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A
BILL

further to amend the Capital Development Authority Ordinance, 1960

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Capital Development Authority
Ordinance, 1960 (Ordinance No. XXIII of 1960) for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:

1. Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act may be called the Capital
Development Authority (Amendment) Bitt , 2026.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Insertion of section 21A, Ordinance No. XXIII of 1960.- In the Capital
Development Authority Ordinance, 1960 (Ordinance No. XXIII of 1960), after section 21,
the following new section shall be inserted, namely:

“21A. Accessibility standards for persons with disabilities.— (1) The Authority
shall enforce mandatory accessibility standards, inter alia, to secure barrier-free
access for persons with disabilities to all buildings, facilities, services and
infrastructure situated within the jurisdiction of the Authority.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of sub-section (1), the accessibility standards
so prescribed shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to—

(a) all public buildings, premises and facilities;
(b) private buildings and facilities open to, or used by, the public;
() workplaces, educational institutions, healthcare establishments

and recreational spaces; and
(d) such other buildings or facilities as the Authority may, by
notification in the official Gazette, specify.

(3) The regulations made under this section shall be framed so as to—

(a) ensure equal access to opportunities, services and facilities for
persons with disabilities;
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(b) remove, reduce or prevent physical, sensory, cognitive and
mobility-related barriers;

(c) promote the independent, safe and dignified use of buildings
and facilities by persons with disabilities; and
(d) facilitate inclusive and universal design enabling the full,
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effective and meaningful participation of persons with

disabilities in social, economic and public life.

(4) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law, no building plan
shall be sanctioned nor shall any completion, occupation or fitness certificate be -
issued, ex facie or otherwise, unless the Authority is satisfied that such building or
facility conforms to the accessibility standards prescribed under this section.

(5) The Authority shall take all such measures as may be necessary Of
expedient for the implementation, supervision and enforcement of the accessibility
standards, including, inter alia, inspections, issuance of directions, imposition of
penalties and requirement of remedial or corrective measures, as may be prescribed
by regulations.

(6) The provisions of this section shall be in addition to, and not in derogation

of, any other law for the time being in force relating to the protection, rights and
welfare of persons with disabilities.”.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Article 9 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan guarantees the right
to life, Article 14 ensures the dignity of man, and Article 25 mandates equality before law
and equal protection of law. The effective realization of these constitutional guarantees
requires the removal of physical, sensory, cognitive and mobility- -related barriers that
restrict access of persons with disabilities to buildings, facilities and services.

2. The rapid development of infrastructure within the jurisdiction of the Capital
Development Authority (CDA) has necessitated the formulation of a comprehensive legal
framework to ensure that such development remains inclusive and accessible to all
segments of society, particularly persons with disabilities. Despite existing legal
protections, physical, sensory, cognitive and mobility-related barriers continue to restrict
the full and effective participation of persons with disabilities in public life. The absence
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- of uniform and enforceable accessibility standards in buildings and facilities has resulted
in unequal access to opportunities, services and essential amenities.

3. The Bill seeks to address these deficiencies by mandating the inclusion of
accessibility standards in regulations governing the planning, construction and use of
buildings and facilities within the jurisdiction of the CDA. The proposed measures aim to
promote barrier-free access, independent mobility and dignified use of infrastructure by
persons with disabilities in workplaces, educational institutions, healthcare facilities and

other public spaces.

4, The Bill has been designed to achieve the aforementioned objectives.

SD/-
SHAZIA MARRI
Member, National Assembly
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