[ }&6 INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
A
BILL

further to amend the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 (XLV of 1860) and the Code of
Criminal Procedure, 1898 (V of 1898)

WHEREAS, it is expedient further to amend the Pakistan Penal Code
1860(XLV of 1860) and the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (V of 1898) for the
purposes hereinafter appearing:-

It is hereby enacted as follows:

1. Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act may be called the Criminal
Law (Amendment) Bill, 2025.

(2) It shall come into force at once.
2 Insertion of new section 498D, Act XLV of 1860.- In the Pakistan Penal
Code (XLV of 1860), after section 498C, the following new section 498D, shall be
added, namely:-

“498D._ Prohibition of Unlawful Eviction of Women.- (1) A husband or any
member of the family, willfully evicts or attempts to evict the wife from their shared
residence without lawful authority or just cause shall be deemed to have committed

an offence under this section.
(2) Whoever contravenes with sub-section (1), shall be punished with

imprisonment of either description, which may extend to six months but shall not be
less than three months and shall be liable to fine of two hundred thousand rupees or

both.”

3 Amendment of Schedule II, Act V of 1898.- In the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1898 (V of 1898), in schedule II, after entry 498C, a following new entry
498D in column (1) and the corresponding entries relating thereto in column (2) to

(8) shall be added, namely:-
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The proposed amendment to the Pakistan Penal Code and the Code of
Criminal Procedure, which aims to prohibit husbands from unlawfully evicting
their wives, is crucial for several reasons. Firstly, it fills an important gap in the
legal protection of women at home. Many women in Pakistan face the risk of
being forcefully removed from their homes due to imbalances in power and
traditional beliefs that often support male dominance. This law would
empower women by affirming their right to feel safe and secure in their own
homes. By giving them legal options, it encourages women to stand up against
domestic abuse without the fear of being displaced, creating an environment

where they can live with dignity and equality.

Additionally, this amendment is a significant step towards changing
societal attitudes by challenging traditional gender roles and holding
husbands accountable for their actions. By making it a crime to unlawfully
evict a wife, the law sends a clear message that such behavior is unacceptable
and will have consequences. This could raise awareness about women's rights
within families and communities, encouraging important conversations and
promoting empowerment. The potential legal penalties for offenders will also
act as a deterrent, helping to create a safer space for women and fostering a

culture of respect and equality in relationships.

Sd/-
MS. SHARMILA SAHIBA FARUQUI HASHAAM
Member, National Assembly
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