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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT
Islamabad, the 10t June, 2024
Pursuant to rule 235 (4) of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the NationualeAssembly

- .07, the following reports of the Standing Committee, presented 1n i
_ : : the N 5
2024, is published for information: < i Shipogs sl n et

I, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Information and Broadcasting have the
honor to present this report on the Bill further to amend the Pakistan Broadcasting
Corporation Act, 1973 (XXXl of 1973) [The Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 2023], (Ordinance No. It of 2023) referred to the Cornmittee on 15"
March, 2024.

2. The Committee comprises the following: -
(1). Syed Naveed Qamar Chairman
(2).  Mr. Bilal Azhar Kiyani Member
(3). Syed Amin-ul-Haq Member
4). Mr. Noor Alam Khan Member
5}. Mr. Gohar Ali Khan Member
6). Mr. Muhammad Awn Saglain Member
7). Mr. Hussain Ellahi Member
3. The Committee considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly placed

at Annexure-A, in its meeting held on 06-06-2024 and proposed the following

armendments, therein: -

1. Clause-2

Existing clause 2, shall be omitted and the following new clause 2, shall be
inserted, namely: -

“9  Amendment of section 2, Act XXXl of 1973. — In the Pakistan Broadcasting
Corporation Act, 1973 (No. XXXIi of 1973), hereinafter referred as the said Act, in
section 2,—
(a) after clause (c). the following new clause shall be inserted, namely:—
“{ca) “division concerned” means the division to which business of
the Corporation stands allocated;”
(b) after clause (f), the following new clauses shall be added, namely: -

“(fa) “secretary” shall have the same meaning as assigned thereto

in the Rules of Business, 1973;

(fb) “SOE Act” means the State-Owned Enterprises (Governance
and Operations) Act, 2023 (VII of 2023); and™.”



Clause-3

For clause 3 the following shall ze substituted, namely: -

«3.  Amendment of section 4, Act XXXIi of 1973. — In the said Act, in section
4, for sub-section (1), the following shall be substituted, namely:—

“(1) The general direction and the administration of the
Corporation shall vest in a Board consisting of —

S, | sl Mzmbérship . Status
| No. | o e - ) R
() . () | ) S
. [A person to be appo'ﬂte by the Federal Government T Chairman

from amongst the independent members i

2. Secretary of the division concerned or in his absence | Member
his nominee not belcw the rank of an officer in BPS- |
20 or equivalent :

3. | Additional a-&'éi'gn SEC"“”’ni‘y‘ or in his -absence his | Member |
: nominee not below the rark of an officer in BPS-20 or _
| equivalent . ! 1) e

4. | Additional Secretary Fina: nce or in his absence his | Member
nominee not helow ihe rank of an officer in BPS-20 or
i equivalent RN SN <= =55~ =
B Director Genera!, interServices Public Relations (ISPR) | Member
' or in his absence his nominee not below the rank of |
| an officer in BPS-20 or equivalent I
6. | Managing Director, Pakistan Television Corporatlon| ‘Member
. | or in his absence his nominee not below the rank of
| | an officer in BPS-20 or equivalent

7 Dlrector General R " Member- |

' cum- |

L gty | Secretary |
| 8. A representat:ve of the interior Division not below the | Member

[ = | rank of an officer in BP$-20 or equivalent
L9, T Nine eminent mdprpndeqt members to be appomted " Members”.
| by the Federal Government including not less than
| one from each province, lsiamabad Capital Territory,
| Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad jammu and Kashmir
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3. Insertion of new clause 4

After clause 3, the following new clause 4 shall be inserted and the existing clause
4 shall be renumbered as clause 5, namely: -

“4. Amendment of section 6, Act XXXIl of 1973, — In the said Act, for section
6, the following shall be substituted, namely:-

“6. Removal of independent members.- The Federal
Government may, by notification in the official Gazette, remove an
independent member in accordance with the provisions of the SOE Act.”.”

4, Clause-4

In clause 4, renumbered as clause-5, the proposed sub-section (2) shall be
substituted with the following, namely: -

“(2) Not less than fifty percent of total membership of the Board
including not less than four independent and one ex-officio members shall
constitute quorum for a meeting of the Board.”

