
f. 6a rNTnooucrD rN THE NATToNAL AssEMBLyl

A

BILL

further to amend the Constitutioq of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

WHEREAS it is expedient fifther to amend t]re Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan for the purpose hereinafler appcering;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

l, Short title snd com[ercement.- (l) This Act may be called the Constitution
(Amendmert) Act, 202 I .

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. AEendment of Article 11, of thc Cotrstitutiotr.- In the CoNtituton of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan, hereinafter referred to as the Coistitution, in Article I l, in clause (3) for
the words " fourteen years", the words, " eighteen yea$" shall be substituted.

3. Amendmetrt of Article 25A, of the Constitution.- In the Constitution in Article 25A,
for the woids "four:teen ycars", the words "eighteen years" shall be substituted.

STATE}MNT OF OB.IECTS AND REASONS

The purposes of this amendment are to bring couutry at par with intemational
conventions with regard to ohild labour. The intcniatioml community secs thc child labow with
disliking and put restrictioos on the exports of that country which involves child labour. The
i cmatio[al comlnunity has set some staDdards for the abandon$ent of this curse; therefore,
limc demands that we should put otu laws up to date and in consonance with rest of the world.
This amendment would serve the purpose and put an end ofchild labour in Pakistan.

2, T\e Constitution of Pakistan does not provide any definition of the child; however,
legislators and interpreteN take reference of Articles 11 and 25A. ltrcse both Articles are

contextual and do not plovide general reference lor delining a child in line with the lrNCRC.
Therefore, this vacuum must be filed to bring thc laws in conJomity with the intemational
conventions.

3. The Majority Act Section 3, paragraph (2), says thal every other person domiciled in
Pakistan shall be deemed to have attained his majority when he shall have completed his age of
18 years and not before.
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4. The Grmrdian and Wads Act 1890, Section 3 (l), says that "midor" means a person

who, uDder the provisions ofthe Majority Act, 1875, is to be deemed not to have attained his
Meiority.
5. The National Registation Acl, 1973, Section 4, (Registration ofcitizens) (a) says

that: evcry citizeo in or out of Pakist Jr who has attained tho age of l8 ycars shall get himself
registered.

6. The Child Maniagc Restraint Act, 1929 (Amended in 1981) Section 2 (a) says that
"child" means a person who, ifa male, is under eighteen years ofage, and ifa fenale, is under

sixteeo years of age.

7. ]}e Offence of Zina (Enforcerncnt of Hudood) Ordinance 1979, Section 2(a) says

that "adult " means a person who has attained, being a male, the age of eighteen years or, being

a female, the age of sixteen years, or has attaincd puberty.

8. 'Ihe Sindh Child Protection Authority Act 2011, Section 2(g) says that: "Child"
means a person who has not attaioed the age of cighteen years. Hence in this act, the age of the

child is in conformity with the UNCRC.

9. 'Ihe Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Child Protection Welfarc Act 2010, Section 2 (d) says

that: "child" for the purpose of this Act means a natural person who has not attaiDed the age of
cighleen years. Age of the child is in conformity with fie UNCRC.

10. ]'he Punjab Destitutc and Neglected Children Act, 2004, Section 3(l) (e): "child"
heaDs a natur&l person who has not attained the age of eighteen years. The age is in confomrity
wirh the INCRC.

In viow of the foregoing laws, the age of child needs to be defined in the
Constitution and this amendment serves the purpose.

sd/-
MR. AMJAD ALI KHAN,
Member National Assembly
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