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Jurther to amend the Copyright Ordinance,I962

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Coppight Ordinance, 1962

(XXXIV OF 1962), in the manner and for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as lollows: -

1 . Short title and commencement. - ( 1 ) This Act shall be called thc

Copyright Ordinance (Amendmcnts) Act, 2025.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. General amendment, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962.- In the Copyrighl

Ordinance, I 962 (XXXIV OF 1962), hereinalter referred to as "thc said Ordinancc",

fbr the word "Board". whercver occuffing, the words "Copyright Board" shall be

substituted.

3. Amendment of section 2. XXXIV of 1962.- In the said Ordinance, in

scction 2,

(i) in ciausc (a), aftcr sub-clause (iv), the following new clause shall be

inserted, nameiy:-

"(v) in relation to any work, any use of such work involving its re-

arrangement or alteration" shali be inserted;
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(ii) after clause (a), amended as aforesaid, the following new clause shall be

inserted, namcly:-

"(ab) "accessible format" means an exclusive copy of a work, respecting

the integrity of original work, in an alternative manner or form rvhich

gives a visually impaired or print disablcd person access to work and

pemrit that pcrson to have access as f'easibly and comfortably as a

person without visual impairment or other print disability;

(ac) "Act" means thc Intellcctual Property Organization of Pakistan Act,

2012 (XXll of 2012)i';

(ii) in clause (ca), after the word "tape", the expression *DVD, CD or any other

medium uscd for such purposcs" shall be inserted;

(iii) in clause (d),-

(a) for sub-clauses (v) and (vi), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

"(v) in relation to cinematographic work or audio-visual work or sound

recording, the owner or producer of the work at the time of its

completion;

(vi) in relation to any literarv, dramatic, musical or artistic work which is

computer or any other machine generated, thc person who causcs

the work 1o be created;"; and

(b) after clause (vi), the following new clause shall be inserted, namely.



"(vii) in relation to theatrical performance, the produccr.";

(iv) after clause (e), the following new clause shall be inserted, namcly-

"(ea) "Board" means the IPO Policy Board constituted under section 4 of

thc Act;"1

(v) in clausc (0, afier the word "includes", the word "in hard copy or

electronic form" shall be inserted;

(ui) after clause (f), amended as aforesaid, the following new clause shall be

insertcd, namely:-

"(fa) "Broadcast" rncans communication to the public,-

(i) of an electronic transmission of visual images, sounds or

othor information which is transmitted,-

(a) for simultane ous reception by members of thc pubLc

and is capable of being lawfully received by them; or

(b) at a time determined solely by the person making thc

transmlsslon for presentation to members of the

public, by any means of wired or wireless diffusion;

(ii) by rneans of wired connection or by rebroadcasting of

the broadcast of the work; or

(iii) by means of an analogous or electronic instrument such

as cable transmission, retransmission, satellite

transmission etc;";



(r,ii) after clause (ha) the following shall be substituted, namely:

"(haa) copyrights society" means a society, association or collective

managcment organization incorporated for administering the

rights o1'authors, creators, publishers, producers, performers or

any other right owner in Pakistan in relation to any work in

which copyright subsists, as constituted under Section 3 I of this

Ordinancc

(viii) after clause O, the following new clause shall be inserted, namely: -

"(a) "E-Copyright Journal" means journal published on IPO-

Pakistan's official website undcr the authority of Registrar

of Copyrights;";

(ix) for clause (n), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

"(n) "infringing copy" means,--

(i) in relation to a literary, dramatic, musical or artistic work, an

unauthorized reproduction thereof in any medium;

(ii) in relation to cinematographic or audio-visual r,',ork, an

unauthorized copy or part of the work made on any mediunr

by any means whether currently in existence or whrch mav

come into cxistence after the promulgation of this Ordinance:

(iii) in relation to a sound recording, any other recording

embodying thc same recording, made by any means;
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(iv) in relation to a programme or performance in which such a

broadcast reproduction right or a perfomrer's right subsists

under thc provision of this Ordinancc, the recording,

cinematographic or audio-visual work of such program or

performance, if such reproduction, copy or recording is made

or imporlcd in contravention of any of the provisions of this

Ordinance;

(v) in relation to computer programmes any unauthorizcd copying

of such work within thc meaning of clause (p); or

(vi) to make or possess a plate or any other medium that has been

specifically designed or adapted for the purpose of making

infringing copies ofa work or other subject-matter.

