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a BiII

to moke provisions to specificolly criminolize ocid ond burn reloted violence by providing
foii ond speedy trid! of such heinous olJences ond lor motters connccted rherewith ond
incidentdl thereto

WHEREAS further to prevent the misuse of corrosive substance and provide rreatment
to and for rehabilitation of acid and burn victims and rheir depenoents and to fu11her provide
legal support and protection to them.

It is hereby enacted as followi

Chapter I

INTRODUCTION

1. Short title, extent and commencement.-(1) Th's Act may be called the Acid and

Burn Crime Act, 202{

(2) lt shall apply to the lslamabad Capital Territory.

(3) It shall come into force at once.

Oefinltions.-(1) ln this Act, unless the subject or contdit'oth erwis e requires,-

(i) "acid attaclC' means any act, caused by corrosive substance or

ltLrowing of acid or admrnistered in any form o_q the victim with

the intention that such person is likelv to cause to th e-9_the.r

person permanent or partial damage or lliury or deformity or

dlsfigurement to any part of the body or organ or cause death of

such victim;

{ti) "acid and burri victim" means a person who has been subjected to

an acid attack 6f'burn attack who has either survived as a result

thereof or ls dead;

(iii) "attempt to commit" whoever does any act with the intention or

knowledge a'nd under such circumstances that rhe act may cause

burn, injury or.death;

(iv) "burn attack" means any act o.f injury caused by iire or any other

hot substances directed towards the victim with the intention

that such act may lesult in complete or partial damage or

deformity or disflguration to any part of the body or organ o{ such

victim or cause death throu8h burn;

z
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(")

(vi)

(vii)

;'tloard" means the Board constitu'ted under section 19; and

"r:hild" shall mean a person under the age.of eighteen years;

"r:rime" rneans any act of commission or omission punishable by

t l,is Act;

"r:orrosive subsrance" means a substance tending toidestroy'

crusing hurt, deface, dismember any body part of a person and

ir,cludes evq;y..kind of acid corrosive substance' sulphuric acid'

pcison, mer'curic chloride, explosive substance or heatinE

slrbstance..or. mercuric or bi-chloride or mercury' a white

cr ystallin e"whth" agts as poison and includes a substance having

c')rroding effect.which is deleterious to httman body'

,r:ode" means the Code of CriminaI Procedure' 1898 (Act V of

1398);

"l:und" means the Fund created under section 22'

",fovernment" means the Federal Governmenu

",nedica'i -treatment" -shall incltrde surgeries or associated

procedures, nursing care, pnyiiotnerapy, psycliologiial support'

psychotheraPY et ci ., ''-. -(' '
11.:

".redical facility" means uny p'"tiibt either Government or

privatelY operated which dispenses m'edical treatment and 'other

r,:h abilitation services to public;

"medical persorinel" shall mean evety concerned medical staff'

officcr, doctor, surgeon, psychologist or hospital represelltative

before rvhom ,iil "it.it or burn attack victim has'been brought

{,)r tre atment;

"PPc" means the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 (Act XLV ol taeOl;

''rehabilitation" shall mean bringing or restoring a victinl to a

normal or optimal state of health, constructive activity' etc by

nredical treatment and physical or psychological therapy ind also

t,l prepare such victim for useful enrployment or successful

integration into society by counseling, training, etc; 
-.',

,:,,

(viii)

(ix)

(xl,r

ixi)

(xii)

(xiii)

(xiv)

(.2) Words :rnd phrases' used bu't not defined in this Act shall have the

meaning ascribed ther€rto in the PPC and the Code'

(xv)

(xvi)



3. overriding effect'-(1) Without prejudice to the provlsions of this Act' the

provisions oi the Code shall apPlY mutotis mutondis in respect ol cases under this Act:

Provided that if it appears that the accused has committed a difierent oflence under any

other law he may, if the court is competent to try that offence' be awarded such punishment as

may be prescribed.

