
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY E ITETAITIAT'

ORT OF'THE, STANDIN OMMI N TS ON'I'HE
AGE RESTRAINT (AMT]NI) B 024)

I, Acting Chairperson ofthe Standing Commillec on IIuman Rights havc thc h919yf t"^

pr.rent this rep6.t on the Bill further to amend theChild Marriage Restraint Act, 1929 (XIX of
i lZe; 1tf," Ct,ita Uaniage Restrainl (Amendment) Bill,2O24l (Private Member's Bill) referred

to the Standing Committee on th llulry,2024.

2. The Committee comprises of the following:-
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16)
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Mr. Danyal Chaudhary
Syeda Nosheen Iftikhar
Mr, Shamsher Ali Mazari
Ms. Zeb Jaffar
Ms. Zahra Wadood F-atemi

Ms. Asiya Naz Tanoli
Ms. Tamkeen Akhtar Niazi
Dr. Nelson Azeem
Ms. Sehar Kamran
Ms. Shahida Rehmani

Ms. Naz Baloch
Mr. Naveed Aamir
Ms. Sabheen Ghoury
Mr. Gohar Ali Khan
Mr. Ali Muhammad
Mr. Sher Afual Khan
Mr. Changaze Ahmad Khan

Mr. Mohammad Riaz l'atYana

Mr. Azam Nazeer Tarar,
Minister lncharge for Cabinet Secretarial

3. 'l-he Committee considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly placed at
,,Annex-A,, in its meeting held on l6th October,2025 and recommended that the Ilill may not

be passed by the National Asscmbly.

sd/-

(TAHIR IIUSSAIN)
Secretary

lslamabad, the l3th Nov, 2025

sd/-

(MS. ZAHRA WADOOD FATEMT)

Acting ChairPerson
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AS REPORTED BYTHE STANDING COMMITTEE

BtLL

further to amend the Child Mdriage Restrnint Act' 1920 (XIX of 1929)

Wlereas Article 25(3) of the Constinrtion

provisions fot tlie protection of worren and children;
ensu.rcs that the State mav make special

wh.reasitisexpedienttoamendtheChildManiagoRestraintAct]929(XIXof1929)
for the purpose of cr.rrbing the evil of child marriage and savc girts t.rorn explortation, sexual

abuse and matters ancillary therclo:-

Ir is herebY enactcC as foltows.'

l short titlc rnd coinmeneemenL, (l) This Act may be called as the child Mamage

Restraint (Amendmen0 91,1r2024.

i2) lt shalt ext€nd to rhe lslamabad Capital Territory'

(l) lt shall oome into force at once.

2. Amenrlment of section 2 of tbe Acl xIX of l92t).- In the child Maniage Resrraint Act,

I92S (XD( of 1929) hereinafter referred to as lhe said Act,-

(i) in section 2, for Para$aph (a) the following slLall be substitutcd;

"(a) "child' mcans & person u'ho has not attaitred the age of eiglrteen yean;"

(ii) in secrion 2, after paragraph (c) the fotloujng.new. paragraph (cc) shall be- insertedl.
" :1..t 'to't*" .r.*r ift. ru*iy bourt esBblishcd under secoon s of thc Family Court Act 

'

1964 (XXXV of l96a)",

(iii) in section 2, paragraph (c) shall be omitted'

. 3. Inscrdou of ner section iu rhe Act XIX of 1929' - Afier seotion J' a new seclion 3A shall

be insertcd, namely; -"- 'q; 
Nik t iedr$rr to roSistcr marrtage on,irmdlction of CNIC erc. - The Nil."ah

trg,ffi rnrfi ."iemiue &c iorrputgizcd Nationd Iitentity Card, Pasdporl ot any other

doJument to prove the age of bottr the parties to he 
-maIriage 

to enflre that none. is

bclow eig}teen yean of aie . Attested copies of such documents shall be attached with

the Nikah Narna."

4, Amenduent of eectios 4 0f the Act xlx of 1929.- ln_the satd Act, in seotion 4,

(0Intheheadingthefigure.twent,vone,'shallbesubstitutedwittrlhefigure
"eighteen"; and

(ii)the-phrase"simplqinprisotrmentxLichmayeRtendtooDemoBth,orwithfire
whrch may exte;d to one tlr'usand rupees, or with bofi" shatl be substiruted w:th

A



6ra ptuase 'tigorous imprisonment which may extend to three yearsbut shall not be

less thar two y98rs and a fine which may extend to turo huudred thourand rupecs

but shall not be less than one hur&ed thousand rupecs"'

5.Ameudmentofscclion5oftheAct!(D(ofl99'-Int}esaidAct'insecuon5'the-' 
p-tt*":ti^pfe imprisonmont wLich may Gxqld.lo one rnoa&' or with fme which may

ln"oaro *c U,oui*O *pr"r, o, *ittr Uo& , shall be rubstitutcd with he phra.se 'tigorous

ffiil#rleT,ilffi;il.;A; to u* vtt" but shal nat be tegs than two vers and a

ftne may cxtend to t$'o h;;; iiou*Ili *pot but shlll nol be less than one hundred

thousand ruPee*"'

