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, ORDINANCENO. IOF2024

1. Short tide, extent, application and commencement--{1) This

Ordinance shall be calle{ the Apostille Ordiirance, 202d

to give effext.to the Contention on abolishing the requirement of
legalizatlon far the foreign pubtic documents

WlfiREAs it is e'xp€dient to give efftct,to the Cmvention on abolishing tte
requirenrat of legalization for tlie foreign public documents and for mafi€ds com€ct

thercwidr

AND wllEREAs the Senate and the Natiorral Assembly arc oot in session

and the President of'the lslamic Republic of Pakistan is satrsfied *rat

"ir"om"tu*o "rist 
which render.it necessary to take immediato Ttlon;

' Now, THE'REFoRE, in exercise of the p-owers conferred by clause (I) of
Article 89 of the consdmtion of the Islamic Republic. of, Pakistan, the Presideat

of the Islamic Republic ' of Pakistan is pleased to inake and promulgate the

following Ord.inance:---1

It is herebY enacted as follows:-

(2) . It shatl extend to whole of Pakistan.

(3) It shall apply to,foreigr public doouirearts'and'other public

documetits .as specified ftom rime to tim" in the offioial G4zette by the Federit

Govemment.

(4) lt shall come into force Pt once

2 De{initions.{1) In this Act, unless the context or subjecj

otlerwise requires, -
(a) "cerrification" means certification lhat authedticates the origrn

of the documents and not the conterits;

1b) "competent authoriq/'means the division to which brrsiness

ofthi! ect stands allocared or any other authoriry declared by

the Federal Govemmertt to be a conipetent authority requircd

under the Convention;

(c) "Convention" or. "Apostille Convsntion" means tho Hague

Convendon AbolishlSg the requirement of iegalization lor

foreign public docirments, dbne at the Hague on the 5th da)'

of Octbtrr 1961, rhe english text of which is set out in l-hc

First Schedule and includes any ratified protocols;

"Convettion Statel m€aos a state parly to the Convention

other thn Pakistan, but does not include.-
(d)

(0 any state party th?t objected to Pakistanls accession to

the Convention; and
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(ii) any state parly whose accession to tle Convention

Pakistan obiected to; and

(e) *model certificate'or "apostille certificate" mear:s the model
certificate set out in the Annexure to the ConventiLon.

(2) The Federal Government may, by notification in the of{icial
Gazette, amend the Schedule in conformity with any amendrrierrtr made and

adopted in the Conicntion, provided that such amendments shall be adopted and

ratified by the Govetnment of Pakistan.

4. Fees.-The competent authority may, be notification in the oificial
Gazette, determine fees irr rclation to the issuanca of aPostille certificates frorn
time to time.

5. Power not to recognize tertain documents in Fekistan.-The
application of those foreign docrunents shall be ineffective, rvhich lhll urithin the

ambit of Apostille Convention but are against the glory of Islam and National
interests, sovereigntyqliitnregrity.of Pakistan.

6. Overriding effect.-The provisions of this Ordinanr:e shall have

efie* nctwithrtanding anything to ihe contrary eontained in any ,l'ther law, for
:he time being in fmce.

7. lndemdty.-No suit, prosecution or orher legal pror:eedings shall

lie against any person for anything which is done or intended to be done in good

faith in pursuance of tlis Ordinance.

8. Power to m*ke rul,e,s 'The federal Governme.nt may, be

notification in the official Gazette, make rule for carqting out the Prrpos€s of this
(kdinance.

ll. Conferment of certification.-*( 1) Notwithstandine anything to
the contrary contained in any other law, the provisions of the C,orrvention shall

have the force of law in Pakistan.
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I t. r( llt trt t.l. ](r, I

l\r't rtthrnt I nnrl .11

lttxlr l

I I }}r frr\cnt fr!r1?nli{)n rtr"rll appl;- to ;nrhlic &rumcnts Rhlch hfiw bcdt cietuted ln th€

l!nrlr{\ rrl r}n!' ('rx}lrffltnF !,,talc arhl| which hsve to be ptpduccd ln tia tenitory of
, rthrt ('rlnt|":rcl rr:g Stalc.

