
I as TNTRoDUcED IN THE NATToNAL AssEMBLyl

BILL

further to amend the Special Economic Zones Act, 2012

WIIEARAS, it is expedient further to amend the Special Economic Zones

Act, 2Ol2 (XX of 2012), for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as foliows: -

1. Short tltle and commenceaert. - (1) This Act shall be called

the Special Economic Zones (Amendment) Act, 2026.

(21 It shall come into force at once. 
-=j..

2. Amendment of section 3, 
igt 

#, of 
.2912. - 

In the Special

Economic Zones Act, 2012 (XX of 2Ol2l4f{ereinafterylierred to as the said Act,

in section 3, for clause (I), the followipfsfrqll'liedubstituted, namely: -

,,.i" ^r* iYg/ r,.(I) "SEZ Authorify] meflfs tt;p-E ederal or, as the case may be, a
\J () -\-

Provincial SEZ .of-uThori,& established under section 10;".

-.. 
)"

(-
3. AmeudDleut of sqction 5, Act XK of 2012, - In the said Act, in

section 5, in sub-section (QlLior the words "the Provincial", the word "a" shall

be substituted. ,,Ct

4. Amendment of sectlon 8, Act XX of 2OL2. - In the said Act, in

section 8, sub-section (2), shall be omitted.

5" Amendment of sectioa 9, Act :O( oI 2OL2. - In the said Act, in

section 9, -

(a) in the rider clause, the expression "(1)", shatl be om{tted;

A

(b)

and

in clause (a), the word "Provincial', shall be omitted.
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"The Federal Government shall, by notification in the

official Gazette, establish a Federal SEZ Authority for the

Islamabad Capital Territory and SEZs established by the

Federal Government.";
.:$

", 
\'

(b) in sub-section (3), after thiitvord "eao-nt ine word uProvincial'

shall be insertedi and,,/<-"' ,*" ' 
\ '

.*j" .,)* ..tb'
,S .,)" .(;'

(c) in sub-sectioq $), ttr.eioraS*in its respective Province", shall+- .\, .i
be omitted'"i+' ,--"- - i?!. 

i:.. (ii.
7. Amendment of aectl# ir, 

^"t 
EK of 2fl12, --- In the said Act, in

section 12, for sub-section (1i1.t-1\e following shall be substituted, namely: -

"(1) Where. qOZ"i. proposed to be established by a Province, the
.r,\.

zone appliiAiion shall be submitted to the BOA by the SEZ

Authority of that Province. Where a SEZ is proposed to be

establishid by the Federai Government, the zone applicationphall

be submitted to the BOA by the Federal SEZ Authority.". !,

6, Amendment of sectlon 10, Act ICK oI 2012. - In the said Act, in

section 10, -

(a) in sub-section (1), after the fu1l stop at the end, the following

expression shall be inserted, nzrmeiy:-

8. Amendment of sectloa 13, Act XX of 2O12. - In the said Act, itr

section 13, -

(a) in sub-section (1), for the words "a developer", the words "one

or more developers' and for the full stop, at the end, a colon

HPr.eFl,
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(b) in sub-section (5), the word "jointl/ shall be omitted and after

the word 'and", the words and comma "where an SEZ is

proposed to be established by a Proving also" shall be

inserted. - !-'

*+1 c;P
of sectlon r,ficf,*< on)6r2. - In the said Act, in

section 15, in sub-section (1), aftqr'therfrorfi/2Authori!y'', the words "of the

territory or Province' shall be 4p$i"a2d" , .t'*

^-l..'o ,^,*' .*'\ .. L/ ,.!'

10. Ameudment or se#ion5rt, Act xx of 2C12, - In the said Act, in

section 16, in sub-section (1), - O-
*t'

da'
(a) in clauseJd/, for the words ""t 

Qgg,l 
the word "upto" shall be

substitbied; and ffi.

shall be substituted and thereafter the following proviso shall

be added, namely: -

"Provided that more than one developer shal1 only be

selected where t]re area of t}:re zone is at least one thousand

acres and each developer is allotted at least Iive hundred acres

therefrom.", and

(b) in clause (i), for the word "Provincial", the word "concerned"

shall be substituted.

11. Amerrdment of eection 17, Act Xx of 2Ot2. - In the said Act, in

section 17, in clause (n), after the words "Provinces", the words "or territories"

shall be inserted. /'
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section 21, in sub-section (2), in clause (iv), the word nProvincial" shall be

omitted.

