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3.TheCommitteeconsideredtheBill,asintroducedintheNationa|Assembly'

placed at 'Annex'A , in its meetings held on 25-Og-2O24' O7-1O-2O24 and proposed the

following amendments therein:-

I. AMENDMENT IN CIAUSE 3

ln the Seed (Amendment) Bill, 2024' as introduced in the National Assembly

andreferredtotheStandingCommitteeon2g-O4-2O24'inclause3'insection2'



L.

(a) after paragraph (b), the following new paragraphs (bi) and (bii) shall be

inserted, namely:-

'(bi) after clause (iv), the following new clause shall be inserted,

namely:

"(iva) "Chairperson" meanr the chairperson of the Authority;";

(bii) in clause (vi), for the word "Agency", the word "Department"

shall be substituted;

O) for paragraph (c), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

(i) for clause (vii), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

"(vii) "Fund" means the National Seed Development and

Regulatory Authority Fund, created under this Act;

(ii) after clause (x), the following new clause shall be inserted,

namely:-

"(xa) "Member" means a member of the Authority;";

(iii) clause (xii) shall be omitted; and

(c) after paragraph (d), the following new paragraph shall be inserted,

namely:-

"(di)" after clause (xvii), the following new clause shall be inserted, namely:-

"(xviia) "President" means the president of the Board;";

ln the Seed (Amendment) B'ill, 2024, as introduced in the National Assembly and
referred to the Standing Committee on 29 -O4-2O24, in clause 5,

(i) for proposed section 3A, the following shall be subitituted, namely:-

"3A. Appointment and term of office of the Chairperon and
memben.-(l) The Authority shall comprise a Chairperson and such other
members as may be appointed by the Prime Minister, from amongst the
perrons possessing such qualifications and on such terms and conditions as

may be prescribed:

2 AMENDMENT IN CTAUSEj



(ii)

-3-
Provided that until rules are made in this regard, the chairperson and

members of the Authority shall be appointed on such terms and conditions as

the Prime Minister maY determine'

(2) The Chairperson of the Authority shall be an eminent professional of

known integrity and having minimum experience of ten years in the field of

agriculture.

(3) The term of the office of the Chairperson and Members shall be three

yeart, extendable for a further period of two years'

(4) Any person ceating to be the Chairperson or member by reason of the

"rpi.v'oi 
the term of his office' or by resignation' shall be eligible for re-

appointment.

(5) The Chairperson or any member may' at any time' resign from his office

of the Authority, provided that such resignation shall not take effect until duly

accepted bY the Prime Minister'":

for proposed section 3D' the following shall be tubstituted' namely:-

,3D. Board of C-orremors. - (l) There shall be a Board' to be known as the Board of

Governors, under this Act.

(2) The Board shall consist of the following members' namely: '

(a) Federal Minister of National Food Security & - President

Research

(b) ChairPerson of the AuthoritY

(c) Secretary Ministry of National Food Security &

Research, or his representative not below the

rank of Additional Secretary or equivalent'

(d)

(e) Repretentatives of Provincial

departments, to be nominated bY

Covernment

- Member

- Member

- Member

Agriculture - Members

each Provincial

Secretary, Finance Division' Government of

Pakistan, or his representative not below the

rank of Additional Secretary or equivalent'

(0 Chairman Pakistan Agricultural Research Council - Member



+-

(g) one representative each to be nominated by the
Seed Association of Pakistan, Croplife Pakistan

Association and Pakistan Hi-Tech Hybrid Seed

Association.

(h) Four experts one from each province, at leart one
of whom to be Vice Chancellor of an Agriculture
University, having relevant experience in the field
of seed, to be nominated by the president of the
Board, on recommendation of the Chairperson
of the Authority from time to time.

(i) Four progressive farmers, one from each province,
to be nominated by the President of the Board, on
recommendation of the Chairperson of the
Authority from time to time.

Member

Members

Members

U) Such other members as may be appointed by the president of the
Board on the recommendations of the Chairperson of the Authority,
from time to time.

(3) ln the absence of the Federal Minirter of National Food security and Research, any
other member of Board, nominated by the President, shall preside over the meetings of
the Board.

(4) The term of office of the members of the Board, other than ex-olficio members,
shall be three years, which may be extended for a further period of two years.',; and

(iii) in proposed section 3E, after sub-section (2). the following new sub-section shall
be added, namely:-

ln the Seed (Amendment) 9il, 2024, as introduced in the National Assembly and
referred to the Standing committee on 29 -o4-2o24, in clause 6, in proposed section
(4).-

3

(a) in the proposed sub-section (l),

" (3) The Board may, upon direction of the President, through a written order,
subject to any re5triction specified therein, delegate any of its powerJ or
functions to any member or Chairperson of the Authority. ,,.

AMENDMENT IN CIAUSE 6



(i)

(ii)
(iii)

namelY:-
"(d Exercise suPervision

and other such bodies

(iv) after ProPosed clause (P)' th

be inserted' namelY:-

namely: -

AM D rN Cl tEl

END ENT IN CLA 5E

--5-

over dePartments, committees

constituted under this Act;": and

e following new clause (Pa) shall

" (pa) create, sanction, merge' de-merge' or abolish posts and

oversee the performance of its employees;"1 and

for the proposed 5ub-section (2)' the following shall be substituted'
(b)

shall be omitted.

"(2) The Authority may appoint' employ' remove and regulate

such officers and other members of staff' or aPpoint such experts

and consultants, from public as well as Private sector' on initial

recruitment, deputation' secondment' or otherwise as it may

consider necessary for the performance of its functions under this

Act, from time to time:

Provided that all employees of the Federal Seed Certification

and Registration Department shall continue to be governed

under tf,e Civil Servants Act' 1973 (Act LXXI of 1973) or other

service laws applicable to them'" '

4

ln the Seed (Amendment) Bnl' 2024' as introduced in the National Assembly and

referredtotheStandinScommitteeon2g-o4.2o24,inclause12,insection22B,in
proposed sub-section (l), the words" as may be designated in the prescribed manner"'

5

ln the Seed (Amendment) Blll' 2024' as introduced in the National Assembly and

referred to the Standing C"t"lit1"" on 29 -O4-2O24' in clause 16' in section 23' lor

.irrr. Gl, the following shall be substituted' namely:-

"(e) prevents any Person from exercisinS any power or perform any

functiont conferred on him by or under this Act or rules or regulations

made thereunder;

shall be Punishable'-



6-

(D with a minimum fine of five hundred thousand rupees, which
may extend to two million rupees; and

(ii) imprisonment for a minimum term of three months for the first
offence and up to a maximum of twenty four months for
subsequent offences.".

