NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON POWER DIVISION ON THE
REGULATION OF GENERATION, TRANSMISSION AND DISTRIBUTION OF

ELECTRIC POWER (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2026

I, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Power Division, have the honour to present
this report on the Bill further to amend the Regulation of Generation, Transmission and
Distribution of Electric Power Act, 1997 (ACT No. XL of 1997) [The Regulation of Generation,
Transmission and Distribution of Electric Power (Amendment) Bill, 2026] (Government Bill),
referred to the Committee on 30" March, 2026.

2 The Committee comprises the following:-
1) Mr. Muhammad Idrees Chairman
2) Mr. Babar Nawaz Khan Member
3) Sheikh Aftab Ahmed Member
4) Raja Qamar Ul Islam Member
5) Chudhary Naseer Ahmed Abbas Member
6) Syeda Nosheen Iftikhar Member
7) Rana Muhammad Hayat Khan Member
8) Mr. Muhammad Abdul Ghaffar Watto Member
9) Mr. Muhammad Shaharyar Khan Mahar Member
10) Mr. Khurshid Ahmed Junejo Member
11) Mr. Nauman Islam Shaikh Member
12) Syed Abrar Ali Shah Member
13) Syed Waseem Hussain Member
14) Mr. Sanjay Perwani Member
15) Mr. Junaid Akbar Member
16) Malik Anwar Taj Member
17) Mr. Sher Ali Arbab Member
18) Haji Imtiaz Ahmed Choudhry Member
19) Mr. Ali Afzal Sahi Member
20) Malik Muhammad Aamir Dogar Member
21) Minister for Power Division Ex-officio Member
3. The Committee considered the Bill, as introduced in the National Assembly,

placed at ‘Annexure-A’, in its meeting held on 03-6-2026, and recommended that the
Bill, as introduced, may be passed by the National Assembly.

Sd/- Sd/-
(Saeed Ahmad Maitla) (Muhammad Idrees)
Acting Secretary Chairman
Islamabad, the 09" June, 2026
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(AS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE]
A
BILL

further to amend the Regulation of Generation, Transmission and Distribution of Electric
Power Act, 1997 (ACT No. XL of 1997)

WHEREAS, it is expedient further t0 amend. the Regulation of Generation, Transmission
997), for the purpose

and Distribution of Electric Power Act, 1997 (ACT No. XL of 1
hereinafter appearing: '

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

ay be called the Regulation of

1. Short title and commencement. - (1) This Act m
(Amendment) Act, 2026.

Generation, Transmission and Distribution of Electric Power
(2) It shall come into force at once.

2.  Amendment of section 2, Act XYL, of 1997.--In the Regulation of Generation,
Transmission and Distribution of Electric Power Act, 1997 (ACT NO. XL of 1997)
hereinafter referred to as the said Act, in section 2, after clause (viii), the following new
clause (viiia), shall be inserted, namely: -

“(viiia) Division concerned means the Division to which the business of the Act stands

allocated;”

n 7, Act XL of 1997.- In the said Act, in section 7, in sub-

3. Amendment of sectio
jon “Federal Government”, the expression

section (3), in paragraph (a), for the express
“Division concerned” shall be substituted. )

4. Amendment of section 22, Act XL of 1997.- In the said Act, in section 22, in sub-

section (2),-
(i) for the expréssi'on “distribution company”, the expression “supplier of last
resort” shall be substituted.
(i) forthe expression “one year’
Act XL of 1997.- (1) In the said Act, in section 31, in

., the expression «two months” shall be substituted.

5 Amendment of section 31,
sub-section (7),
(i) for the expreSsion «Federal Government”, occurring for the first, second and third
time, the expression «Division concerned” shall be substituted;
(i)  for the word “falls” the word «“fails” shall be substituted.
(iii)  inthe proviso, -
(@) in paragraph (i), for the expression «Federal Government’, wherever

occurring, the expression “Division concerned” shall be substituted;



(b)  in paragraph (ii), for the expression “Federal Government”, occurring for the
second, third, fourth, fifth and sixth time, the expression “Division
concerned” shall be substituted; and

(¢)  in paragraph (iii), for the expression “Federal Government”, wherever
-occurring, the expression “Division concerned” shall be substituted;

ok ok ok ok o ok ok

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS -

The proposed amendments to the Regulation Generation, Transmission and
Distribution of Electricity Power Act 1997 (ACT No., XL of 1997) are intended to align
the statutory framework with the evolving structure of the power sector. The amendments
seek to réplace references to the “Federal Government” with the appropriate authorities,
rationalize regulatory functions, and improve administrative:efficiency in accordance with
the Rules of Business, 1973.

‘Furthermore, in order to facilitate open access and wheeling and to enable the timely
commencement of competitive business-to-business (B2B) electricity market. transactions,
it-has become necéssary to amend Section 22(2) of the Regulation General, Transmission
and Distribution of Electricity Power Act 1997 (ACT NO, XL of 1997) by reducing the
notice period for bulk power consumers to discontinue electricity procurement from one
year to two months. The existing notice requirement has emerged as a procedural
unpedlment to market liberalization and does not reflect current sectoral realities. The

proposed amendments also update statutory terminology by replacing the térm “distribution
‘company” with “supplier of last resort”, consistent with the post-2018 separation of supply
- and distribution functions. -

The amendments are, therefore, necessary to ensure regulatory clarity, remove
operational bottlenecks, support ongoing power sector reforms, and. strengthen the legal

framework for a competitive electricity market

- The -amendment Bill, therefore, intends to achieve the aforesaid objectives.

Sd/-
Federal Mlnlster o
Ministry of Energy (Power D1v1s1on)
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