NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON LAW AND JUSTICE ON THE
CONSTITUTIONAL (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2024

[, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Law and Justice, have the honour to

present this report on the Bill further to amend The Constitution of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan [The Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 2024] (Private Member’s Bill) (Article 175A
and 215) referred to the Committee on 9" July, 2024,

2. The Committee comprises the following: -

1. Ch. Mahmood Bashir Virk Chairman
2. Rana Muhammad Qasim Noon Member

3. Ms. Zahra Wadood Fatemt Member

4. Ms. Kiran Haider Member

5. Syed Ali Qasim Gillani Member

6. Dr. Nafisa Shah Member

7.  Syed Abrar Ali Shah Member

8. Syed Naveed Qamar Member

9.  Syed Hafeezuddin Member
10. Mr. Hassaan Sabir Member
11. Mr. Sohail Sultan Member
12.  Mr. Gohar Ali Khan Member
13. Mr. Ali Muhammad Khan Member
14. Mr. Umair Khan Niazi Member
15. Mr. Changaze Ahmad Khan Member
16. Sardar Muhammad Latif Khan Khosa Member
17. Ms. Aliya Kamran Member
18. Minister for Law and Justice. Ex-officio Member

3. The Committee considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly, placed
at Annex-A, in its meetings held on the 27t September, 12t November, 21% November

2024, 9* January, and 26" May 2025. The Committee recommended that the Bill may
not be passed by the Assembly. '

Sd/- Sd/-
TAHIR HUSSAIN (Ch. Mahmood Bashir Virk)
Secretary General Chairman
Islamabad, the 18" June 2025




Annex-A

[ AS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE ]

A
BILL

further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

WHEREAS, it is expedient further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan for the purposes hereinafter appearing;-

1t is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Shert title and commencement.{1) This Act shall be called the Constitution
{Amendment) Bill, 2024.

(2}  Itshall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of Article 175A of the Constitution.- In the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan, hereinafier referred to as the Constitution in Article 1735A, for clause (8) to

{17), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

“(8) For appointment of Judges of the High Couris and Federal Shariat Court, the
Commission shall conduct competitive examination.

(9) For the purpose of clause (8), the Commission shall make rules.

(10) The Commission shall recommend the names of persons who qualifies the
examination to the President for their appointment as Judge of the Righ Court or

Shariat Court, as the case may be.”.

3. Amendment of Article 215 of the Constitution.— In the Constilution, in Article 215,

(a) in clause (1), for the expression “The Commission and a member”, the words “A
member” shall be substituted

(b)  after clause (1) as amended aforesaid, the following new clause (1A) and (1B) shall be
inserted, namely:-

“(1A) The Commission shall, subject to this Article, hold office for a term of one
year from the day he enters upon his office .

(1B) On completion of the one-year term of the Commissioner under clause (1A), '
a member of the Election Commission from each province in alphabetic order
shall be appointed as Chief Election Commissioner.”.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND RFEASONS

The Bill seeks to amend the Constitution to provide for appointment of Judges of the
High Courts on merit on the basis of competitive examination so as to promote meritocracy in
the country and to curb favoritism in the appointment of judges of the High Courts in the
country. Moreaver, it is proposed that the term of the Chief Election Commissioner shall be one
year. On completion of the one-year term of the Chief Election Commissioner, the member of
the Election Commission from each province in alphabetic order shall be appointed as Chief

Election Commissioner.

The Bill seeks to achieve the above objectives.

5d/-
: MR. ASAD QAISER,
MR. M. SANA ULLAH KHAN MASTIKHEL,
SHAHZADA MUHAMMAD GUSHTASAP KHAN
Members of National Assembly
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