules,

ra(
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(i) in the case of dry bulk, liquid bulk or gas bulk cargo, when

the bulk cargo has passed through the manifold, pipes,

buckets, conveyors, or any other similar means and into the

shiP;

(ii) in the case of containerized cargo when,-

A. the container ig"1aken over by the iiirier, his

or a person

carrier, his

r other third

regulations

goods must

l.: ::C: "!he goods loaded into a container

by th ken over in accordance with
-- I.,1

.:"tl':i'{l'-I''
PP ra pa ragra ph (b); and

other than those mentioned in clauses(iii) in the

t

I

(3) For the purpoi6lriifRu b'-section (1) and the Rules, the goods or cargo
,v,. ., ' ''t

shall be deemed to be delivered to the Consionee.-1.t {\ilr;' rj r". I.'(a) when delivered in accordance with the terms of the contract of
: -i r -. ,

$.'!:rY''i. tarriage or any document referred to in sub-section (4) of section

or

servants

acting

B-

the

B.

.'. ;:;)

: - , ,1,
tt+,,ir"

or

the are taken over-by the ca rrier

his behalf; or
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3 stipulating the time and location of delivery of the cargo or

goods; or

(b) where no such term stipulating to the time and location of

delivery of the cargo or goods is available in the contract of

carriage or any document referred to in sub-section (4) of section

I .. r-...,1.,..

in the case of dry bu( liquid bulk or,gis bulk cargo, when

nto the

similar

q

eeora

ive the

conta i carner, by placing them at the

(i)

!.t t.it.r '

dispo con signee or a person acting on his

ordance with the contract orthe usage

particular tr.ade, applicable.at the port of

rge; 
,ql

accordance with paragraph (a), (b) or paragraph (c);

in the case of cargo other than those mentioned in clauses

(ii) or (iii), when the carrier delivers the goods to the

consignee,-

the butk cgfbg

at the port of discharge, the

"- . r'-, -1i" .... "-f,erson afirng

ln caseS

to..vihom, pursuant to law or

.:iB.'
r. 't:'r. . :" il
'). i 'l,r-''

the tqntainer is handed'oter to an authority or
ri. , 

,

the corisignbe or a person acting on his behalf; or

D.., Ihe ooods which are to be unloaded from a
,, , ,,,,:., n-. ,, -..,,.'

tontainer by the carrier are taken over in

fiilJf bd handed over for onward delivery to
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A. by handing over the goods to the consignee; or

B. in cases where the consignee does not receive the

goods from the carrier, by placing them at the

disposal of the consignee in accordance with the

contract or with the law or with the utqg.?r of the

particular trade,,,applicable at the,port of discharge;

or

c. bv handi r.the goods to an authority or other

(ri )

rnto any

respo nsibil ity.bldJiability o

with, the cust6dy and care a

uant to law or regulations

rpo'rt of discharge, the goods must

lt\

he packed, "goods"

e shipper

or a shipper from enteringr

f the

ion or exemption as to the

loss or damage to, or in corinection

argo or goods prior to the,receipt bythe c

the carr er of the cargo o rt qf l.iiiUihE cir subseqqent to the deliveryepo

to the

cation of

s and up

to the er Article

9. Act not ,t g--Ctdfi,idrlain provisions of the Pakistan Merchant

Shipping ordinancpi 2pof34l oi zOOf l, or any other law limiting the tiability of

owners of r"u-goiriiii8ffii.- Nothing in this Act shall affect the operation of

sections 382.l9,i197rr.,Fo,h inclusive, and sections 534 to 548, both inclusive, of the

Pakistan Mert6arit Shipping Ordinance, 2001 (Lll of 2001), and Article Vlll of the Rules

ri!

',- i.',

s hall

the Ru les extends

Vll of the Rules.

th'e 
"period

(4)

includ es such

For
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or the operation of any other law for the time being in force limiting the liability of the

owners of sea-going vessels.

10. Repeal and savings.- (1)The Carriage of Goods by Sea Act, 1925 (XXVI

of 1925), is hereby repealed.

(2) Nothing in this Act applies to any contract for the carriage of gpctds by

sea and any action done, proceeding initlated in relation to or arising out therefrom

before the coming into force of this O*, 
?or,l?riny 

b-ill of ladi1g of other sea carriage

document issued, whether before or.-gft'q'fl16b,'comirig,in3g'loiae of this Act in

pursuance of any such contract. . , 
.-;. ,,',r;1; ,: . ., 

,

e of Goods by Sea Act, '1925

or penalty incurred,

evefihing deemed

'under the said Act, shall

rve ly done, taken, incurred,

conferred, exercised or lslued under th

's

!t *1.'\

(3)

(XXVI of 1925),

to have been done rn exercise of,ihe pbwers

be continued and ,pe_.ilebr[9d
i, ,. ,. .. "f

to have

,!

