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[Published in the Gazette of Pakistan, Extraordinary, Part-1, dated the 3™ September, 2021]

ORDINANCE NO. XX OF 2021
AN

ORDINANCE
further to amend the Elections Act, 2017

‘WHEREAS, it is expedient further to amend the Elections Act, 2017
(XXXIII of 2017) for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

AND WHEREAS, the Senate and the National Assembly are not in session
and the President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan is satisfied that
circumstances exist which render it necessary to take immediate action;

NOW, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred by clause (1) of
Article 89 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the President
of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan is pleased to make and promuigate the

following Ordinance:—

1. Short title and commencement.— This Ordinance shall be called
the Elections (Third Amendment) Ordinance, 2021.

2. It shall come into force at once.

2. Insertion of section 72A, Act XXXIII of 2017.— In the Elections
Act, 2017 (XXXIII of 2017), after section 72, the following new section shall be
inserted, namely:—

“72A. Seat to become vacant on not making oath.— The seat of a
returned candidate shall become vacant, if he wilfully does not make
oath within sixty days from the date of the first sitting of the Assembly,
the Senate or the local gui\'femmcnt or within forty days of the
commencement of the Elections (Third Amendment) Ordinance, 2021, as

the case may be.”.

STATEMENT QF QBJECT AND REASONS

Article 65 of the Constitution of Islamic Republic of Pakistan provides that a
person elected to a House shall not sit or vote until he has made before the House oath in the
form set out in the Third Schedule. There are instances that some returned candidates did not
take oath of their respective House leaving their constituency/province unpresented for indefinite

period that is against the true spirit of parliamentary democracy and public representation.

2. This Bill is designed to achieve the aforesaid objectives through inserting new
sections 72(A) in the Elections Act, 2017.

(ZAHEER-UD-DIN BABAR AWAN)
Adviser to the Prime Minister,
on Parliamentary Affairs
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