6. Amendsrent of re6oo 6 of the Act Xlf, af 1929-.." iil-; f" ,riO n.r, i, .otion O' in subscctron (l)' the pkase "simple imprisonment

which cT.tfdd o o,a ;;;,;;tth firc vhiibmay &btrd to otre tholward rupe es' '
oi*iu mtr," sr,orr o",rurituted with ,,rigorous imprisonment whioh may extend

io ttr". yr"o but shalt {0{ be less thar rwo years &nd a finc rnay €xtend to rwo

hun&ed trousand *pt"t iu'sholl not bc less than one hundred thousand rupees";

ald

(ir) The Proviso shall be omitted'

?. Substltutlon of scction E of the Act XIX of 1929'- in the saia Ac! for section 8' the

totlowing shat! be substituted; namely;-

"8. Jut{sdicdon undcr this Act'-' (l ) A Family Court shall bc deemed to be as i'hc

J;iliil.;ir*i" orirr. n.*1 
"t"" 'ndtt 

tt't Co-de of Criminal.Procedurc' I 898 (V ot

iiiejJ"i,;[ire 
"ognizance 

and trial oranv olT€nce undcr this Act'

r'l r A Fsgrrrh, Cdsl shall, rqra* '"kiry wgrhg$*t of dl* *!tE u4dlf &if, &ct' rie'sifu dlg

LllJr,l,in," in,J. *.riiri r=.1i^g "t,i-.t 
rie mau sr*l be br'ug,r by the coun u: thc

;;;;?il- ;il;i anJ s"ss i Jns luage concemed ror appropn aLe direcrioos'"

8. Substitution of sectiou I of tbe Act XD( oI 19tr9'- In tbc said Act' lor soction 9' the

followhg shalt be subsnrutcd, namely,-

"9. Mode of trklng *pioot"- The Coun or he police' as the case may be' may

take cognizance ofany offence under this"Act:

(a) ugo-n receiving a complaint of [rc6 *hch clogiarc rush uff*nco;

El il;; ;"din writins of such frcls rusde bv.my.poliec olficcr;

i.i ,it" i.rti-"tion rer*i-vtd sra my perlo& iid*t' e* e 3oti*e ofEce r; or

(ri) upon his or,vrr klowlodgc 0r riEptcrorl
'-' -[l.t suct of"nc t*il".n ooui.ttr.d or about to bc commiued which he may trY.

Providcd that the police, uporl taling cognizance of the offence under this Act'

,hdt *:;:;;;ti*';;-J;;' f'o'"ioui'rmder-sectiori 154 of rhe code and

,oU*li , ,tpott, immed,aiety U'rt not laier thur wenty foru hours' to the family court"

Provided further that such cognizanco shall in no case be takeE aftcr the expiry

ofone year ftom th. a't orr *f i*' if'e offsnce is allegcd to have beqn comsritted '"

I



'9. Inlcrtion ln sectlon t? of the Act XIX of 1929'- In the said Aot' in zubsection (2) of
--r."tionl2,affetfultstop,theiollowiEgprovisoshallbeinsertednamely;'

(')

(iq

(iii)

"Provided that the court may dispcnso *ith notice for reasom to be rccorded in case

of r:rgency or if decmod necessary,"

In subsection 5, for the phrase "imprisonment of either descnption for a term whicl:

rrruv iiti.i ," ,rrtte monrhs, or with fine which may extend to one thous&d rup€es

oiiuiil torrt' shall be substituted by the pkase "rigorous imprisonmetrt which ma)

;;;J ;;,il y"ars but shall ooi b. tu*' than two yean and a fine which ma1'

*it"oO to rwo hrrndred thousald rupees bul shall not bc less than one hun&ed

thousand rupees"; and

The proviso shall be r:mined-

STATEMENTS OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

l.TheConstitutiolordailsthat'rThestateshal!protectthemarriage,ttretamit-V,!3- 
,"*r". *A:fft ohild" and that "Thglc shall bc no discrimination on the basis of sex"

Further, that the Stote mey make "speciat provisions for.the Protictro[ o[w.o19n 1A
childreo,.. Fu.the.*qre, hivin' rati l.lcd the uN hlrrnan righs conventions, including the

f "nr."i". "i,Le 
nighe of ihlta, Pskislan is committed to enforce its provisions'

2. The lslamic iniunchons also provide for safeguardrng the righrs and interesrs of wonten
-' 

.rd ;a,iiG", prorecting thi instirution of uarriage and makrng free conscnt" a

condition-prccedent for thc validity of manlage'

3. Ifi iim with the ConstituiioD, tlle superior coutts have 
-cous 

istenliy held the vi-Y'l.l'] 'j- 
is tt c pnme dury of the Stale to protscl lhe chrldren from abuso ard exploltanon' arro

n[rlrei directed itre Goycmsrttt to curb the evil practice of ehild marriages ia vogue a

society, The fedemt Shariai Court held that enactr ent tike settirg minimum age i:r

-"Jiit it-rra ugainst qu.a, .,a Sunnah; ra:her it is i,o consonance wid: injunctio'rs

of Islam

4. Notwithsanding *re lcgal and judicial prot€ction, child marriage is one of the most

pi.;*itu a.r"fo"p*.ut tin[*g; in p"rtitun 
'oAuv, 

with approximalely 10 percent of

;i;1, l;"rh; couirrv marri.a o-tras child brides. The rario is higher i.e., 17% in nnal

ieas as comparedio 21% in tbe urban belt'

5. Ths BiU aims to enforce the consritutional righrs and to provide protection to children- 
fiom sexurl abuse ald exptoitation oa the pretext ofmaniage'

sd/_

MS. SEHAR MMRAN
Member, National Asserhbly
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