AMENDMENT IN C LAUSE 19

In the seed (Amendment) 9il,2024, as introduced in the National Assembly and
referred to the standing committee on 29 -o4-2o24, in clause 19, in section 25, for
proposed clause (b), the following shall be rubstituted, namely:-

" (2) No court shall take cognizance of an offence punishable
under this Act except upon a compraint in writing made by the Federar
Seed certification Department or a perron authorized by the Authority
in this behalf by an order in writing.".

AMENDM ENT IN CLAU'E 20

In the Seed (Amendment) Bill, 2024, as introduced in the National Assembly and
referred to the standing Committee on 29 -o4-2o24, exirting clauses 20, 21 and 22 shall
be re-numbered as clauses 21,22 and 23 and after clause 19, the following new clause 20
shall be inserted, namely:-

"20. tubstitution of iection 28, xxlx of 1926.- rn the said Act, for section 28,
the following shall be substituted, namely:-

"28. Delegation of powers.- The Authority may, by a written order,
delegate any of its powers and functions to any member, officer, or
employees of the Authority, or to any department or agency working
under its control or supervision, subject to such restrictions, if any, as may
be specified in that order, in the manner as may be prescribed.".

"28A. Audit - (l) The Chairperson may appoint a reputable firm to carry
out the annual performance audit of the Authority.

(2) The auditors appointed under sub-section (r) sha[ submit the audit
report to the chairperson and the chairperson shall cause the same to be
placed before the Board for approval.".

AMENDMENT IN CLAUSE 2I

ln the Seed (Amendment) B , 2024, as introduced in the Nationar Assembry and
referred to the Standing committee on 29 -o4-2o24, in crause 2r, in the proposed
section 30, for the expression "concurrence of the Federal 6overnment,', the word,
"approval of the Board" shall be substituted.

6

7

I
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1
rNs N OF CIAUsE 22

ln the Seed (Amendment) Bill, 2024, as introduced in the National Assembly and

referred to the standing Committee on 29 -O4-2O24, after clause 2], as amended

aforesaid, the following new clause 22 shall be added' namely:-

lnrertionofsection3l,Actxxlxol19T6..lnthesaidAct,aftersection30'
amendedasaforesaid,thefollowingnewsectionshallbeinserted,namely;-

..31. Savings. - All acts done, obligations and liabilities incurred, rights and

a'setsacquired,personsappointedorauthorized,jurisdictionsorpowers
conferred, money earned or expended' donations made or grants

received, orders issued, and all other actions taken under the Seed

(Amendment) Ordinance, 2024 (Ordinance ll of 2024) and before the

commencementofSeed(Amendment)Act'2024(of2024)'shall'uPon
commencementthereof,bedeemedtohavebeenvalidlydone,incurred,
acquired, appointed' authorized, conferred' earned' expended' made'

received. issued and taken under this Act""

4. The committee recommends that the Bill as reported by the Standing committee,

placed at 'Annex-B', may be passed by the Assembly'

sd/-
(SYED HU5SAIN TARIQ)

Chairman

sd/-

[rAHlR HUSSAIN)
Secretary General

lslamabad, the 22"d October ' 2024



Published in the Gazette of Paklstan'

/une*- A,

Extraordinary, Part-1, dated the 156 February' 2024I

t

ORDINANCE NO. II OF 2024

AN

ORDnIANCE

funher to amend the Seed Act' 1976

wnrn-ees it is expedient firther to amend rtre Seed Act' 1976 (Act No

)OflXof1976),intlemannerandforthepurposeshereinafterappearing;

ANDWHEREAStheSeDateandNationalAssemblyarenotinsession,and
the president of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan is satisfied that ciEusstances

exist which render it Eecessary to take immediate action;

Now'
Article 89 of
of the Islarni
following Ordinance:-

l.ShorttitleandcoEmencement.-{l)Thisordrnancesballbe
.called the Seed (Amendment) Ordinance, 2024'

2 It shall come into force at once'

2. Amendment of preamble, Act )OfiX of 1976'-In the Seed Act'

Uzo 6lO<X ,f f liO;, trereiniter catled as the said Act' in the preamble'

(a) for the exPression, 'North West. Frontier Province"' the words

"Khyber Pakhnrnkhwa" shall be substituted; aod

(b) for the word "Balochistan"' the word "Balochistan" shall be

substituted.

3. Amendment of section 2' Act XXD( of 19?6'-In the Act' in

section 2,-
(a) after clause (ii), the following new clause shall be inserte4

namelY:-

(iia) "Authority'' means the National Seed. Development and

Regulatory Authority constituted under this Act;";

(b) after clause (iii), the following new clause shall be inserted'

' namelY:-



"(iiia) "Board" means tbe Board or Govemors constituted unCer this
Acr;',

(c) clauses (vi.i) and (xii) shall be omitted.;

(d) in clause (xvii), after the word ,.rules", the words ,.or regularions,,
shall be inserted; and

(e) affer clause (xx), the following new clause shall be inserr ed-
namely:-

"(xxa) "regulations" means the regulations made under this Act;,, and

(0 in clause (rrxii), for the word ,,regrstered,', the word ,,enlisted"

shall be substituted".

4. Substitution of section 3, Act XXIX of 1976._ln the said Act. for
section 3, the following shall be substituted, namely:__

"Establishment of the National Seed Development and Regulatorv
Authority.{l) There shall be constituted an atrthonty, to be knou as
the National Seed Development and Regutatorl, Authoriry, for carry.ing
out such purposes ard functions, as may bc entrusted to it under this Act
or by rules and regulations made thereunder.