'n



THE SCH EDULE

[see section (2)]

ARTICLE I

DEFINITIONS

ln these Rules the following words or expressions have the the meaningq:liereby

assigned to them respectively, that is to say: -

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d) "ship" mea $e of go- o(i,by sea; and

(e) "carriag thq tiiTe when the goods are

lo from the ship

. t ..aj ARTICLE II
i- F"-
'*Es(s

Su bject to th 'of Article Vl, under every contract of carriage of goods

by sea the ca to the loading, handling, stowage, carriage, custody, care

and d ischa rg , shall be subject to the responsibilities and liabilities and

entitled to the riqhts and immunities hereinafter set forth_

as aforesa id

issued moment at which

the ]F",W""n a carrier and a holder

and articles of every kind

cargo which by the contract of

on deck and is so carried;

r."',
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'r,.'-. 
_

1. The

A

e ca rner

ter olio, -

R

parts of the sh

receptio

ITiESL

g of the voyage to

exercise due dilig

(a)

(b)

(c)

hy;

p

2. Subject to

ca refully load, handle,'

cool chambers, and all other

ods are carried, fit and safe for their

prese rvation.

er ll. properly and

he goods carried.

rrier or the master or

shipper a bill of lading

ri ,.

goods as the

he loading of

or otherwise

the cases or

o

a

eep,

3.

agent of th

showing rn

s

(a) th

sa

SU

sh

,,,tg;"l..ff.[tit ,^ which such goods are contained, in such a manner as

,,,,iii.;i!lbrta ordinarily remain legible until the end of the voyage;

(b) either the number of packages or pieces, or the quantity, or weight,

as the case may be, as furnished in writing by the shipper

.\ i-.-
..'i:+'

of

..,..,



4. Such a bill of lading shall be primo.f.ggq.evidence oj the,receipt by the

carrier of the goods as therein described in,ECcoiidaiii'e wfth'paiagiaphs 3(a), (b) and
' -a . r

(c). However, proof to the contrary sfra11,not".8l admissible';hen the bill of lading has

(c) the apparent order and condition of the goods:

Provided that no carrier, master or agent of the carrier shall be bound to state

or show in the bill of ladlng any marks, number, quantity, or weight which he has

reasonable ground for suspecting not accurately to represent the goods actually

received or which he has had no reasonable means of checking. ' . '

or at the time of the rem s intolhe custody of the person entitled to

delivery thereof unde ct of 'tar

appa rent, within facie'evidence of the dellvery
4
ng.

The notice in wr given.jf:the state of the goods has at the time

of the,r receipt ueen tir9i.,gBili of jo

by the carrier of the sa

inLsu or inspection

Subject to puruq.ph 6fiE ifiel"carrier. and the ship shall in any event be

discharqed from all liabilitif.Whatsoever in respect of the goods, unless suit is brought

within one year of theF,dgliViry or of the date when they should have been delivered
.,'{\'r!: ;-;

This period ,rffiw-dr"t be extended if the parties so agree after the cause of action
'....:|.I

has a risen

faith. , 'been transferred to a third

5. The

accuracy at the

furnished by him, and

and expenses arising

ca rrier 1o such

contract of

6.

damage be

to the carrier the

and weight, as

all loss, damages

The right of the

and liability under the

the general nature of such loss or

his age.nt at the port of discharge before

[6ss 
'iir 

damage be not
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be noted at the port,bf itiiiiiTent by t ster or agent with the name or
.."1. i :'l

names of the slgip},'shiDs un
],::_-'a.r r. 

,'

dates of shiprheht and whe

paragraph 3 of Article lll,

constitute a "shipped'

s have been shipped and the date or

it shows the particulars mentibned in

for the, e,of this Artiile.be deemed to

onw h

5

9. ing the

goods

hall be

carrier or the ship

arising from neglig

Article or lessening

null and void and o

A benefit of insurance of.l atrse shall be deemed to be a clause relieving the

carrier from liabiliw. -. .,.''.' ..',.,:,,- , ,,. -Ir!:r;,
:: lr'a \-

'.''-:)r',' '

ln the case of any actual or apprehended loss or damage the carrier and the

receiver shall give all reasonable facilities to each other for inspecting and tallying the

goods.

