REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON LAW AND JUSTICE ON THE LEGAL

AID AND JUSTICE AUTHORITY (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2024
[, the Chairman of Standing Committee on Law and Justice, have the honour to

present this report on the Bill further to amend the Legal Aid and Justice Authority Act,
2020 [the Legal Aid and Justice Authority (Amendment) Bill, 2024] (Government Bill)
referred to the Committee on 15t March, 2024, "

2. The Committee comprises the following: -
i Ch. Mahmood Bashir Virk Chairman
T Rana Muhammad Qasim Noon Member
3. Mr. Muhammad Mueen Wattoo Member
4. Mr. Muhammad Raza Hayat Harraj Member
5. Ms. Wajtha Qamar Member
6. Ms. Kiran Haider Member
7. Ms. Zahra Wadood Fatemi Member
8. Syed Ali Qasim Giilani Member
Q. Syed Naveed Qamar Member
10.  Dr. Nafisa Shah Member
1. Syed Abrar Ali $hah Member
12. Syed Hafeezuddin Member
13.  Mr. Hassaan Sabir Member
14.  Mr, Gohar Ali Khan Member
15. Sardar Muhammad Latif Khan Khosa Member
16. Mr. Ali Muhammad Khan Member
17. Mr. Umair Khan Niazi Member
18. Mr. Changaze Ahmad Khan Member
19.  Ms. Aliya Kamran Member .
20. Minister for Law and Justice Ex-officio Member

3. The Committee considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly placed
at Annex-A, in its meetings held on 23 July and 27t September 2024, and proposed the

following amendments therein; -
amendments in Clause 3

In clause 3, in proposed sub-section (4); -

i. for the expression, “secretary of the administrative division”, the word,

“authority”, shall be substitu%ed: and
ii. after the words, “Director General”, appearing at the end, the expression, “for a
period not exceeding ninety days™ shall be added.
4. The Committee recommended that the Bill as amended placed at Annex-B, may be

passed by the National Assembly.

Sdy/- Sd/-
TAHIR HUSSAIN (Ch. Mahmood Bashir Virk)
Secretary Chairman

Islamabad. the 17" October 2024
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- [TO BE INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ~SSLMBLY]

A
BILL
Further to amend the Legal Aid and Justice Avy oty Aot D020

WI-IEREAS it is expedient further to amend in its application to the Legal
Aid and Justick Authority Act, 2020 (XVI of 2020}, ir: the rgnrds and for the

purposes hereinafter appearing;
It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title and commencement.— (1) This At gaoll be celled the
Legal Aid and Justice Authority {Amendment) Act, 2024.

(2 It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of section 5, Act XVI of 2020.— In th: 1.2l Aid and
Justice A!ithority Act, 2020 (XVI of 2020), in section 5, in, sub<section (1), in
clause (a) for the words “Human Rights”, the words “1L.2w and Juztice” shall be

substituts d.

3. Amendment of section 7, Act XVI of 2020.— i the szid Act, in

sectic.1 7, for sub-section (4), the following shall be substitutz 4, name:y:—

. “(4) Where the Directo-r General is absent or unacle io periorm his
funcﬁons due to any reason or the post of Directtr Geseral is’ vacant
pending appointment of a regular incumbent, tix= sectctary of the
administrative division may authorize any officer to perform- temporarily

the functions of the Director General.



Statement of Objects and Reasons

The Law and Justice Division has administrative control of the Law
and Just1ce Commission Ordmance 1979, courts and tribunals in respect of
. Federal areas and the offices of the Attorn€y General and other law cfficers of the
Federation. The mandate of Legal Aid and Justice Authority (LAJA) is also
consonance with the business allocated to the Law and Justice Division under
the Rules of Business, 1973. It ‘lwoujld be more appropriate and in the best pubiic
interést to shift administrative control of the Legal Aad and Justice Authority
(LAJA) from l\ilinist'rsr of Human Rights to the Ministry of Law and Justice. The
institutional linkages of the Ministry of Law and Justice with other Law Officers
and Commissions of the Federation that are under the administrative control of
Law and Justice Di\lrision and with Bar Councils and Assoc:1at10ns will enable

LAJA to fulfil its mandate more effectively.

2. The Bill is designed to achieve the said object.

!
S e
i

Minister-in-charge



ANNEX-B
AS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE
A
BILL
Further to ament the Legal Aid and Justice Authority Act,.2020

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend in its application to the Legal Aid and Justice
Authority Act,2020(XVI of 2020), in the manner and for the purposes hereinafter

appearing;
It is hereby enacted as follows: -
1. Short title and commencement. — (1) This Act shall be called the Legal Aid and

Justice Authority {Amendment) Act,2024.
(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of section 5, Act XVI of 2020. ~ In the Legal Aid and Justice
Authority (Amendment) Act,2024(XVI OF 2020), in section 5, in s_ub-section (1),

in clause(a) for the words “Human Rights”, the words “Law and Justice” shall be

substituted.

3. Amendment of section 7, Act XVI of 2020. - In the said Act, in section 7, for sub-

section (4), the following shall be substituted, namely: -

“(4). Where the Director General is absent or unable to perform his functions
due to any reason or the post. of Director General is vacant pendiné appointment
of a regular incumbent, the authority may authorize any officer to perform
temporarily the functions of Director General, for a period not exceeding ninety

days.



Statement of Objects and Reasons

The Law and Justice Division has administrative control of the Law and Justice
Commission Ordinance, 1979, courts and tribunals in respect of Federal areas and
the offices of the Attorney General and other law officers of the Federatio. The
mandat;-: of Legal Aid and Justice Authority (LAJA} is also consonance with the
business allocated to the Law and Justice Division under the Rules of Business,
1973. It would be more appropriate and in the best public interest to shift
adminis‘trative control of the Legal Aid and Justice Authority (LAJA) from Ministry
of Human Right to the Ministry of Law and Justice, the institutional linkages of
the Ministry of Law and Justice with other Law Officers and Commissions of the
Federation that are under the administrative control of Law and Justice Division
and with Bar Councils and Associations will enable LAJA to fulfil its mandate more

effectively.
The Bill is designed to achieve the said object.

Sd/-
MINISTER-IN-CHARGE
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