(r) after clause (n), as substituted hereinabove, the following new clauses

shall be insertcd, namcly:-

"(na) "IP Tribunal" means the Tribunal cstablished under

section 1 6 of the Act;

(nb) "Law Enfbrcement Agency" means Police, Federal

lnvcstigation Agency, Pakistan Customs, or any other

agency designated or authorized by the Federal

Govemment for enforcement of this Act;";

(x) in clause (s), thc word "printed" shail be omitted;
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(xi) after clause (s), as amended herein above, the following new clause shall

be inserted, namcly:-

" (sa) "Organization" means the Intellectual Property Organization of
Pakistan established under Section 3 of the Act;";

(xii) for clausc (t), thc following shall be substituted, namely:-.

"(t) "Pakistani work" means a literary, dramatic, musical, artistic,

cinematographic or an audiovisual work,-

(i) the author or co-author ofwhich is a citizen ofPakistan; or

(ii) w'hich is lirst publishcd or produced or created in Pakistan: or

(iii)thc author or co-author of which, in the case of an unpublishcd

work, is, a1 the time of the making of the work, a citizen of

Pakistan;";

(xiir) after clause (u), the following new clause shall be inserted, namely:

"(ua) "performer'" includes an actor, singer, musician, dancer,

acrobat, juggler, conjurer, and other persons who act, sing,

delivcr, declaim, play in, or one who otherwise perform

literary or artistic works;";

(xiv) clause (v) shall bc omitted;

(xv) for clause (x), thc lollowing shall be substituted, namely:-

"(x) "plate" includes any stereotype or other plate, stonc, block, mould,

matrix, transtbr or negative, tape, '* ire, optical film, or othcr dcvicc

used or intcndcd to be used for printing or reproducing copics of
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any \\,'ork, and any matrix or other appliances used or intcndcd 10 bc

uscd for making or reproducing sound recordings, perforrner's

performances or communication signals;";

(xvi) after clause (y), thc lbllowing new clauses shalt be inserled, namely:-

"(ya) "Producer" in relation to a cinematograph film or audio-

visual work or sound recording, means a person who

takes the initiative and responsibility lor making the

work, and finances the making of the work;

(Vb) "Protcction of Technological Measures" mcans any

tcchnology, device or component that, in the normal

course of operation, is designed to prevent or restrict

acts, in respect of works or objects of related rights

that are not authorized by the right holder; to

circumvent technological protection measures means

to avoid, bypass, remove, deactivate, or impair these

mcasures, including descrambling a scrambled work

or object of related right or decrypting an encrypted

work, performance, sound recording or broadcast;";

(xvii) for clausc (zb), tho fbllowing shall be substituted, namcly:
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"(zb) "rccord" means a recording of sound, from which the

sounds may be reproduced: or a recording of the

wholo or any part of a literary, dramatic or rnusical

work, from which sounds reproducing the work or

pad may be reproduced, regardless o1'the medium on

which the recording is made or the method by which

the sounds are reproduced or produced;

(xviii) in clause (zd), aftcr the words "work", occurring for the fifth time, thc

words "in anv manner or form" shall be inserted: and

(xix) after clause (ze), the fbllowing new clauses shall be insefted, namely:

"(zea) "rights management infomation" means inlbnnation

wlrich identrfies the work, the author olthe work, thc

owner of any right in the work, or information about

the terms and conditions of use of the work, and any

numbers or codes that represent such information,

when any of these items of information is attached to

a copy of a work or appears in comrection rvith the

communication of a work to the public;

(zeb) "royally" means a sharc of the retums from thc use o1'

a work, which is paid to the author, publisher or other
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o\\'ncr of dghts as considcration fbr the exploitalion

or usage of the work;

(zec) "sound recording" means a recording of sounds from

which such sounds may be produced regardless of the

mcdium on which such recording is made or the

mcthod by which the sounds are produced; and

(zcd) "visually impaired or print disabled" is a person who

reading disability rvhich cannot be improved to give

visual function substantially equivalent to that ol a

pcrson who has no such impairment or disability and

so is unable to read printed works to substantially thc

samc degree as a person without an impaimrent or

disability; or is othcrwise unable, through physical

disability, to hold or manipulate a book or to focus or

movc the eyes to the extent that would be normally

acccptable for reading; regardless of any othcr

disabilitiesl".

