NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR ON THE PAKISTAN
CITIZENSHIP (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2024
I, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Interior, have the honor to present this report on the Bill

further to amend the Pakistan Citizenship Act,1951(Act Il of 1951) [The Pakistan Citizenship (Amendment)
Bill, 2024] (Government Bill), referred to the Committee on 10% July, 2024,

2. The Committee comprises the following:
1) Raja Khurram Shahzad Nawaz Chairman
2) Mr. Tariq Fazal Chaudhary Member
3) Mr. Muhammad Hanif Abbasi Member
4) Chaudhary Naseer Ahmed Abbas Member
5) Malik Shakir Bashir Awan Member
6) Syeda Nosheen Iftikhar Member
7) Syed Rafiullah Member
8) Sardar Nabeel Ahmed Gabol Member
9) Mr. Abdul Qadir Patel Member
10) Mr. Hussain Ellahi Member
11) Khawaja Izhar Ul Hassan Member
12) Mr. Muhammad Ijaz Ul Haq Member
13) Ms. Zartaj Gul Member
14) Mr. Mohammad Jamal Ahsan Khan Member
15) Mr. Nisar Ahmed Member
16) Sahibzada Muhammad Hamid Raza Member
17) Mr. Muhammad Arshad Sahi Member
18) Mr. Jamshaid Ahmed Member
19) Nawabzada Mir Jamal Khan Raisani Member
20) Syed Mohsin Raza Naqvi Ex-officio Member

Minister for Interior
3; The Committee considered the Bill, as introduced in the National Assembly, placed at Annex-A, in
its meetings held on 22-07-2024, 13-08-2024, 03-10-2024, 11-11-2024 and recommended that the Bill, as
introduced, may be passed by the Assembly.

-Sd- -Sd-
(TAHIR HUSSAIN) (RAJA KHURRAM SHAHZAD NAWAZ)
Secretary Chairman

Islamabad the 16™ January, 2025 Standing Committee on Interior




[AS REPOPRTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE] Annexure-A

’

A
BILL
Jurther to amend the Pakistan Citizenship Act, 1951
Whereas it is expedient further to amend tho Pakistan Citizenship Act, 1951 (Act
11 of 1951), for the purposes hereinafter sppearing;
It Is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. &nﬂﬁﬂeﬂw&—(!}mmmﬂhﬁmw
Pakistan Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 20287
(2} It shall come into force at once,

2. Omission of section 4, Act Il of 1951. _ In the Pakistan Citizenship
Act, 1951 (Act Il of 1951), section 4-shal be omitted.

It is submitted that the Cabinet in its meeting on 08.09.2017, under Case No.
419/19/2017-C decided, inter-alis as under:- _
c. All Ministries and Divisions should in consultation with Law & Justice
Division, make amendments in the respective Acts/ Rules and repiace the
words Federal Government with appropriate suthority (les)”
% it is submitted that the Section 4 is based on “jus soli* principle also known as -
“right of the soil”, which determines citizenship based on place of birth. According, o this
principle, an indivicual is considered a citizen of'a country if he is born within the ferritorial
jurisdiction of that country, regardless of the citizenship of his parents. This is in-contrast to the
“fus sanguinis” principle, which determines citizenship based on the citizenship of ons’s parents.
Section 4 of PCA is, in reslity, a word-to-word reprodustion of Section 4 of old British
Nationslity Act, 1948, which stated that every citizen born in Britain becomes a British Citizen.
3, Many countries including Britain and India have amended their Nationality Acts
and no more follow the “jus soli” principle. As per current British, Nationality Act, a person in
" the United Kingdors, shall be a British Citizen if at the time of birth either of his parents is a
British citizen; or is settled in the United Kingdom,



4 It is important to highlight here that based on Seotion 4, Courts in dozens of cascs,
have dirccted Ministry of Interior/ Government of Pakistan to consider grant of Nationality (o the
Children of Afghan Nationals born in Pakistan. Every year thousands of children are bom o
Afghan Refugecs in Pakisten, Moreover, grant of Netionality under Section 4 tends to create an
incentive for the Afghan Nationals to enter into Pakistan through legal and illegal means. Over-
population is already a major challenge for Pakistan, The matter is just not limited to children
born to Afghen parents but also to other foreign nationals.

5. Grant of Pekistani Nationality by descent is slready vovered under Seetion 5 of
Pakistan Citizenship Act, 1951 which states that a person bom after commencement of Act ibid,
shaﬂbeacihmoanhmnbydcsm:fhhmmtmacihmofmnrheﬁmofhs
birth.” .
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