5. Clause-5
For clause 5, renumbered as clause 6, the following shall be substituted, namely:-

“6. Amendment of section 8, Act XXXIl of 1973. — In the said Act, in section
8, for sub-section (1), the following shall be substituted, namely:—

“(1) There shall be a Director General of the Corporation who
shall be its chief executive officer to be appointed by the Board in such
manner and on such terms and conditions as may be prescribed by the
Board.”.

6. Insertion of new clauses and omission of existing clause 6

After clause 5, renumbered as clause-6, following new clause 7 and 8 shall be
inserted and the existing clause 6 shall be omitted: -

“7. Amendment of section 14, Act XXXIl of 1973. — In the said Act, in section
14, for the words “Federal Government”, occurring twice, the word “Board” shall

be substituted.

8. Amendment of section 16, Act XXXII of 1973. - In the said Act, in section
16,—

(a) for sub-section (1), the following shall be substituted, namely:—

“(1) The accounts of the Corporation shall be maintained
and audited in accordance with the provisions of Articles 169 and
170 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.”;



{b) in sub-section {3), for the words “Federal Government”, the words
“secretary finance division through the secretary of the division
concerned” shall be substituted: and

(c) in sub-section (4), for the words “Federal Government”, the words
“secretary finance division through the secretary of the division
concerned” shall be substituted.”

4. The Committee recommended that the Bill, as amended by the Standing
Committee placed at Annexure-B, may be passed by the National. Assembly.

sd/- §d/-
( TAHIR HUSSAIN ) (SYED NAVEED QAMAR)
Secretary General Chairman
Islamabad, the 7" June, 2024 Standing Committee on Information &

Broadcasting



ANNER —Be

[AS INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]

ORDINANCE NO. I1 OF 2023
AN
ORDINANCE
further to amend the Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation Act, 197;;’

WHEREAS, it is expedient further to amend the Pakistan Broadcasting
Corporation Act, 1973 (XXXII of 1973);

AND WHEREAS, the Natioial Assembly stands dissolved and the Senate
is not iu session and the President of the Isiamic Republic of Pakistan s satisfied
that circumstances exist which render it necessary to take immediate action;

Now, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferrediby clause (1) of.
Article 89 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the President
of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan is pleased to make and promulgate the
following Ordinance: — !

1.- Short title and commencement—(1) This Ordinance shall. be
called the Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation (Amendment) Ordinance, 2023.

.(2) Itshall come into force at once.

2. Imsertion of section 3A, Act XXXII of 1973.—In the Pakistan

Broadcasting Corporation Act, 1973 (XXXII of 1973), hereinafter called as the
said-Act, after section 3, the following new section shall be inserted, namely—

“3A. Application of Act VII of 2023—(1) The provisions of the !
State-owned Enterprises (Governance and Operations) Act, 2023 :
(VI of 2023) shall apply to the Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation .
which shall be deemed to be a state-owned Enterprise for the !
purposes of the said Act. |

(2) Where any inconsistency arises in a provision of the said Act |
and a provision of this Act for the purpose of govemance of the |
corporation as a state-owned enterprise, the provisions of the said |
Act shall prevail.”. i

3. Substitution of section 4, Act XXXII of 1973.—In the said Act,
for section 4, the following shall be substituted, namely:—

“4, Board—(l) The gencral direction and the administration of the
Corporation shall vest in a Board consisting of —



(&

L

S.Ne. Membership o Status |
{1} 1| (2) e
1. | Secretary of the division to which business of the Chairman
Corporation stands allocated
2. | Additional Foreign Secretary e Member
3. | Additional Secretary Finance Member
4. | Director General, Inter-Services Public Relations Member |
(ISPR) A |
5. |Managing Director, Pakistan Television Member
Corporation
6. | Director General Member-cum-
! e Secretary
7. | A representative ‘of the Interior Divisicn - Member
8. | Nine eminent persons, as Independent Directors, Member
to be appointed by the Federal Government,
including at least ome from each provmce! i
S.No. | " Membership _ Status
. [Islamabad Capital Territory, Gligleajt;stan and
e { Azad Jammu and Kashmir

provnsmns of sub-section (1), the Board shall hava full powers with regard to—

(2) The members, other than ex-officipmembers, shall.hold off' ice fora
term of three years and shall be eligible for re-appemunem byt in no case for
more than two tonsecutive térms and they may, by writing under their hand
addressed to the Federal Govemmcnt by gmng & natice of nat- less than one
month, resign their offices:

‘Provided that the resignation shall not {ake. eﬁ'ect mml it has been
accepted by the Federal Government. g

3) In partlcular and -without . pnejudm to the .genenality of the

(a) . the preparation of the annval revemye budget of the Corporation and
approval of the budget and expenditire not. mcluded; in its annual

budget for capital and development e.xpendnmre,

(b) the formulation and unplementauon of all programs and pOlICleS

and

(c) the making of plans for infrastructural and technological

- development within the country and for promotion of the

Corporation's interests abroad.”.