(2) The Provisions of this Act shall havc an overridrng effect and shall be in addition

to and not in derogation to any other law for the time being in force

4. Application of certain laws" Victims of acid dttack or burn attack shall be

deemedtobepersonwithdisabilityandentitledtobene{itsandaIlmeasuresprescrib-gdunder
The Dlsabled Person (Employment and Rehabilitation) Ordinance' 1981 (XL of 1981)'

5.Criminalliabilities.-AlloffencescommittedunderthisActshallbecognizable,
n on-co m p ou nd able and non-bailable'

(3) Such amount which has been paid by the Government or the employer' as the

case maY be, shall be adjusted towards monetary relief payable by the convict as ordered in the

flnal ludgment or shalt be recovered as arrears of land revenue'

Chapter ll

lnvestigation, Trial and APPeal

5. offence of acid attack or burn attack'- Whoever commiLs or attemPts to commit

an offence of acid or burn attack shall-

(i) if such actlhas resulted in death of any person' be punished with punishment of

death; and

(ii) whoever intentionally causes hurt hY acid and burn attack shall be punished

with rigorous imprisonment for not more than seven years'

7, .Jnterim relief.- (1) The court may' at any stage of the trial and on an

appllcationbythevictlm,directtheGovernmenttogiveinterimmonetarfre|ieftothevictimto
meet the expenses incurred and losses suffered by him such relief maY include' but rs not

limited to,-

(a) loss of earning;

(b) medical exPenses; and

(c) damages on ac6ount of disfi8urement or disability'

(Z) The Government shall give monetary relief to the victirn within the Period

speclfied ln the order made in terms of sub-section (1) and in accordance with the terms

thereof.
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8. Reallzation of filles etc.- The amount of fine imposed by court will be

realized according to normal procedure provided under the Code 3nd part of such recovered

funds will be paid to tlre victim as compensation'

\i
9. Attempt to commit" Whoever attempts to commit an offence of acid attack or

burn attack shall be punished with imprisonment of either descriptic'n which may extend to

seven years and also v/ith fine trot exceeding five hundred thousand rupees'

lo. Alding, abettinE, collusion'- Whoever aids' abets or colludes in the commission

of acid or burn attack either singally or jointly which may inilude preparation of act or of

execution shall be guilty of committing thc said offcnce and shall be liable to rigorous

imprisonlnent uP to seven YeaIs.

fi, Medical personrrel'rePortinS, rexamination and other duties'- Save as otherwise

provided in section 1744 of the code if an acid or burn victim is brought to a medical officer,

basichealthunit,hospital,private,Governmentorsemi'governmentcontrolledhe'dlthcentre'
where medical services are provided shall immediately provide.initial trealment to the victim

and shall inform the nearest police station or concerned law cnforcing agencies and shall also

malntain a record in the hos[rital relating to the antecedents of the said victim, which may

include photogra Ph ic evi{.ence

12..Government.rurrfacilitiestoprovidemedicaltreatmentandrehabilitation..
(1) Government-run rnedical tacility-shall be under legal obligation to examine the victim or

ensure medical examination b_y competent person ii provide him with medieal treatment and

rehabilitation to treat the acid oi burn victims free of cost'

(Z) 'ii," .orri shall order thar appropriate action 6;e token -against the person'in

charge of the faciliry, if there is a contravention of the above Provision'

13. lnvestigation.- lnvestigation under this Act must be completed by a police

officer-in-charge of investigati,:n not below,the rank of inspec[or or sHo within thirty days of

the registration of. the FlR.

!4. punishment for defective investigition.. lf the court flnds during thr: cotrrse of

investigation or at the conclusion of the trial that the investigation officer or other concerned

officcrs have failed to carry ou:: the investiEation with due diligence or have failed to pursue the

case properly and are in brerach of their duties, the court shall punish such officer vrith

imprisonment which may extend to two yearsr or with fine, or with both by resortin8 to

summary pr:oceedings.

15. Trial time framr:.- Notwithstanding anything contained ih any other law for the

time being in force, the accused shalt bc prosecuted and the trial shall be conducted on day to

day basis and shall be concluded within sixty days. ::'.

