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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT
Islamabad, the lod Juue, 2024

Frrsuant to rule 235 (4) of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct <rI Business in the National Assembly,
- .07, the following reports of the Standing Committee, presented m the National Assembly on loth June,
2024, is published lor informatron:

I, Chairman of the standing committee on lnformation and Broadcasting have the

honor to present this report on the Bill further to amend the Pakistan Broadcasting

Corporation Act, 1973 (XXXll of 1973) F-he Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation

(Amendment) Bill, 2023], (Ordinance No. ll of 2023) referred to the committee on l5th

March,2024.

2. The Committee comprises the following: -

(l). Syed Naveed Qamar
(2). Mr. Bilal Azhar KiYani
(3). Syed Amin-ul-Haq
4). Mr. Noor Alam Khan

5). Mr. Cohar Ali Khan
6). Mr. Muhammad Awn Saqlain

7). Mr. Hussain Ellahi

3. The Committee considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly placed

at Annexure-A, in its meeting held on 06-06-2024 and proPosed the fOllowing

amendments, therein: -

Clause-2

Existingclause2,shallbeomittedandthefollowingnewclause2,shallbe
inrerted, namely: -

-2. Amendment of rection 2, Act XXXII of 1973. - ln the Pakistan Broadcasting

corporation Act, 1973 (No. XXXII of 1973), hereinafter referred as the said Act' in

section 2,-
(a)afterclause(c)'thefollowingnewclauseshallbeinserted,namely:-

..(ca) ,.diviiion concerned" means the division to which business of
the Corporation stands allocated;"

(b) after clause (0, the following new clauses shall be added' namely: -

..(fa)..secretary''shallhavethesamemeaninga'aJsignedthereto

in the Rules of Business, 1973;

'SOE Act- means the State-Owned Enterprises (Governance

and Operaticns) Act, 2023 (Vll of 2023); and".''
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2 ebq'rel

For clause 3 the following shall be substltufed' namely: -

'3. Amendment of sectlon 4, Act XXXII of 1973' - ln the said Act' in section

4, for sub-section (1), the follow'rng shall bc substituted' namely:-

'(1) The general directi'Jn and the administration of the

Corporation shall vest in a Boarci consisting of -

A person to be 3ppointec bY the Federal Government Chairman

from amongst the indepeilCent members

2 Secretary of the dlvisicn concerned or in his absence

his nominee not below lhe rank of an officer in BPS-

20 or equivalent

3 Additiorrai Fcreign Secrerary or in his .absence his

nominee nol belo'r.' rit' ,-ai'k or an officer in BP5-20 or

uivalent
Additional Secretaly Finairce or in his absence his

nominee not leiovrr ttre rank of an officer in BP5-20 or

uivalenl
5 Director General, lnte''Services Public

an officer in BP5-20 or e uivalent
Managing Director, Pakistan Television
or in his absence his nominee not below

by the Federal Gove:rrrri;ent including not less than

one from each provir:ce' isianrabad Capital Territory'

Corporation
the rank of

an officer in BP5-2O or tuivalent

Director General Member-
cum-

.fecreta

A representative of rhe interior Division not below the Member

rank of an officer in BP5-2O or uivalent
Nine eminent independent members to be appointed Member".

StatusMembersh ip5

No.
I

,V[ember

Member

Member

Member6
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c'il it-Baltistan ancl Azaci .iamniu and Kashrnir

1

.Member

4.

or in his absence his;roniinee not below the rank of
Relations (l5PR)



lnsertlon of new clause 4

After clause 3, the following new clause 4 shall be inserted and the existing clause

-l shall be renumbered as clause 5, namely: -

"4. Amendment of section 6. Act XXXII of 1973, - ln the said Act, for section

6, the following shall be substituted, namely:-

-6. Removal of independent members.. The Federal
Covernment may, by notification in the official Gazette, remove an
independent member in accordance with the provisions of the SOE Act.""'

Clause4

ln clause 4, renumbered as clause-5, the proposed sub-section (2) shall be

substituted with the following, namely: -

" (2) Not less than fifty percent of total membership of the Board
including not less than four independent and one ex-officio members shall

constitute quorum for a meeting of the Board"'

5 Clause-5

For clause 5, renumbered as clause 6, the following shall be substituted, namely:-

'6. Amendment of section 8, Act XXXII of 1973. - ln the said Act, in section

8, for sub-section (1), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

"(1) There shall be a Director General of the Corporation who
shall be its chief executive officer to be appointed by the Board in such

manner and on such terms and conditions as may be prescribed by the

Board.".

lnsertlon of nar.r clauses and omistion of existi clause 6

After clause 5, renumbered as clause-6, following new clause 7 and 8 shall be

inserted and the existing clause 5 shall be omitted: -

'7. Amendment of tectlon 14. Act XXXII of 1973. - In the said Act, in section
.l4, for the words "Federal Government", occurring twice, the word "Board" shall

be substituted.

