
i'.' ld3 INrnooucnD IN rHE NATToNAL AssEMBLyl

A
Brtt_

A B)il ot Pailla rent to'prescribe the pr;nciples, conditions and procedures fcr the grantin8,
exclusion, cessation, cancellation and revocation of refugee status, as well as the status, rights and
obligations of applicants for refirgee status and persons recognired 6s refugees in the lslamic
Republic of Pakistan.

Recognizing the sanctity of the principle of asylum in lslam e lbedded in the Holy euran and

recalling the flight of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) f.om p€rse.ution in Makka to Madina in the
yeat 622 meklng Hijroh a fundamentalevent in the lslamh hlstory;

Recalling the spirit of Article 227 of the Constitutiofi of the lslami. Repdrk of Pakistan to make all

law in conformiw with the iniunctions of lslam al laid down in the Holy Ckrran and Sunnah of the
Holy Prophet (PBUH);

WHEREAS it is expedlent to re8ulate th€ htal status of rc4r8eg3 and applicants for Efugee status in
the lslamic Republic of Pakistah and !o recognire the riSht lq seek and enjoy rcfugee status in the
lslamic Republic of Pakistan;

It is hereby enacted as folldws:-

1. Short title, extent and aommencement. - {1) This Ad may be called the National Refugee

Eill,2,o2.,a,
(2) ltextends to the whole of Pakista&

Pcrpos€ ofthe Act. -(1) For the purpose of this Act, the recognition as a refu8ee shall be

considered a peacellrland humanitarian act and shall not be considered hostile and shall not
imply any]rdgment on th€ country of oriSin of the refueee or any other country.

(2) The Gove.Drhent olthe lslamic Republ;c of Pakistan has the sovereiSn right to regulate

rights and obll8ations of refugee and applicants for refugee status on its territory in

accordance with its obliSations under the international human rights conventions and this

Act.

Non.obstante clause. - (1) The provisions of this Act shall have effeat notwithstanding the
provisions of any other law includingThe Forcigners Act, 7946 and any other administrative
procedures already in place.

4. Definitions. - Inthis Act !inless the context othen&ise requiresi-

(a) "ForeiBner" means a person who is not a citizen of Pakistan as defiied under sectaon

2 (a)ofThe Foreagners Act, 1946;
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{3) lt shall come into for€e at once.



{b} ' Refugee protectionx means the system of prctedion and assistance granted to
persons qualifyilg for refugee status in the lslamic Republic of Pakistan, which
guarantees;ll ttre rithts tranted under this Act, in panicular the application of the
principle of non-refoulement as deflned in sedion 5, as well as, under other relevant
legislation of th{r lslamic Republic of Pakistan anci in accordance with its obligations
under the internatlonal Human Rights Conventionsj

(cl 'Applicant for refugee status' means any Derson who has exoressed a wish to seek
international pn)tedion, whether by lormal application o. by physically presenting
himself/hersell and whose claim has not yet been finally decided in the lslamic
Republic of Paki5tan according to section 13 ofthis Adl

(d) "Refugee" has the meanin8 assigned thereto ln recdon 13 ofthis Actj

(e) 5ua p/dae refrrgee" means a pe6on {*ro was not a refugee when hc/she Ieft his/her
country, but who becomes a refugea * a laterdate;

(f) "Refugee stptus" means the stat(B lranted to a refugee bV tha €ovehment of the
lslamic Republlc of Pakist?n either a{t r approycl of refugee st&.}sunder indMdual
refugee status Jetermination procedunrt lndi 3edion 13 or thrqlh recoSnition
under prima faaie proaaduci under section 14 ofthis AcU

lgl "Ptifio focie reFu8ees' means persona re€o8nizlrd ts refuSees in situation of mass'
influx des(ribed unde. section 14 for rratdls speciflird h section 13 of thrs Acti

(h) "Natien6fihy'.' m,:an6 lhe le8al bond b.twcen a pe.rdfl and a state;

(i) "Country of,'nationaEr/ in relation to a person who has more than one nationality.
means each oa the cq.*i!3 of whlch ttut person is a national;

U) "Stateleas" meanst person who i! nol considered as national by any state under the
op€ration of [! law;

(k) 'RefuSee commirsion' mei, Commission established under section 18 of this Act

a{d the Provlncld Rafu8ee Commisslon at the provinciallevel;

{l) "Refugea eomn raioner" means the Commissioner appointed under section 19 of this
Act;

(m)"Elltibiljty Officea means a pe6on appointed by the Refugee Commissloner to
adjudicate applications for refugee status;

(n) "Competenl arrthorities" means the responsible authoritles which have role in
procedures tor refugee statusi

(o, "Ministr/ means the Ministry of States and Frontier Regions;

(p) 'Ministe/ means the Minister for States ahd Frontier Regions;
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(q) 'CCAR' means the Chief Commissionerate of Afghan Refugees tslamabad;

(r) 'CAR' means the prcvincial Commissioherate ol Afghan Refugees;

(s) "Mol' means the Federal Ministry of lnterior;

(t)'FlA' mean{the Federal lnvesrigetion Agency;

(u) "Frontler Corp" mean personnel of the trontier Corp at official borders;

(v) "NADRA' means the National Database and Regtstration Authority of the lslamic
Republic ot Pakistan;

(w)'Proof of Registration cards' means the €r* ilsued to Atghan refugees by the
National Dbtabase and Reglstration Adsity h .2OO&2m7 and subsequently

(x) 'UNHCR" means the United !&ns Hith Commissiorfr\r Refutees and its
Representation in the lslamic RepLbL of Pakistan;

(y) 'Voluntary repatriatioD' means voluntary nttl D of a refuSee or applkrnt for refugee

status to his/her courtuy of nstionality or liditual residence based on a free and

lnformed decision;

1z) "Resettlc,rElf m€ans the resettlement of a rsfugee to athird countryi

(aa) 'CenH ReSistrf rEns the au6.rity established under section 22 (1) (0 that wlll
register lrd manaSc tie data of tlr refuSees and appllcants for refu8ee status in
Pakistan and*leir iacs! d reslden.e;

(bb) 'Appal a{thorlv means the !ficials appolnted by the Commissloner in each

refugee stds detrr&ination centre to adjudicate appeels aSalnst rejectlon,
cancellation, rrr,ocation oa cessation deaisions;

(cc)'Farnily membeB' means spouse, children, siblings and other famaly members
deplrd€nt on the applicant due to soclaland econohic reasons;

(dd) "Free letJ rU- means legal and para-legal asslstance which could be provided by

NGos, lawyeis and government to refugees and applicants applylng for refugeestatus
at allstage ofthe procedures described under this Act;

(ee) 'separated minor" means a minor who is separated from both parents or from

hls/her previous leSal or customary primaiy care_giver, but hot necessarily from other

relatives and may therefore include a child who 15 accompanied by other adult fumily

members;.

