[As "INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
A
BILL
further to amend the National Database and Registration Authority Ordinance,2000

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the National Database and Registration
Authority Ordinance, 2000 (VIII of 2000), for the purpose hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows: -

1. Short title and commencement: - (1) This Act may be called the National Database and
Registration Authority (Amendment) Bill, 2025.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of Section 10, Ordinance VIII of 2000.- In the National Database and
Registration Authority Ordinance, 2000 (VI of 2000), in section 10, after sub-section (2). the
following new sub-sections (3) and (4) shall be added, namely: -

“(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Ordinance or the rules made thereunder, the
Authority shall not refuse to renew the National Identity Card of any citizen of Pakistan who has
previously been issued a valid National Identity Card and has attained the age of sixty years, merely
on the ground that such person is unable to produce documentary proof of residence in Pakistan prior
to the year 1978 or documentary proof of parental citizenship.

Provided that the applicant furnishes an affidavit affirming uninterrupted residence in Pakistan
together with certification from two adult Pakistani citizens, of sound mind and good repute, each

holding a valid National Identity Cards, attesting to the applicant’s identity and residence; and such
evidence and certification shall be deemed sufficient proof of citizenship unless credible documentary

evidence to the contrary is produced.
(4) The Authority shall prescribe form of the affidavit and eligibility criteria of witnesses for the
purposes of this sub-section.”

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The purpose of this Bill is to address a longstanding grievance faced by elderly Pakistani
citizens who, despite having been issued valid National Identity Cards in the past, are denied renewal
due to their inability to furnish proof of residence before 1978 or parental citizenship documents.

Such documentary requirements are, in many genuine cases, impossible to meet due to loss of
records, displacement, migration, or administrative limitations of earlier decades. The present law and
rules do not provide an alternative verification mechanism, thereby causing undue hardship, social
exclusion, and violation of fundamental rights.

This amendment creates a statutory exception for senior citizens (60 years and above) by
allowing them to renew their NICs on the basis of a sworn affidavit and witness certification, unless
there is credible contrary evidence. It balances the need for identity verification with compassion and
fairness, and aligns NADRA’s procedures with constitutional guarantees of equality, dignity, and
freedom of movement.

SD/-
DR. SHARMILA FARUQUI
MEMBER, NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
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