4.

6

8.
16,-

Amendment of section 16, Act XXXII of 1973. - In the said Act, in section

(a) for sub-section (l), the followinS shall be substituted, namely:-

" 0) The accounts of the CorPoration shall be maintained

and audited in accordance with the provisions of Articles 169 and

I70 of the Constitution of the lslamic Republic of Pakistan.":

3
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(b) in sub-section (3), for the tr.roi ds "Federal Government", the wordt
"secretary finance division through the secretary of the division
concerned" shall be tubitittrteCr and

(c) in sub-section (4), for the words "Federal 6overnment", the words
"secretary finance division through the secretary of the division
concerned" shall be substituted."

4. The Committee recommended that the Bill, as amended by the Standing
Committee placed at Annexure'B, may be passed by the National-Assembly.

sd/- sd/-

( TAH|R HUSSATN )
Secretary 6eneral

lslamabad, the 7'h June. 2024

(STED NAVEED QAMAR)
Chairman

Standing Committee on lnformation &
Broadcasting
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lAs TNTRODUCED rN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLYI

ORDINANCENo. UOF2023

AN

ORDTNANCE

furttar lo @riend the Polist@, Brc&astint Corporation Act, 1973

WHEREAS,. it is expedient further to amend .the Pakistaa Broadcasting

Corporation Act, 1973 (EOilI of 1973);

AI,ID wHEREAs, the Natioud Assenrhly staods dissoli,cd and the Scnate

is not irr session and the President of the Islamic Republic,of Pakista4 is setisfrbd

thEt ckcumstaroes exist which render it necessary to tako immedirie actiqt;

Now,
Articlo 89 of
of thc Islrrmi
following Ordinance: -:

l. Short dtle ead commcnccncrt'{l) This Ordimnc€ S'Il bG

called the Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation (Amendmerit) Ordinance, 2023'

. (2) It shall come into force at once'

2. bscrtion of scction 3A, Act )OO(II of I97J'-In the Pakistan

Broadcasting corporation Act 1973 ()OO{II of 1973), hereinaher cellod as the

said Act, affir secton 3, the following ncw section shall be inserted, namely:-

"3A. Appticetion of Act VII of 204i.{l) The provisions of the

Sate-owned Enterprises (Govemance and Operations) Aci, 2A23

(V[ of 2023) shaltappty to the Pakistan Broadcasting Corporrion
wtich shalt be dcqred to be a state'owned Enterprisc for the

purposcs of thc said Act.

(2) Where any inconsistency arises in a provision of thc said Act
and a provisio;l of this Act for the purpose of gove'rna4ce of the

"otporation 
as a state'owned enterprise, the povisions of tho said

Act shall Prevail.".

3. Subltitution of rection 4, Act )Off,II of 1973'-In tlre said Act;

for section 4, the following shall be substituted namely:-

"4. Boord.{l) The gcneral direction and the adminisratio of the

Corporation shall vest in a Board consisting of-

I

a
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SNO. Mem Strtus

I 3

Chairman

Additional
Additional Finance

Director General, Inter-Sert'ices Public Relations

Member
Member4

5 Managing Direcor, Pakistan Television

c
Member

5 Director General Mehber-cum-
Secre

7 'of tlre Interior DiA ve l,,lSrCll Member

E. Nine emfurcnt Persons, as Independent Directors,

to be appointed by the Federal Govemment,
one from each provinoe,irrcluding at Ieast

Member

s.F;. i- Memberrhip Status

Islamabad Capital Territory, Gilgit-Baltistan and

Azad Jarnmu and l(ashmir

(2) The members, other than er-officip,rnembers, shalt.hold office for a

term of, thr€e years and shalt be eligible fdr reiapprirrqenl but in no case for

more than' two Csnsecutive terms and they may, by writing under their hand

addr€ssd .to thc Federal Qovernmeit by giving,a'notice of rpf'lqss lhan one

mmdr, resigrr their offrces:

Provided that th.e resignatign shall' not {akc effcct {gtil it has b€en

acceFed by thc Federal Govemment .'.,,.'