: I r.r tllt lxrrfrrlr.; of thc ff$5{nl Conrtntion. tht fOllowiry lle dcemsd lo be public

rlr\.tlnrt nts:

a, dnflfirfn3 siunrrlng Itom .n outhority ot sn omclal coNactcd with the courrr

r* lnt{ttlrh or rh!. st tc. irrcluding lhosc 0nl.rnElihg fmm a publlc Prosecutor, a

.lcrt of .r !'orrn o{ Jrrt}e*s'serY€r ("huissicr tlojrrsticc");

h) aJminitlriliYe tlxumcft ts;

cI rdrrial Etri

d) oiticial ccrtijicorcs which are placed on documents signcd by persors in their

priTatc capecity, such as olliqial certificarcs reoording the rcgistration of a

docrllrEnl Or thc fact that it was in existence on a c.€rtain date and official and

rxxarial authentications of signatures'

3. I lo*cwr. tbc prescot Crnvcntion shall not applyr

a) to docurncnts cxeculed by diplomatic or consular agents;

b) to administmtivc documents dealing directly with commercial or customs

op€r6tions.

.ltralclc 2

Elslr Conrrrcling Starc shall exempl from legalisation documents to which the present

Conwntion apptics and ryhich have lo be produced in its territory. For the purposes of the

prermt Corfidltion. legalimrion meaos only the formality by which rhe diplomatic or consular

lgcnrs of rhe counrry. in which the document has to be produced certify the authenlicity of the

xignaurr. rhr capacitl, in which the person signing the document has acted and, where

sppnopriEtc. tic idenrity ol lhe seal or slamp which it bears'

Arlicle3

l. Ttre only foffnaliry thar may be required in order to certify the authenticity of the

signoture, tlre capacity in which the person signing the docunrent has acled 8nd' where

appropriatc, r6e i<leniity of the seal or stamp which it bears, is the addition of the



+-
\!ilrlir.rl! \l(.'.lll\.1 ll, ,\rllrl. '1, r..lr!(l tr\ llt! !,'llll)cl!'ll( Jtlihrltll) of thc Sl'llt liom

\\[rir ll lhr. (k|(ult}unl (nl tlitl!'r,
I l(,\r\rr. thr' hxrnrlitl tn(Dliolril iu thc prcct'tling plltugroph clnnot be rcquirtd when

sllhcr th!' lrts, tcgulalitrns. or pr$clicc in lir"*c in the State wherc fiG documenl is

yrrrrlurrrl rrr utr lBt..'cmtnl hctr""cn t..., or nlorc Conlracting Stales have abolished or

rirnplil'rcrl il. rrt crr'ntpl thr.' tlottlmclll itsclf from lcgnlisalion'

Articlt 5

't

l}c ccnificut,." referrsd to iu thc lirst pamgraph of Articlc 3 shall bs placed on the

dujunrorl il*ll'ur un ott '\rllonge'; it sliull bc irl the lornr of the model anuexed to the

Ftcscnl Conl'ctllioll.
lr nr"1,. ho*.tt'"r. bc drarvtr up in the official language of thc authority which lssues it'
'l}c standnnl rtnrs appctring therein msy be in a seconCl language also' The title
;apooitt" lcour"ntion ic La Haye du 5 Ocrober l96l)" shall tre in the French language.

'l}rc cenificotc shall be issuetl at the requesl of rhe person wbo has signed lhe document

or of any bcarcr.
wt n y,mp"ay filled in, it will certify lhe authenticity of th'l signature, the capacity in-

wfiich ihe person signing the documenr has acted and, where appropriate, the idcntity of

thc seal or starnp rvhich the document bears.

The signature, seal and stamp on rhe ceniticate are exempl frorn all certifigation'

Articlc 6

l. Each contracriog srare shall designale by reference lo their oflicial function' the

aurhoriries rvlro are competent to issue lhe certilicate referred to in the first paragraph of
Anicle 3'

2. Il shall give notice of such designation to the Minislry of Foreigr Affairs of the

Netherlands ar the time it deposits ils inslrument of mtification or of aecession or its

deelaratioo of extension. It ihsll also give notice of any change ln the designated

authoriti es.