13. Amendmeat of sectlon 22, Act XX ol 2OL2. - In the said Act, in

section 22, -

(a) in sub-section (2), for the word "Provincial', the word

"concerned' shall be substituted; and

sub-section (7), shall be omitted.(b)

*5r
L4. Amendmeat of section 24, Act 8CK of 2OL2, tiin the said Act, in

section 24, in sub-section (2), for the *o/.&s "SBZ,tfihrority of the relevant

Province", the words "relevant SfZ nuth#iti4 dilafl bt substituted.
;r 1'"*t '11i'

15. Amendment or segtlin adeqt'ia* of 2Cl12. - In the said Act, in.,\ ,\.- ,(-l
section 27, in sub-section (t lt= -O^ .-):-:; ,r.\{(

(a) for clause (i),(.the following shall be substituted, namely: -

"(i) thefEtieral and Provincial Governments to ensure, ar
/1,g6iernment expense in the case of SEZs established

..{^

'on public land or by public sector entities, the

provision of road access, all utilities including

electricity, gas, telecommunication services andp(her

essential facilities upto the designated zerof point

within one year of the notification of the SEZ. The

BOA may, on a case by case basis, also allow suCh

provision at government expense for sEZs

established by private parties; as per criteria

approved by it; ald

(b) clause (ii) shall be omitted.
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16. Arrerdment of section 29, Act )a( of 2012. - In t].e said Act, in

section 29, in sub-section (3), in clause (i), after the words "Province", the

words "or territoq/' shall be inserted.

17. Amendmeut of sectlon 37, Act XX pf 2OL2, - In the said Act, in
section 37, for clause (b), the following shall be substituted, namely: '

"(b) exemplion from all taxes on income for enterprises

commencing commercial production for the next ten years or

until the thirtieth day of June 2035, whichever is earlier.".

(3) The Ttibunal constituted under sub-section (1) shall have

exclusive jurisdiction to determine al1 matters pertaining to this Act, any

rules or regulations made pursuant to this Act and the operation and

implementation this Act or such rules or regulations by any person or

body empowered by, under or by virtue of this Act or such rul1 or

regulation, including without limiting the generality of the foregoirtg, the

exercise of powers and functions by the BOA, Approval Committee, BOI,

.-.f
18. Amendment of section 38, Act )O( of 2O12rfrln the said Act, for

section 38, the following shall be substitutqdi namely:.o .> 
-

(J .*'\ 
^ 

f. '
438. Establlshment 

",PSpt+tlt "dpclnomic 
Zone Appellate

Trlbuual.- (1) A Special 
,3d6":#t" 4yat Appettate Tribunal shall be

established and no coup\Shal].{6keo$Bnizance of any legal dispute under

this Act or the rules*' orr(nBgulEtlons made thereunder to which the

jurisdiction of the Special Ecgt'mic Zone Appellate Tribunal extends.
O'

(2) Notwithstan{g!. anything contained tlrerein, the Federal

Government may, b,ga?iotification in the official Gazette, designate an
-\/

existing tribunal. ettablished under any other law to exercise the powers

and perform the functions of the Special Economic Zone Appellate

Tribunal under this Act.
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(5) The Chairman of the Tribunal shall be advocate of known

integrity and competence with at least twenty yeartlof experience in

commercial matters and the members of the tribuqgl shall be persons of

known integrity and having profesqibill experied$ of at least ten years,r-" .-\ \ '

in the fie1d of law, economic,l\echp'dlogr^or finance, coupled with

experience of the industri^r q,ebgorr;ft' ,ilo'.;i' -c" 'i
(6) The Chairm"n6'iia qr"iiitgrS'of rhe Tribunal constituted under

sub-section (1) shall fil,f+.Od"1f"t'a pe.iod of three years and shall be

eligible for reappointment fo5 ) similar term or terms or until attaining

the age of sixty-eight yearlq.in case of the chairman and sixty-two years in

the case of a membelaJfl.ltrichever is earlier.

(7) The Tridtnal shall decide a matter expeditiousiy but not later

than three months of its frling before the said tribunal.

an SEZ Authority:

Provided that the foregoing shall not include service matters

pertaining to civil servants as defined in the Civil Servants Act, 1973

(LxxI of 1973).

(4) The Tribunal shall consist of a chairman and two other

members. The chairman and members shall be appointed by the Federal

Government on such terms and conditions as it may determine.

Explanation.- It is clarified that the timeframe for rendering a dedlsion
,,

within three months is mandatory and not directory.

(8) The Tribunal for the purpose of deciding an appeal be deemgd

to be a civil court and shall have all the powers vested in such court

under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (Act V of 1908) and judgements

of such tribunal shall be deemed to be decree of a civil court issued

under Act V of i908.
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t

(9) Any person aggrieved by an order, judgement or decree of the

Ttibunal under tJlis section may prefer an appeal to the Supreme Court

of Pakistan within sixfy days.".

,:b
.J

)-

.J.i'

\$
I

,it"c"

hY . dc'

-+s ..r* ;ro+'' ci" t t/*
i' , Y'- .l

^.,1 t ,^r'
t!' ,O' *t"{1 g
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

"Speci.l Economic Zones (Amendment) Act, 2026'

- The pury+se-ef+he-amename*+isto encourageievelop,sest4fspeciaLEcosomicZoues-

by fostering incentives, instituting an investor friendly framework and providing an expcditious

dispute resolution procedure,

2. The bill is aimed to achieve the above stated objects.

0^ *-

(Qaiser Ahmed Shelkh)

Federsl Minister for Board oflnv€stment

/.,