(2) The Authority shall be a body corporate, having perpetual
succession and a common seal, with po$.sr to purchase, procure,
sell, exchange, hold, acquire, and dispose of property and inrerests
therein, both movable and immovable, and may by its name sue or
be sued-

(3) The head office of the Auftority shall be at Islamabad, or ar such
other place or places, as the Federal Covemment may by
notifrcation in the of'ficial Gazette, determl.,e."

5. Inserdon of section 3A, 38, 3C, 3D and 3E, Act XXIX of
1976.-In the said Act, after section 3, substituted as aforesaid, the folio*,ing
new sections shall bc inserted, namely:

"3A_ Appolntment rtrd term of ollice of the Chairperson arrd
members.{l) The Authority shall com;;rise a Chairperson and
such other members as may be appointed by the prime Minisrcr,
from amongst the persons possessing sur,h qualifications anrl rtn
such terrns and conditions as may be prescribed:

2



(2)

(3)

(4)

3B.

(2)

(3)

3C.

3D,

(2)

Provided that unfil rules are made ir this regard' 
. 
the

Ch"i;;;;;-;t;"mbers of the Authoritv shall be apporrrted on

*J t'.rrnr and conditions as the Pnme Minister may detarmino'

The term of the office of the Chairperson shall be {"tt VT*'

"*il"Jur" 
for a further period of trvo years, and tbat of a member

shall be three Years.

Any penon ceasing to be the Chairperson or member b1 reason of

,h;'";;i[; ,h" tJrm of his office, or bv resignation' shall not be

eligible for re-aPPointrnent'

The Chairperson or any member may, at arry time' resign.ftom bis

rff*" 
"i 

if," ortnority, provided that such resignation shall not take

effect until duly accepted by the Prime Minister'

Meeting of the Authority'{l) The AuthgitV shall meet at-loast

orr". 
""""h 

month on such date, time and placc as may be fixed by

the ChairPerson.

The Chairperson and, in his absence, the most senior membor of tho

authority shall preside over meetings of the Authority'

The quorum for a meeting of the Authority sball be the Chairperson

and simple majority of the members'

Board of Governors.{l) There shall be a Board' to be known as

the Board of Governors, under this Act'

The Board shall consist of the following members' namely:-

(a) Prime Minister of Pakistan

@) Cha@erson of the AuthoritY

- ChairPerson

- Member

3



(c) Sepretary of the Division to which busiaess
of the Authority stands allocated or his
represeDtative not below the Additional
Secretary or equivalent.

- Member

(d) Secretary, Finance Division, Goyemment of - Memlter
Pakistan, or his representative not below the
Additional Secretary or equivalent.

(f) Representative of Pakistan ,ar.gricultural - Member
Researoh Council.

(g) One representative to be nominated by the - Member
Seed Association of Pakistan.

- Member

(D such other members as may be appointed by the Prine
Minister, on the recommendations of the Chairperson of tlre
Authority, from time to time.

3E. Powers and functions of the Board-{l) The Board shall br:
responsible for providing policy directions :md general guidelines
ta the Authority, for effectively carrying out the purposes
envisioned under this Act. In particular and without prejudice to the
foregoing, the Board shall-

(a) monitor and review the fimctioning of the Authority;

(b) issue guidelines to the Authoriry, as pcr the applicable policv
reginre of the Federal Government;

+

(e) Representatives of hovincial Agriculture - Member
departrjents, to be nominated by each
Provincial Government.

(h) Two experts having relevant experience in
the field of seed, to be nominated b1, the
Prime Minister, on recommendation of the
Chairperson of the Authority, ftom tinre to
time.

(c) con.duct audit as well as anmral performance revieu' o[ tbe
Authority, or any of its officer but subject to Artiples 169 and

170 of the Constitution in respect of maintenance and audit of
accounts of the Authority;



1f1 advise and recommend to the Federal GoveEEent on policy

issues as well as other I tters pertaining to the seed sector;

(g) establish liaison between the respeetive -govemments 
as well

u" a"putt*"oo, ioai"t -a iottto-"ntalities thereof and the

Authority; and

/h) carrv out olher frrnctions aucillary thereto' or connected

therewith, for the purposes of this Act'

(2) The Board may, fiom time to time' constitute such committees and

entrust such po*""--J nln"tions thereto T t|-t Bot'd may deem

^ppi"p".", 
io tl'" rnuoo"t ut tuy be prescribed'"

6. Substitution of section 4' Act )O(X of 19?6'Jn the said Act' for

section 4-,' the iol iowing shall be substituted' namety:-

'Powers and functions of the

of this Act and the rules and re

shall carry out, administer' rnn
envisioned under this Act' ln -

ti""Jit, "iti'" r"regoing' the Auth oiry shall' hter alio'-

(.) #ffitff',fi
I as Provincial

Govemments, and instrumentalities thereof;

(b) dweloP and

adminiskative,
the effective Perfo
Act and institute

echanisns for zuch PurPose;

(c) suPervise and

including, inrer
storage, breeding'

Post-hawesttng, i
etc.;

(d) institute appropriate accountabiliry and oversight mechanisms
\q'/ 

i.""tt*"'Jn i,i"e discharge of 
-Authority's 

firnctions ulder

this Act;

(e) approve budget of
utiliz^ tion thereotl

the Autbority and ensure effective

5



(d) coordinate research and development activities or inidatives,
in consultation with Federal as .q,ell as provrncial
Govemments and other research bodies and insrirutes.

(e) synergize and optimize the seed sector of pakistan, at public
as well as private level;

supervi se tunctions of , i n t e r a t i a, 
I;rrT, ff :"ao!:l 

t tirfi;
commitree, prescribed under

(g) exercise supervision and control over deparEnents,
cornmittees and orher such bodies constituted under this Act,
in accordance with relevant law;

(h) execute conEacts or other legal instruDtbnts, transact wir.lr
governmental and non-govemmenlal entities and enter i[to
other legal and corporate arrangemr.nrs, directly or indirectly,
with foreign as well as local bodies to promot", atrad and
protect inyestment in the seed seclor;

(i) proceed, prescribed, againsr
employee t, int* alia, corrrrptpractices, efficiency;

0) approve, implement and regulate rhe standards ofqualities and
varieties ofseed;

(0

(k) issue guidelines for administration of quality control.
markaing, post-han esr managemsnt and storage modalities
of seed;

(1) regulate and monitor inter-provincial trarie and tansportaliorr
of seed;

(m) advise the Federal GoverDment on import and expon ofseed;

(n) recommend to the Federal and the Provincial Governrnenrs- as
well as entities and offices thereof. on any supplementary and
incidental isstre pertaining to seed;

(o) take initiatives and policies with regards to agriculture secror,
as relates to the usage and efhciency ofseed;

(p) pass, directly and indirecrly, for reasorrs to be record.etl in
wriring, appropriate observations, or otler orders, including

6



(q)

G)

impositiono ,fl1iffix".?:'Hl{
ttrat violates
or interferes

bear and decide appeals, under this Act; and

carry out all other works and firnctions connected thaewith or

ancillary thereto'

other members of
as well as Private
is functiolis under

applicable to them.

