NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON LAW AND JUSTICE ON THE CIVIL
COURTS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2024

I, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Law and Justice, have the honour to

present this report on the Bill further to amend the Civil Courts Ordinance, 1962(W.P
Ordinance Il of 1962) [The Civil Courts (Amendment) Bill, 2024] (Government Bill)
referred to the Committee on 15 March, 2024,

2 The Committee comprises the following:-

1.  Ch. Mahmood Bashir Virk Chairman

2. Rana Muhammad Qasim Noon Member

3. Mr. Muhammad Mueen Wattoo Member

4.  Mr. Muhammad Raza Hayat Harraj Member

5. Ms. Wajiha Qamar Member

6. Mes. Zahra Wadood Fatemi Member

7. Syed Ali Qasim Gillani Member

8. Syed Naveed Qamar Member

9.  Dr. Nafisa Shah Member

10. ' Syed Abrar Ali Shah Member

1. Syed Hafeezuddin Member

12. Mr. Gohar Ali Khan Member

13. Sardar Muhammad Latif Khan Khosa Member

14.  Mr. Ali Muhammad Khan Member

15.  Mr. Umair Khan Niazi Member

16.  Mr. Changaze Ahmad Khan Member

17.  Mr. Mumtaz Mustafa Member

18. Minister for Law and Justice Ex-officio Member

3. The Committee considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly placed

at Annex-A, in its meeting held on 23 July 2024 and recommends that the Bill as
introduced may be passed by the National Assembly.

Sd/- sd/-

TAHIR HUSSAIN (Ch. Mahmood Bashir Virk)
Secretary Chairman

Islamabad, the 31 July.2024







ANNEX-“A”
AS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE

A
BILL
Further to amend the Civil Courts Ordinance, 1962

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend in its application to the
Islamabad Capital Territory the Civil Courts Ordinance, 1962, (W.P Ordinance II
of 1962), in the manner and for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title and commencement.— (1) This Act shall be called the
Civil Courts (Amendment) Act, 2024.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment in section 18, W.P. Ordinance II of 1962.— In the
Civil Courts Ordinance, 1962 (W.P. Ordinance II of 1962}, in section 18, for sub-
section(1), the following shall be substituted, namely:—

“(1) Save as aforesaid, an appeal from a decree or order of a Civil

Judge shall lie to the District Judge.”.



' STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The prices of the properties are ostensibly high in Islamabad Capital
Territory, and valuation of most of the Regular First Appeals, against orders / decrees of
Civil Court, is more than twenty five hundred thousand rupees due to which pendency

on appellate side of the Islamabad High Court has increased manifold.

2 Under clause (a) of sub-section (1) of section 18 of the West Pakistan Civil
Courts Ordinance, 1962, the Islamabad High Court has pecuniary, appellate jurisdiction
exceeding twenty five hundred thousand rupees (2.5 million rupees). By virtue of the
Punjab Civil Courts (Amendment) Act, 2016 (XXXVIII of 2016), the Lahore High Court
has already enhanced its appellate, pecuniary jurisdiction from 2, 500, 000/ - (2.5
million rupees) to 50 million rupces. [lowever, pecuniary, appellate jurisdiction of
Islamabad High Court remaincd the same ie. 2.5 million rupees. In order to decrease
burden of litigation on appellate side of Islamabad High Court, there is need to make
District Cﬁurt the forum to entertain appeals arising out from decree or order of Civil

Judge.

3. ~ The Bill is designed to achieve the caid object.
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