
NATIO\AI, ASSEIltsLY SECRETARIAT

R.EPORT OF THE STANI)ING COMMITTf,E ON INTERIOR ON TIIE CRIMINAL
LA\I (A}IIINDMENT) BII,I,. 202 I

I, Chairman of the Standing Cornmittee on Interior have the honor to plesenl lhis report
on the Bill further to amend rhe Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 (Act XLV of 1860) and the Code of
Criminai Procedu€, 1898 (Act V of 1898) [The Criminal Law (Amerdnnent) Bill, 2020 (Section

297A)l (Private Member's Bill) refelred to the Committee on 66 Febluary, 2020.

2. Ihc Commi(ee comprises the following

1) R.ja Khurram Shahzad Nawaz
2) Mr. Sher Akbar Khan
3) Mehar Ghulam Muhammad Lali
4) Mr. Raza Nasrullah
5) Khawaja Shemz Mehmood
6) Mr. Rahat Amao U[ah Bhatti

4 Malik Kararnat Ali K-hokhar
8) Sardar Talib Hassan Nakai
9) Ms. Nafeesa lnayatullah Khan Khattak
I 0) Mr. Muhanmad Akhtar Mengal
I 1 ) Nawabzada Shazair Bugti
12) Malik Sohail Klan
13) Rana Shamim Ahmed Khan
I 4) Mr. Moharnmad Pervaiz Malik
l5) Mr. Nadeem Abbas
l6) Ms. Maryam Aurangzaib
1l Syen Agha Rafiullah
1 8) Nawab Muharrunad Yousuf Talpur
19) Mr. Abdul Qadir Patel
20) Mr. Asmatullah
21) Sheikh Rashid Almed

Minister for Interior

3. The CommiBe€ considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly placed at

Atrner-A, in its meetings held on 28-9-2020 and l9-10-2020. The Committee reconmeods thal fle
Bill may not be passe<I by the National Assembly.
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GAHTR HUSSAIN)
Secrclary

Islanabacl, the 26'h June, 2021
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(RAJA KITURRAM SHAHZAD NAWAZ)

Chairman
Standing Commidee on Intedor



[AS REPORTED BYTHE STANDING COMMITTEE] AX!!E!.A

A

Btit

further to omend the Pokiston Pendl Code, 7860 ond Code ol Criminol Prcceduae, 7898;

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Pakistan PenalCode, (Act XLV of 1850) and the
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Ad V of 1898) Ior the purpose hereinafter appearing;

It ls hereby enacted as followsi-

1. Shondtle and commencemem.- {1)This Act may be called the CriminalLaws (Amendment)
Act, 2020.

(2) lt shallcome into force atonce.

2. lnsertlon ofa new S€<tion 297A h Act XIV ot 1850.- ln the Pakistan PenalCode {Act XLVof
1860), after sc,ction 297, theJollowing new section shall be added, namely,

"297A. Prohibition of magir, witchcraft and sorcery.' whoever practices, advertises or provides
services for magi€, black magic, sorcery, witchcraft, or such acts in the disguls€ of spiritual
healing or counseling shali be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term
which may extend to seven years, but shall not be le55 than six months, and with fine which may
extend upto one million.

Exernptbn.- This section does not extend to the spirituai counselin8 provided under license
issued by the Ministryof Rel;gious Affairs.".

3. Amendment of Schedule ll in Act V ot 1898.- ln the Code ofCriminal Procedure,1898 (Ad v of
1898), in Schedule ll, after entry 297, the following entry shall be inserted, namely,-

"297 A. Ditto

STAT€MENT OF OBJECT AND REASONS

The society is faced with ignorant malpractices such as ma8ic, aorcery and black maglc practiced
openly by individuals and associations, who in the Soals of counseling and spiritual healing are bent
upon destroying the social and family f:bric. lncidents of hate, deceit, inlury, breaking of relationship
and even threats to life and property of innocent citizens exposed to such quack healers has made
hundreds of lives mlserable. ln this context there is need of the hour to ban all such evils acts that
repllcate the phenomenon of spiritual healing and counseling to maintain general satety, wellbeinB and
peacefulminds in the society.

This Criminal LawAmendment strives to safeguard soclety Irom evlls.

sdl-
Choudhary Faqir Ahmad,

Member, National AasernblY
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