7. Inserdon of secdon 4A' Act )OilX of 1976'-ln the said Act' after

section 4, substitured ^ "r"'"'lli?Ji"ir'J*i"! 
n"w section shall be inscrte4

nunelY:-

"4A P"'4J:',""$;H:"
s Act'

(2) The Authority Frmd shall consist of inter olia'-

(a) grants made by the Federat Govemment;

(b) loans obtained by the Autlority;

(c) monies, aid' grants' proceeds or sums receive4 or eamed' by

the Authority; and

(d) aII other suns' incluglnC'. iiz':r :l:1'-l*' charges and levies

recovered or received by the Authonty'

(3) ,I:1",'".:A:ffiJ; ffi",Hli
i;J i" *"h manner as maY be

prescribed: 
having foreign currency' 'if any'

, "PPto'"af 
of tf,e Finance Division'

1



8. Amendment of section 6, Act XXIX of 1976._In rhe said r\ct, in
section 6, for the,*ords "National Seed Council',, 'ihe w.ord .,Aurhoriw" shall be
substituted.

9. Amendment of section 10, Act XXIX of 1976._ln the said ,\ct,
ir: section 10, for the words "Federal Government", the word .,Authority,, shall be
substituted.

i0.
in section 12,

Amendment of section I2, Act XXIX of 197
after the expression "mav,", the words ..on an

6,-In the said Act,
application made in

the prescribed nunner or" shall be inserted.

11. Amendment of Section 16, Act XXIX of 1976,_In the sarrl Act,
in section 16,-

(a) in sub-section (l), for the words .,to rhe Frl{eral Gov-emmenr or any
other authority as it may determine from time to time,,, the words
"before the Aurhority', shall be substitured;

(b) in sub-sections (2) and (3), for the u,ords ,,appellate authoriry',. the
word .'Authority" shall be substituterl;

12. Amendrnent of section 228, Act XXIX ot 1976._In rlre said Act.
in section 22B.-

(a) for sub-section (t), the following shallbe substjtuted, namelv:

(l ) 'Notwithstanding any,rhing to the conhary contained in all,
other law for the tune being i:r force- ony p".ron as *uy b"
designated in the prescribed lnanner may make an applicition
to the competent authority, on the fonn as may be piiscribed,
for regtstration of seed business in pakistan.,, and

(b) in sub-section (3), for the expression ..Ministry, dealing wirh the
subject-matter of seed,", the word ..Authority" 

shall be subSiruted.

13. Amendment of sections 22D and 22F, Act )O(IX of 1976__lt
thc said Act, in sections Z2D or,d 22F, 1br the words ..Federal Governmenr,.
wherever occurring, thc *ord ..Authority', 

shall be substituted.

14. Omission of section ZZl, Act XXIX of 1976._In the said Acr,
section 22I shall be omined.

I 5. Amendment of section Z2J, Act XXIX of 1976,_In the saiC Acr,
in secdon 22J, for the words ..Federal 

Govemment',, the word ..Authoriry,, 
shaii

bc substituted and for the full stop at the cnd, a coion shall be substitu:ed, arrd
lhereafter, the followrng proviso shall be inserted, namcly:_

B



-a
"Provided that thc existing Variety Evaluation Committee shall

continue to function, till it is reconstituted utrder dds Act"'

16. Amendment of section 23, Act )O(D( of 1976'-In the said Act'

in section 23, for clause (e), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

"(e) prevents any person fiom e'xercising lury por'r'q or perform aay
'' 'firnctiors 

coniened on him by or under this Act or rules or

regulations made thereunder, shall be-

(i) punishable with such fine as may be prescribed by rules; or

(ii) imprisonment for a term which may extend to three months

f; the first offence and six months for every subsequent

offence; or

(ii0 with both (i) aad (ii)."

17. Amendment of section 24, Act )OflX oI 1976'-ln the said Act

in section 24, for the words "Feder-al Govemment", the word "Authority" shall be

substituted.

18. Insertion of sections 24A',248 c,nd 24C, Act )OOX of 1976'-Ir
the said Act, after section 24, amended as aforesaid, the following new sectiors

shall be inserte4 namely:-

'24A. APpeal to the Authority'-Any person aggneved of an order

pu"."a Uy *y a"partment' committee or body constituted under this

Lt, ottl. than the Authority, may within thirty days of the

communication of the said order file an appeal before the

AuthoritY:

hovide.d that the Authority shall dec'ide such appeal' after

hearing all padies concemed, through a speaking order in the

manner as maY be Prescribed'

24E.. Seed Tribunals.{1) The Federal Govemment may' by

notification in the odrcial gazette, constitute one or more Seed

Tribunals, at such places andwith such territorial limitations' as the

Federal Govemment may dcterrnine, from time to time

(2) A Tribunal shall conrprise the following:-

(r) a Chairperson, from amongst sucb persons who is or has been

a Judgi of a High Court, to be appoioted by the Federal

Government;

q



A) an advocate who is qualificd to become a Judge of a Higb
Court, to be appointed by the Federal Govemment; and

(c) a member having at least a master's degree in agricultrre
sciences and possessing extensive experience in the secd
sector, to be appointed by the Federal (iovernment.

(3) The Chairperson and the members shall bc subject to such tenns
and conditions and shall be entitled to such remunerarion ald
pnvileges, as the Federal Government may determine.