(ff) 'Unaccompanied minor" means a minor who is separated from both parents and

other relatives and is not being cared for by an adult who, by law or custom, 15

responsible for doing soj
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(gg) "Prescribed" m.ans prescribed by rules made under thls Ad;

(hh) 'Ace medns the National RefuBee Law, 2013

CHAPTER..II

Basic Principles

Non-refoulement. (1) No refugee or applicant for refugee 5tatus shall be forcibly
returned , expelled or extradited from the territory of the tslamic Republlc of Pakistan ln any
manner whatsoever t( t5e fronher ol leritories:

{a) Where his/her life or freedom would be threatqEd on account of his/her race,
reliSion, natlonality, membership of a particub rocial group or poliucal opinion,
regardless ofwhether or not he/she has formalh lBen granted reft See status; or

(bl Where his/her lfe, safety or freedom rolrtd be thr.taaoed by Seneralized violence,
forei8n aggresslons, internal conflict, 

'tEssive 
violation d human riShts or any other

circumslances seriously disruptirlC lirblic order; or

{c) Where there is l reasonable suspicion for believk{t}at he/she would be in danSer of
serious harm of death penalty or executlon or b€ing sublected to torture or other
inhuman or deeradinB $e4tment or punishmem.

(2) No refugee or applicant for refugee statB dlall be sent to a country where he/she is not
protected from being sent to 5uch a territory.

(3) Provided that th! provisior)s of rqb-sectioh (! dall not apply b a peBon wlth respect to whom
there are reasonable 8lounds to balhve that he/tha (onstitutes a threat to national seaurity, or $/ho
has been convicted of a Ec{io!s crime by a fina I court judtment, for which reason he/she constitutes
a danger to the aommunity.ol the blarnlc Republic of Pakistan. Any decision related to the removal
of any app[ca6t for Gfutee strtus on these gro{rnds sia{ be si]bjecttojudicial review in Pakistan.

P,ohibitlon ol Flrrltles td Hegal entry. - (1) An applicant for refugee status shall not be
ptrnbhed for unlaryful entry or st y in the lslamic Republic of Pakistan, p.ovided that he/she
subrCts an appllcatlon for refu8ee Etatus without delay and offers a reasonable explanat;on
tor hislher unlawful an$y or stay. This provision rhall, however, not apply to a person
described in toction 5 (31.

Prlnciple of l't'lri unlty. - (1) ln all actions unde. the scope of this Act, the principle of
famlly unity shall be observed unless the interest ofthe individual requlres otherw;se.

(2)The spouses orlh€ children under 18 years of age, of a refugee Branted refuSee status in
the lslamic Republic of Pakistan shal{ also be considered refugees, and accorded with
refugee status, if th€y reside together with the refugee in the territory of the lslamic

Republic of Pakistan ,nd do not possess any other nationality, different from that of the
refugee, providing them effective protection.

(3) Other family members of a refugee tranted status in the lslamic Republic of Pakistan, shall be

Included in his/her refug(e status if they live together with the refugee in the terrltory of the
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lslamic Republlc of Pakistan rnd are dependent on him/her and do not possess any other
nationallty, dlfferent from that ofthe refugee, providin8 them eftective proteciton.

(4) When a child meets the criteria stipulated in section 13 of this Act, his/her parents, mtnor
sisters and brotheas shall also be considered r€fugees, and. accorded with refuge€ status,
provided they live together with the refugee child in Pakistan and do not possess any other
nationality, different frpm that ofthe refugee. providing them effective protection.

(5) RefuSees who have been granted refugee status in pakistan shall be entitled to family
reunificatlon puast antto section 45 ofthis Act.

UNHCR'5 rol.. - (1) Applicants for refu8ee status and rdr8ees shall be entitled to contac
and receive visits from representatives of the Unitad Nations High Commissioner for
RefuSees, or their duly authorized representatives. tt rrrNtage ofthe procedu.e for refugee
status determination including in detention. ",,.

(2) The Refwee Commission shall notify \r +CR of the numbq of appticants, the types ot
decislons issued up6n the applications a6 v,ell as of other inform*idrl requested by UNHCR
necessary to exercise its supervisory respo$ibilities under its Statute.

Gende. equality in the paoaedure. - {1) Ap9&aris ior refugee status aild refugees may
be Siven an opportunity to haye afl ihterviewer and ilterpreter ofthe same sex where there
are reli8ious, gender, cultural or .ny ottEr reasons erprissed by the applicant

{2) Ihe principle referred to in ruEsection (1} $hall alrQys b€ applied in the cases of
conducting a sct(ij! body checks aDd other a(tbn! b the pr@dure presuppo3ing physical

contafi with m applicant fo( refuSee rlltlrs.

10. Provlslon of !0acial aEra lor pertons r,Ilr speailia needs. - The competent authorities
shall tel(. care in'tha refrgx **us detemr&ratlon procedure of the sperlflc sltuation of
pgrio'lr xfth tpecific ma(b who apply hr refqgte status, such as unaccompanied minors, or
persons comphtaly or prrtlCly deprived.od legal capacity, children separated from parents

or guardians, person! with d{sabilities, older people, pretnant women, sintle parents with
minor children and p€r5ons who were subjected to torture, rape or other serious forms of
psychological, physi.al or rexuai violeflce.

11. Specllia cgnsldaratlo.I tor unaccompanled and sepsrated mlnors. - (1) Where the
applicant is an unaccompaaried or separated manor, the followint provlsions shall apply for
the protection of &rd asaistance to such minors:

a. observlng the best interest of the child shall be a paramount consideration in all
procedures followed. This includes, wherever possiblc, facllitation of tracinS and

contact with familles, access to education and, appointment of a Suardian or legal

representative to represent the child in the procedures for refugee protection.

b. For the institutron of care and protection arran8ements, coordination shall be

established whh the Ministry of Social Welfare startinS from the earliest stages

followlng the identification ofthe unaccompanied or separated minor'

c. Siblings shall be kept together as much as possible in the light of best interests ofthe
children. taking Into account their ages and maturity levels The place of
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accommodation of una€companied minors shall not be changed unless it is
€ompulsoii,

d. Applications of unaccompanied and separated minors shall b€ processed on a
priority basis.

12, Oate protectlon. - (1) lnformation retarding any applicant for reluSee status or any
refugee shall not be shared with the country of origin, his/her relatives and other relevant
departments of the lsl€mic Republic of Pakistan as well as any other external ihquirers,
without priorauthorizat on bythe person concerned.