. (3) In particutAr rind withqut p*cjudior: to the.,geacrality of the

provisions of sub-scotion (l), the Bord shell havo'futtipowers with rogard to--

(a) thc preparation of the annual ievfiU;.budget of.tffi Corprqrarion and

approval of the budga and expendliue noliircfu@,in its anaual

budget for capital and dovclopuent qfpendiqre; .:, ,

(b) ttF formulation and implementation of all pogrqris and policies;

and

6

(2\

I Secretary ofthe division to which business of the

Corooration stands dlocsted
., Member

3.

i

I

I

I

i
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(c) thc making. of plans for infrasfustral and technological
. development within the couotry and for promotion of the

Corporation's interqsb abirr€d.".



' 4. A.nendment of section 7' Act ,(X)OI of 1973.--In{re said AcL in

section 7; for sub-settion 2, the following shall be sribstituted' tame$:- :

(2) The quorum for a Desting of the Board shall be ooe'third of its
total memhership".

5. Subctitution of sectkru 8, Act )C(!fI[ of 1973'-In the said Act'

for section I, the following shall bc substiurted' namely:

't. Director Generol.{l) There Sall be a Director ' GoneCal of the

Corporation to be appointed by the Federal Governmcnt on

recommerdation of the Board in.such mannet and on such terms and

conditions as may be presclibed.

(a) be rcsponsible for thi maflag€mont of the Corporation anil for its
proced-ures in fmancial and othgr matters under delegaion froin (he

Board and subject to the oversigtrt and directions ofitlre Board; '

(b)- . ensure . Se proper . implerr-entation of shtegies and Polioies
,r" aPpfovqd bY the Board: and

obligations.".

; 6. trnsertion of new section 22 A, Act XIOilI of 1973'-In the said

Act, for section 22, the followirrg shall be inserted. nambly:-

. '22A. Removal of difficulti6.-:If any diffrgulty arises in giving effect
to any of thd provisions- of this Ordinance, the .Federal Goverftn€nt may make

such order, not inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance, ss may app€ar

to be necessary for the purpose of rernoving the difficulty.".

v

(2)' The Dircctor Gencral shall bc the chief exccutivi ofticcr of the '

iirporation and--
I

I



' STATEMEMOFOBTECTSANDEpASOI!'S

Recently,uoderIMFSll3turalbeilcl[nEkandpcrfomencecriteria,Stac-owned
Enterprises (Govereancc and Opemtions) Aa\ 2023 (SOE Act' 2V23) has come into force to

improvc the goVernarrcC and operations of State-owned cnter?rises inctuding Pakistan8roedcastilg

Coryoralion (PBC).

2. In order to fultrll the conditions of IMF, thcrc was a necd to briqg'PBc Act' 1973 in

conforniry widr the provisions of soE A(/',2023. Thercfore, oy provision in the PBC Act, uthich

is in con0ict with any provision of SOE Act, sirall bc ovenidden by the relevant provision of ttre

SOE AcL

3. As the SOE Act requircs that the indepcudeat Directors/ privafc ruembers should be

gredsf in number than thc ex-officio merlb€rs h tbc BoEd of a state-owaed enl€rPris€' thc

L*rihr,ioo of the PBC Board has becn chaaged by iacrtasiog the tndepcnd€nt Dk€ctod privale

members ftom four (O+) to uhe (09), Oving them majority over ex-officio membcrs

'(Attrulhh T.mr)
Minisar for lnformation & Broadc+stin8.

4. Previously, only four Independent Dircctord priYate Ee[rb€'s, re'presenting each

povincc, wcre iocludcd io tlc Boerd. By increasing tbe irumber of Indepen&nt Dircctorv priva:e

memtQl3, rues€atation tus beon givco to Islafliabad Capital Tenitory, 
'CilSit-gAtistan 

and Azad

'Jasmu and KssbEir bcsidcs fout provinccs'

5. Tbe role of the PBc Boad has bccn made decisive in thr appointuent of Director

Gcneral, PBC. The Federat GovernEent shall appoint Dircctor oeneral'on the recommendation of

iheBoord. r

rt-/4A

I



Annex-B

[AS RIPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE]

A

BILL

.further to amend the Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation Act, 197j

WHEREAS it is expedient {hrther to amend the Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation Act,
1973 (XXXII of 1973) in the manner and lor the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows: '
1. Short title and commencement. - (1) This Act shall be called the Pakistan

Broadcasting Corporation (Amendment) AcI, 2024.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of section 2, Act XXX of 1973. - ln the Pakistan Broadcasting
Corporation Act, 1973 (No. XXXII of 1973), hereinafter referred as the said Act, in section 2,-

(r) after clause (c), the follou'ing new clause shall be inserted, namely:-

"(ca) "division concerned" means the division to which business of
the Corporation stands allocated;" :

(b) after clause (f), the following new clause shall be added, namely: -

"(fa) "secretary" shall have the same meaning as assiSned thereto
in the Rules of Business, 1973;

(fb) "SOE Act" means the State-Owned Enterprises (6overnance
and Operations) Act,2023 (Vll of 2023); and".

