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WIIEREAS, it is expedient further to amend the Official Secrets Act, lg23 CmX of l9Z3),
inthemannerandfortheptrrposesIrereinafterappearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows: -

I' Short title and commenccment. - (1) This Act shall be called the Official Secrets'

(2) It shall come into force at once ,'

2. ' Amendment of section2, AetXIX of 1923.- In the Official Secrets Act, tg13 (XIX of
l923),hereirrafterreferredtoastlresaidAct,insection2,-

(a) for clause (3), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

''(3) "docunlent" includes any written, unwritten, virtual, electronic, cligital, or
any other tangible or intangible instrument, and inclutles part of such

document, the plans, measures, activities, controcts, agreernents,

memorandums, etc. related to procurements of supplies of or sales of
e to military capability and

potential and woulcl be needed by the state in tilne of peace alcl war:";
(b) after clause (3), anrended as aforesaid, the following new clause (3A) shall be inserted,

ruamely: 
l"(3A) "intelligence agency" rneans, tnter alia, the Directofate General of

Inter-s cruices Intelii glnce and Intelligence Btreiu;";
(c) for clause (5), the following shali be substituted, namely:-

"(5) "Munitions of war" includes the whole or any part of any ship,

subrnarine, airctaft, tank, vehicles or similar 6ngine, arms and

armnunition, torpedo, or mine intended or adopted for use in waro and

any other article, equipment, material, device or capability, system or
platform including digital, physical, virtual, electronic, vehicular use

by the Armed Forces, whether actual or proposed, intendecl for such

use;";

(d) in clause (B),-
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ri in sub-ctause t$r'"r rhe r"H:n ..estabrishment,,, 
the expressions

"office, camp office or part of buildirg", and after the worcls ooin time of ,,

the words "peace 
Tfr" shall be insefied respectivery;

il:il,Xi;""ffi-:H-ffiJ:I;''lhe words "u'v occess;,

in clause (d),-

(A)After the words'ochannel',, th_e worcls ..or any strategic

infrastrucfure,, shall be inserted;

(B) After the word "water", the words "or air', shall be insertecl;

(c) After the words "aoy place used.,,, the worcls ,,for modem

commLlnicatioh nleans," shall be inserted; and

(D)After the word"munitions", tho words ,.related to defence,,

shall be instered;

(iv)l after clause (d), amended as aforesaicl, the fbllowing new clauses (e) ancl (fr
shall, be inserted, namely:-

"(P) any place temporarily occupied by armed forces fbr the purpose o1. w2,

,i,.
, in camera briefings;

(01 any plac e, any land, builcling or a property situated in Pakistan or anywhere
I in the world having physical or virtual custody or storage of protected

information or an asset, the access to ancl use of which is prejuclicial to the

safety or interest of Pakistan.,,;

altpr glause 8, amencled as aforesaid, the following new clause (BA) be insprtecl,

t'(BA) Enemy. For the purpose of this Act means "a.ry person who is
directly or indirectly, intentionally or unintentionally workirrg for or

engaged with the foreign power, foreign agent, Non-State Actor,

organization, entity, association or grollp guilty of a particular act

tending to show a purpose that is prejudicial to the saf'ety and ipterest

of Pakistan;";
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(0 in clause (9), at the end, the worcl "and", shall be omitted, and in clause (10), for full
stop at the e1d, the expression ";and" shall be inserted ancl thereafter, the following new
clause (l l) shall be inserted, namely:-

"(1 1) "unauthorized access" lneans without authorization any physical, electronic,
or virhral access or contact, direct or indirect, to a prohibited place, an

inlbrmation system, application, network, data, processed or derived, or any

such document or tesource or prohibited place which is not available for
access by gencral public.,'.

Amendrnentofsection3,xIxof1923.-InthesaidAct,insectiotr3,-

(a)' for marginal heading and sub-section (1), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

"3' Offence (1) A person shall commit an offence under this sedtion If he

intentionally f,or any purpose prejudicial to public orcler, defence, safety or interests
of the State,-

(a) approaches, inspects, passes over or is in the vicinity of or Qnters, attacks,

destroys or otherwise undermines any prohibited place; or 
:

(b) makes any sketch, plan, model, or note which is calculated to be or rniglrt
be or is intended to be, directly or indirectly, useful to an eneml;

(") obtains, collects, records or publishes or comrnunicates to any other person

any secret official code or password, or any electronic or modern dcvice,

sketch, plan, model, article or note or other document or information, in any

manner what.soever, which is c4loplated to be or might be or is intencted to

be,directlyorinclirectly,usefu}toan*ne,oyoftheState;

