
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

R.EPORT OF TIIE STANDING CO E ON INTERIOR A}{D NARCOTICS
CONTROL ON TTIE CRIMINAL LAW(AMENDMENN BILL.2024 (ORDINA]TEE NO.

I, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Interior and Narcotics Control, have the honour
to present this report on the Bill firther to amend the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 (Act XLV of
1860), the Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill, 2024 [Ordinance No. VI of 2023] (Govemment Bill)
referred to the Committee on 156 March, 2024.

2 The Committee comprises the following:

l. Raja Khurram Shahzad Nawaz
2. Mr. Anjum Aqeel Khan
3. Chaudhary Naseer Ahmed Abbas
4. Syeda Noshee.n Iftikhar
5. Malik Shakir Bashir Awan
6. Syed Rafiullah
7. Ch. Muhammad Shahbaz Babar
8. Haji Jamal Shah Kakar
9. Sardar Nabeel Ahmed Gabol
10. Mr. Abdul Qadir Patel
1 l. Khawaja Izhar Ul Hassan
12. Nawabzada Mir Jamal Khan Raisani
13. Mr. Muhammad Ijaz -Ul- Haq
14. Mr. Mohammad Jamal Ahsan Khan
15. Mr. Nisar Ahmed
16. Mr. Hussain Ellahi
17. Sahibzada Muhammad Hamid Raza
18. Mr. Muhammad Arshad Sahi
19. Mr. Jamshaid Ahmed
20. Ms. Zartaj Gul
21. Syed Mohsin Raza Naqvi
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3. The Committee considered the Bill, as introduced in the National Assembly, placed at
'Annexure-'A', in its meetings held on 22-7 -2024, 13-8-2024, 03-10-2024, 1l-11-2024,23-4-2025
aad 26-5-2025, and recommended by majority vote that the Bill as introduced and placed at

'Annexure-'B' may not be passed by the National Assembly.

Secretarv General
Islamabad, thl 2dh June, 2025
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Annexure-A

lPublishd in tho Gazcttc ofPatistm, Extraordlnary, Pad-t, dtted tho 136 Decanber,2023]

ORDINANCE Nor,VI OFi 2023

Al.i

, ORDINANCE,

lurrier ro:oaeid thg PaListan'pinal. eodel E60

WI@JAS .it is expediart fufha' to ocad certain provistonri :of Ac
PaLisl-r PcDsl Codr, l8@ (XL-v of 1860), in tbc pripncr and 6t rtc p.urpo

AID trrIBB s flic SeirdE rad Nerio:t AgE Obly qrc no( iB iHsion Ed
the Prtsidcnt of 6c Islrqric Republic of Pdristqr .b rtisfr€d tht circlltrshc's
c*ists wtich rotrtf il neccsary-to tatc nccosary. actirlii . .

NoY TrtER.EonE, in exercisc of the powcr8 ccnfcrrcd by clarsc (l) of
Artble t9 of rhe Cmrtitrtion of the Irhaic Rcpoblic oi Pa&istu, th€ Pr6id.dr
of lhc Islanic Republic of Palist n is phasd to rl4ko and pomulgfc 6o
following Ninarcc::- . r.

1. Sbort dd; rr-d,.coudelcc6ent{t) lhf AiUnrarcc' rhsll. bc
oall€d&ECriEln ll^c{(ila6forcd}Ordin4nce,2023- :

(2) F shCl comc into ftcc€ ea oso..

. 2, Ar.rdncrit h ffin 162Oc Ac-a No. )tr V of f$O.-{l) h6c
Paki$e PGotl Cod€, lt60 Q(LV of 1850), for siotim {620, the followitg chal

o42O. C-agnirlce.{l) Ihe offenc€s :prnishabb: un&i this
Chapcr sh6ll bc coglizrblc howcwr thc policc +all oot tskg
cogpizancc of an ofidroc mder fris Cba4tcr exccpt wtcre
inforncim of in .Offcaco urdcr tti! Chspu i! p,rcvidcd,to tb
polfuE h writas by a dqly autbsizcrl ofiecr (nrit bclow Gmdc tA
of 6o Gor@l or by a pcnrn rfuly sul1rizad.rby a Giif
Brocutive OfEccr of a gowcc disttihrioa company rs &e ,rrc my
bc.".

