L&S INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
A

Bill

further to amend the Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority Ordinance, 2002

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory
Authority Ordinance, 2002, for the purposes given hereinafter;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title and commencement.- (1) This Bill may be called as.the Pakistan Electronic
Media Regulatory Authority (Amendment) Bill, 2024

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of Section 2, Ordinance XIII of 2002.- In the Pakistan Electronic Media
Regulatory Authority Ordinance, 2002, hereinafter referred to as the said Ordinance, in section 2;

(1)

namely.-

(ii)

After paragraph (), the following new paragraphs (ab) and (ac), shall be inserted,

“(ab) “Against the Culture of Pakistan” means content that undermines the
social, cultural, and ethical values of Pakistan, including content that promotes
un-Islamic lifestyles, obscenity, or disrespect for Pakistan's rich cultural heritage

and traditional values;”

“(ac) “Against the Norms of Islam” means content that promotes or depicts
actions, behaviors, beliefs, or speech that are contrary to the teachings of Islam, as
defined by the Holy Quran and Hadith, or contradicts Islamic principles of

morality, decency, and respect for religion;™

After paragraph “(va)”, the following new paragraph “(vb)” shall be inserted,
namely.-

“(vb) “Uncthical Content” means content that promotes immorality, violence,
vulgarity, or any activity that contradicts accepted societal norms and values, and
disrupts public peace and order;”.

3. Insertion of new section 5A, Ordinance XIII of 2002.- In the said Ordinance, after section 3,
the following new section SA shall be added, namely.-

“5A Power to censor, suspend, or restrict any content.- (1) The Authority shall have
the power to censor, suspend, or restrict any content that it deems unethical, against the



norms of Islam or offensive to the culture of Pakistan. This includes, but is not limited

10.-

(a) Vulgarity and Obscenity: Content that promotes indecent or sexually

explicit material;

(b)  Blasphemy and Religious Insensitivity: Content that insults or
misrepresents religious figures, symbols, or practices, including those of Islam
and other religions in Pakistan;

(c)  Promotion of Un-Islamic Values: Content that promotes lifestyles or
beliefs that are not aligned with Islamic teachings, such as the portrayal of drugs,
alcohol, or immoral behavior; and

(d)  Cultural Harm: Content that promotes or glorifies practices, languages,
or traditions that are contrary to Islamic and cultural heritage of Pakistan, or that
incites division, hatred, or violence based on cultural or religious identity;

(2) For the purpose of sub-section (1), the Authority shall establish a Censorship
Review Board which will be responsible for reviewing flagged content and
recommending actions such as censorship, modification, or removal based on national
cultural, religious, and mcral standards.

3 In determining whether content falls within the scope of this section, the
Authority shall consider,

(a)  the moral and cultural values of Pakistani society,
(b)  Islamic principles of modesty, dignity, and respect for religion; and
()  the content's potential impact on social harmony, public order, and the

protection of the family unit.
(4)  The Board shall be composed of legal experts, religious scholars, and cultural
advisors to ensure that decisions are aligned with national values.”

4. Insertion of new section 29B, Ordinance XIII of 2002.- In the said Ordinance, after
section 29A, the following new saction “29B” shall be added namely:-

«39B. Sanctions for Violating Censorship Guidelines.- (1) Any media organization
found in violation of the censorship provisions under Section 5A, shall face sanctions, including

but not limited to:

(@  Authority may impose any fine based on the severity of the violation and
the reach of the conient;

(b)  in cases of repeated violations or particularly egregious content, the
Authority may suspend or revoke the broadcasting or operating license of
the violator; and



(c)  in cases where specific content is found to be offensive, the Authority may
order the removal or temporary suspension of the offending material.

(2)  The Censorship Review Board shall provide recommendations to the Authority on
the appropriate penalties to be imposed based on the nature of the violation.”

5. Insertion of new section 36A, Ordinance XIII of 2002.- In the said Ordinance, after
section 36, the following new section 36A shall be added, namely:-

«36A. Media Literacy and Public Awareness.- (1) the Authority shall initiate programs
to educate the public, especially youth, on media literacy and the impact of media on social

norms, values, and behavior.

(2) The Authority shall collaborate with educational institutions and civil society
organizations to raise awareness about importance of responsible media consumption, with a
particular focus on Islamic ethics and national culture.”

Statement of Objects and Reasons

This Bill seeks to amend the Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority Ordinance,
2002 to introduce provisions for the censorship of media content that is deemed unethical,
contrary to the norms of Islam, or offensive to the culture of Pakistan. The proposed amendments
will empower PEMRA to enforce content regulations based on Islamic teachings, national
values, and public morality, and provide a framework for dealing with violations through fines,

license suspensions, and other penalties.

The Bill introduces a Censorship Review Board that will review flagged content and
recommend appropriate actions, while ensuring that the review process is transparent and based
on expert opinions. The Bill promotes media literacy and public awareness to ensure that the
public, particularly the youth, are educated about the impact of media content on social norms

and cultural values.

SD/-
MS. ASIYA NAZ TANOLI
Member, National Assembly
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