(d) gains unautho rized access to clocunent or infonnation frorn within or
out.side of Pakistan with or without use of electronic or modern devices;

(e) causes an ulilIlanued vehicle or device to accesso enter, inspect, pass over or
under, approach"or be in the vicinity of a prohibited place; afld'

(0 disclosure or retention of any activity, information, document; relatecl to
invention, researclt, developmcnt, procluction, maintenance, operation,

storage and disposal of weapons, 
"nq:ip*ent 

or any capability of these

forces, and access to or unauthoriidd disclosure of which is prejudicial
to the safuty and intcrest of pakistan.,,.
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(b) in zub-section (2), after the words " anything such a", the worcls "prohibited plar:e,

relatod to work of defence cluring peace or war by land, sea or air " shall be insertecl

and after the expressiortr 
,"collectecl,", 

wherever occurring, the expression
ooret&ined," shall be inserted;or

l(c) in sub-section (3), in clause (a), for the words "a foreign powor", the wcrrd

l'qpetny" shall be substitutecl, ancl atter the expression "defence,", the worcl

t'military" shall be inserted

4. Arnendrnent of seetion 34, XIX of 1923.- ln the said Act, in section 3A, in sub-section (L), after i:t"re

words "place or area", the expression "any document, w-ork of defence, by using any digital,

analogue or virtual device or moans" shall be insertecl

5. Arneudrnent of section 4, XnX of {p23.- In the said Act, in section 4, for marginial

heading ancl snb-section (2), the following'Stratt be substituted, namely:-

"4, Com*lunic&tioxls wittr enerny or t'oreign flgents to be evitilencc rlf counmissiroru

of certain offence.-

(2) For the purpose of this section, burt without prejuclice to the generality of the fbregoing

: PIovision, -
(a) ' a person may be presumed to have been in commuirication with enerny or a foreigrr agent

if:--

(i) he has, eirher within or without Pakistan visited the address of a foreign ageni or

consorted or associated with enemy or a fbreign agent, or

(ii) either within or without Pakistan, the nalne or address of, an el)cnly or any olher

information regarding, an enemy foreign agent has been fbtrntl in tris posscssir:,tr,

,, or has been obtainecl by him from any other person

(tl) the expression "enemy or foreign agent" includes any person who is or has been or in

respect of whom it appears that there are reasonable grounds for suspecting hinr of berirng

or [raving been employed by, an enemy either directty or indirectly, for ttre purpose of

committlng an act, either within or without Pakistan, prejucllcial to the safety or interests of the

State, or who has or is reasonably suspected of having, either within or without Pakis t;rn,

committed, or attempted to commit, such an act in the interests of or an enemy;

(c) any address, whether within or without Pakistan, in respect of which it appears that tl"rerre

iire reasonable grounds for suspecting it of being an address used for the receipt of

cbmmunications intended for an enemy or a r"oreign agent; or any adclress at wtriclr an
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enemy or a foreign agent resides, or to which he resorts for the purpose of giving or
receiving communications, or at which he carries on any business, may be presumed to
be the address of a an enemy or a foreign agent, and communications addretsed to such
an address to be communications with an enemy or a foreign agent.,,. i4' z\nnemdment of section 5, xIX at 1923.- In the said Act, in section 5, in sub.section (t),-

(a) after the words "proltibited place", the words "relates to the activities of Armed Forces
during peace and war', shall be inserted;_

(b) after the words "has obtairted", the words "or retained" shall be inserted; a,d
(") in clause (b) for the words "foreign power" the word ,,enemy,, 

shall be substituted

' 7' Insdrtion of section 6A, z\ct XIX of \923.- In the said Act. after section 6, the:followi,g
new section 6r\, shall be inserted, namely:-

"6/\" {Jmautltorized clisctro.sure of irtrentities, etc. -* (1) A person shall cornrnit
an offencc who intentionally acting in any manner prejuclicial to public order, safety,
inl'crests or clefbnse of Pakistan, or any part thereof, discloses in such a manner that expose,s
the identity of such unclisclosed persous in any mamers the identity of the mernbers ol.the
intelligence agencies, or the infbmants or sources thereof. .

(2) whoever commits an offence under sub-section (1) shall be liable to pu-nishrnr:nt of
imprisonment for a tenn which may exten<I to tluee years, or witlr fine whic.h may
extend to one million rupees, or with both.