(2) The consent of the person concerned shall be r€quired before any disclosure of
information from an lidlvldual file to a third party.

CHAPTER {I
Criteria for trantint rdr ae€ st*.t

crtterle for .GfiJ3.c it.tus. - (U For ttr pt pose of this Ad, roiriee is a pe6on who:

,.\
(a) owing to a well-founded fea. of pa.rccution for reasons of rE)(eliglon, ethnicity,

membership of a particular social 8to.rp or po'Itkal opinion, is orqide of his/her
country of natirnallty alld is unable, o. .rrlng to such fear uFwilling to avail
himself/herself ofthe Froc.dion of that cor.tty; or

13.

(b) not havint a nationality qrd beira outside of ttle country of his/her habitual
residence i unqble or, owi.rg to such fear, u'lwillinglo return to that country; or

(c) forced to leave Hther coontry c,' origin or natioflality, or, ln case of a statel€ss
person hb/her placa of habiturl residence, because of armed conflict, external
aggressioG 'O(cl) pati.xl, forei8n ddnhation, other situations of violence or serious
lrrman rights vlobt 6m o. avents seriolsly disturbing public order in either part or
the fhdc of his//faa country of orlgin or nationality or habitual place of residence.

(d) For an indtradual wlth more than one nationaliw, the term "country of hls/her
natjonalit/ 5hrn mean edl of the countries of his/her nationality;

(2) Famtt, members of a refugee whose claim ls basecl on the same grounds as that of the
main apAaaant and wtlo are of the same nationality shal, qualify for derivatlve refugee
status, not ,Xhttlltdig the family members' right to applv ioa refugee status
independently,

(3) A person shall'not be a refuSee for the purpose of this Act if, havint more than one
nationality, he/she has not availed himself/herself of the protection of one of the
.ountries of which he/she is a national and has no valid reason, based on well founded
lear of pers€cution or a reason referred to in sub-sectaon (1) c, for not having availed
himself/herself of hs protecton.

(4) Provisions of thls A,:t shall not apply to persons who are at present receiving f.om
or8ans or agencies of the United Nations other than the unlted Nations High

Commissionerlor Refutees protection or assistance.
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Provided that when such protection or atsistance has aeased tor any reason,
without the position of such persons b€int definitively settled in accordance with the
relevant resolutions adopted by the 6eneral fusembly o, the United Nations, these
persons shall ,psoloato be entitled to the benefits of this Act.

(5) This Act shall not apply to a person who is reco8nized by the competent authorities of
the lslamic Republic of Pakistan as having the rights and obligations which are attached
to the possession of the nationality of the lslamic Republic of Pakistan.

on in situation o{ mass influx - (1) ln situation of mass influx into
lslamic Republic of Pakistan and when persons seeking refuge represent a visible and similar
pattern in the nature of their claims that demonstrate ir*arnational protection needs, and
where refugee status determination on an individual ba6lt would exceed the capaclty of the
Refugee Commission, the Minister in consultation wfth UNHCR may declar€ primo focie
refuSee status wlthout undergoingthe andividual prqcedurc outlined in chapter 5 ofthis Act.

+ (2) The provisions of sub-sedion (1) shall raroactively apply ts the Proof of Re8istratlon
(PoR) card holders who are registered wlth the National Database lld Registration Authorlty
in 2006-2007 and who renewed their Pd crrds in 201S2012. The * applies to peEons

who have been granted mandate refugee sEtla by UN|rcR on behal, oa iE Government of
the lslamlc Republfc of Pakistad,

15. Excluslon from relugee strtus. - {1} A person shtil be excluded from refugee status
whether individually g.anted or on a prima fsaie basis for the purpose ofthis Act if there are
serious reasons for considering:

(a) Hq/sha has corr'.ritted a crlme atrlnst pcEr, a war crime, or a crime atainst
humrnity as defr*d in the intaftrtlonal lnstruments drawn up to make provision

in resp6it of such arkrres;

(hl hc/rhe has committed a terious non-politlcal crlme outside the lslamic Republic

of Paild*an prior to his/her tdfiirsion to the lslamic Republi. of Pakistan as a
refugee;

(c) he,/she has been guiltY of acts contrary to the purposes and principles of the

United Natio6 affecting the natlonal security ofthe lslamic Republic of Paklstan

(2) Excluslon of an apgicant from international protection does not affed the refuSee

status ot his/hcr f!.nlly members provided thal none of the grounds for exclusion apply to

the other family Frlembeas.

16, Cesration ol,efuSee status. - {1) A person shall cease to be a refugee for the purposes of

thls Act if he/she:

(a) has voluntarily re-availed himsetf/herself of the protection of the country of his/her

nationality; or

14

8

(b) havinS lost his/her nationality, he/she has voluntarily reacqulred iti or



{c) has acqulred a oew nationallty and enjoys the protection of the country of his/her
new natlonality; o.

(d) has voluntarily re-established himself/herself in the country which he/she left or
outslde which he/she remained owing to fear of pers€cution; or

(e) can no lonSer. because the circumstances in connection with which he/she was

reco8nired as a refuBee have ceased to exist, continue to reluse to avall h;mself/herself

ofthe protecti6n o.his/her country of nationality; or

(f) being a person who has no nationality he/she is, b€cause of the circumstances in

connection with which he/she has been recognised aj a refugee have ceased to exit,
able to return to the country of his/her hatitual rcridence; or

(2) Provided that sub-section 1 (e) and (fi 5hall not apply b i{efugee who is able to invoke
compellint reasonS arising out of previous pcrsaaution for refuahtg to avail himself/herself of
the protection of the (ountry of his/he. cou.try nationality or to return to the country of
hls/her lormer habitua residence.

17. Can.ellation/rcvocation o, refugee statu.. - {1) Th. iefugee Comr*r;hner shall have
the power to initiate cancelhth{r procedure w{l.tt tl€re are serious reas.ms to consider
thatthe lnitial decision wasinco.ri4 because;

(a) the criteria tor re-fugee stat!5 refer.rd to in section 13 ofthis Act, was not het; or

(b) an excl6iolii{a{Be referred to in section 15 of thii Act, shallhave been epplied to the
appll.rnt"

(2) Where recogriton as a rcrugee is caRcCled, that person and the members of his/her
hmuy who have basr grantod derivatiw refuSee status shall be deemed not to have
been recoB$zed as ndlrgees. Pro,lridad thrt nothing in this sub-sectlon shall prevent a

member of tta f.rmry o, the persm roncerned from applyihg fror refu8ee status
indlvldually and being aonlrhrcd as a refugee.

