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further to amend the Press Council of Pakistan Ordinance, 2002

WIIITREAS it is expedieut further to amend the Press Council of Pakistan Ordinance.
1002 (X('Vll of2002). fbr thc purposes hereinalter appearing:

It is hereby cnacted as fbllows:-

l. Short title and commencement.{ t) This Act ma1'be callcd thc Press Council ol
Pakistan (Amendment) Act, 2019.

(2) lt shall come into lbrce at once.

2. Substitution of section 23, Ordinance XCVII of 2002.- In thc Press Council ol
l'akistan Ordinance, 2002 (XCVII ol 2002), for section 23. the tollowing shall be substinrted.
nantelv:-

"23. Power to make rules.- (1) Subiect to sub-sections (2) and (3). the

Minister-in-char'ge n1ay, by notification in the oft'icial Gazette. *'ithin six months.
mako rules to carry out the purposes olthis Ordinance.

(2) Except the rules made prior to commenccmcnt of the Press (louncil
of Pakistan (Anrc'ndment) Act. 2019,-

(a) the dralt of the rules proposed to be made under sub-section ( I ) shall
be published for the inlormation of persons likcll' to be aitected
thereby;

(b) the publication of the drali rules shalI be made in print and electronic
media including rvebsites in such manner as may be prescribed;

(c) a notice specifying a date. on or after which the draft rules will be
taken into consideration, shall be published with the dralil

(d) objeotions or suggestions, if any. which may be received from an1

person with respect to the drall rules betbre the date so specitied.
shall be considered and decided bctbre flnalizing the rules: and

(e) finally approved. in the prescribcd manner, rules shall bc publishcd
in the official Cazette.

(3) Rules. made after the plorogation of the last session. including rulc's
previously published, shall be laid bclbre the National Asscrnbll atrd tht- Senate as

soon as may be after the commenccment of next session, rcspectively. and therebl
shall stand referred to thc Standing Clommittees concemed with the subject mattel
of the rules tbr examinalion, recommendations and report to thc Nationirl
Assernbly and the Sonatc to the elfect rvhcther the rules.-
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have duly becn published for considering the

suggcstions, if an1. and timelt been mtrdel
have been made within the scope olthe cnrctmenu
are explicit and covercd all the erracted matters;
relate to any taxation:
bar the jurisdiction ol an)' Court;
give retrospective ellect to any provision thereol
impose any punishment; and
made provision for exercise of any unusual power.".

r,bjections ot

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Sulrject tir thc Constitution. prirnaril,v Nlajlis-e-Slrcoro (Par'lianrent) hts exclr"sirc pc'l\1/cr t(-1

nrake laus rr,itlr rcspect to any rlratter in thc Ircdcral i-egislativc List. Frequentll enactments
empower the Govemmcnt, or specilied bodies or ollice-holdcn to make nrlcs to carry out the
purposes thert:of popularl.,- knorvn as delegated. secondary. or subordinate legislaticn.

Rules ol' both the National Asscmbll, and the Senate pror ide that delegated legislation
may be examined by the Committees concemcd. But practically no effective parlianr+ntary
ovcrsight has been made. Further, in the prevalent legal s)'stem it is also a departurc litm the
principle of separation of powers thal laws should be made by thc elected rcpresenlatives Of the
people in Parliament and not by lhe executive Covemment. In parliamentary delnocracir:s. the
principle has been largcly prcserved through an ell'ective systerl ol' parliamenlary con:rtil ol'
executive lau-rnaking. b,v making provision that copies of all subordinatc legislations he laid
betbre cach Ilouse of the Parliamcnt within prescribed sitting days thcreof othervrise thel ceasc
to have eff'ect.

Although under the Constitution. the Cabinet is collectivell responsible to the Senate and
the National Assembly. yet. under the Rules of Business. 1973. thc I\4inistr:r-in-Charge is
responsible fbr policy concerning his Division and the business of rhe I)ivision is orcinaril-v
disposed o1'by. or undcr his authority. as he assumes primary responsibilitv lor the disposal ol
business pe(aining to his portlolio. Therefore it is necessary that all rules. inclu<ling previously
published. made alter the prorogation of the last session shall be laid before both Llouses as soon
as may be after the commencement of a session and thereby shall stand referred to the Standing
(,'ornmiltee concerned with the subject mattcr of the rules.

1-he proposed amcndment would achieve objective of valuable participation of thc people
in rules nraking proccss, meaningful exercise of authority by the Minister-in-Charge to irssumc
primary responsibility for the disposal ol'busincss pertaining to his portfolio including rule
making ald elficient and elfectivc parliamentary oversight rclating to dclcgatcd lel3islation.
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