Any person who abets, incites, conspire..; or attempts to comrnit the offence under
sub-section (1) shall be liable to the same punishrnent provided for under sub-
section(2).-. T '-

& Arnerrdlnent of sectiom g, Act xrx of 1g;,2s. - Irr the said Act, for section 9, the
flollowing shall be substituted, namely:

'*9" Attenlpts, f,ncitemremts, etc.- Any person who incites to comrnit,
conspires to cotnlnit, attenrpts-to commit, aicls or abets the commission of an offb,ce
under this Act shall be punishablc with the same punishment, and be liable to
proceeded a'gainst in the same Inanner as if he had committed such offence.,,.

'l " zdmemdrment of section 1 l , ,1tct XIX of tg23,.- In the said Act, in section I l, after s,b-
sectiotr (2), the following new sub*section (2A) shall be in$erted, namely:-

(3)
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r','(pA) Notwithstanding anythirrg containecl in this Act or in any other law tbr: thr;

time being in force, the Intelligence Agencies may, at any time, enter and search any persoll

or place, without warrant, and if nqcpssary, by use of force, and seize any document, sketch ,

)

plan, model, article, note, weapon, ammunition, electronic or moclern devices or anythin g

of like nitur", or anything which is or can be eviclence of an offence corunitted, c'r

suspectin$ of been committed, under this Act'"'

Arnendment of section tzr det xrx ofi 1923.- In the s.aicl Act, in sectio n l2,-

(A) the existing provision thereof shall be numberecl as sub-section (1) thereof;

(B) in sub-section (1), numberecl as aforesaid,-

(i) in clause (b), for the word 'ofourteen", the word 'oten" shall be substinrted; arrcl

, (a) after the worcl "palcistan", the words "or an intelligence agency" slutll

be insertecl;

(b) for the worcl "luagist rile", occurring twice, ttre word "special Cottt't"

shall be substituted; and
:

(c) after the word "Cocle", the worcls "shall be" shall be inserted, and

(c) after sub-section (l), numbered and amenclecl as atbresaid, the following rrew st'b-

section (2) shall be aclded' namely:-

,,(2) the material seizecl during arrest of an accusecl tly an r:fficer of ttre intelligerLce

aggney qtrall be hancled over by hirn to the investigating officer or the head of the Joint

-l{- {nsertion of new section lzA, Act xrx of 1923"- In the said Act, after section l2' arrencle:d

as aforesaid, tlre,followi,g new sections llland 128 shall be inserted' namely:-

6'1.2A,. Iurvestigation etc.- (1) An ilvestigating otficer under ttris Act shall be etu officel of

the Fecleral Investigating Agency not below the rarrk- of BPs-17 or ecluivalent' '[he said

offioer shall be designatecl by the Director General, Federal Investigating Agency lbr ttre

purposes of investigation. If the Director General, Fecleral lnvestigating Agerlcy det:nrs

necessary, he may constitute a Joint Investigation Team, conve,e by such oflicer a*rl

consisting of such ottrer otficers of intelligence agencies as tre may appoint' 'I'he Joint
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co-optanyadditionalpersonftomarryFederalorProvincial

as it deems appropriate for irrvestigation:

.- In the said Act' aftpr sectron 1 5 ' 
the

19 - Imserrtiom of rlew sectimm 16' '{ct XIX of 1923

l. rs

following new section 1(r shall be insertccl' namely:-

o'section t6' Power to naaXre rules' The Federat

the pu.r-pose and obiect of thrs Act'

Investigation Team may

insti l.tr.ti on or departllrent

proviclecl that thc offenoe relat-es to civil espionage' shall be investigated by Federal

investigation Agency or Joint l*vestigation Team, or as t'e case may be'

Q) Ttre investigating officer or the .rIT, as the case may be' shall conrplete the

investigation in respect of cases triable by the court establishod or designated under sectrotl

l3 within thirty working days. The report under section 173 ofthe code shall be signed

ana fonruarcred by the investigating officer appointed under sub-section (1) ttrrough putrlic

prosecutor to thc court:

rz', .arlrrissihitity of mrateriatr contrectetr.- Notwithstanding anything contained in

arry other raw for the time being in force, all material collected during the cours. of inqtriry

or investigzrtion, incrucring electronic devices, data' information' documents' or suoh other

reratecl nrateriat, whicrr facilitates trre comrnission of any r:ffence *nder this Aot' shail be

Government maY make'rules to carrYout

In view

Secret Act' 19

make this Act
23 (xIX of 1923)' to cnsure sa

it is quite imP
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