(3) Ths reco8nition as a refugee bv the Refu8ee commission shall be revoked when
subs€qrent to the recognition a refugee engages in conduct that would bring him/hea
within tha.xclusion dalses referred to in section 15 (a)and (c) ofthis Ad.

x (4) However, lglroggg! ollhe refuBee status of the main applicant shall not affect the
d9rlyg_!'ye slnlu!-ot hh/her family members.

(5) cancellation or revocation shall be in accordanae with the procedures stipulated In

chapter 5 of this Act.

18. Establishment of the ReIuSee Commission. - (1) Refugee Commission shall be

est.blished under the Ministry, which shall be headed by the Refugee Commissioner. The
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Commission shall have corporate p€rsonality, public seal and the right of litlgation in its own
na me

(2) The Commission shall be under the supervision of the Minister, and he/ihe may issue
general diredlon thereto publla, and the Commlssion shall act accordlng to such dlrectlons.

,, (3) The seat of the Commission shall be in lslamabad, and it shall establish its ofllces in the
Provincia, Commlssionerates for Afghan Refugees in all provinces.

(4) The Refutee Commission shall comprise of as many officials and EliSibility Officers as

necessary and determined by the Commissloner to carry out responsibilities described und€r
thil Act.
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(5) The personnel of the Refugee Commission shall h$B.Gquisite expertise in .efugee law,
matters relatinS to immigration, human righB rod refi4he protedion and shall not be
subiect to rotation.

Appointment of the Refugee Con*aloner. - (1) The Reft{-, Commission shall be
headed by the Refugee Commissioner. rit shall be appointed by th)(ederal government
wlthin the Ministry.

{2) the Provincial Refugee Ccmmissions shall ba led by the Refu8ee Commissioners,
appointed bythe provincial govqnment in the Comhissionerates for Af8han Refugees.

(3) All memb€rs of the Federal ar}d Provincld Commission *tall work on full time basis on
p.escribed t.l r and conditions.

20. Responsibiir.r'o, the iaCrtry of 5t# .nd Frontie. Redons. - (1) The Minlstry shall be

a goveanment c@adinatint body with retard to all matters penaininS to applicants for
refugae datus and r6fugoe!"

(2) The Ministry Aall rem{&r a Sovernmsrt cbunterpart ofthe UNHCR.

(3) The Ministry sh.ll .stablish Rafugee Commission for applicants of refu8ee status and

enacl EEulations for itt tunctioninB snd maintenance.

(a) The l\rl&lbtry ihall adopt and/or approve the procedures, reSulations and decisions

fulling witt*r its cor4.tence pursuant to this Act.

(5) The Ministry sMl allocate a budget for the lmplementation of this Act in consultation

with the FederalSovernment and other relevant authorities.

(6) For the porpo_se of this Ad, the Ministry shall in paftltular .oordinate and cooperate

with followinB bodles:

1a) Ministry of lnterior

{b) Ministry of ForelSn Affairs

(c) Ministry of Labour
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(d) Ministry of Education

(€) Ministry of SocialWelfure and Special Education

(fl Ministry oJ Human Ri8hts

(g) Ministry o' Iaw and .lustice and Padiamentary Affairs

(h) Provincial governments

(i) Any other authorlty deemed necessary

Functions of the Rotugee Commisslon. - (1) For tll. purpose of this Act, the Refugee
Commission shall perform the following functionr ugon dailgation from the Ministry.

(a) receive persons claiminS refuSe and ronder them all rnEgrsary asslstance, including
assistance in applying for refugea rtztlrs,

(b) conduct the reeistration of applicant3 ol refugee 5tatus and refug-r throuSh refugee
status determination cqotres as well as efirblht! maintain and updat3 tll information
in the cent.al reglstry;

(c) adjudicate applcations for rtfugec rtatus and mah decisions thereon;

(d) maintain d6a ,:oordination wlth border a{rtfiorities inalrding Frontier Corps and FlA,

and altabllsh madranisms at bordaa polnts ,rd airports to provide necessary
inforrodon and advlc€ cohcernlr[fa refugee status determinatlon pro@dures; and
create ettGtive refqf'i mechanism to receive individual requests for r€futee status
f{om appllcanti at *re Mr points and airports;

(e) issue docmerts to applicants for refugee status and refugees such as travel
documents,'irientity cards and any other document determined by the Ministry;

(i raquest, if nece3sary, the [4in&try of lnterior as wellas to the Police for suppon in the
tgltletlon of tle ldentity ofthe applicants for .efuBee statusi

(g) provida th€ Utl+*C& with all information relevant to refugees and applicants for
refugee stdt6' includin8 statistics and lists of names of registered appliaants for
refugee stat6.:nd refugees as well as individual files of applicents for refugee status
and refuSees with consent of the concerned persons;

(h) assist unaccompanied minor applicants for refugee status and refuSees wtth specific
needs by ar.an8ing accommodatlon and ca.e and refer them to the competent
designated State instltutions and, iJ neaessary, to the courts in orde. to assiSn

Buardianship for the unaccompanied minors;

(i) encourate national, reSional and internatiodal initiatives relatinS to refugee voluntary
repatriationj
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U) take any legal procedures necessary for the implementation of the provisions of this
AcU

(k) assume any gther responsibilities asslgned thereto by the Minister; or by thls Act; or
other laws and letalacts ofthe lslamic Republic of Pakistan.

22. Functions and powe.s of the Relugee Commissloner. - (1) The Refugee Commrssioner
shall be responsible for chairinB the RefuSee Commission and in this capacity he/she shall be
the principal executive pe6on thereof. He/she shall undertake the business relating to the
administration, evaluation and supeNision, including supervislon of the employees therein.
Notwithstanding tlie foregoinE the Refugee Commissioner shall have the followinS poweR:

(a) coordinate with the UNHCR and other specialk d agencies for refuge€ prote.tion,
assistance, resettlement or voluntary repatridoG...

(b) siSn agreements relating to the servicar for refugees,
the voluntary organizations workiil !r the field of
approval of the Mlnlstry;

Ydth internationel, regional and
naltgee protection, with the

23.

(c) Esrablish refirBee status determination centrel {doss the corsltry to adjudicate
applications for refugee status;

(d) submit regular and ad hoc reForts to the Minisarf

(e) Sive technical advice to thetlate authditia! on issuat lllating to refugee protection;

(f) establlh €;d matnbin a cerffil ae8lttry that ccntains comprehensive data on
re,ugeca ir the rslamk Republic d Pa*lstan,

(8) c.ordinate edablidrr..* of the provitEial Refugee Comini5sion and hs offces ln the
p.wha.s, and lpoclfy their fixtcti9ns aid powers;

(h) traht travd documehuto the retuSees;

ll) d€legate power to the R.rrdee Commission and Appeal Authority to adjudlcate

applications for refugee status through the EligibilitY Officer;

0) any othlt fundiqrt assigned thereto by the Minister.