(4) The Chairperson and the members shall be appointed for a temr oI
five years, who shall not be eligible for re-appointment.

(5) The Chairperson and the members may, at any rime, resign frrtm his
office of the Tribunal, provided that such rr:signation shall not rake
effect r:ntil duly accepted by the Federal Government.

Powers and functiotrs of the Tribunals.{1) The prinur-v
responsibility of the Tnbunals shall be to hear and decide the
appeals against orders passed by the Authority, in accordance rvith
law.

(2) The Tribunal shall have all porvers of, inter a/ia, discovew,
inspection, surrmoning, examination, arrd re-examination of
witnesses, as well as power to issue warm,nts of arrest and ilnpose
such penalties as may be prescribed.

(3) Any person aggrieved of an order passed by the Authoriry, unrler
section 24A or otherwise, within thirty da1,s of the communication
of the said order, may file an appeal before the Tribunal, in such
manner and on payment of such fee, as ma1' be prescribed.

(a) The Tribuual may, on appeal, after giving a reasonable oppoftuniry
of hearing to all panies concerned, confirm, set-aside, vary or
modiff ihe order appealed against:

Provided that the Tribunal shall rlecide such appeals, as

expeditiously as possible, but not later than ninet-v days from the
first date ofhearing.

(5) An appeal to thc Supreme Court ol'Pakistan shall only lie agrinsr
ah order or judgement of the Tribunal, if the Supreme Court grlnts
leave to appeal, after being sarisfied that the case involvss a

substantial question of larv ofpub)ic importance."

lo-

24C.



in section 25,-

c)

(b)

(c)

namely:-

"30.

20. Amendment of section 29, Act XXIX of l976'-ln the said Act'

in section 29, in sub-section (2),-

(a) after the word "foi', the expres sioa" 
' 
inter ali'a"' shall be inserted;

(b) in clause (b), after the word "processing"' the expression "'
'-' d"r"lop-*t,-marketing," r all be inserted; and

(c) in clause (c), for the words '\nder se'tion 16"' the expression "to

the Authoriry under this Act"' shalt be substituted-

21. Insertion of section 30, Act XXIX of 1976'-In the said Act' after

section 29, amended as aforesai4 the following new section shall be inserte4

Power to make regulations'-( l) The Authority may' .with 
the

"-"r."r"" "f theiederal Government' make regulations' not

.""*fti.ii with the ptovisions of this Act and the rules m'ade

;;;";;;., for effectively carrying out the purposes envisioned

under this Act."

E word "class"' the exPression

respective Provincial Govemments in

in sub-section (2), for tle word "it", tbe words "the Author$" shall

be irserte{, and

afler sub-section (2), ameuded as aforesaid' the following new

sub-section shall be irsertd namely:-

"(3) The provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure' 1898\J'l 
a; 't;i iasa) tnat applv ' mutatis mutaru)is' in respect of

cases under this Act'"

lt -

19. Amendment of section 25, Act XXIX of 1976'-ln the said Act'



The purposed amendments in the Seed Act, 1976 seeks to establish, inter alia,

a National Seed Development and Regulatory Authority (the ,,Authority,'), and

the Seed Tribunals. For this pqpose, the Authority has been equipped rvith all

requisite powers and functions, including, inter alia, legal character as a body

corporate, power to employ modem methods, ability to transact with

govemmental and non-govemmental entities, and integration of an ellective

regulatory regime.

As such, a modem and efficacious legal as we.ll as regulatory framervork is

envisioned, under the proposed amendments, for effective development,

regulation, administration and management of seed, a subject, from end-to-end.

The Ordinance seeks to achieve, inter alia, the albrementioned objectives.

Rana Tanveer Hussain
Federal Minister for

National Food Security &
Research

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS
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[AS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEEI

A

BILL

further to amend the Seed Act, 1976

WHEREASitisexpedientflrrthertoamendtheseedAct,lgT6(ActNo.XXIXof1976),
in the manner and for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is herebY enacted as follows:-

I' Short titte and commencement'- (1) This Act shall be called the Seed

(Amendment) Act,2024 '

2. It shall come into force at once

substituted;";

2. Amcndment of preamble' Act XXIX of 
,1976' - In the Seed Act' 1976 (XXIX

ol 1976). hereinafter called as the said Act' in the preamDle'-

(a) for the expression' "North West Frontier Province"' the words "Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa" shall be substituted; and

(b) for the word "Baluchistan"' the word "Balochistan" shall be substituted'

3. Amendment of section 2' Act XXIX of 1976'- In the Act' in section 2'-

(a) after clause (ii)' the following new clause shall be inserted' namely:-

(iia) "Authority" means the National Seed Development and Regulatory

Authority constituted under this Act;";

(b) after clause (iii)' the following new clause shall be inserted' namely:-

"(iiia) "Board" means the Board of Govemors constituted under this Act;"

(c) after clause (iv)' the following new clause shall be inserted' namely:

"(iva) "Chairperson" means the chairperson of the Authority;

(d) in clause (vi), for the word "Agency"' the word "Department" shall be

(e) for clause (vii), the following shall be substituted' namely:-



"(vii) "Fund" means the National Seed Development and Regulatory
Authority Fund, cteated under this Act;,,;

(f) after clause (x), the following new clause shall be inserted, namely:-

"(xa) "Member" means a member of the Authority;,,;

(g) clause (xii) shall be omitted;

(h) in clause (xvii), after the word ..rules,', the words .,or regulations" shall be
inserted; and

(D after clause (xvii), as amended aforesaid, the following new clause shall be
inserted, namely:-

"(xviia) "President" means the president ofthe Board;,,;

0) after clause (xx), the following new clause shall be inserted, namely:_

"(xxa) "regulations" means the regulations made under this Act;,, and

(k) in clause (xxxii), for the word .,registered,,, the word ..enlisted,, shall be
substituted.".

4- Substitution of section 3, Act XXIX of r9i6._,rn the said Act, for seclion 3, the
following shall be substituted, namely:-

"(3) Establishment of the.National Seed Development and ReguIatory Authority.-
(1) There shall be constituted an authority, to be known i's the Nationar Seed
Development and Regulatory Authority, for carrying out such purposes and functions, as
may be entrusted to it under this Act or by rules and regulations mide thereunder.