7. bis An action for indemnity against a third person may be brought even

after the expiration of the year provided for in the preceding paragraph if brought

within the time allowed by the law of the Court seized of the case. Howevet the time

allowed shall be not

person bringing such

with process in the action

8. After the to be issued by the carrier,

master or agent of rt so demands, be a

"shipped" bill

document of title to

the "shipped" bill

as against the issue of

document of title may

up any

obligations provided in this
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ARTICLE IV

RIGHTS AND IMMUNITIES

1. Neither the carrier nor the ship shall be liable for loss or damage arising

or resulting from unseaworthiness unless caused by want of due diligence on the part

of the carrier to make the ship seaworthy, and to secure that the ship is properly

manned, equipped and supplied, and to make.the holds, refrigerating and cool
,.--1,, , ', J ^

chambers and all other parts of the ship io+ryhi€h=Obo?s gre lcarlied-fit and safe for
' ':1{t ' t" : i 

"their reception, carriage and presen),aticini;ih bccordanc6' Wifh the provisions of

paragraph 1 of Article lll

urden of proving

the exercis iming exemption

u nder this

2. r loss or damage

er, mariner, pilot or the servants

arising or resu lting frt$l,;,..;..i
" ',-: J ''-(a) 6c! neQlect, or defa 5

rq*i-{iiof the carrier n or in the management of the ship;

fire, u nle e actual fault or privitv of the carrier;

pe ccideriti-,Ot the Sea or othar navigable waters,

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(s)

(h)

rilf, a

act

a fp,blc e

a rrest

t;

piinte6. rulerc or people, or seizure under legal

(i) act or omission of the shipper or owner of the goods, his agent or

rApreseritaitive;,I

fii..ltffiki. or lock-outs or stoppage or restraint of labour from

I'i whatever cause, whether partial or general;

(k) riots and civil commotions;

Whenever loss

proq)ss;.

quarahtinb

r.reitner ilra?q#ffiiite ship

.r''' :::',j. . ,

te ,lt
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(t)

(m)

(n)

(o)

(p)

(q)

saving or attempting to save life or property at sea;

wastage in bulk or weight or any other loss or damage arising from

inherent defect, quality or vice of the goods;

insufficiency of packing;

insufficiency or inadequacy of marks;

latent defects not discoverable by due diligence; and

any other cause arising wr-thglrt lh.epctuakftultiani privity of the

carrier, or without the fauit or neglect of the bgents or servants of

the carrier, b ulihg.ql.lde3 9f p5oof 5h,qll be on the person claiming

tne bene[!;gJ;tf is.ex(eptiqn fo"rHow.that neither the actual fault
t.r\i,r.. \, ;' . > t , .r ,i._ .

or. priv[tylo'f tttf tarlier :ntir 'the fault o.q.F\glect of the agents or

3

any reaso

Rules or of the contract of

damage resulting the

the carrier shali not be liable for any loss or

qve been declared by the

la'din$ neither the carrier nor the

s. (a)

shipper before s

le

h

with the goods in ,T.,gqtqinit"tding 666.67r units of account per package or unit

or two units of accouht fei.liilogrbrh: df:!)rosi welght of the goods lost or damaged,

ship shall in any event

whichever is the higher.

ny ldss or damage to or in connectjon

, t-' .

(b) I he total amqu4t iecoverable shall be calculated by reference to the value of

such goods r,,n" rtlBhHime at which the goods rr" dir.hurg"d from the ship in
''f ' '_ i _'

accordance witfi,tlj,e,rontract or should have been so discharged.,: lri, .I ,

carrier or the ship

of the shipper, his

4.

from

sustained by the

the act, fault or neqlect

tb save life or property at sea or

be an infringement or breachpfthese

tn

shall
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seized of the case. The.lr.iilue:hf thi] nat

"Fr:1a 
r'rrr' 1:

Riqht of a State which li]5 member
'....,.....

calcutated iq"?,Eli$ Ace with th

Monetary Fund in effect at t

erms of the Special Drawing

ional Monetary Fund, shall be

aluation applied by the lnternational

ion.for its operations and transactions

ional c

Convr:ntion to be appliej{.{{,iSXdilitory shall be fixed as follows:-

(i) in tifpE&'dt tfre amount of 666.67 units of account mentioned in
,,(\.,i ,,1

.' . stjti.baraqraph (a) of the paragraph of this Article, 10,000

, monetary units; and

The value of the goods shall be fixed according to the commodity exchange

price, or, if there be no such price, according to the current market price, or, if there be

no commodity exchange price or current market price, by reference to the normal

value of goods of the same kind and quality.