Appeal Authority, - (1) The Commissioner Shall form the Appeal AuthoritY within the

Refugee Commission to decide on appeals atainst the rejection o, applications ror refugee

status as well as cancellation, revocation and cessation of refugee status;

(2) The Appeal Authority shall be independent in the exercise of its fundions under this Act'

(3) UNHCR may decide to attend any hearin8 of the Appeal Authority as an advisor or

provide advice in any other manner.
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24. Functiont oI the Appeal Authority. - {1) Any p€rson agErieved by a decislon of the
Refugee Commlssion ai first instance, within 60 days of receivlng the decision, shall have
the ritht to Appeal a8ainst the decision to the Appea I Autho rity.

(2) ln any appeal uhd(ir this Act, The Appea Autho.ity shail adopt the procedures pursuant
to sections 29, 30, 33,35 and 36 ofchapter 5 ofthis Act.

CHAPTER -V
Ref ugee Status determlnatlon procedures

25. Appllcatlon to,.efutec status. - (1) Application! for refugee status shall be lodged
verbally or ln writint by the individual applicant for refugal Iatus to the nearest competent
authorities whether wlthln the terrltory of lslamic Repuffcd Pakistan or atthe entry points.

(2) ln case the appllcation is lodged to law enforca. ot oi*hls in the country or at the enrry
points, it shall be forrranded to the respaElJve Refu8ee b0rmission immediately and
proceedings shall be corducted byrhis body.

13) Every applicant fcr refugee status b cntitled to apply on hlr/}h{ own behalf. The
applicant can lodge an appllcatlon on bahalf of tL accompanylnf.family member5
whose appllcatlonli a.e baed on the sam. Eoard. lh such cases, th€ cdnsent of adult
family membq.s co ncerr*E al0lications on tlx* liehalf shall be .equired.

(4) Applications for refu8ee staur lod6rd by persons wlEse freedom ha5 been restricted
shallbe referred tc the Refugef Commisslonimmediady,

(5) The rec€irt f authr){t *all not fu* rJx rkht to la{r an applicatlon for refugee status
to the amlkant only h€cause tha appllcatlon is not lod8ed wlthin a particular

timeframe. Tht reasongltr delayed apdications can be examined at the funher stages

of processinS..

(6) lf the applkaff for reft8€e status is an unaccompanied or separated minor, or a person

without letal capa:ity, tlla Refugee Commission in coordination with Ministry of Social

Welfare and spcqal Educirtix shall take necessary steps for the appointment of a

gagdian/ le8al repraaantative g,rsuant to national legalframework.

(3) At t}le time of registration, the appllcant shall be counseled to reveal information
concerninS hirher identlty truthfully, and if available, to hand over his/her ldentltlcatlon
and travel documents to prove his/her identity to the central retistry authorities/
RefuBee Commissk,n,

13

26. Rednrd6. - {1.) AFlcations for retugee status shall be reglstered by the Retu8ee

Commission ln dro resfacfte province

(2) ln the case of r f.mily applyinS for retu8ee status, each adult family member shall be

registered separalely and registration data shall be filed together, observing the
principle of famlly unity, unless family members prefer to have their separate

appiications for refugee status.
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{4) ln the course of the registration, the applicant for refugee status shall provide
information related to his/her profilej his/her reasons for applying for refugee status in
the territory of the lslamic Republic of Pakistan. A standardiaed application form (Annex
yUX) shall be used by th€ Asylum Commission (deflned at su$section 1).

(5) 8lo-metric data of the applicant for refugee status shall be colleded and stored by the
Central Registry in the personal files ofthe applicants as wellas at a centraldatabase.

(6) Registration records oI applicants for refugee st.tus shall be updated on a timely basis in
the instances ofmarriage, divorce, birth, death, departure or arrival of family members.

(7) The applicant for refuSee status shall be advised to rsrt any changes concerning the
lnformation provlded during the re8istration t9 tll. iepresentation of the Refugee
Commission of his/her residence place in PakistarL Tlle applicant for refuges status shall,
in this contexl, be further advised about the LtC coltra[uences of non-compliance.

(8) Following reSistration, the applicant dlall be schedrrlgd for a refuSee status
determinatiori interview within 3 moadls and b€ informed abd* the time and venue of
the interview."

{9) Registration of appllcants for .efugee statua wllogqfteedom has been edtricted can be

done at the places wheretheyse kept by the msbile teams of Central Registry.

(10) General principles tor registr.tion and rheduling sd be regulated by the Ministry

counselln8. -tf) nt ttr" r€8istrd.n stat& tt lgplicantt for refugee status shall be

counseled by tlrr.represt€tives of ?he ndugee Cod{ssion with regard to thelr riShts

and obligatiorE, as well as p.gcedures to ba followed in a hn8uage they understand.

(2) Ttle counseling $all tttqrd S!. obligatlon ot the appllcant for refugee status to co-

op{rte yvlth the authoritks. ln parttcuhr, he^he shall be counseled on obligations to:

a. To providq dl necexary and full information, verbally and in writlnS, as requested

by the re[var* authorftb.;

b. To observe the o{ticial deadlines and requests, which require him/her to report in

prrioo to centrd ragistry offlcesj

c. To app{rah tlE Refugee commlsslon offices for an extenslon of validity of the

identity docuient for applicant for refugee status at least 15 working days before

expiry of the prlor deadline set for the valldity of the card;

d. To pretent to the Refugee Commission all re€vant documents in his/her possession,

necessary for application for refugee status determlnation procedure;

e, Abide by the laws and regulations of lslami. Republic of Pakistan throuShout his/her

resldence.

(3) The applicant for refugee status shall be advised that insufficient co-operation or false

information provided by him/her may lead to reiection/cancellation of his/her st'tus'

14
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(4) The applicant for retuSee status shall be advised that she/he has the right to beneflt from
the services of an Interpreter.

(5) The applicant for refugee status shall br advised that she/he can benefft from the
seruice! of a lawyer/ l€gal counselelther at his/her owh expense or to obtain free legal aid,lf
requlred.

(6) The applicant for refu8ee status shatl be further reminded about his/her ri8ht to contact
UNHCR.

lsiurnce or.erdfrcate to appllcarns for retutee rtatus. - (1) LJpon compleflon of his/her
registration, the applicant for refugee statua shall be issued with a certificate indicating that
his/her case is pendintj for decision which shall be valid 60. a period oI up to three months
and shall be extenda b[, lAnnex XXXI.