16. . Protection of witness es.-(1)The court, trying an offence under this Act, may, on
'iipplication by a witness in any proceedinBs before. it oi by the public prosecutor in relation to
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such witness or on its own motion, Sive such directions as it may deem Iit' for rhe protection of

witness or witnesses, as the case may be'

(2) Any person who fails to comply with any direction issued under sub-sectlon (1)'

or any person who threatens or otherwise causss harassment to any such witness shall be

guiltyofanoffencepunishablewithimprisonmentwhichmayextendtotwoYearS,orwithfine

of not m.or,e than one hundred thousand rupees or with both'

17. Cognizance of the crime - On failure of lodging of a report by the notlfied officer

the complainant or aggrieved party shall have the riSht to lodBe complaint directly to the

concernedcourtandthecourtshalltakecognizanceuponsuchcomplaint.

18. Appeal.' Any person, aggrieved by the order or iudgment of convittion or

acquittal passed by Sessions Judge or Additional Sessions Judge may appeal to High Court

within a period of thirty days.

ChaPter Ill

Establishment of Acid and Burn crime Monitoring Board

19. constitution of Board.'(1) To implement the objectives of this Act' an Acid and

Burn Crime Monitoring Board shall be constituted for a period of five years within thirty days of

the commencement of this Act.

(21 The Boaidishall consist of following members keeping in view that there is at

least thlrty three percent women representation, namely: -

(i). Secretary Ministry of lnterior (GoP);

(ii) represehtative of Balt-ul-Maa l;

liii) two parliamentaria ns, at least one should be a woman;

(iv) one medical doctor in burn field;

(v) one lawYer;

1ri) ,. 
o retired Judge;

(vii) one rePresentative df 
nihi!'MifiistrY to which business of acid control

stands allocated;

(vlil) lnsPector'GeneralPolice;

(ix) one member of the National Commiision on the Status ot Women; and

(x) h^/o representatives from civil societY organizations working in the

relevant area.
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(3) The Governmer't shall nominate any of the members as chairpersof oJ the

8oa rd.

zo.RoleandresPonsibilitiesoftheBoard..(1)TheBoardwillhavethefollowing
role anl responsibilities, nameiy: '

(i) to ensure and monitor effective imPlementation of this Act;

(ii) to formulate policies of treatment, rehabilitation a ndl't-o provide

legal aid to the acid and burn victihs and take necessary steps to

irnptement and monitor these policies'

(iii)

(iv) to undertake research and propose mechanisms to curb crimes

reiated to acid and burn attacks;

iVf to formulate regulations within ninetY days'of commencenrent of

this Act containing detailed. mechanis'm of the Board operation,

fund mechanism, dispensation of fulrds, signatories and other

p ra ctica Iities;. an d

(Yi) to take other necessary steps In o#er !d''&ry out the obje-live-s of

this Act and above mentioned responsibiliti'es and dutie's'

zl..MeetingoftheBoard.-(1)TheBoardmaydecidetheprocedureofitsmeetirigsin
accordance with the c'bjective:. of thls Act as may be prescribed by regtrlations'

(z) All meetings of the Board ,tirtl u" t utd at a place and time determinerl by its

chairperson. Notwithstanding any other colsideration, there shall be at.least one meeting in

every three months.

(3) The quorum of ;r meeting shall be one-third of the total members of the Board'

Federal Acid and Eurn crin.," rraoni,oric,.ltJoturtal' runa, nehabititation of Acid and Burn

Victims, Free medical treatrnent and rehabilitation, free legal aid, and related provisions

ZZ. Acid znd Burn crime Monitoring Fund.- {1) The Governmen! shall allocate a

grant to the Board.

to organize necessary educational programs, campaigns and

,ctir',il"s f*'th" prrpor. of creating.public awareness about

adverse effects of the misuse of acid and its dangerous impact;

(2) The furrds shall be collected from the following sources, namely: -
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(i) annual grant from the Government;

(ii) Bait-ul-maal;

(iii) grants and aid given by international donors; and

i;.. (iv) funds provided by any non-gove rn men ta I organization, private donors or

individua I p h ilan th ro p ists.