. 4. Amendment of section 7, Act XXXII of 1973 —In'the said Act, in
section 7; for sub-settion 2, the following shall be substituted, pamely.— -

(2) The quorum for a mecting of the Board shall be one-third of its
total membership”. -

: s. Substitution of section 8, Act XXXII of 1973.—In the said Act,
for section 8, the following shall be substituted, namely: :

“g, Director General—(1) There shall be a Director. General of the
Corporation. to be appomtcd ‘by the Federal Government on
recommendation of the Board in.such manner and on such terms and

conditions as may be prescribed.

(2)- The Dircctor General shall be the chief executive off' icer of the' 5
Corpomtmn and— - = e

(a) be responsnble for the management of the Corporation and for its
procedures in financial and other matters under delegation from the
Board and subject to the oversight and directions of-the Board;

(b)- . ensure - the proper  impiementation of strategles ard policies
- - approved by the Board: and :

(c) put in place appropriate armrangements to ensure that funds and
resources are properly safeguarded and- are used economically,
efficiently and effectively and in accordance with-the state-owned

enterprise business plan, the primary ubjecuve and all statutory
obligations.”.

+ 6.  Insertion of new section 22 A Act XXXII of 1973.—In the said
Act, for section 22, the fotlowing shall be inserted. namcly —

- “22A. Removal of difficulties.—If any diﬁ'iculfcy arises in giving effect
to any of the provisions of this Ordinance, the Federal Government may make
such order, not inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance, as may appear
to be necessary for the purpose of removing the difficulty.”.



ST F

Recently, under IMF structural benchmark and performance criteria, State-owned
Enterprises (Governance and Operations) Act, 2023 (SOE Act, 2023) has come into force to
improve the governance and operations of State-owned enterprises including Pekistan -Broadcasting

Corporation (PBC).

2 In order to fulfill the conditions of IMF, there was a need to bring PBC Act, 1973 in
conformity with the provisions of SOE Act, 2023. Therefore, any provision in the PBC Act, which
is in conflict with any provision of SOE Act, shall be overridden by the relevant provision of the
SOE Act. ‘

3. As the SOE Act requires that the independent Directors/ private members should be
greater in number than the ex-officio members in the Board of a State-owned enterprise, the
constitution of the PBC Board has been changed by increasing the independent Directors/ private
members from four (04) to pine (09), giving them majority over ex-officio members

4, Previously, only four Independent Directors/ private members, representing each
province, were included in the Board. By increasing the number of Independent Directors/ private
members, representation has been given 10 Islamabad Capital Territory, Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad
‘Jamsnu and Kashmir besides four provinces.

5. The role of the PBC Board has been made decisive in the appointment of Director
General, PBC. The Federal Government shall appoint Director Generat' on the recommendation of

. ‘(Attaullah Tarar)
Minister for Information & Broadcasting



Annex-B
[AS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE]
A
BILL
Jurther to amend the Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation Act, 1973

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation Act,
1973 (XXXII of 1973) in the manner and for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows: -

1. Short title and commencement. — (1) This Act shall be called the Pakistan
Broadcasting Corporation (Amendment) Act, 2024.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2 Amendment of section 2, Act XXXII of 1973. — In the Pakistan Broadcasting
Corporation Act, 1973 (No. XXXII of 1973), hereinafter referred as the said Act, in section 2,—

(a) after clause (¢), the following new clause shall be inserted, namely:—

“(ca) “division concerned” means the division to which business of
the Corporation stands allocated;™ :

(b) after clause (f), the following new clause shall be added, namely: -

“(fa) “secretary” shall have the same meaning as assigned thereto
in the Rules of Business, 1973;
{fb) “SOE Act” means the State-Owned Enterprises (Governance

and Operations) Act, 2023 (VI of 2023}; and”.