(2) The document shall be issued free of cha.ga rnd shai.Grable the applicant for refugee
status to stay in the t(lrrltory ol the lslamic 8rpublic of Paki*da and shall serve to prevent
arrest or detention ol the applicant for refulee status and lldher family on grounds of
llleSal presence on the territory.

Pe6onallntc lew. - (1) Ah interview shal be condiJctad by an EliSibfrtiOfficer with the
applicant on an indivicual bagk in order to rendaa ar dflcient and fair decialon. The privacy
of the interview shall be dcn into consideradgn and the F,erson shall be given the
opportunity to expresli him/he6elf ln tha best possiHa manner. However, in the event that
the presence of famil./ members dlrlng ttl. interview h deemed necessaay, the inteNiew
may b€ conducteC with the partictrtion of frtlrl, membtF upon the conceaned person's

consent. upon tlE re{poat of the ap9fi€ant, ldqtEf lh/yer mry attend the lnterview as an

observer.

(2) Each adult fa6&h1 memhs, shall be glrrrl an opportunity to submit thelr clairn, if any,

durB tlE cot rse of dtllrlly iitriyhws.

f3| Applicahts sh.f,.ha re ttE right to be aecompanied by a family member who is not part of
tllo procedure, an dditionalh:arpreter oftheir trust and/or lawyer.

(4) ln furviews conducLd with aFlicants wlth sp€cial needs, the special circumstances of
these pctlgns shall be taken into consideGtion. An interview with a minor may be

conducted h the Dresenae of a psychologist, a pedagogue or a social worker orthe parent or

le8al repre se ntttlve o'tha child.

{S) ln case the intefflew cannot be conducted due to no-show or any other reason, a new

interview date shall be scheduled and notified to the concerned person.

(6) Addltionat interviews may be conducted wlth the applicants when deemed necessary.

{?) Personal lnterviev,s may be omltted where the EliSibllity Offcer is able to t.ke a poslttue

decision on the basis ofevidence avallable.

{8) Pe6onal intervie'rl/s may also be omitted where it is not reasonably practicable, in

particular where the igibility Ofiicer is ofthe opinion that the applicant is unfit or unable to
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be interviewed oraing to enduring circumstances beyond his/her control. For such cases, a
medical or psychological cenificateshall be required.

(9) lnterviews shall take place under conditions which ensure confidentiality

(10) Eligibility Offlcers conducting the inteNlews shall be sufficienfly comp€tent to take
account of the personal or general circumstances surrounding the applicatioh, including an
applicant's culturaloriEin or and Interpretation needs.

(11) Eligibility Offic€rs shall keep a detailed transcript of the refugee status determination
anterview which willthen be sighed by the applicant and shaI become an integral p€rt ofthe
individual file of the applica . h case the applicant refl*l to sign the record, the reasons
for hls/her refusalshallbe recorded and attached to thc Eord.

(12) The EliSibility Off:cer shall file copies of all docrrnent! iesented by the applicant durln8
the course ofthe interview and atterward5.

{13) At the closint.of the interview, the Eitbillty Officer shall giw a .hance to the applicant
to submit any additional elements ard rhall counsel the applis* for refu8ee status
regardin8 the timefrarne she/he should expaat a decisiqr. \

30. Decislon .nd notifietion ol &<isions. - (1) The decision on the appllcation shall b€
final,ued by the Eligibility Offic.r udt!*n a period not lrceeding 6 months as of the date of
re8istration. In case the decision cennot ba done within this timeframe, the applicant shall
be informed.

(2) ln reacl*f, r decislq! the eligibBq ficar shal trll lnto consideration evidence as
produced by tt|. applicant d the most tp to date colntry of origin information, and shall
apply the c.iterlr d establi$ed by Chapt€. 3ofthis Act.

{, Tha d.cidon shall be trken on a{l iodtuidud bosis. without p.ejudice to sutsection 15 (2)

of this Act, an .pqi.ation lodged on bet€ff of a family shall be examined as one application
rad the decision Srll apply lo the whole family.

(4) ItE decislon shall ba in writlnS and especially in the case of a ne8ative declslon shall

contain tht materialfacts and legalgro!,nds on whi.h the decision is based. The effect ofthe
decision, procedures ard lime limits for appeal shall be notified to the applicant or to
his/her le8al rtpaesentati.e.

31. Paocedurcg foJ- lcrsation, cencellation and revocation. - (1) Whenever there is an

indication that one of the reasons for cessation, aancellation or revocation, a5 defined in

sectlons 16 and 17 of this Act, has been establlshed whh re&rd to a person Sranted relu8ee

status in the lslamic Republic of Pakistan, the Refugee Commission may initiate, at
appropriate, a cessation or cancellation procedure.

(2) The proced!res for cessation, cancellation or revocation with re8ard to a refugee shall be

undeftaken with due regard to procedural safeguards, including the right to a personal

interview and appealas established under Chapter 5 ofthis Act. ln particular:
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32. Suspenrlon and terminallon of the refirgee tl.! d€Slimtion procedores. - (1) The
Refugee Commission may suspend the refugla status deteir$iation procedure, in case the
applicant for refugee :;tatus:

a. The concemed pe6on shall be notified in wrltlng regardin8 the re+valuation of
hls/her status and the reasons, and the person shall be given an opportunity to
present the grounds related to the necessity of continuation of his/her refugee
status through an oral or a written statemeht.

b. The decision on cessation, cancellation or revocation includinBthe materialfacts and
legal Brounds on which it is based, shall be notified to the person concerned, to
his/her le8al representative or to his/her lawyer not later than within 14 days after
the decision. n the event that the percon is not represented by a lawyer, the effect
of the decisiol, procedures and time limlts for appeal shall be notified to the person,

or to hls/her letal representative.

(3) The person undergoing cessation, cancellatlon or rqrqattion p.ocedure shall be allowed
to stay ln the terrltory ofthe lslamic Republic of Pakklr throu8hout the entire procedure.

Does not foll(,w the invitation for a personal inleNiew pursut* to section 26 (8) of
this Act without valid reasons, or refuaq to coopaaate in orderto dlow the Refugee
Commission tl reaah a decEion concernkts tha application for refugea status;

b. Do€s not app'oach the R€fuEab Commission u,hhin three weeks after a notification
has been delh,ered.