4. Amendment of section 3, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962. - In the said

Ordinance, in section 3, in sub-section (1), in clause (a) lor sub-clauses (ii) and (vi).

the lollowing shall respectivcly bc substituted, namely: -

I
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"(ii) to publish, reproduce or distribute the work;

(vi) to broadcast orto communicate the broadcast of the work to the public

by any mcans:".

5. Amendment of scction 6, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962. - In the said

Ordinance. in section 6, in sub-scction (2), for the word "final", the words "appcalable

in High ()oun" shall bc insertcd.

6, Amendment of section 12, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962. - In ihe said

Ordinance in section 12,

(rL) in sub-scctions ( 1) and (2), for the expression "Patents and Dcsigns Act.

191 I (II of 191l)", the expression "the Registercd Design Ordinance,

2000 (XLV of2000)" shall respectively be substitutedl

(b) after sub-section (2), arncnded as aforesaid, the following ncw sub-

section (3) shall bc inscrted, nameiy:-

"(3) Copyright work related goods or services, shall not be

enforced as tradcmark unless registered under the Trade Mark Ordinancc,

2001 (Xx of 2001).".
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7. Amendment of scction 13, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962. - In thc said

Ordinance in section i3, in clause (b), after the word "work", the words "or sound

rccording made or theatrical livc pcrformance carried out", shall be inserted.

8. Amendment of section 14, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962. - In the said

Ordinance in section i4, in sub-section ( 1), the second proviso shall be ornitted.

9. Amendmertt of scction 15. Ordinance XXXIV of 1962, - In the said

Ordinance, the existing section shall be renumbered as sub-section (1) of that section,

and thereafter the following new sub-sections shail be inserted, namely:-

"(2) 'l'he assignmenl of copyrights in any work shall identify the

naturc of work, thc right assigned, the duration and territorial extent of

such assignment.

(3) Thc assignmcnt of copyright in any work shall also spccify the

amount ofroyalty and any other consideratron payable to thc author or his

legal heirs during the prevalence of the assignment.

(4) fhc assignmcnt shall be subject to revision, extension or

tennination on thc lcrms and conditions mutually agreed upon by the

pafi1es

(5) The assignmcnt olcopyright does not give the assignee any right

to reassign copyright unless the reassignment is usual or obviously
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(6) In casc of abscnce ol provision regarding the duration of

assignmcnt, it shall bc dccmcd to be five years liom the date of assignmcnt.

(7) No assignment of copyright in any work for the creation of a

cinematograph film or audio-visual work shall affect the author's right to

claim an equal share olroyalties and other consideration payable when the

work is used in any form other than for public communication alongside

the cinematograph film or audio-visual work in a cinema hall.

(8) No assignment ol'the copyright in any work to make a sound

recording which does not form part ofany cinematograph film or audio-

visual work shall affect the right of the author ofthe work to claim an equal

share o[ royaltics and oonsidcration payable for any utilization of such

work in any fbrm."

10. Insertion of a ncrv section l5A, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962.- In the

said Ordinance, afler scction 15, amendcd as aforesaid, the following ncw section l5.A

shall be insened, namcly:-

"15A. Dispute with respect to assignment of copyrights. - (1) ll

an assignce fails to n-rakc sufficient exercise ofthe rights assigned to him,

and such lailurc is not attributable to any act or omission of thc assignor,

the Copyright Board may on receipt of a complaint from the assignor and
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after holding such inquiry, as it may deem necessary, revoke such

assignment.

(2) I f any dispute arises with respect to the assignment of any

copyright, the Copyright Board may on receipt of a complaint lrom thc

aggrieved party and after holding such inquiry, as it considers necessary,

pass such order as it may deem fit including an order for the recovery of

any payable royalty:

Provided that the Copyright Board shall not pass any order under

this sub-section to revoke the assignment unless it is satisfied that the

terms of assignment are harsh to the assignor and thc assignor is also the

author:

Provided further that before the disposal of a complaint for

revocation ol assignment under this sub-section, the Copyright Board

may pass such order, as it deems fit, regarding implementation of the

terms and conditions of assignment.