(c) Where a containel pallet or similar article of transport is used to consolidate

goods, the number of packages or units bill of lading as packed in

such a(icle of transport shall be deemed nLi[i{iiS'rr. units for the

purpose of this paragraph as far as or unitS'qre'concerned. Except as

'-:.,. , ll,
. I 'i''i

,meinbei of the

aforesaid such

(d) The unit of

defined by the

paragraph (a) of this

of the value of that

or u nit.

Drawing Right as

in sub-

on the basis

The

The value of the

which is not a

manner

a

the law of the Cou,1

Special Drawing.Bight, of a State

Funfl,"ihall be calculated in a

to

lnternational Monetarv

preced ing

of 1979, or accession thereto

liability provided for in this

Fund
i-

sentences may,



)7

(ii) in respect of the amount of two units of account mentioned in

sub-paragraph (a) of the paragraph of this Article, 30 monetary

units.

The monetary unit referred to in the preceding sentence corresponds to

65.5 milligrams of gold of millesimal fineness 900. The conversion of the amounts

specified in that sentence into the national currgncyr. shpli be made according to the

Iaw of the State concerned. The calculationiiBiiuihli. toqv"i;idryrfiLntioned in the
. ' :,:, 

--: 
. 
* ':.'l .. 

-". ,'

preceding sentences shall be made in suili.a.manner as fo. eipress in the national

da mage resulted from an a

damage, or recklessly a

\e entitled to the benefit of the

ph of this Article if it is proved that the

nof the.-carrier done with ihtent.to cause

of this

not be

nd the

(e)

limitation ofrii

Afticle

shippe

Neitfti. s thi carrie

affiil,iaeo io

r nor

r.

n

paragraph of this Article. ffie, fiied, provided that no maximum amount so fixed

shall be less than the apijropiipte maximum mentioned in that sub-paragraph.
' -;-.i,v2if

(h) Neithel ilie.cbrrier nor the ship shall be responsible in any event for loss

or damage tP.$liii'"tonn".tion with, goods if the nature or value thereof has been

knowingly mis-stated by the shipper in the bill of lading.

currency of that State as far as for the amounts in sub-

paragraph (a) of this units of account.

(f)

binding or conclusive

States

(s)

io the calculation or

be, an instrument of

whenever there is a

prrib'ably result.

mentioned in sub-paragraph (a) of this
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6. Goods of an inflammable, explosive or dangerous nature to the shipment

whereof the carriel master or agent of the carrier has not consented, with knowledge

of their nature and character, may at any time Lrefore discharge be landed at any place

or destroyed or rendered innocuous by the carrier without compensation, and the

shipper ofsuch goods shall be liable for all damages and expenses directly or indirectly

arising out of or resulting from such shipment. lf"pny such goods shipp.ed'rwjth such

APPLI ABILITY

knowledge and consent shall become a dangertd''the'strip or carQo, tfiey may in like

manner be landed at any place, or destroyg'd'or. rendered, innocuous by the carrier

without liability on the part of the*t$lleigl.et$geqevpl average, if any.

, t:.,,.r; {,,i, t.:
. ,- ,

';i it
.'l i' :

N E AND
:-'ri .'t

tSFW"li provided for in these Rules shal lapply

in any action against the ca of loss or damage to goods covered by a

contract of carriage whet be founded in contract or in. tort.

2. lf such ah\ ought'ag5ffi6t a servant or;iQqnt ofthe carrier (su ch

servant or agent dep dcto uch servant or agent shall betn

entitl:cl to avail hi of n cqt, .apd. lirnits. cii liability which the carrier is

entitted to invoke underth!#n.ir\+..r :'., 
.,.,, t,.. 

-l. The 2q*6qafelqf thqpmounfs recoverable from the carrier, and such"-tx,li lj:r 'r '
servants and agents, shall-iir no,cAse,erceed the limit provided for in these Rules.

4 Neverthe],qryC--lFiV{ot ol. agent of the carrier shall not be entitled to

avail himself of ttre iriovisigis+of this Article, if it is proved that the damage resulted
.'.,?i I ri.

from an act or onli$Sf of'the servant or agent done with intent to cause damage or

recklessly anq ii,iqh mirwtedge that damage would probably result.

u

and1.
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SI.JRR EN DER OF RIGHT< ANN I N/ltJNITI ES A NDI NTR FASF OF