Article 7

l. Each of rhe authorities designaled in accordance with Article 6 shall keep a rcgister or card

index in which it shall record the cenificates issued, specifying:

a) the number and date of the ce*ificate,

b) the name of the Person signing the public document and the caPacity in which

he has acted, or inlhe case of unsigned documents' the name of the authotity

which has aflixed the seal or smmP.

.\rti(lr {



- \t tlrr'tr'(llc\: r,t .ri\ r L i.rl 1.r'rrr IIl( ittrIIl',riI\ rrlri, l, 1,., i ,ri,t tlrr' fcrtil'lcilts shirll

reril'r rtltttlttl llt,; p.utt,,trl:rt. rrr tlrc r.r,tliliuarc (ttnerPotld rrillt tllosc itl lltc tegisler or card

rndcr.

A rl iclc ll

\\'hcn ir ltlxt], cottr!'trliotl {)r it!}r('cll'lcllt b!'lwecn lwo or Dlorc Conlructil'}g Stalcs contains

pr(r|isi(lns rrhiclr sulr.iecr thc ccrriicalion ol'0 signuttlrc, se$l or stailrP to cerlain formalities',the

pt(.scnt cou\,!. ti(rrr rrill orrl.r or'!- idc such provisions ifthose fornralities are more rigorous thao

thr. fomulity rL'f!'rrcd to in Articlcs 3 and 4'

Articlc 9

liach contracting Srarc shall rakc tlrc nccessafy steps lo prevent the performance of legalisations

bf irs tliplonrlr-ic or colsular agettts in cases rvherc the plesent convenlion provides for

excmption.

Arlirlc l0

1}e prcsent convenrion shsll be open for signature by the statcs represented at the Ninth session

of r}e Hague conferencc on Privfite lnlernalional Law and lceland, Ireland, Liechtenstein and

Turkey.

Ir shall be rarified, and lhe insrruments of ratification shall ba deposited with the Ministry of

Forcign Affairs of the Netherlands

Article I I

l. The presenr Convenrion shall enter into force on the sixtieth day after the deposit of tlre

third instrument of ratification referred to in the second paragraph of Article l0'
2. The Convention shall enler into force for each signatory State which ralifies subsequently

on the sixtieth day after'the deposit of its instrument ofratification.

Article l2

l. Any Srare nor referred to in Article l0 may accede to the present Convention after it has

entered into force in accordance with the lirst paragraph of Article ll. The instrument of
accession shall be deposircd with the Ministry of Foreign Alfairs of the Netherlands.

2. Such accession shall have effect only as regards the relations between tlre acceding State

and those Contracling States which have not raised an objection to its accession in the six

monlhs after the receipt of the notification referred to in sub-paragraph d) of Anicle 15.

Any such objection shall be notified to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the

Netherlands.
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.) I hs ( r,lrrsrrttlrr rltitll sll(l irttu lirrgg u5 [ret\\(fll tltr.' itctctlitrg Statu and the Statcs whi(h

llrvs raiserl ro rrhicclion lo ils rtccession on thc sixlieth (llU' slicr the expiry ol'the period

\rl'si\ urontlr) ttlctlti\rncd in the pruceding Potagrnph.

Articlt ll

An1' Stote nllr)'. $t thL' tinrc of signuture, ratificntion or accession' deslare that the present

Conrenrion shlll exlcntt ro *ff ,fi" r"rriJ"r'i"r ,f* intcrnatiorral relations of which it is

rcsponsiblc. or (o otle or "t"* ofifr.*"io.t, u a"tturari'n shall lake €ffect on thc datc of

cntq' into [on-c of the Convcntion l'or the Stste concerned'

Ar {n}' timc thercaftcr' 
",.r, 

*.*io,it-thall be notified tc' lhe Ministry of Foreign

A l'lhin oI the Nethcrlands.

when rhc declaration of extension is rnade by a state which has signed and ralilied',the

convcnrion shall er)rer ir,o ror"J'i*,tii"rriiori". concerned in accoldance with Article

ll. \\'hcn lhc decllration "r;i;;.i", 
is nade by a Stare which has acceded' the

Convclrion shall enter i"ro ror*'io, rr," t.i'iio'itt concc""d in accordance with Article

12.