(3) Funds may be maintained and utilized according to the procedure and in the

form determined by the rules made under this Act. 
:!(4) Chairperson of the Board shall be the principal accountlng officer.

(5) Oetailed procedure with respect to maintenance of fund account, process of

Srocuring funds as stated in sub-section (2) and operatron of funds shall be provided in the

rules.

23. Accountlng and auditing.- (1) The Board shall maintain accounts properly in line

with guidelines and polices contained in Government rules provided for such activities and

prepare an annual report.

(2) Auditor General of Pakistan shall audit the accounts of the Eoard yearly and shall

submit a copy of this auditJreport to the Government and to the Board.

24. Free medical treatment for acid and burn victims.- lt shall be the responsibility

of the Government to provide free medical treatment and rehabilitation tQ acid and burn

vlctims. All basic health units and Governmental hospitals in ls lama bad:Ca pita I Territori.(lcf)

shall be under duty to provide free medical treatment to acid and burn victims.

25, Rehabilltatlon centre for acid and burn victim.- (1) Government shall establish

one or more than one rehabilitation centre fo[ acld and burn victims.

(2) Governmental may declare any Government establishment as rehabilitation

centre of acld and burn victims through gazette notification.

26, Legal aid for the acid and bum victlm.- (1) Any victim or someone on his behalf

may apply to the Board for legal aid.

(2) After considering application submitted under sub-section (1), or perusing some

other information or considerinB its own assessment, the Board may decide to provide legal aid

to any acid and burn victim, either by appointinB a lawyer, or by engaging a lawyer of the

victim's choice on reasonable legal fee.



Chapter V

Provisions relate(l to women, children and dependants o{ victim etc

27. where acid anrr burn victim is a child.-rf acid and burn victim is a child, the
Board shall provide free accommodation, for two years where requirecr, at a suitable place and
ensure long term sustenance oi such victim.

's:'

28, Support for acirr or burn victim.- The Board shaI undortake responsibility for
providing free shelter, sustenance and basic needs till such time that the victim is financially
independent.

29-.. Dependents of vrctims- wherc,acid and burn victims has dependants, the goard
shall take the resPonsrbility of y:roviding sustenance or basic needs for such dependents till such
time any dependants become iinancialy independent and a bre to su pport the famiry.

30. Duty review and assess cases.- AI cases mentioned in sections 29, 30 and 31
shall be reviewed and assessed by the Board from time to time and pass appropriate ordcrs.

31. Duty to assist victim during regar proceedings.- It shal be the.duty of the Board
- to-ensure that acid and SLrn victim is protected from intimidation'bnd harassment during

course of his legal action.

Chapter Vl.''"

Miscellaneous

32. Power to make rules.- ln furtherance of the
Government may by notificaticn in officialGazette make rules.

ob.iecrives of rhis Act, rhe

33. Power to mak,: regulation.- The Board may, by notification in the official
Gazette, make regurations not inconsistent wifh'the provisions of this Act and the rules made
thereunder.

STI\TEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

' Acid throwing & burn crimes are increasing year by year. Hundreds of women and
children fall victim to this horrendous crime, with no possibirity to seek justice and support.

Due to the socioeconornic circumstsnces pertaining to victirr, ihe fear and stigrna they
are facing as well as thg hi3hry comprex nature of acid & burn injuries, a specific and
comprehensive Iegisration is n,reded. This wirr resurt in perpetrators iacing eifective dutorront,
victims accessinB and obtaining justice, avairing free rerevant medicar and psycho-sociar
rchabilitation services,
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(

It is imperative to redress a crime, which constitutes one of the most heinous violations

ofhumanghts'weneedtoensuretheprotectionanddignifiedlifeotPakistanicitizenswithin
the spirit of the internatlonal Conventions signed and ratified by the Pakistani state These

include UDtlR, CEDAW, CRC, ICCPR.

These efforts to address this crime in an effective manner is fully in accordance with the

principles of the Constitution of the lslamic Republic of Pakistan 1E73'

en_
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