3. Amendment of section 4, Act XXXIl of 1973. — In the said Act, in section
4, for sub-section (1), the following shall be substituted, namely:—

“(1) The general direction and the administration of the
Corporation shall vest in a Board consisting of -

oS Membership Status |
! No. | e - ' ) _|
HOH (2) )

1. | A person to be appointed by the Federal Government | Chairman

| from amongst the independent members

20 Secretary of the division concerned or in his absence | Member

his nominee not below the rank of an officer in BPS-

' 20 or equivalent

3. | Additional Foreign Secretary or in his absence his | Member

| nominee not below the rank of an officer in BPS-20 or |

| | equivalent N

4. | Additional Secretary Finance or in his absence his | Member
‘ nominee not below the rank of an officer in BP$-20 or
| equivalent Kt o). |




5. | Director General, Inter-Services Public Relations (i§PR) | Member
or in his absence his nominee not below the rank of|
| an officer in BPS-20 or equivalent

6. | Managing “Director, Pakistan Television Corporation . Member
or in his absence his nominee not below the rank of |

L= Lian iofficer igsBRS20 or equivalent ) | . s wu glieese oo
7. | Director General | Member- |
. | am- |
e i S N LT | | Secretary
8. |A representa’cwe of the Interior Division not below w the | Member

| rank of an officer in BPS$-20 or equivalent
9. | Nine eminent mdependent members to be appomted Merabers”,
by the Federal Government including not less than,
one from each province, lslamabad Capital Territory, |
| Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Jammu and Kashmir |

4. Amendment of section 6, Act XXXIl of 1973. — In the said Act, for section
6, the following shall be substituted, namely:—

“6. Removal of independent members.- The Federal
Government may, by notification in the official Gazette, remove an
independent member in accordance with the provisions of the SOE Act.”.

5. Amendment of section 7, Act XXXIl of 1973. — In the said Act, in section
7, for sub-section (2), the following shall be substituted, namely: —
“(2) Not less than fifty percent of total membership of the Board
including not less than four independent and one ex officio members shall
constitute quorum for a meeting of the Board.”.

6. Amendment of section 8, Act XXXl of 1973. — In the said Act, in section
8, for sub-section (1), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

“(1) There shall be a Director General of the Corporation who
shall be its chief executive officer to be appointed by the Board in such
manner and on such terms and conditions as may be prescribed by the
Board.”.

7t Amendment of section 14, Act XXXII of 1973. — In the said Act, in section
14, for the words “Federal Government”, occurring twice, the word “Board™ shall be
substituted.

8. Amendment of section 16, Act XXX of 1973. - In the said Act, in section
6=

{(a) for sub-section (1), the following shall be substituted, namely:--
“{1)  The accounts of the Corporation shall be maintained

and audited in accordance with the provisions of Articles 169 and
170 of the Constitution of the tslamic Republic of Pakistan.™;

ji@



(b) in sub-section (3). for the words “Federal Government”, the words
“secretary finance division through the secretary of the division
concerned” shall be substituted; and

(c) in sub-section {4), for the words “Federal Government”, the words
“secretary finance division through the secretary of the division
concerned” shall be substituted.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Recently, under [MF structural benchmark and performance
criteria, State-owned Enterprises (Governance and Operations) Act, 2023 (SOE Act,
2023) has come into force to improve the governance and operations of State-owned
enterprises including Pakistan -Broadcasting Corporation (PBC)

In order to fulfill the conditions of IMF, there was a need to bring 'PBC Act,
1973 in conformity with the provisions of SOE Act, 2023. Therefore, any provision in
the PBC Act, which is in conflict with any provision of SOE Act, shall be overridden by
the relevant provision of the SOE Act
2 As the SOE Act requires that the independent Directors/ private members should
be greater in number than the ex-officio members in the Board of a State-owned
enterprise, the constitution of the PBC Board has been changed by increasing the
independent Directors/ private members from four (04) to nine (09), giving them
majority over ex-officio members .
gl Previously, only four Independent Directors/ private members, representing each
province, were included in the Board. By increasing the number of Independent
Directors/ private members, representation has been given to Islamabad Capital
Territory, Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Jammu and Kashmir besides four provinces.

4. The role of the PBC Board has- been made decisive in the appointment of
Director General, PBC. The Federal Government shall appoint Director General' on the
recommendation of the Board.

Sd/-
(MINISTER IN-CHARGE)

N
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