(2) The Authority shall be a body corporate, having perpetual succession and a common
seal, with power to purchase, procure, sell, exchangg hold, acquire, and dispose of
property and interests therein, both movable and immovable, and rnay by its name sue or
be sued.

(3) The head offrce of the Authority shall be at Islamabad, or at such other place or
places, as the Federal Govemment may by notification in the official 

'G-"tt",
determine.".

5. Insertion of section 3A, 38, 3c, 3D and 3E, Act XXIX of 1976.- rn the said
Act, after section 3, substituted as aforesaid, the following new sections shall be inserted,
namely:

*3A. Appointment and term of office of the Chairperson and members._(l) The Authority shalr comprise a chairperson and such other members as may be
appointed by the prime Minister, from amongst the persons poss"s.ing su"h
qualifications and on such terms and conditions as may be irescribed:
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Provided that until rules are made in this regard' the-Chairperson and members

of the Authority shall be apoi'*a o" su"h tlrms and conditions as the Prime

Minister maY determine'

(2) The Chairperson of the Authority shall be an eminent profes-sional of known

i;{;t; il-.hiln! nliri*o- 
"*p"ri"n"e 

of ten vears in the field of agriculture'

(3) The term of the office of the Chakperson and Members shall be three years'

extendable for a further period of two years'

(4) Any person ceasing to be the Chairperson or.member by reason of the expiry of the

' 'i"..'"1nl. 
"mce, 

or-by resignation, itratt be etigible for re-appointment'

(5) The Charrperson or any member may' at any time' resion from his office of the

Authority, provided *,u, .'i?'"i-g''*i'i ti"ff i'" take effJct until dulv accepted by

the Prime Minister.

38. Meeting of the Authority'- (1) The Authority shall meet at least once each

month on such date, time and place as may be fixed by the Chairperson'

(2) The Chairperson and, in his absence' lhe most senior member of the Authority
' 

shall preside over meetings of the Author

(3) The quorum for a meeting of the Authority shall be the Chairperson and simple

majority of the members'

3C. Constitution of committees, bodies'

time, constitute such committees, facilities

"onrutt*t., 
as may be deemed appropri

envisioned under this Act:

Provided that all committees' facilities the

Authority, or as the .*. rn"y i", 
"ti"ufilf'1a 

yagt Hl
*".t ,ti"t the supervision and control of the Au

Act.

3D. Board of Governors' - (1) There shall be a Board' to be known as the Board of

Govemors, under this Act'

(2) The Board shall consist of the following members' namely: -

(a) Federal Minister of National

Research

Food SecuritY & - President

(b) ChairPerson of the AuthoritY
- Member
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(c) Secretary Ministry of National Food Security &
Research, Government of Pakistan. or his
representative not below the rank of Additional
Secretary or equivalent.

(d) Secretary, Finance Division, Government of
Pakistan, or his representative not below the rank of
Additional Secretary or equivalent.

G) RepresentativesofProvincialAgriculturedeparfinents,

to be nominated by each Provincial Govemment

(0 Chairman Pakistan Agricultrual Research Council

(g) one representative each to be nominated by, the Seed
Association of Pakistan, Croplife Pakisan Association,
and Pakistan Hi-Tech Hybrid Seed Association

(h) Four experts one from each province, at least one of
whom to be Vice Chancellor of an Agriculture
University, having relevant experience in the field of
seed, to be nominated by the President, on
recommendation of the Chairperson of the Authority
from time to time.

- Member

- Member

Memher.t

Member

- Member

- Member.s

(i) Four progressive farmers, one from each province, to _ Members
be nominated by the President, on recommendation of
the Chairperson of the Authority from time to time.

0) such other members as may be appointed by ttre president, on the
recommendations of the Chairperson of the Authority, tom time to time.

(3) In the absence ofthe Federal Minister of National Food security and Research, any other
member ofBoard, nominated by the president, shall preside over the meetings ofthe Board.

(4) The term of office of the members of the Board, other than ex-officio members, shall be
three years, which may be extended for a further period of two years.

3E. Powers and functions of the Board.- (l) The Board shall be responsible for
providing policy directions and general guidelines to the Authority, for effectively
carrying out the purposes envisioned under this Act. In particular and without prejudice
to the foregoing, the Board shall-

(a) monitor and review the functioning of the Authority;
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issueguidelinestotheAuthority,aspertheapplicablepolicyregimeofthe
Federal Govemment;

(b)

(")

(d)

(e)

(0

(e)

conduct audit as well as annual performance review^ofthe Authority' or any

of its officer but subject t" ;l;;i;;'ilt -a rzo of the constitution in

:il'J"#;;;,;,,*t" una audit of accounts of the Authoritv;

institute appropriate accountability and oversight 
'mechanisms 

to ensure

:iiil;. iiJ"r,i,g" of Authoritv's tunctions under this Act;

approve budget ofthe Authority and ensure effective utilization thereof;

advise and recommend to the Federal Govemment on policy issues as well

Ii oil.i rnut 
".t 

pertaining to the seed sector;

estabrish liaison between the respective govemments as we[ as departments'

;:;ilil;t";;entalities thereof and the Authoritv; and

(h) carry out other functions ancillary thereto' or connected therewith' for the

PurPoses of this Act'

O\ The Board may, from time to time' constitute 
-such 

commi$ees and entrust such powers

*a functions tt ereto as the Bola *uy a""t uppropriate' in-ttt" tu-"' as may be prescribed'

(3) The Board may, upon direction of the President' through a written order' subject to any

i"striction specified trr..rir,'^i""i'Jg"i" any of its po*"., i. functions to any member or

Chui.p"tton bf the AuthoritY'"'

6. Substitution of section 4' Act XXIX of 1976'-ln the said Act' for section 4' the

following shall be substituted' namely:-

(a) recommend' :rtl fr
management'
Federal as we ts' and

(b) ,#':i,;Jii3','o:H#*T:':i fll#iix;
* upptfiu* "onttol 

*d accountability

mechanisms for such PurPose;

from end-to-end' inctuding' i er alia' registration'

,''to';;;';;iine' t"'tiri"ution' marketins' supplv'

