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A
Bill

Sfurther to amend the Public Interest Disclosures Act, 2017

WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the Public Interest Disclosures Act, 2017
(XXXVI of 2017), for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

' & Short title and commencement. _ (1) This Bill may be called the
Public Interest Disclosures (Amendment) Bill, 2025.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2 Amendment in the Act XXXVI of 2017.- In the Public Interest Disclosures Act,
2017, hereinafter referred to this Act, for the words “Competent Authority” wherever
occurring in the Act, the expression “Commission” shall be substituted;

3. Amendment of section 2 of the Act XXXVI of 2017.- In this Act, in section 2,

(a) for paragraph (a), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

“(a) Commission™ means the Inquiry Commission established under section

6A;”
(b) for paragraph (c), the following shall be substituted, namely:-
“(c) disclosure” means any matter which affect the public, including;

(i) corruption, dishonesty, or maladministration;

(i1) a breach of law, rule or regulations;

(iii) a danger to public health, safety or the environment;

(iv) a significant waste of public funds or resources; and

(v) aserious breach of human rights or fundamental freedoms;

(vi) willful misuse of power or willful misuse of discretion by virtue of which
substantial loss is caused to the Government or substantial wrongful gain
accrues to the public servant to third party; and

(vii) commission of or an attempt to commit an offence of corruption or corrupt
practices as defined in the National Accountability Bureau Ordinance, 1999
(XVIII of 1999) or any other law relating to corruption ahd includes the
offense committed through electronic mail or device;” ;

4. Amendment of section 6 of the Act XXXVI of 2017._ In this Act, after section
6, a following new section “(6A)”, shall be inserted, namely:-



“(6A) Inquiry Commission._ (1) The Government shall establish an Inquiry
Commission, by notification in official gazette, to oversee and conduct inquiries into
matters relating to public interest disclosures under this Act.

(2) The Commission shall consist of at least five members, shall be appointed by the
Government.

(3) No person shall be recommended for appointment as a Member of Commission,
unless that person is known for his integrity, expertise, eminence and experience for not
less than ten years in relevant field including industry, commerce, economics, finance,
law, accountancy, public administration or service of Pakistan:

Provided that government may prescribe qualifications, experience, terms and
conditions of appointment and mode of appointing Chairperson, in such manner as it may
prescribe.”;

5 Amendment of Section 14 of Act XXXVI of 2017._ In this Act, in section 14, in
sub-section (2), for the expression, “next higher authority or an authority as may be
prescribed for the purposes of this section”, the expression “President.”, shall be
substituted.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The proposed amendments aim to establish a dedicated Independent Commission
to effectively address and investigate complaints or information provided by
whistleblowers. This Commission would serve as a vital mechanism to encourage
transparency and accountability, ensuring that whistleblowers are protected and their
concerns are taken seriously. Additionally, the amendments aim to address
inconsistencies in existing laws that currently grant inquiry powers to the same authority
being complained about. This overlap can impede the effectiveness of misconduct
investigations, and the proposed changes seek to rectify this issue. By creating clear
guidelines and robust frameworks for inquiry, these changes intend to foster a more
trustworthy and responsive legal environment, ultimately promoting ethical practices
within organizations and institutions.

SD/-
MS. SHARMILA SAHIBA FARUQUI HASHAAM
Member, National Assembly
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