(3) Every complaint received under sub-section (2) shall be dealt

by the Copyright Board and it shall decide the complaint within a period

of six months and in case Copyright Board have not decided the

complaint within six months it shall record the reasons thereof.".
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11. Amendment in section 24A, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962. - In the said

Ordinance, in section 24A, for sub-section (1), the following shall be substitutcd,

namely:-

"(1) Thc pcrformers shall have the exclusive right, subject to the

provisions of this Act, to authorize or prevent any of thc following acts

in respcct of thc pcrfbrmancc or any substantial parl thcreof, namelv: -

(a) to makc a sound recording or a visual recording of thc

performance, including,-

(i) reproduction of it in any material form including the

storing ol'it in any medium by electronic or any othcr

mcans;

(ii) issuance ofcopies to the public not being copies aiready

in circulation; and

(iii) sclling or giving it on cornmercial rental or offcr for salc

or for conrmcrcial rental any copy ofthe recording; and

(b) to broadcast or communicate the performance to the public

except where the performance is already broadcast.

(2) Oncc a pcrformcr has, by written agreemcnt, conscnted to thc

incorporation olhis perlbrmance in a cinematograph film or auclio-visual

work, hc shall not, in the absence of any contract to the contrary, object

to the enjoyment by the producer of the film of the performer's right in

the same film:
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Provided that, notwithstanding anything contained in this sub-

section, the porlormcr sliall be cntitled to royalties in case of making ol

the perlornances for commercial use.".

12. Insertion of section 30A, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962. - In the said

Ordinance, after seclion 30, thc following section shall be inserted, namely:

"30A. Exceptions lbr persons who are visually impaired or print

disabled.- ( I ) Authorize d entities shall be permitted, without thc

authorizalion of thc right holder, to make an accessible format copy o1' a

work, obtain lrom another authorized entity an accessible format copy, and

supply thosc copies to persons who are visually impaired or print disabled by

any means, including non-commercial iending or electronic communication

or wire or wircless means, and undertake any intermediatc steps to achicvc

those objectivcs, subject to the following conditions, namely;-

(a) the authorized entig intending to undertake said activity

has lawful access to that work or a copy of that work;

(b) the work is converted to an accessible format copy, which

rnay include any means required to navigate inlbrmation

in the accessible format, but does not introduce changes

other than those needed to make the work accessible to the

pcrson who is visually impaired or print disabled;
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(c) such acccssible format copies are supplied exclusively to

be used by persons who are visually impaired or print

disabled; and

(d) the activity is r,rndertakcn on a non-profit basis.

(2) A pcrson who is visually impaircd ol print disabled, may

be assisted by somcone aoting on his behalfincluding a primary caretaker

or caregivcr, and shall bc permitted to make an accessible lormal copy of

a work 1br his personal use or otherwise assist himself to makc and use

accessible format copies where he has lawful access to that work or a

copy ol'that work

(3) Authorized entities may be allowed w,ithout authorization

of the right holder, to distribute or make available accessiblc fonnat

copres, to.--

(a) an authorized entity lbr the exclusivc use olpersons rvho

are visually impaired or print disabled; or

(b) directly to a person who is visually impaired or print

disabled in another Contracting Party to the Marrakcsh

Trcaty 10 fhcilitate access to published works lor persons

who arc blind, visually impaired, or otherwise print

disabled.
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(4) An authorizcd entity shall establish and follow thc practiccs

mentioned below,-

(a) cstablish that the persons it serves are persons who

arc visually impaired or print disabled;

(b) limit to these persons or authorized cntities its

distribution and making available of acccssible format

coples;

(c) discourage the reproduction, distribution and making

available of unauthorized copies; and

(d) cnsurc due care in its handling of copics of works,

whilc respecting the privacy of persons who are

visually impaired or print disabled on an equal basis

with others and also maintain record thercof."

13. Insertion of sections 33A. 338 and 33C, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962.-

In the said Ordinancc, new seclions 33A, 33ts and 33C shall be insertion, namely: -

"33A. Administration of rights of owner.- ( I ) Evcry

Perfoming Right Socicly or Collective Management Organization shall
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administer thc rights o[' the owners in such manner as mentionod

belorv

(a) obtain the approval of such owners of rights lor its

procedures ofcollection and distribution of fees;

(b) obtain their approval for the utilization of any arnounts

collccted as I'ecs for any puryose other than distribution to

thc owner of rights; and

(c) provide to such owners regular, tull and detailed

inlbrmation concerning all its activities, in rclation to 1hc

adminislration of their rights within fifteen working days.

(2) All i'ees distributed among the owners of rights shall be, as

far as is practicablc, distributed in proportion to the actual use olthcir

33B. Statemcnts of royalty.- (1) Every copylight society shall

submit to thc Registrar of Copyrights, their statements of royalty

collcctions and disbulsements annually in a specified manner, who shall

submit the repoft altcr scrutiny to the Director General.
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(2) Any officer duly authorized by the Organization, in this

respcol, may call lbr any rcport and also call for any records ol'any

copyright society lor the purpose of satisfying itself that the fees

collected by the society in respect of rights administered by it are bcing

utilizcd or distributed in accordance with the tariff structure as approved

by thc Organization.

