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I, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Law and Justice' have the honour to

present this rePort on the Bill further to amend the Qanun-e-Shahadat Order'1984

(P.o'No.lOof"l9B4)flheQanun-e-shahadatOrder(Amendment)8i11,2025](Private

Member Bill) referred to the Committee on 2ln )anuary ' 2025'

2. The Committee comprises the following: -
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15,

16.
17.
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21.

Ex-officio Member

3.TheCommitteeconsideredtheBil|asintroducedintheNationalAssembly,placed

at Annex-A, in itt meeting held on the 4th March' 3Oth April' 22"d )uly 2025 ' 2d

February,lT'h February 2026, and proposed the following amendments therein;

(l) Clause I

for clause I, the following shall be substituted' namely:

'(1) Short title and extent. - (l) This Act shall be called as the Qanun e Shahadat

(Amendment) Act, 2026.

(2) lt shall come into force at once"'
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(2) Clause 2

Clause 2 shall be omitted, and the remaining clauses shall be renumbered

accordingly, and thereafter, for the freshly renumbered Clause 2, the following shall

be substituted, namely:

"2. Amendment of Article 59, P.O.10 of 1984.- ln the Qanun e Shahadat, 1984
(P.O. l0 of 1984), hereinafter referred to as "the Said Order", in Article 59, after
the word "law", occurring for the first and second time, the comma and word
"forensics" shall respectively by inserted."

(3) Clause 3

for renumbered clause 3, the following shall be substituted, namely:

"3. Amendment of Article 61, P.O. IO of 1984.- ln the said Order, in Article 61,

after the word "fact" for the "full stop", a colon shall be substituted and
thereafter the following proviso shall be inserted, namely: -

"Provided that in case the opinion formed by the Court is disputed the Court
shall refer the case for the report of the expert."

(4)

renumbered Clause 4 shall be omitted, and thereafter, for the freshly renumbered

Clause 4, the following shall be substituted, namely:

"4. Amendment of Article 84, P.O. lO of 1984.- ln the said Order, in Article 84,
after sub-section (2), the following new iub-section shall be inserted, namely:-

"(2A) Notwithstanding anything contained in clauses (1) and (2) whenever the
opinion formed by the Court is disputed by any party, the Court shall refer the case

for the report of the expert."

4. The Committee recommended that the Bill, as reported by the Standing Committee,
placed at Annex B, may be passed by the National Assembly.

sdl_
(Ch. Mahmood Bashir Virk)

Chairman

Clause 4

sdl-
Saeed Ahmad Maitla
Acting Secretary

Irlamabad. the 6th March 2026



I AS INTRODUCED INTHENATIONALASSDMBTY},

E;u-

fiirther to amend the Qanun-e-Shahadat Order, 1984

,

WHEREAS it is expedient flrther to amend the Qanun-e-Shahadat Order, i984

(P.O. No. 10 of1984) forthepurposes hereinafter appehring;

It is hereby enacted as foliows:-

1. Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act may be called' the Qanun-e-

(2) It shall come into force at oncg.

2. Amendment of Article 2, 8.O.No. 10 of 1984).- In the Qanun-e-Shahadat

Order, 1984 (P.O. No. i0 of 1984) hereinafter referred to as the said Order, in Article 2, in

clause (1), aftgr sub-qlausg (d), the following new sub-claqse (da) shall be'inserted,

namely,-:

t'(da)

3.

5q-
Amendment of Article 59, (P.O. No. 10 of 1984).- In the said Order, in Article

(a) the existing clause shall be renumbered as (1), and thereafter i:r the reaumbered

(i) aftq thq expression "ot art,"'occurring for thq first time, the'' 
.expression "or as to identity of hand-writing or finger

. 
impressions," shall be omitted; and

"forensic agency" refers to an agency, institution, body,'

laboratory or any other facitity authorized by tho Federal

Goyer.nmenl or a Provincial Govemment, by notification in the

official Gazette, for examination and rendering of expert

opinion about forensic material.