(2) The Refugee Codlrnlssldn shallterminate the refug.. status dctermination procedure

a. ln calo the applieEnt foa refug{a atltus declarq h writing that he/she withdraws
the applkitlon;

b, tr an applicrrt far ,E{t{se tlatus whq refugee status determiGtion procedure has

blen luspend puasuant to iub-igction (1) does not provide a reasonable

explanadoar for hh/her lack of codF€tlon wlthln three months;

{3) Ttle decision to suspend or terminate the retugee status determination procedu.e shall be

writtGn and notified to Are applicrr* or his/her legal representative or his/her lawyer not
later thto 14 days.after tlp decision.

33. Admlnlstr*€ ippe.a d legal r€medy. - 11) The following provisions shall be applied In
case administrrtfve.tppeal and le8al remedies are sought against decisions which are

rendered pursuantrb provisions set forth in this Act:

a. The conc,rrned person, or his/her leSal representative or his/her lawyer cnn

appeal to appeal the authority within 60 days of notlfication of a negative
decision.

b. The decasion on the administrative appeal shall be taken by personnel not
involved i1 the decision at the flrst instance. Any such decisions shall be notiUed
to the corcerned person, his/her legal representative or his/her lawyer.

(2) The appeal authonty shall eramine facts as well as material and procedural law and shall

issue its decision rvithin 60 days atter the receipt of appllcation.

a
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(4) The Ministry may regulate administrative appeal procedures wlth a separate regulation.

34. Reopening. -{1) Each applicant shall have the rightto applyfor reopening of his/her case

{2) ln case of suipension of the refugee status procedure the applicant shal! provide a

reasonable explanation fo. his/her lack of cooperation within three months after the
delivery ofthe dedision to suspend his/her refugee status determination procedure.

(3) The person coocerned shall be allowed to remain on the territory until a final decision ;s

Biven in his/her case.

(3) ln case of termination of the refugee status procedwe, the applicant shall provide a

reasonable explanatlon for hls/her wish to resume his/hra refugee status procedure.

(4) ln case of a final ne8alve decision on the applHiqnYgr refugee status determination,
the applicant shall have the ri8ht to apply on &e Srounit of significant change in the
personal circumstances of the applicant th$t nray substanti ffect eligibility for ref!gee
status and when there is reliable and matafbleviden€e indicating the rejedlon decision
is based on an error offact and law.

35 Persons wlth spe.lflc needs. - (1) Persons vv&n specid{eeds as stipul€dild.in section 10

and 11 ot this Act shalr be giEn priority in the pEc.dwes ;nrrod.iced in this Chapter.

(2) Specialcare arrangements, includrg nadcaland psycltc{ocial assistance, shallbe in place

to facilitate the retugee status det*minatlon Focedures.

36. Letal servlc{8.atid cmselint. - [1] Persotis lltikr the scop€ of thls Act shall b€ able to
beneflt frofil lit services ofa lawyer or t{8d counsel * BI{ }tages of the procedure either at

his/her own ers6lse or to ohdain free le8tl rld, if required.

(a &a &ht to a laerycr G bBdr&lnsel to rqresent an applicant for refugee status shall

'rqt 
ezi'rnpt thc appll@t for refuEog'raatus o. refugee from his/her obliSation to fully

psrticipate in tha ref.ugee Ntttls determ"rh{km procedure.

(3) ihe lawyer or ddy authorld legal counsel shall enjoy access to information in the

appll@r* for refugee status/refuSae's file so lohg is thjs information is central to the

examination of the applic*ion.

CHAPITR-VI
Rightand obllS.tions of rcfutees and aPplicants fot retuge€ statls

Protection and general dghts. - (1) Subject to this Ad, every recognized refugee in the

tslamic Republic of Pakistan shall have the same riShts as prescribed by the legislations of

the lslamic Republi. of Pakistan;

(2) Refugees shall be accorded the same treatment as nationals as prescribed in Part 1 and

Chapter 1, Part 2 of the Constitution of the lslamic Republic of Pakistan, particularly

regardlng:

(a) Right oi individuals to be dealt with in acco.dan.e wath the law;
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(b) security of per5on;

(c) Safeguards aSainst arbitrary arrest and detention;

(d) RiSht to.a fairtrial;

(e) Frccdom from slavery and torced labolc

(R Protection aSalnst ret.osp€dlve punishment;

(g) Protection against double punishmen!

(h) Safe8uiids against taxatlon tor purposes oftrlpirticular reltgion;

(i) SafeSuards as to educational institrrtiotr h relpa.t of religion;

U) Right to educition including frec prknary edu.ation;

(k) Right tc publlc relief and assistnce, where such a system qi*s.

(3) Refugees shalibe accorded treatment as f.vp{rrh .s possible, and nct less favourable
than that ec.orded to lorei8na.l.llner.lh in the lrt clrcumst.nces in:

(a) the right to freedom otasser*bty;

(b) the dll* to treedom of ciation;

(cl th r*ht to fre.dom of tradq bs.tness or profession;

(d) the riglrt to .p9ly fo..,ld be isi{ad with a travel document for the purpose of
movemen: Ild resideicG within tha lslamlc Republic of Pakistan in accordance
wlth lhe l.w5 o{ the lslamic ia$rbllc of Pakistan;

(e) the ri8ht !, work

{4) Aodkants Jor reilae status shali be accorded the same treatment as rcservecl foa
refu8ees ir rub-secl.iqr {2).

(5) RefuSees rdd rpdtcants for refugee status shall not b€ discrlminated against as to
raae, religion or @lntry oforlgin in the application of the provisions ofthls Act.

(5) Nothing ln this l\ct shall be deemed to impair any rights and benefits granted by other
hationaland ifiternntional legal instruments to refuSees and applicants for refugee status.

Eremptlon lrom eraeptlonal meaaures. - The Government of the lslamic Republlc of
Pakistan shall not apply measures which may be taken against the person, paoperty or
interests of nationa ls ,)f another country, to a refugee granted asylum in the lslamic Republic

of Pakistan, solely on,lccount ofsuch nationality.
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39. A..e!s to court;- - Refugees granted status in the lslamic Republic of Pakistan shall have
free access to the courts of law in the territory ofthe lslamic Republic of Pakistan and enjoy
the same treatment as Pakistani nationals, including the right to letal assistance and
representation.

40 Freedom of movement. - Refu8ees, applicants for refugee status and their dependent
family members in the lslamic Republ;c of Pakis(an shall have the right to choose their place

of residence in the territory of the lslamic Republic of Pakistan, subject to any reguhtions
applicable to nationals generally in the same circumstances.

41 ReSistratlon of moveable property. - (1) Refugees and applicants for refugee status shall
have the right to register ther moveable property in-.ccordance with the regulations
apolicable to Pakistani nationals generally ;n the same cirurstance.