33C. E,stablishment of Copyright Society.- (1) Thc

Organization may authorize establishment of Copyright Society in each

copyright sector and shall have representation in thcir governing body

(2) Thc Organization may nominate any other rclevant public

sector cntity as mcmbcr of the governing body of the copyright socicty

where deemed nccessary.".

14. Amendmcnt in scction 36, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962.- In the- saicl

Ordinance, in section 36, in sub-scction (3), after the word "basis", the words "subject

to the payment of reasonablc compensation decided by the Copyright Board" shall be

inscrted.

15. Insertion of scction 36A and 368, Ordinance No. XXXIV of 1962.-

In the Ordinance, aller seclion 36, amended as aforesaid, the following new sections

36,4 and 368, shall bc inscrtcd, namcly: -
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"36A. l,iccnse lbr cover versions. - Any pcrson desirous ofntaking

a cover vcrsion, being a sound recording in respect of any literary.

dramatic or musical work, shall apply for license to the Copyright Board,

in such form and manner as may be specified.

36li. Liccnse for broadcasting of literary, musical works and

sound rccording.- Any broadcasting organization desirous of

communicating to the public by way of a broadcast or by way ol

perfomrance ol a litcrary, musical work or sound recording, shall apply

for licensc to thc Copyright Board, in such fomr and uranncr as rnay bc

specified.".

16. Insertion of section 37A, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962.- In the

said Ordinance, aftcr scction 37, thc lollowing new sections 37A, shall bc insertcd,

namely: -

"37A. Compulsorv License for benefit of visually impaired

and print disabletl.- (1) Any person working for the bencfit of visually

impaircd and print disabled person on a non-profit basis or lbr

business shall apply for license to the Copyright Board, in such form

and manner as n'ray be specified.".

17. Amendmcnt of section 39, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962. - In rhc srrirl

Ordinance, in section 39,-
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(a) in sub-section (2), for the proviso the following shall be

substituted, namely:

"Providcd that in case of artistic works, within fifteen

working days of filing of the application, the Registrar shall

publish thc artistic work on the website IPO-Pakistan in E-

Copyright Journal and shall decide opposition in the prescribed

manner."; and

(b) aflcr sub-scction (2), amended as aforesaid, the following new sub-

section (3 ), shall bc inserted, namely:-

"(3) No ccrlif,icate shall be granted for a work which may

bc contrary to the public order or morality or likely to hurt thr:

rcligious or cthnic susceptibilities of any class of citizens of

Pakistan.

Providcd thal where an application is rejected under this

sub-sec1ion, thc Rcgistrar of Copyrights shall providc the applicant

reasonable opportunity to present a defense of his work.".

18. Amendment of scction 43, Ordinance X)LXIV of 1962. - In the said

Ordinance, in section 43, in sub-section (2), for the words "Fedcral Govcrnmcnt", thc

words "Director Cencral" shall bc substituted.
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19. Amendmcnt of section 43A, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962. - In thc said

Ordinance, in section 43A, in sub-section (l), for the words "Federal Govemment",

the wo-r-ds "Board" shall be substitutcd.

20, Amendment of section 44. C)rdinance )LXXIV of 1962: - In the said

Ordinance, in section 44,--

(.a) in sub-scction (l), tbr the words "F-ederal Government', the words

"the Organization" shall be substituted; and

(.b) in sub-scction (4), for the words "F'ederal Govemment", the words

"Direclor General" shall be substituted

21, Amendment of section 45. Ordinance XXXIV of 1962. - In tho said

Ordinance, aftcr scction 45, {irr the words "Federal Govcmment", whcrcvcr

occurring, the rvords "Prime Minister" shall be substituted

22. Insertion of ncrv scction 56,{ and 568. Ordinancc XXXIV of 1962,

- In the saitl Ordinancc, afler scction 56, the following new section 564,, shall be

inserted, namely:-

"56A. Protection of technological measures. - ( I ) 'l'hc

lollowing mcasurcs shall be takcn to protect to,-.

