ﬁ-.S INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
A

BILL

to provide for the modernization of freight and passenger rail services to and from the
ports, enhancement of trade connectivity and to ensure safety and efficiency in railway

operations.

WHEREAS, the dry ports and sea ports are the primary economic hub of any

country;

AND WHEREAS, efficient rail connectivity between the sea ports of Pakistan and

upcountry destinations is essential for reducing road congestion, lowering freight

costs and improving national competitiveness;

AND WHEREAS it is expedient to modernize the relevant railway infrastructure and

operations to meet international standards of safety, reliability and efficiency;

It is hereby enacted as follows: -

()
3)

Short title, extent and commencement. — (1) This Bill may be called the
Railway Connectivity and Modernisation Bill, 2025.

It extends to the whole of Pakistan.
It shall come into force at once.

Definitions.— In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or
context,

(a) "Authority" means Pakistan Railways;

(b) "Dedicated Freight Corridor” means a railway track or section
designated primarily for the movement of freight trains;

() “Dry Port" means an inland customs clearance terminal directly connected
by rail to a seaport;

(d) "Modernization" includes, but is not limited to, electrification, digital
signalling upgrades, station redevelopment, and the introduction of modern

rolling stock;



(e) "Prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act;

(f) "Passenger Seivice Standards" means the benchmarks for comfort,
punctuality, safety, and amenities as may be prescribed.

3. Development of Dedicated Freight Corridors.— (1) The Authority shall,
within a period not exceeding five years from the commencement of this
Act, develop or cause to be developed Dedicated Freight Corridors linking
Karachi Port and Port Qasim to major inland dry ports as may be prescribed.

(2)  To the extent operationally feasible, the Authority shall ensure priority
passage for freight trains carrying time-sensitive cargo on the Dedicated
Freight Corridors.

4. Modernization of Passenger Services.—(1) The Authority shall, according to
a phased plan to be approved by the Federal Government, modernize
passenger rail services connecting Karachi to major cities including Lahore,
Islamabad, Quetta, and Peshawar.

(2)  The modernization under sub-section (1) shall include, as a minimum,

(@) the introduction and maintenance of air-conditioned coaches
with ergonomic seating;

(b) the provision of Wi-Fi connectivity on designated trains;
(c) the availability of onboard catering services; and

(d) the provision of accessible facilities for persons with disabilities,
conforming to applicable provincial and federal laws.

S Modernization of Stations and Yards.— (1) The Authority shall prioritize the
redevelopment of key stations and yards, including but not limited to Karachi
Cantonment, Karachi City Station, and Pipri Freight Yard, which shall include,

(a) installation of modern cargo handling equipment;

(b) implementation of automated booking and real-time cargo
tracking systems; and

(0  enhancement of passenger facilities including waiting lounges
and amenities.
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(2) The Pipri Freight Yard shall be expanded and upgraded to
accommodate increased freight capacity and operational efficiency.

Upgradation of Safety and Signalling Systems.—(1) The Authority
shall, within three years of the commencement of this Act, prepare and
implement a plan for the installation of modern signalling systems, such as
Automatic Train Control (ATC) or Positive Train Control (PTC), on all railway
lines connecting to Karachi.

(2) The Authority shall according to a prescribed  priority
schedule, upgrade all level crossings on the aforementioned lines to
automated barrier systems equipped with warning lights and audible alarms.

Adoption of Environmental Standards. — (1) In procuring new rolling stock,
the Authority shall give preference to electric or hybrid locomotives where
technically and economically feasible.

(2) All new locomotives procured after the commencement of this Act shall
comply with emission standards not less stringent than Euro-V or equivalent
standards as prescribed by the Federal Government.

Human Resource Development. — (1) The Authority shall establish a
dedicated Railway Training Academy in Karachi for advanced technical training

of its staff.

(2)  The Authority shall develop and implement mandatory specialized
training programs in freight management, modern signalling technology, and
safety protocols for the relevant staff.

Funding.-The implementation of this Act shall be financed from;

(a) allocations under the Federal Public Sector Development Programme
(PSDP);

(b)  investments generated through public-private partnerships; and
(© loans or grants from international development finance institutions.

Annual Performance Report to Parliament. — (1) The Authority shall, within
three months of the close of each financial year, prepare and submit to the
Federal Government a comprehensive Annual Performance Report on the

progress of implementation of this Act.
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(2) The Federal Government shall, within a further thirty days, lay the
report before in the National Assembly and the Senate.

Power to make rules. — (1) The Federal Government may, by notification in
the official Gazette, make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such rules may
prescribe matters required by this Act to be nmscnbed.

Overriding effect. —The provisions of this Act shall have overriding effect
notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the time being in
force.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The existing railway infrastructure serving Pakistan's primary economic hubs, is
inadequate to meet modern trade and passenger demands. This results in significant
road congestion, high freight costs, and reduced export competitiveness. The Railway
Connectivity and Modernisation Bill, 2025, is designed to address these challenges by
providing a statutory framework for the comprehensive modernization of railway
services. The key objectives of the Bill are:

1

To mandate the development of Dedicated Freight Corridors for efficient port
connectivity.

To require the upgradation of passenger services to improve comfort,
reliability, and accessibility.

To enforce the modernization of safety and signalling systems to international
standards.

To promote environmental sustainability through the adoption of cleaner
technologies.

To build institutional capacity through specialized training.

sSD/-
MS. SHAHIDA REHMANI
Member, National Assembly
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