3. Amendment of section 4, Act XXXII of 1973, - In the said Act' in section
4, for sub-section (1), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

"(1) The general direction and the administration of the
Corporation ,hall vest in a Board consisting of -

s

No.
Membership Status

(1) (2) (3)

1 A person to be appointed by the Federal 6overnment
from amongst the independent members

Chairman

Secretary of the division concerned or in his absence
his nominee not below the rank of an officer in BPS-

20 or equivalent

Member

3 Additional Foreign Secretary or in his absence his

nominee not below the rank of an officer in BP5-20 or
uivalent

Additional Secretary Finance or in his absence his

nominee not below the rank of an officer in BP5-20 or
equivalent

Member

9

2.

Member

4.



Member5 Director General, lnter'Services Public Relations

or in his absence his nominee not below the rank of
(rsPR)

an officer in BP5-20 or uivaient
MemberManaging Director, Pakistan Television CorPoration

or in his absence his nominee not below the rank of
an officer in BP5-20 or e uivalent

Secreta

Member-
cdm-

7

8 A representative of the lnterior Division not below t
rank of an officer in BP5-20 or e

Director 6eneral

he

uivalent
Mernbers",9 Nine eminent independent members to be appointed

by the Federal Covernment including not less than

one from each province, tslamabad Capital Territory,
t-Baltistan and Azad Jammu and Kashmircil

Me,mber

4. Amendment of rection 6, Act XXXII of 1973. --ln the said Act, for section

6, the following shall be substituted, namely:
*6' Removal of independent membert'- The Federal

Government may, by notification in the official Gazette' remove an

independent member in accordance with the provisions of the 5OE Act'"'

5. Amendment of section 7, Act XXXII of 1973. - ln the said Act, in section

7, for sub-section (2), the following shall be substituted, namely: -"(2) Not less than fifty percent of total membership of the Board

including not less than four independent and one ex oflicio members shall

constitute quorum for a meeting of the Board.".

6. Amendment of section 8, Act XXXII of 1973. - ln the said Act, in section

8, for sub-section (l), the following shall be substituted' namely:-

"(1) There shall be a Director General of the Corporation who
shall be its chief executive officer to be appointed by the Board in such

manner and on such terms and conditions as may be prescribed by the

Board.".

7. Amendment of section 14, Act xxxll of 1973. - ln the said Act, in 
'ection

14, for the words "Federal Government", occurring twice, the word "Board" shall be

substituted.

8. Amendment of sectlon 16, Act XXXII of 1973. - ln the said Act, in section

16,-

for sub-section (1), the following shall be tubttituted, namely:-

"(l) The accounts of the Corporation shall be maintained

and audited in accordance with the Provisions of Articles 169 and

I 70 of the Constitution of the lslarnic Republic of Pakistan.";

(a)

6.

to



in iub-section (3), for the words "Federal Government", the words

"secretary finance division through the secretary of the division

concerned" shall be substituted; and

sd/-
(MINISTER IN<HARGE)

(c) in sub-section (4), for the words "Federal Government", the words
"secretary finance division through the secretary of the division

concerned" shall be substituted'

5TATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REA'ONS

Recently, under IMF structural benchmark and performance

criteria, State-owned Enterprises (Governance and Operation, Act, 2O23 (SOE Act'

2023) has come into force to improve the governance and operations of state-owned

enterprises including Pakistan -Broadcasting Corporation (PBC)

ln ordei to fulfill the conditions of lMF, there was a need to bring 'PBC Act'

1973 in conformity with the provisions of soE Act, 2023. Therefore, any provision in

the PBC Act, which is in conflict with any provision of SOE Act, shall be overridden by

the relevant provision of the SOE Act
2. As the soE Act requires that the independent Directors/ private members should

be greater in number ttran the ex-officio members in the Board of a State-owned

enterprise, the constitution of the PBC Board has been changed by increasing the

independent Directors/ private members from four (o4) to nine (o9), giving them

majority over ex-officio members '
3. Previously, only four Independent Directors/ private members, representing each

province, were included in the Board' By increasing the number of lndependent

birectors/ private members, reprerentation has been given to Islamabad Capital

Territory, Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Jammu and Kashmir besides four provinces.

+. The role of the PBC Board has- been made decisive in the appointment of

Director 6eneral. PBC. The Federal Covernment shall apPoint Director 6eneral'on the

recommendation of the Board.

l1

(b)
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