(a)circumvent effective technologica.l protection

measures; or
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(b) produce, impon, distribute, scll, rent, advertise fbr

sale or rental, or possess dcvices, products.

components or services for commercial purposcs

that:

(i) are promoted, advertised or marketed for the

purpose of circumventins cffective

tcchnological protection lneasLrres;

(ii) have only a limited commercially signihcant

purpose or use other than to circumvenl

clfective technological protection rncasures; or

(iii) are primarily designed, produced, adapted or

performed for the purpose of enabling or

tacilitating the circumvention ol cllectivc

technological protection measures.

(2) Any person or service provider lvho circumvents an

elfcctive lcchnological measure applied tbr the purpose of

protccting any of the rights conferred by this Act, with the intcntion

of infringing such rights, shall be punishable with imprisonment

and finc or both as dcscribed in Chapter XIII and XIV of this Act.
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(3) Nothing in sub-section (l) shall prevent any pcrson

(a) doing anything referred to therein for a purpose not

expressly prohibited by this Act:

Provided that any person or scwicc providcr

lacilitating circumvention by another person ol a

technological measure lbr such a purpose shall

maintain a complete record of such othcr pcrson

including his name, address and all relcvant

particulars necessary to identifu him and the purpose

for which he has been facilitated: or

(b) doing anything necessary to conduct encryption

research using a lawfully obtained encrypted copy; or

(c) conducting any lawful investigation; or

(d) doing anylhing necessary lor the purpose of testing the

security of a computer system or a computer network

with the authorization of its owner or opelator; or
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(e) doing anything necessaly to circumvent tcchnological

mcasures intended for idc,ntification or survcillancc of

a user; or

(1) taking mcasures necessary in the interest of national

security

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions above, upon the

request by the bcneficiary of an exception or limitation provided

within thc Ordinancc, the Copyright Board or coun or any othcr

competent authority may order that the necessary mcans bc madc

availablc to the beneficiary in order that he may enjoy or apply the

cxccption or linritation, to the extent required to benefit from it.

568 Protection of Rights Management Information. -

Any person or service provider, who knowingly-

(a) rcmoves or alters any rights management information

without authority, or

(b) distributcs, imports for distribution, broadcasts or

conrmunicates to the public, without authority, copies

of any work, or performance knowing that electronic

)r



righls managernent inlormation has been rcmovcd or

altered without authority,

shall be punishable with imprisonment and fine as described in

Chaptcr XIil and XIV

Providcd that if the rights management information has

been tampered in any work, the owner of copyright in such work

may also avail ol civil remedies provided under Chapter XIII

against thc persons indulging in such acts described above."

23. r\mendment of section 57, Ordinancc No, XXXIV of 7962. - In thc

said Ordinance, in scction 57, in sub-section (l), in clause (x), for fullstop at the cnd

a colon and the word "and" shall bc substituted and thereafter the following new clausc

(y) shall be inserted, namely:-

"(y) the adaptation, reproduction, issue of copies or

communication to the publio of any rvork in any accessible

format, by,-

(i) any person to f'acilitate visually impaired or print

disabled person to access to works including sharing with

any visuallv impaired or print disabled person of such

accessiblc format tbr pdvate or personal use, cducalional

purposc or rescarch; or

26



(ii) any authorized entify working for the benefit of the

visually impaired and print disabled persons in casc the

nonnal lomral prevents the enjoymeirt of such works by

such pcrsons:

Providcd that the copies of the u,orks in such

acccssiblc lormat are made available to the visually

illpaircd and print disabled persons on a non-profit basis br.rt

to rccovcr only the cost ofproduction:

Provided further that the authorized entity shall

cnsurc that thc copies of works in such accsssible tbrnlat

arc uscd only by visually impaircd and print disablcd

pcrsons and takes reasonable steps to prevent its entry into

ordinary channcls of business.

Explanation,- For the purposes of this sub-clausc.

"any authorized entity" includes an authorized entity

registcrcd with competent regulatory authority and working

for thc bcnefit of visually impaired and print disablcd

pcrsons or recognized as disabled under other state laws. Or

receiving grants from the govemment for facilitating access

to visually impaircd and print disabled persons or an
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educational institution or library or archives recognized by

thc Govemmcnt.".

24. Amendment of scction 65, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962,-In thc said

Ordinance. in section 65,

(a) in sub-section ( I ), for the words "Court of District judge", thc word

"Intellcctual Propcrty Tribunal" and for the words "twelvc months", thc

words "ninety days" shall be substituted respectively; and

(b) sub-secrrons (2) to (5), shall be omitted;

25. Amendmcnt of scction 66, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962. - In thc said

Ordinance, in sections 66, aftcr the word "with", the words "minimum imprisonment

of three months which may bc extended to three years. or with minimum fine o1'rupees

three hundred thousand which may extend to one million nrpees, or with both" shall

be substituted.