-/



STATEIIE.I{T OF O&TESIE AITD RTAAO.rS

Power Sector is bcset with challenges of high losses and under

rccoveries. one of the prjmarl, reasons of losscs is rampant theft. Primarily, this

Phenomenon is resr:It of wcak legd and enforcement structure '

2. In the Criminal Procedure Code, offcnces are either cognizable by

policc, which mcarls aE€st can be made by police pithout warrant, or the Court

decidcs whether or not to alloqr the potice to investigate and arrest' This

arnendment was madc through Criminal Law (Amendment) Ordinancl, 20 13 and

then promulgated in 2014 as scction 4620.

3. Although, through an amendment to tlre Schedule of Criminal

Procedure Code, the offences rel,ating to electricit5r were madc cognizable by the

police but Scction 4620 has madc them cognizable by the Court alone, Since the

raain Act prevails ovcr thc schcdules, thc Courts had held that direct FIRs to the

Police by the DISCpa (i.e. without lirst a complaint to thc Court which is the

Session Cou.rt in this case) wcre void, and arrests made by the Police were

unlawful, Result ntly there ie practically no conviction is cases related with theft

of electricity.

4. Power Division is of the view that an amendment in Section 4620 of.

thc Palcistan Penal Code (PPC) is required to be aade by which cogrr.izance of tJre

ofrence (electricity theftl may be taken by police once information of euch offencc

is providcd to the police in srriting by a duly authorized olfrcer of the Govemment
or by an oficer of an equivalent grade of a Distribution Licensc.

Ulnlrtcnln-Cheryc



Annexure-B

[AS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEEI

A

Biil

further to amend the Pakistan Penal Codel860

Where as it is expedient further to amend certain provisions
of the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 (XLV of 1860), in the manner and
for the purpose hereinafter appearing;

l. Short title and commencement.-(l) This Bill shall be called the

Criminal Law (Amend ment) Bill, 2024.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment in section 4620, Act No. XLY of 1860.-(1) In the

Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 (XLV of 1860), for section 4620, the
following shall be substituted, namely;-

"4620. Cognizance.-(l) The offences punishable under this
Chapter shall be cognizable however the police shall not take

cognizance of an offence under this Chapter except where

information of an offence under this Chapter is provided to

the police in writing by a duly authorized officer (not below

Grade 17) of the Government or by a person duly authorized

by a Chief Executive Officer of a power distribution company

as the case may be."
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3lr^1d!nr or oBrlsrB AID nEra9I]B

Fowtr Sector is bcsbt rith chaIcnga of higb losscs eDd tm&r

rccorgfo:r. ODc of thc primary reaons ofloacct i8 ranPant tlrcft. Prlmarlty, thte

Phcrrmeom ir rcsult of reak legal and anfqccqrcot dnrcturc.

2. In tto Criminal Ihocdure c&, offcoccc arc'citrcr coFhI[G by

poEcq v,hitrh mG.rls arrE31can bc Dedc hypoltcfilfroutwart:ent' or thc Court

dccidcs tebclhcr or not b slloy the polie b inyEstigae asd errcd- Ttrb

.r'rcn tnrotsarmadc tbrough Crimlnal Lar{eqcodmcotl Otrdoance, 20f3 and

3. Altbougb" ttrurgh aD ancadocot to thc Scbcdulc d Crioinal
Procoduc Codc, thc ofieos rclatlng to dcctricityutec-pdc oogniatle tythc
poffce but Soctlm 46[X) has madc them ognfoat{c by tt c Corrt alme, $troc thc
nlin l6t pgralb oytr &c rchcdulcs, the Corrtr hld hcld that diioct FIRI to 6c
h[cc by thc DISCps (t.c. wttbotrt frrst a cmehirlt to thc Couil vtictr is thc
€ccdm Cqrrt in -'le cn=l *rrc vdd, and arrcstB ",e.le bI ttc hlbc rcre
udilftt Reailtanrtly acri ia praaticatty no cmvtrc&n ir cas rdebd xi& thdt
of c&ctrlcity.

4 hwr Diridon iE of tI* vicr tbat an amdrcot in Soction 46rLO d
ttc Fetigtaa Fcoel codc (Pne t rcquirea to be nade by yhft:h cognizancc of tbc
oeocc (eloctr&d'Bthcq nryuulcn typotroe ooccinfuoaffm of luch &occ
islrwidcd to the polbc in Eridng by e duly authoriud odEccr of rhe gocrnocot

-rbyan ofrmo(an cquiralcot gradc of a Disilribtrfim ticcnrc.

nOrca..ln'CUr1r