42

43

(2) Refugees and applicahts for refugee statL*:,Eliall hArrs the right to dispose of such

property or take it with them upon return to the countrv oI dr,igin or departure to another

countrY. ...,

Obtalnlng a rcrugce t.avel document. - 1r; subject to the Pass,!t, fct, 1974 and the
Emigratlon Ordinance, 1979 in force, the cdrlletent &Ahority of the E{*ernment of the
lslamic Republic of Pakistan *i?y issue a travel',:d&uir}e nt lor the purposeittrtravel outslde
of the lslamic Republic cf Patlltih to_ any refug€e,-amless compelling reasons of national
security or public order otherw'rse reqokc.

(2) The tormat of ths refugee travel documentq!a!l b€ establkhed throu8h a decision of the
Government oa the lsbirrE Republic ol Pakrstarain racordance wth international standards

and recomni€iidations by ths lnternatiqr8lCfufl Aviaiion Ol8aniration, as far as relevant.

ldentity docuaents lor aFpliEants tor l!&€ee status and refugees. - {1) The Refu8ee

Cq.Ef#$ti9{IJhall issud thg fD b$.in8 pe.sonsl. documents to an applicant for refrrgee status
oa ralirgee v*ro.has beeo Ggistered in thA centnl registry:

(a) cetificate i;i person idlo haa expressed lntention to apply for refugee status; or has
' filed an applic6tion for refuoee rtatus with the Commission. The certificate shall be

valid for three mdtths and renewable until the final decision on the application lor
ra{uEee statusi

(b) refugee €rrd to a person who has been granted refuSee status under section 13 and

14 of this Taai The refugee card shall provide the holder a right of leSal stay in lhe
lslamic Repi]Hlc of Pakistan. The refugee card shall be valid for five years and

renewablej and

(c) birth certiflcates to the children of refugees and applicants for refuSee status born in

the lslamic Replblic of Pakistan.

Protection from imposltion of taxation. - Th€ Government of the lslamic Republic of
Pakistan shall not impose any taxes and/or fees on refu8ees and applicants for refugee

status in addition to the taxes and fees foreseen by law for citirens of the lslamic Republic of
Pakistan.
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45. Reunification of the.efutee family. -The Refugee Commission shall coordinate with the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refu8ees and the relevant entities to facilitate
refugee family reuiiificataon inside or outside ofthe lslamic Republic of Pakistan.

46 personal Status. - (1) The pe.sonal status of a refugee granted status in the lslamic
Republic of Pakistan slall be 8ov€rned by the laws of the lslamic Republic of Pakistan.

(2) RiShts acq'rked before the granting of refugoe status by a refugee and his/her dependants in

relation to the personal status, in parti€ular, riShts related to marriage, shall be recotnized by

the authorities and courts of the lslamic Republic of Pakistan.

47 ObliSations of refugees and applicants tor refugg6"'6Ltus. - (1) Every refugee and
applicant for.efugee status shall abide by the Conatltuti,on, laws and applicable leSal atts
and reSulations in for:e in the ,sla'nic RepLblic of h&an ond respect the public order;

(2) Without prejudic': to the Senerality of tha tuFsectioh (ltr'refrgees and applicants lor
refugee status shall not:

,,i- .
48- Volusry repatiladce -'(4-lef!geea may, at any time, apply to the Provancial

-corhihissioiqttes for Athnn ReGesi aodlor to the Refugee commission and/or to the
, Office of the Unlt&a,.l{ataoif,l{igh Commili6ioner for Refugees for advice and assistance with

r€*erd to voluntary nspatriatdn to their.ountry of ori8in. Applicants whose appllcations are
pendot refugee stat]3 determina(Ion could also b€ considered for voiuntary repatrlation on

a case b/ case basis in con6ultationrith LJNHCR.

(a) carry out any actrvity a8ainst the ;rtional security and publlc otder of the lslamic

(b) carry out any activity coitradcting the obje;bres of the Ulited Natio'ls;

(3) Refugees and apDlicants for re'h/gee etntlrs shall carry-avalid refuSee identity card, and
present it to t nt authodly when requkad.

. cHAtTlt'-vll
Faallitation of Arable solutions

(2) The Principl€ of "vot dariness" shail be respected by all authorilies involved and shal,

mean that the reflgee or lpplicant for refugee status:

(a) ls fully aware ofthe situation in his/her country of oriSin enabling him/her to make an

informed deci:;ionj

(bl Has a free choice to leave or stay in the territory ofthe ls{amic Republic of Pakistan at

least until a tinal decision is made on his/her request for relugee status, or until
he/she ceases to be a refugee in accordance with the conditions stipulated ln section

15 (al and (c) as well as section 16 of this Act.

(31 Wilho'rt prejudi(e to the foregoing, the voluntary repatriation of Afghan refutees shall

continue to be reBulated within the frdmework ofthe Tripanite Agreement between the
Government oi the lslamlc Republic ol Pakistan, the Government ofthe lslamlc Republic

27



of Afghanistan and the United Nations High Commirsioner for Refugees, in accordance
with established mechanisms and in line with priorities ofthe regionalSolutions Strategy
for Afghan Refu8ees.

(4) The Refugee Commission shall coordinate with other relevant authorities of the' Government of the lslamic Republic of Pakistan, the United Natlons High Commissioner
for Refuge€s and the lnternahonal Organraation for Migration to facalitate voluntary
repatriation of refuSees and applicants for refugee status from countries other than
Afgha n ista n.

49. Resettlement. - (1) Resettlement of an individually reco8nired refugee to another

50. Cooperatlon In
Nations High
governmental menti orga

ll cooperate with the United
international and national

the refugee protection

!5
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STATEMENT OT 08'ECTS AND BEASONS

'fhe purpose of thi Natlonal Refutee Lavr Bill is to prescribe the prindple5, conditiont

and procedures for the rJantint, exclusion, cessation, cancellation, and revocation of refugee

status as well as the status, rlghts, and obligations of applicants for refu8ee status and persons

recognlzed as refugees i0 the lslamic Republic of Pakistan, to recoSnize the rlght to seek and

enioy refuSee status in the lslamic Republic of Pakistan, and to retulate the leSal status gf

refugees and applicants ior refu8ee status ln the lslamic Republlc of Pakistan.

2. The passate of th is Bill shall not only recognize the sanctity of the princlple of asylum ln

lslam but also recallthe si,irit ofA.tlcle 227 ofthe Consthution ofthe lslamic Republic of Pakistan

to make all laws in conformity with the inlunctions ol lslam.

3. This Billseeks to achleve the aforementioned objedlves. ' s/-
Mohsln oawarl

Member, National Assembly of Pakistan
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