26. Amcndment of scction 66A, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962. - In the said

Ordinance, in sections 66A, after thc word "with", the words "minimum imprisonment

of three months which may be cxtended to three years, or w,ith minimum fine of'rupc-cs

three hundred thousand which may extend to one million nrpees, or with both" shall

be substituted.

27. Amendment of scction 668, OrdinanceXXXIV of 1962.-In the said

Ordinance, in sections 668, alter thc word "with", the words "minimum imprisonmcnt

of three lnonths which may be cxtcnded to three years, or with

2&



minimum fine of Rupces thrcc hundrcd thousand which may extend to onc million

rupees, or with both" shall bc substitutcd.

28. Amendment of section 66C, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962. - In the said

Ordinance, in sections 66C, aftcr the word "with", the words "minimum imprisonmenl

of three months which may be cxtcndcd to three yeam, orwith minimum fine of rupccs

three hundred thousand which may extcnd to one million lupees, or with both" shall

be substituted.

29. Amendmentof scction 66D, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962.- In the said

Ordinancc, in scctions 66D, aftcr thc word "with", the words "minimum imprisonmcnl

of threc months which may be extended to three years, or with minimum fine of rupccs

three hundred thousand which may extend to one million rupees, or with both" shall

bc substituted.

30. Amendmcnt ol'scction 668, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962. - In the said

Ordinance, in sections 66E, after the words "with", the words "minimum

imprisonment of three months \l'hich rnay be extended to three years, or with

minimum fine of rupces threc hundred thousand which may extend to one million

rupees, or with both" shall be substituted.

31. Amendment of scction 67, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962, - In the saicl

Ordinance, in sections 67, after the word "with", the words "minimum imprisonmcnt

of three months which may bc cxtcndcd to three years, or with minimum fine of rupecs
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three hundred thousand which rnay cxtcnd to one rnillion mpces, or with both" shall

bc substituted.

32. Amendmcnt of scction 68, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962. - In the said

Ordinance, in sections 68, aftcr the words "with", the words "minimum imprisonment

of three months which may be extcndcd to three years, or with minimum fine olrupccs

three hundrcd thousand which may extend to one million rupees, or with both" shall

be substituted.

33. Amendment of scction 69. Ordinance XXXIV of 1962. - In the said

Ordinance, in sections 69, after the word "with", occurring for the third time, the

words "minimum imprisonrnent of three months which may be extended to three

years, or with minimum fine of rupees three hundred thousand which may extend to

one million rupees, or with both" shall be substituted.

34. Amendmcnt of scction 70, Ordinance XXXIV of 7962. - L-r the said

Ordinance, in sections 70, after the word "with", thc words "minimum imprisonment

of three months which may be cxtended to three years, or with minimum fine of rupees

three hundred thousand which may cxtend to one million rupees, or with both" shall

be substituted.

35. Amendment of scction 70A. Ordinance XXXIV of 1962. - In the said

Ordinance, in sections 70A, a[1cr thc word "with" the words "minimum imprisonmcnt

of three months which may bc extended to three years, or with minimum fine of rupees
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three hundred thousand which rnay cxtend to one million nrpees, or with both" shall

bc substituted.

36. Amendmcnt in scctions 708 Ordinancc XXXIV of 1962.- In thc said

Ordinance, in section 708, after thc words "offence", occuning for the second timc

the words "he shall bc punished with minimum imprisonment of three months w'hich

may extend to three years, or with minimum fine of rupees tive hundred thousand

which may extend to two miilion mpces, or with both.".

37. Amcndmcnt in sections 72, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962.* lrr the said

Ordinance, in section 72, lor the words "No court inferior to that of a Magistrate of

the first class" the words "Only the IP Tribunal" shall be substituted.

38. Amendmcnt in scctions 73, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962. - In the said

Act, in section 73, for the word ooCourt" the words "IP Tribunal" shall be substituted.