3.

^rricle 
lil

l. Thc present Convenrion shall remain in force for five years from thc dale of its entry into

force in accordance rvith rhe firsr paragraph of Article ll' even for States which have

ratitied it or acceded lo it subsequently.

2. lf there lLas been no denunciation' tie Convention shall be renewcd tacitly every live

years.

3, Any denunciation shall be notilied lo the Mir stry of Foreign Affain of the Netherlands

at lcasl six months before the end of the five year period'

4. It may be limited to cerlain ofthe territories to which the Conventiou applies'

5. The denunciation will only have effect as regards the Stare whioh has notified it. The

Convention shall remain in force for the other Contracting States'

Article 15

The Minisrry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands shall give notice to the states referred to in

Arriclc 10, and ro rhe Srates which have accedcd in accordance with Article 12, of the following:

a) the notifications refened to in the second paragraph ofArticle 6;

b) the signatures and ratifications refened to in Article l0;
c) the date on wlrich lhe present Convention enlers inlo forte in accordance with

the first paragaph of Arlicle I I ;

d) thc accessions and objections referred to in Aakile 12 and the date on which

such accessions take effecu

e) the extensions referred lo in A(icle l3 and the date on which they take effect;

1) the denunciations referred to in the third paragraph' of Article l4'



7-
'f I lL SClll:,l)ULlr N0.tt

N Ot) ri r, Al,os1't t,t_li ctittl'lncAl'E

APOS?'II,I,I!
(Corrvcrrlion tle La lla du 5 octobrc l96l

Cour:lrr,:
Pa s:
'[his public doc u nren I
Le ntactc ub lic

h rrs bcrn signctl bv

a ct{signi par
acling in lhc cnpxci(),ol'
agissr:rt cn qualiti dc

bcrrs thc sc:ll / stnnlp of
cstrcv0tu drr scciu't / linrbrc de

Ccrtificd
Attestd

This Aposrille only cenilies lhe aulhenticity ofthe signature and the capacity o['the person wh(

has signed the public document, and, where appropriate, the identity ofthe seal ol stamp whict

lhe public documenl bears.

the
le

A(
a

B1'

pat

No
sous no

Signaturc3
Signature :

Scal / stantp:
Sceau / timbre :

1-his Apostille does nor certify the contenl of the document for which it was issued.

['lhis Aposrille is nor valitl for use anywhere within [insert the name of the Statc ofissuance,

incl, where possible and relevant, the territories to which the Apostille Conver:ilon has been

extendedl.l

[To verify the issuance of this Apostilte, see [insert the URL of the e-Registerl]
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'I'IIE SCIIEDULE NO, IIt

COMPIIIEN'I 
^UI'I.IORITIES 

FOR CEI{TTYING

I'AKIS'I'AN PUBLIC DOCUMBNTS

ThisOrdinanceseekstosimplifitheauthenticationprocessofpublic

documents to be used abroad by abolishing the traditional and cumbersome

legalization process and replacing it with a single formality, thus significantly

reducing the requirements to visit Embassies/Consulates lbr overseas Pakistanis'

This Bill also seeks to empower Federal Govemment to make rules for carrying out

the purposes of the Apostille Ordinance 2024.

The ordinance has been designed to achieve the aforesaid objectives.2

llnl ceu orlrl! a rhthco mu en sDuthoritY

frorn time lo time

Irj

lactisatis
i:ssued

theectSe ll t(rbdocumenlslcuP bl
n uth0rityfo Comtheon pete

nsrucnsuhro gh

l\,linistry of Forei
authoritY aPP

gn Aft'airs and anY other

roved by the Federal

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REA-SONS

(SENATOR MOHTI.MMAD ISHAQ DAR)

shall

administ.r'ativeGovernncnt