RESPONSIBILITIES AND LIABILITIES

A carrier shall be at liberry to surreridei in whcjle or in pliit all or any of his rights

gations under the

n the bill of lading

rter-parties, but if

they shall comply

ll of lading of any

rd to any particular goods be at liberty

P

Notwithstandi

agent of the carrier a

n bding Articles, a carrier, master or

hill in'

to enter into any agreement[h.'aig.'ti?rms as to the responsibility and liability of the
I i'

carrier f or such goods, and45.to the riohts and immunities of the carrier in respect of"- . -- ,'i
such goods, or fris .,Jbfiffi6'il as to seaworthiness, so far as this stipulation is not

contrary to publiqpoiigy, or the care or diligence of his servants or agents in regard to
-:. .'t:. 'l "

the loading, hindling, stowage, carriage, custody, care and discharge of the goods

carried by sea, provided that in this case no bill of lading has been or shall be issued

ARTICLE V

and immunities or to increase

Rules, provided that such

iss u ed
"..ii..:\ .l

bills of lading are issued in unde(

with the terms of these. RillCi. .

Nothing in these

lawful general

held
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and tlrat the terms agreed shall be embodied in a receipt which shall be a non-

negotiable document and shall be marked as such.

An agreement so entered into shall have full legal effect.

Provided that this Article shall not apply to ordinary commercial shipnrents

made in the ordinary course of trade, but only to other shipments where thq character

or condition of the property to be carried or the,tiictimstances, teinii and'coirditions

under which the carriage is to be performed are Such as reasonably to justify a special

\..

agreement.

from ent

to the responsibility a

in con nection with th

sea.

!

LE VII

E RULES

t.'

ned in

me

sh ,l ll prevent a carrier or a shipper

n, condition, reservation or exemption as

rrier or the ship for the loss or damage to, or

!a'mf;ng of goodi prio? to the loading

nd lia

on and subseque arge frbm:i@.!6;p'oo whicA{id gooas are carried by

.., -, i,t-. ,\, ..
--i ir\ ,,,..-,,,, .\ 1l a

The provisioris bifliese Rules shall not affect the rights and obligations of the

carrier under anyrstatute for the time being in force relating to the limitation of the
'I .. ^r. ,

liability of owners of vessels.

,,.., l

..^ 1l -.!r.':-'

Nothing

care
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ARTICLE IX

LIABILIry FO R NUCLEAR DAMAGE

These Rules shall not affect the provisions of any international Convention or

national law governing liability for nuclear daniagb:

The p

carriage of g

(b)

(c) 'ih" iontrrct co

these Rules

the con

ng relating to the

State, or

State, or

nced by the bill of lading provides that

ing effect to.them are to govern

the carrier, the shipper, the

of

t

whatever

consignee, or any ot

." '! ;.', ,v&-.1 ): r- -, .,,.r i:-!.--

- t:,,.i ',

,.i' =lr

..ri{i'l'

apply

(a) the

the,t!ilibse is from

ts

i i:'-, .,

1:
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CARRIAGE OF GOODS BY SEAAC 2026

Statement of Obiects and Reasons

The Carriage of Goods by Sea Act, 1925 is presently in force in Pakistan for regulating the

carriage of goods by sea. ln view of developments in inlernaljonal maritime trade / commerce

and the evolution of global shipping practices, the existing legal framework requires updating

to ensure consistency with inlernationally recognised standards and to address contemporary

requirements.

The proposed Act seeks to standardise the carriage of goods by sea in accordance with

international conventions and practices. Furthermore, it aims to promote fairness in maritime

trade by balancing the respective rights and obligations of carriers and shippers while

protecting parties against unjust and inequitable cpntractual terms.

The Act provides Ior the qualification of contractual liability and restricts shipowners from

introducing exemptions from liability beyond those permitted under the rules annexed to the

Act. This is intended to ensure accountability for loss of or damage to goods occurring during

the period of carriage.

The international rules governing the carriage ofgoods by sea, as amended and incorporated

with modifications in the Schedule to the Act, are conferred the force of law, subject to the

provisions of the Act. The rules annexed to the Act clearly defines the responsibilities,

liabilities, rights and immunities of carriers under bills of lading.

The Act further enables carriers and shippers to enter into special contracts and to issue

specific documents in respect of particular categories of carriage or shipment, including live

animals, sensitive materials and heavy or special cargo which may necessitate special

treatment.

The scope of the Act has been clarified to apply to ships carrying goods from any port or

place in Pakistan to any other port or place, whether within or outside Pakistan, and vice

versa, where such carriage rs effected under a bill of lading, sea waybill, ship's delivery order

or any other document as may be notified by the Federal Government.

The Act also deflnes the period of responsibility of the carrier and places an obligation on

carriers to ensure the safe carriage of goods by taking all reasonable and necessary

measures for their protection durjng transit

(Muhammad Junaid Anwar)
Federal Minister for Ir,4aritime Affairs
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