[ AS INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
i

BILL
further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

WHEREAS, it is expedient further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title and commencement.— (1) This Act may be called the Constitution
(Amendment) Act, 2020.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Insertion of new Article 259A, in the Constitution .- In the Constitution of the [slamic
Republic of Pakistan, after Article 259,the following new Article shall be inserted. namely:-

"259A. National Commission for Farmers.- (1) There shall be Commission for the
Farmers to be known as the National Commission for Farmers.

(2) The Commission shall consist of a Chairperson and one member from all provinces,
who shall be farmers and the  conditions of service and tenure of office of the
Chairperson and Members so appointed shall be such as the President may by  rules
determine.

(3) The Federal Government shall in consultation of the Commission determine the
nature and categories of the officers and other employees required to assist the
Commission in the discharge of its functions.

(4)  The Chairperson and members of the Commission shall be appointed by the
President.

(5)  The Commission shall have the power to regulate its own procedure.
(6)  Itshall be the duty of the Commission.-

(a) to investigate and monitor all matters relating to the safeguards provided for the
farmers under this Constitution or under any other law for the time being in force or
under any order of the Government or any scheme implemented by the Government and
to evaluate the working of such safeguards and schemes:
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(b) to inquire into specific complaints with respect to the deprivation of the rights and
benefits of the schemes of the government;

(c) to participate and advise on the socio-economic development of the farmers
and to evaluate the progress of their development under federal. provincial and other
governments;

(d) to present to the president, annually and at such other times as the Commission
may deem fit, reports upon the working of the safeguards and schemes;

(e) to make recommendations as to the measures that should be taken by the federal
and provincial governments for the effective implementation of those safeguards and
other measures for the protection, welfare and socioeconomic development of the
farmers; and

(f) to discharge such other functions in relation to the protection, welfare, development
and advancement of the farmers as the President may, subject to the provisions of any
law made by Parliament, by rule specify.

(7)  The President shall cause all such reports to be laid before each House of Parliament
along with a memorandum explaining the action taken or proposed to be taken on the
recommendations  relating to the Federal and other governments and the reasouns for the
non-acceptance, if any, of such recommendatiorns.

(8)  Where any such report. or any part thereof, relates to any matter with which any
provincial Government is concerned, a copy of such report shall be forwarded to the
Governor of the province who shall cause it to be laid before the Provincial Assembly
along with a memorandum explaining the action taken or proposed to be taken on the
recommendations relating to the Province and the reasons for the non-acceptance, if
any, of any such recommendations.

(9)  The Commission shall, while investigating any matter referred to in paragraph (a) of
clause (6) of this Article or inquiring into any complaint referred to in paragraph (b) of
clause (6) of this Article have all the powers of a civil court trying a suit and in particular
in respect of the following matters, namely: —

(a) summoning and enforcing the attendance of any person from any part of Pakistan
and examining him on oath;

(b)  requiring the discovery and production of any document;

(¢)  receiving evidence on affidavits;
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(d)  requisition any public record or copy thereof from any court or office;
(e) issuing commissions for the examination of witnesses and documents; and
(f)  any other matter which the President may, by rule, determine.

-(10) The Federal and Provincial Governments shall consult the Commission on all
major policy matters affecting farmers.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Agriculture, with its allied sectors, is the largest source of livelihood in Pakistan.
A large percentage of Pakistan's rural households still depend primarily on agriculture for their
livelihood. However, agriculture sector of the country has been facing serious issues. It is
therefore, has become imperative to have a permanent commission for farmers. This
Commission shall have the work of monitoring the existing safeguards, make recommendations
as to the measures that should be taken by the Federal and Provincial governments for their
implementation, inquire into specific complaints of the farmers amongst others.

Sd-

CHOUDHARY FAQIR AHMAD
Member, National Assembly
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