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,)!1,:1.

to dme,1d. tlE Mutual Legal AssislarBe (Cituinal M.Lt7..s) Aci 2020

WTIERDAS it is expedient to amend the Mlutual Legal Assistance

(Criminal Mat'-ers) Act, 2020 (Act )Cgl oI2O2O), for the pur?oses hereinafter

appearing:

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. thort tltle and eomrneDcemert.-(1) This Act shall be called

the Mutua.l Irgat Assistance (CrirEinal Matters) (Alarendmenl) Act, 2027.

l2l lt shall come into force at once

2. A.aeudmoat of s€ctlon 2, Act ffiI oI 2O2O,- In t}le Mutual

Lga.l Assistarce (Criminal Matters) Act,2O2O (Act )Ool of2o2o), hereinalter

referred to as the said Act, in section 2,-

(i) Ior clause (c), tie following shall be substituted, narnely:-

'(c) 'cenhal authoriqf Eeans the secreta.4. to the Ministry of
Interior, Governl!,eDt of t.I.e Islamic Republic of
Pakistan;";

(ii) in clause (i), Ior the word'after", the words "or for the property
derived or obtained direcUy or indirectly from the offence of
money laundering or property of corresponding ealue lrhether'
o! not t}le order is based on", sha"ll be substituted."; and

(iii) for clause (4, the following shall be substituted, namely:-

'(4 nciiminal ollence'mearls a'r ollence punishable unde! the
Pakistan Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860) or under aiy law
for the time being i! folce in Pakistan or a, ofence
against law of a foreign country which is subject matter
of mutual lega-l assistance arra.ngements;'.



3. &rflenftriic.i?c ef 6c4tl|:il ;i., J:,ct X:.trtr tul 20126.* In Lhe said

Act, h seciio n 4,--

ii) aftei sub-scction (1), the lollowing new sub-section shall -se

inserted, naDely:-

{n) in sul-section (2),-

(al in clause (a), for the word'offence', the word "matte/
shal be substituted; and

(b) in clause {b), for the word "offence', the word "matter'

sh€I be substituted.

4. A&cndEcnt of scctlon 5, Act )O(I of 2O2O.- In the said

Act, in sectio!.s, in sub-section (1), for the colon, a Iull-stop sha.ll be

substitr.lted and thereaJter the existing proviso sha.ll be omitted.

5. ADendlrert of sectloa 8, Act ,rXXI of 2O2O.- ln the said

Act, in section 8, in sub-ecctjon (1), for the words 'investigations

commenced or procecdings instituted', tle words "crininal matters', sha-ll

be substituted.

6. Aeoadnrelt of sectloa 17, Act EI oI 2O2O.- In the said

Act, in section 17, in sub-section {U, clause (d) shall be omitted.

7. AsleldEeat of sectlon 18, Act ,<X of 2O2O.- In the said

Act, in scctiorl L8, in sub-section (1), for the words'Unless othenvise

autho zed by 1a!/', the words "Under the said Acf, shall be substituted.

i.

"(1A) Alt thc .equest of mutual legal assistance shal] bc

processcd and dccided by the central authoiity expeditiously.";

end



Na. 4/72/2009-Law
GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN

MINISTRY OF INTERIOR

lslamabad, the June, 2021

STATEMENT OF OB,IECTS AND REASONS

Sublect: AMENOMENT lN MUTUAL LEGAL ASSISTANCE (CRIMINAL MATTER)

AMENDMENTI ACT. 2021.

lncrea5e in transnatlonal organized crime has made it necessary for international

community and Pakistan to improve effectiveness of legal instruments. Lack of uniformity in

law and weak coordination mechanism between countries affects combating of crimes Ecross

borders. ln order to o-vercome these challenges, essential legal cover wa5 required.

lnternatiooalcooperation in criminal matters through mutual legal assistance and extradition is

intended to bridge existing gaps in respective countries toward effective law enforcement. The

requested state will provide mutual letal suppo.t to the requestjn8 state by executing

necessary actions on its territory in any specific criminal case warranting shared assistance.

S\- t-
(sheikh Rashld Ahmed)

Minister of lnterior
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