
I frs ',INTRODTJCED IN THE NATTONAL ASSEMBLYI

Bil.t.

further to amend the Higher Education Commission Ordinance, 2002;

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Higher Education Commission Ordinance.
2002 Q\,Io. LIII of2002), fbr the purposes hereinafter appearing:

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

l. Short title and commencement,- ( I ) This Act may be called the Higher Education
Commission (Amendment) Act, 2019.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of section l0 in the Higher Education Commission Ordinance, 2002
(No. LIII of 2002).- In the Higher Education Commission Ordinance, 2002 (No. LIII of 2002), in
section 10, in sub-section (1), after paragraph (w), the following new paragraph (wa) shall be inserted,

namely:-

"(wa) Notwithstanding anything contaited in any law for the time being in force, any
judgment or order of any court or authority, tribtural or a quasi-judicial authority, the

Commission shall make rules for formation, elections, purposes and code of conduct of Student

Unions in institutions.".

STATEMI'NT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Student unions have played a vital role in political history of Pakistan. These unions provide a

platform that allows students to practice upon their skills of diplomacy. debate, politics and leadership.

Moreover, Student unions are training grounds that provide responsible citizens to nation. 'lhe

indulgence in constructive debate, carnpaigning for intra-university positions, developing small-scale
govemance policies, highlighting and resolving issues affecting the student body and ensuing

accountability are some of the drills that make students tum into fine individuals who could shape &e
country's future f<rr the better. Constitution of Pakistan protects the fundamental rights of citizens of
Pakistan. Article l7 of oonstitution guarantees freedom of association, which means that every citizerr

shall have the right to form associations or unions. subject to any reasonable restrictions imposed by
law in the interest of sovereignty or integrity of Pakistan, public order or morality. Non-existence of
student unions for decades has not only promoted violence in campuses but also resulted in stifling the

intellectual growth and social development of students. This amendment Rill intends to revive student

unions, so that, a democratic culture could flourish in Pakistan. This Bill therefore seeks to achieve the

aforesaid objectives.

sd/-

MR. KESSO MAL KHEEAL DAS
Member, National Assembll'
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