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to amend the Pakistan Medical and Dental Council Ae1,2022

WHIIR-EAS it is expedicnt to anlend thc Pakistan Mcdical and Dental Courcil Act,
2022 (lY of 2023), in the manner and for thc purposes hercinafler appearing;

It is hercbv ena.ted as lollows

l. Short title atrd corDmedceDenft - (l) This,Act shall be called the Pakistan
Medical and Dcntal Council (Anlendment) 8i11,2024.

(2) It shall come into forcc at once; ard

2. Amendment of sectiod 2r Act IV of2023.- In the Pakistan Medical and Dental
Council Ac! 2022 (L1,1 ot 2023), hcreinafter reforred to as the said Act, in s€ction 2, afier
clause (x), the following new clause (xa) shall be inscrted, namelyi

(va) "registcred mental hcalth practitioner" means a mental health practitioner
whose name is included in thc register ofmenlal health practitioners
under this Act;"

3. INertion of nelv scction 2lA, Acl lV of 2023.- ln the said Act affer section
21, rhe following nerv section 21A shall be inscrted, narnely:-

"214. Recoguition of mental hcalth training institutcs- (l) Thc Federal
Govemment through Mirister-in-charge may grant recognition to any institution in
Itakistan which trains or grants or both lrains and gmnts mental health practitioner
trainings, qualifications and certifications. AII such recognized mental health traidng
inslitutions or quaiifications shall be included in the Schedule, by notification in thc
of6cial Gazette, after approved ofthe Federal Govommenl on the recommendation of
the Ministcr-in-chargc

(2) 'l'he Federal Government may frame rules or regulations to regulate rhe
functioning and operation ofsuch recogrized mental health training institutioN.".

4. Insertion of rew scction 2,1A, Act IV of 2023.- In the said Act, after section
24, the following new section 24A shall bo inserted. namely:-

"244. Power of the Council to certify certain pcrsoDs to be possessed ofsullicient
qualification as a mcDtal heallh practitioner.--{l) Ifthe Council is satisfied that a
person holding a qualification granted by an institution outside Pakistan, is
posscssed of sullcicnt knowledgc and skill to be registered as a mental healrh
practitioncr for tho purpose ofthis Act, it mav rccommend 10 the Federal Govemment
through Minister in-charge to issue a notification in favour ofsuch person to register
him and his qualitication. Upon such nolillc,tlion, the Council shall regisler the
qualification posscssed by the person without it being entered in any ofthe Schedule
ofthis Act.".



5. hsertion of new sc.ction 37A, Act Iv of 202f,- In the soid Ac! ofter section

37, the lollowing ne\r seoion 37A shall he inscrled, namcly:.

"37A" Maintctrancc of regislcr of mcntal health practilioncr. -(l) 'lhc
Council shal, maintain a registcr of mental hcalth practitioners l(,sscssing
qualifications which are recognized nrenul heailh qualilicalions for the pu4)oscs ol
this Act and may prescribe necessary la(iculars to bc entercd in lhe register.

(2) The practitioner shall be deemed to hold valid registmtion and entitled to bc
known a.nd cligible for privileges of a registcrcd mental hcalth practitioners if his
name is retaincd on the register after fulfillment of requircmc[(s of contintlation of
registration as laid down by the Council Iiom time to timc and provided he has paid
the dues ofthc Council.".

s'l A l EMEN r'. Ot- OB,II,CTS ,\ND RE-.\SONS

The Pakistan Medical ard Dental Council Act 2022 only govcms medical and dental
practitioners. In o.der to bring mcntal health practitioneB within the ambit of the Act, the
entire law will have to be tweakcd. I have proposed certain amcndments to the Pakistan
Medical and Dental Cormcil Act, 2022. Howere\ similar amendmonts will have to be madc
tfuough the breadth of the law to govern matters of registratio! and entitlements of mentai
health practitioners.

2. Tho minute details regarding the qualification or'montal hcahh practitioners may be
detailed in rules and regulations (as has beon done llor medical and deotal practitioners).
Please find below a skeletal outline of proposed rvental llealth Practitioners (Adrnissions.
Cu.riculum and Conduct) Policy and Rcgulations 2024.

3. Thc Bill is designed to achieve the said objccts.
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Membcr, National Assembly


