[Published in the Gazette of Pakistan, Extraordinary, Part-1, dated the 8" December, 2020}

 ORDINANCE No. XIV OF 2020
: ORDINANCE -~
ﬁmfher to amend the Pahsran Te!ecommm:canon (Re—Orgamzatwn) Act. 1996.

' WHE.RE.AS itis exped:ent further to amend the Pakistan Telecormnumcatzon_
Re-Orgamzatlon) Act, 19% (XVH of 1996), for the purpose hereinafter appeanng

AND WHEREAS the SemteandtthauonalAssembiyarenot msessxon and
the President is satisfied that circumstances exist which render it necessary to take

immediate action:

Now, ‘THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferned by clause (l) of
Article 89 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Paklﬁan the Pre51dent is
pleased to make and promulgate the followmg Ordinance:— .

1. Short title and commencement.—(1) This Ordinance shall be
called the Pakistan Telecommumcatmn (Re-()rgamz.atlen) (Amendment)
Ordinance, 2020 b

(2) It shall come into force at once

2.  Amendment of section 33B, Act XVII of 1996.--— In the Pakistan
_ Telecommunication (Re-Organization) Act, 1996 (XVII of 1996), in seotlcn 33B,
for sub—sectnon (2), the foilomng shall be substituted, namely:-

“(2) The USF shall be ut:hzcd cxcluswely for —

(a) Providing access to telecommunication services to people in
thé un-served, under-served, rural and remote areas;

(b) funding spec:al prOJects limited to e-health and e-educatlon.
learning across the Paklstan to meet the basic necessities of
life; and

(c) any other expenditure to be made and mcurred by the Federal
Government in managmg the USF.”



STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan guarantees equality of citizens, right
to education and protection of family as fundamental rights under its Article 25, 25A and 335.
This is the era of a paradigm shift towards digitalization, therefore, keeping in view the Global

trend, the Government of Pakistan is already working for Digital Pakistan.

Z The unsolicited situation of Covid-19 pandemic, induced the Government of Pakistan to
give high priority and significance to secure the health and education of citizens of Pakistan in
general and specifically the youth of Pakistan in the emergency situation of Covid-19 pandemic.
This has persuaded the Government to promote E-Health and FE-Education without any

discrimination across Pakistan.

3. The impact on Pakistan of the Corona Virus pandemic has been so serious and severe,
that it convinced the Government to close down the normal way of life and move towards “smart
lockdowns”, which further solidified the trend of tremendous changes not only in the life style of
citizens but also in the education, health and other aspects of life across the country. Further, the

emerging trends in ICT sector have also given a boot to this adaptability.
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-

(Syed™Amin Ul Haque)
Federal Minister for IT & Telecom
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