's' 
#;";;;;; an1 intemat tradins thereof' etc';

coordinale research and development activities or initiatives' in consultalion with

Federal as well as ProviniliH;;;s and other i"s"ar"h bodies and

(c)

(d)



6

lnstrtutes;

(e)

(f)

(e)

(h)

(i)

synergize and optimize the seed sector of pakistan, at public as well as private
level;

superv alia, Federal Seed Certification and RegistrationDepart Rights. Registry and v*i"iy-"vuluation committee,prescri applicable Lws;

exercise supervision over departments, committees and other such bodiesconstituted under this Act, in accordance with relevant law;

execute contracts or other legal instruments, transact with govemmental and non_
s and enter into other legal and 

"o.porut" anangements,
with foreign as well as .locat bodies to promote, attract and
the seed sector:

proceed, in the manner as may be prescribed, against employees ofthe Authorityinvolved in, inter alia, corrupt practices,- professional misconduct andinefliciency;

approve' imprement and regurate the standards of qualities and varieties of seed;

issue guidelines for administration of quality control, marketing, poslharvest
management and storage modalities of seed;

regulate and monitor inter-provincial trade and transportation ofseed;

advise the Federal Govemment on import and export of seed;

recommend to the Federal and the provincial Govemments, as welr as entities andoffrces thereof, on aay supplementary and incidental issue pertaining to seed;

take initiatives and policies with regards to agriculture sector, as relates to the usage andefficiency ofseed;

to be recorded riate
sition. of penalty, any
of this Acq or s or

create, sanction, merge, de-merge, or abolish posts aad oversee the performance of itsemployees;

hear and decide appeals, under this Act; and

(s) carry out all other works and functions connected therewith or ancillary thereto.
(2) The Authority may appoint, emp.loy, remove and regulate such officers and othermembers of staff, or appoint such experts and consultants, from public as well as private

0)

(k)

0)

(m)

(n)

(o)

(p)

(q)

(r)



sector,oninitialrecruitment,deputation,secondment'orotherwiseasitmayconsider
necessary for the performance of its functions under this Act' from time to time:

ProvidedthatallemployeesoftheFederalseedCertificationandRegistration
Departmentshallcontinuetou.gou",n.aundertheCivilservantsAct,|973(ActL)oilof
1973) or other service laws applicable to them "'

7. Insertion of section 4A, Act XXIX of.l976'-In the said Act' after section 4'

suUstituiea as aforesaid, the foiio*ing n"* section shall be inserted' namely:-

"4A Fund of the Authority'{1) There shall be a fund' to be known as the Authority

Fund, vested in tfr" iutfro.ity for the purposes oi carryit'g out all powers and

1

functions under this Act'

The Authority Fund shall consist of, inter alia'-

(a) grants made by the Federal Govemment;

(b) loans obtained by the Authority;

(c) monies, aid, grants, proceeds or sums received' or eamed' by the

AuthoritY; and

(d)allothersums,including,interalia,fees,chargesandleviesrecoveredor
received bY the AuthoritY'

(2)

shall be inserted

(3) The Authority Fund shall be kept in one- or more accounts maintained by the

Authority, in local or iti"rg'1"t"'"yi u"J tf'ufr be operated' utilized and regulated in

such manner as maY be Prescribed:

provided that the account having foreign cwrency, if any, shall be operated with

tf," prio, upp,oua of tft" financ" Oivision' Government of Pakistan'"'

8. Amendment of section 6' Act XXIX of 1976'- In the said Act' in section 6' for

the words.,National Seed Co*"itil tt" word "Authoriry" shall be substituted'

g. Amendment of section l0' Act XXIX of 1976'-In the said Act' in section 10'

for the words "Federal c;o'""-J, it'e word "Authority" shall be substituted'

10. Amendment of section 12' Act XXIX of 1976'-In the said Act' in section 12'

after the expression "."v,", ir'" *"ta' 'in * application made in the prescribed manner o/'

Amendment of Section 16, Act XXIX of 1976'-In the said Act' in section
11.

(a) the Federal Govemment or anY other

time to time", the words "before the

t6,-



B

22B,-

14.
be omitted

(a) for sub-section (l), the following shall be substituted, namely:

"(l) Notwithstanding anything to the conuary contained in any other law
for the time being in force, any person may make an applicati,n to the
competent authority, on the form as may be prescribed, for registration or-
seed business in pakistan.,, and

(b) in sub-section (3), for the expression "Ministry, dealing with the subject-
matter of seed,',, the word ,,Authority,, shall be substituted.

13. Amendment of sections 22D a'.d 22F, Act XXIX of 1976.- In the said Act, in
sections 22D and 22F, for the words "Federal Govemment,,, wherever occurring, the word
"Authority" shall be substituted.

(b) in sub-sections (2) and (3), for the words ..appellate authority,,, rhe word
"Aurhority" shall be substituted;

Amendment of section 228, Act XXIX of 19j6._in the said Act, in section

omission of section 221, Act XXIX of 1976.- In the said Act, section 221 shall

15. Amendment of section 22J, A.ct XXIX of 1976.-In the said Act, in section 22J,
for the words "Federal Govemment", the word "Authori6,,, shall be substituted and for the full
stop at the end, a colon shall be substituted and thereafter, the following proviso shall be
inserted, namely:-

"Provided that the existing Variety Evaluation Committee shall continue to
function, till it is reconstituted under this Act.,,.

16- Amendment of section 23, Act XXIX of r976._,rn the said Act, in section 23,
the clause (e), and thereafter, the following shall be substituted, namely:_

"(e) prevents any person from exercising .rny power or perform any functions
conferred on him by or under this Act or rules or regulaiions made ihereunder;

shall be punishable,-

(D with a minimum fine of five hundred thousand rupees, which may
extend to two million rupees; and

(iD imprisonment for a minimum term of three months for the first offence
and up to a maximum of twenty four months for subsequent offences.

l7- Amendment of section 24, Act XXIX of 1976.-In the said Act, in section 24,
for the words "Federal Govemment", the word "Authority'' shall be substituted.