39. Amendment of section 74. Ordinance XXXIV of 1962: - In the said

Ordinance, in section 74,

(a) for the word "magistratc", wherevcr occurring, the words "IP 'Iribunal"

shall be substituted;

(b) in sub-section (1), for the words "Police Officer", the words "officer of

Law Enlbrccmcnt Agcncy" shall be substituted and the words "without

warrant" shall bc omittcd; and

(c) for sub-section (3) the following shall be substituted, namely:
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"(3) A Law Enforcement Agency shall take cognizance ofall olfences

under Chaptcr XIV if thc cornplaint is refet'red by the Organization.".

40. Amcndmcnt in scctions 74A of the Ordinance XXIV of 1962.

In the said Ordinance, in section 74A, lbr the word "Magistrate", the word "IP

Tribunal" shall be substituted.

41. Amendment of section 75, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962.- ln thc said

Ordinance, in section 75,-

(a) in thc marginal note for the words "Magistrate" the words "IP

'Iribunal" shall be substituted;

(b) 1'or thc words "coufi to which appeals from the Court making

thc order ordinarily lie" the rvords "High Court" and for thc

word "appellate court", the word "High Court" shall be

respectively substituted.

42. lnsertion of section 82A Ordinancc .XXXIV of 1962. - In thc said

Ordinance, after scction 82 the following new section 82A shall be inserted, namely:-

"82A. Power to make regulations.- (l) The Organizati,rn mav.

rvith thc prior approval ol'the Board and by notification in the official

Gazeltc, rnake rcgulations not inconsistent with this Ordinance or thc

rules made thercunder to carry out the purposes of this Ordinance.

(2) Notwithstanding thc gcnerality of sub-section ( I ) the regulations may

be made for thc Ibllowing purposes, namely:-



(a) assigmnent of copyright and dispute with respect to assignment

of copyrights;

(b) govemance and oversight ofcopyright societies;

(c) procedures fbr the copyright registration, e- copyright jounral

and intcrnational copyrights;

(d) operational procedwes fbr the Copyright Board;

(e) mechanisms for monitoring and enforcing copyright in digital

environmcnt; and

(0 acccplance, storage, and processing of digital copies lor

copyright r-egistration.

(3) Thc Organization may, with prior approval of the Board,

issue supplemcntary rcgulations to address gaps or challengcs that arisc

due to unloreseen developments, provided that such regulations are

consistent with thc purpose of this Ordinance.".

43, Insertion of ncw scction 85, Ordinance XXXIV of 1962. - In 1hc said

Ordinance, a new section 85 shall be inserted, namely:-

" 85. Validity of Elcctronic Documents. The submission and issuance of

electronic forms of thc lollowing communications for official purpose shall bc

adrnissible in terms of the Qaunun-e Shahadat, 1984 (P.O l0 of 1984) , namely:-
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(a) prescribed application forms and other related documents defined

by the rulcs notified under this ordinance, by the applicant

excluding powcr of attomey;

(b) the Copyright Register maintained under section 38;

(c) notices in processing of copyright application and grant ol

registrations;

(d) publications by the office including copyright journals; and

(e) all the certificates and licenses issued by the officc including

con-rpulsory Iiccnsc and assignments"
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The Copyright Ordinance, 1.962 was last amended in 2000 to make it
compliant with World Trade Organization's Trade Related Aspects of
lntellectual Property (TRIPS) agreement. Since then, in the last 25 years,

the copyright regime has evolved immensely with the introduction of new
technologies, internet, electronic and social media etc. This has brought
together new opportunities for our artists and content creators to best

exploit their copyright content in the conventional as well as digital forum.
Although, this advancement in the field of copyright has introduced new
avenues for the livelihood for the content creators, however, on the other
hand, it has made easier to unauthorizedly reproduce, share, upload and
broadcast the copyright work of the owner. Besides, there was a need to
strengthen the scheme of Performing Rights Societies also known as

Collective Management Organizations by ensuring just and transparent
payments of royalties, compliance of World lntellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) treaties (Marrakesh Treaty for VlPs, Internet Treaties
etc.), introduction of minimum penalties, validation of the E-documents,
introduction of international best practices and removal of anomalies etc.

All these amendments have been aimed to protect the creative content of
the artists, create conducive environment for flourishing our culture and

creative industries to enable them to contribute to jobs and wealth
creation. A well protected and internationally harmonized copyright
regime will boost confidence of foreign investors and attract FDL

2. Foregoing in view, "The Copyright Ordinance (Amendments) 8ill,

2025, addressing the aforesaid concerns and issues, is being placed before
the National Assembly for the kind perusal and approval.

m mal Khan
ommerceMini te for C
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