Exolanation:- The words'"f,or6nsig materiai;; meaps for the

pu.pot.t .of authentication. and verifrcatiof; sample of
handwritten or printed documen! signahre, or fi.nger

impressions, as the case may be, or any other' material,

equipment or object ooonected with the commission of an

qffence, a civil cause or any other propeedings;'1,,'
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4. Amendineut of Article 61, (P,.O. No. 10 oI'1984).- In the said Order, in Article

61, for the expression "any.person acquainted with the hand-writing of the person by whom

it is supposed to be writien o, sign.d that it was or it was not written or signed Ay @
person,", the words "a forensic agency" shall be suhstitutcd. , l-_-

(ii) after the woras "o, bomt iisposali', the words "or in questions

as to identity of hand-writing or finger impressions" shall be
omitted,

(b) after clause (1) as amended, the following new clauses (2) and (3) shall be

inserted, namely,-

"(2) When the Court has to form an opinion upon a point as to
identity ofhand-writing, or signature or flurger impressions, the
opinion ofi forensiq agencf shall be mandatory.

(3) No court shall form an ,cpirion on the autihenticity of
hand-wiiting, signature, or finger impressions without expert
opinion of a forensic agency. ".

6. Amendment of Artlcle 84, (PrO. No. L0 of 1984).-' ln the said Otder, in Article
84

(a) in the marginal note, afier the word "writing"o the expiession

", finger impression" shall be inserted.

(b) in clause (1),

(i) . after the wotd "person" occurring for the second time, for the
'word "mayi', the word "shall" shall be substituted;

(ii) after the word "compared", the woids "by the forensic agericy"
shall be inserted; and

(iii) after the word "proved", the words "to form arr oiinion" shall
be inserted.

(c) in clause (2), for tho word "Court" occurring for the second time, the words

"forensic agency" shall be substituted.
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5. Amendment of Article 78, (P;O, No. l0 oI 1984).* In the said Order, in Article

78, for the words "to be ih his handwiiting", the words "only after obtaining opinion from

a forensic agency" shall be substituted. : !'
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-)

(d) in clause (3), for the full stop ,'." occurring at the end the colon ,,:,,shall be
substituted, and ttrereafter the following proviso shall be inserted, namely,-

"Provided that their authenticity and origin are verified by the' forensic agency.".

STATEMENTO OBJECTS AND REASONS

The Qanun.e-shahadat Order, 1984, Serves as a critical framework for evidence evaluation
injudicial proceedings. However, the rapid advancementbf tectinologr, increasing reliance
on forensic sciences, and need for authenticated and expert.veiified evidence necessitate
amendments to strengthen the evidentiary process. This amendment bill not onJy aims to
address these imperatives by introducing a formal recognition of forensic agencies as
critical components in the authentication of evidence but also irodemize
the legat &amewoik, reduce the chances ofjudicial errors, and build public trust in tle
judicial process.

sd/-
SHAZIA MARRI

MEMBER NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
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ANNEX.B

[AS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE]

Bill

further to amend the Qanun e Shahadat' 1984

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Qanun e Shahadat' 
'1984 (P'O' 10 of

iitrl'i.*t " PurPoses and in the manner hereinafter appearing:

It i5 hereby enacted as follows:

1. Short title and ",t""t' 
- (1) This Aa shall be called as the Qanun e Shahadat

(Amendment) Acr,2026'

(2) lt shall come into force at once'

2. Amendment of Article 59' P'O' l0 of 1984'- ln the-Qanun e Shahadat' 1984 (P'O'

l0 of 1984), hereinafter '"fu""a 
to as "the Said Order"' in Article 59' after the word

"law", occurring for the first and second time' the comma and word "forensics" shall

respectively by inJerted'

3. Amendment of Article 61, P'O' lO of 1984" ln the said Order' in Article 61'

after the word ,,faa,, for the llfu|l l;p", . colon shall be substituted and thereafter the

following proviso shall be inserted' namely:-

,,Provided that in case the opinion formed by the court is disputed the court

shall refer the case for the report of the expert"'

4. Amendment of Article 84, P'O' 10 of 1984'- ln the said Order' in Article 84'

after sub-section (2), the following new sub-section shall be inserted' namely:-

"(2A) NotwithstandinS anything contained in clauses (1) and (2)

whenever the opinion formeJ by the CouJis disputed by any party, the Court shall

refer the case for the rePort of the expert"'

OF BJE D o 5

sdi-

The Qanun-e-Shahadat Order, 1984' serves a5 a critical framework for evidence

evaluation in judicial proceedings' However' the rapid advancement of

technology, increasing reliance on iorensic sciences' and need for authenticated

una "rpfn-r"rified 
evidence necessitate amendments to strengthen the

evidentiary process. This amendment bill not only aims to address these

imperatives by introducing a formal recognition of forensic agencies as critical

..lp."""t in the authe;tication of 
"'Id"ntu 

but alro modernize the legal

framework, reduce the chances of judicial errors, and build public rust in the

judicial process'
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