18. Insertion of sections 24A,24Id and 24C, Act XXIX of 1976.-In the said Act,
after section 24, amended as aforesaid, the foltowing new sections shalr be inserted, nu,n"lr,-

12.
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,,24A. Appeal erson aggrieved of an order passed by any

department,cunderthisAct'otherthantheAuthority'may
within thirty of the said order file an appeal before the

Authority:

ProvidedthattheAuthorityshalldecidesuchappeal,afterhearingallparties

"on""-"d, 
through a speaking order in the manner as may be prescribed'

24B. Seed Tribunals.- (1) The Federal Govemment may' by notification in-the official

gazette, constitute one or .;;; 
';"d 

Tribunals' at such places and with such territorial

i.i,",itrr, ". 
,ne Federal Government may determine' fiom time to time'

(2) A Tribunal shall comprise the following:-

(a) a Chairperson, from amongst such persons who is or has been a Judge ofa

High Court, to be appointed t y the Federal Government;

(b) an advocate who is qualified to become a Judge of a High Court' to be

appointed by the Federal Govemment; and

(c) a member having at least.a maste/s degree in agriculture sciences and

possessing 
"*t"n.'i'" "*pt;ence 

in the seid sector' to be appointed by the

Federal Govemment.

(3) The Chairperson and the members shall be subject to such terms and conditions and

ii'uri u" .rrtitr"a to such remuneration and p vileges, as the Federal Government may

determine.

(4) The Chairperson and the members shall be appointed for a term of five years' who

shall not be eligible for re-appointment'

(5) The Chairperson and the members may, at any time-'^ resign from his office of the

i;u*i, ,."laLJ thut .u.h ;;;';ii"' tt'uit not iake effect until dulv accepted bv the

Federal Govemment.

24C. Powers and functions of the Tribunals'- (1) The primary responsibility 
'of 

the

Tribunals shall be to t "* u.ra i""ia. the appeals ugui*t otd.tt passed by the Authority'

in accordance with law'

(2) The Tribunal shall have all powers o-f' .inter alia' discovery' Itl^":lt":::
l-'J-.oning, examination, and re-examination of witnesses' as well as power to lssue

*arrants oiarrest and impose such penalties as may be prescribed'

(3) Any person aggrieved ofan order passed by the. Authoriry' under seclion 24A or

otherwise,withinthirtyauyrot-tt'"communicationofthesaidorder'mayfileanappeal
before the Tribunal, in ,,-,"ft -"u-"' "nJ 

o" puyt""'of such fee' as may be prescribed'

(4) The Tribunal may, on appeal, after giving a r.easonable opportunity of hearing to

)iir"ni", ."*"m"d, co;fim, s'"i-^iat, '*-y 
or modify the order appealed against:
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Provided that the Tribunal shall decide such appeals, as expeditiously as possible, but not
later than ninety days from the first date ofhearing.

(5) An appeal to the Supreme Court of Pakistan shall only lie against an order or
judgement of the Tribunal, if the Supreme Court grants leave to appeal, after being
satisfied that the case involves a substantial question of law ofpublic importance.,'.

19. Amendment of section 25, Act XXIX of 1976.-In the said Act, in section 25,-

(a) in sub-section (1), after the word "class", the expression ", specifically designated by
the respective Provincial Govemrnents in that behal!" shall be inserted;

(b) for sub-section (2), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

"(2) No court shall take cognizance of an offence punishable under this Act except
upon a complaint in writing made by the Federal Seed certifrcation Department or a
person authorized by the Authority in this behalf by an order in writing.; and

(c) after sub-section (2), amended as aforesaid, the following new sub-section shall be
inserted, namely:-

"(3) The provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1g9g) shall
apply, mutdtis mutandis, in respect of cases under this Act.,,.

20. Substitution of section 28, XXIX of 1976.- In the said Act, for section 2g, the
following shall be substituted, namely:-

"28. Delegation of powers.- The Authority may, by a written order, delegate any of its
powers and functions to any member, officer, or employee of the Authority, or to any
departrnent ot agency working under its control or supervision, subject to such
restrictions, if any, as may be specified in that order, in the manner as may be
prescribed.".

21. Insertion of section 28A, Act XXIX of 1976.- In the said Act, after section 2g,
amended as aforesaid, the fol.lowing new section shall be inserted, namely: -

"28A. Audit.- (1) The chairperson may appoint a reputable firm to carry out the annual
performance audit of the Authority.

@ The auditors appointed under sub-section (1) shall submit the audit report to the
Chairperson and the Chairperson shall cause the same to be placed before the Board for
approval.".

22. Amendment of section 29, Act XXIX of 19i6.-lnthe said Act, in section 29, in
sub-section (2),-

(a) after the word "for", the expression ,., inter alia-,, shall be inserted;

(b) in clause (b), after the word "processing", the expression ", development, marketing,,,
shall be inserted; and



(c) in clause (c), for the words "under section 16"' the expression "to the Authority

,lid", tt i. Act,'; shall be substituted'

23. Insertion of section 30' Act XXIX.of 1976'-In the said Act' after section 29'

urn.ndi"u, ^r".*"ii, 
ir'" rolo*ing n"* section shall be inserted' namely:-

"30. Power (1) The Authority mav' with the approval of the Board'

make regul with the provisions ti tnit e"t and the rules made

thereunder, ut the purposes envisioned under this Act "'

24. Insertion of section 31' Act XXIX.of 1976'- In the said Act' after section 30'

amended as aforesaid, the folowing new section shall be inserted' namely:-

-fl-



STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The purposed amendments in the Seed Act, 1976 seeks to establish inter alia a National Seed
Development and Regulatory Authority (the "Authority,'). and the Seed rribunars. For this
purposeJ the Authority has been equipped with all requisite powers ana functions, including,
inter alia, legal character as a body iorporate, power to employ modern -e*,oar, utitity to
transact with govemmental and non-govemmental entities, ani integration oi un 

"rr""trr"regulatory regime.

As such, a modern and efficacious legal as well as regulatory framework is envisioned. under the
proposed amendments, for effective development, regulation, administration unJ ,,-ug,.r.,"r, or
seed, a subject, from end to end.

The ordinance seeks to achieve, inter alia, the aforementioned objectives.

sd/-
(RANA TAM/EER HUSSAIN)

Federal Minister
for National Food Security and Research

a


