[ ASINTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
A
Bill
turther to amend the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 and the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898

WHEREAS, it is expedient to further amend the Pakistan Penal Code 1860 (Act XLV of
1860) and the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1898) for the purposes hereinafter
appearing,

It 1s hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title and commencement.- (1)This Act shall be called the Criminal Law
(Amendment} Act, 2019.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Omission of section 325, Act XLV of 1860.- In the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 (XLV of
- 1860), section 325 shall be omitted.

3. Amendment of Schedule II, Act V of 1898.- In the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898
(Act V of 1898), in Schedule II, the entries relating to section 325 shall be omitied.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Attempt to commit suicide is the last stage of frustration. People with mental illness often
feel unsafe, unprotected and neglected by the world at large and they on their own mind; take
refuge in committing suicide instead of seeking help from their closed ones. Basically it is not
them but their mental illness that pushes them to attempt to take their own life. People attempt to
commit suicide often fails on their attempt but still the law of the land does not allow them to be
rehabilitated and to be play an active role in the society once healed. It is the duty of the welfare
State to provide relief to its citizens instead of criminalizing the one who is already suffering. It
is, therefore, expedient to omit section 325 of the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860, the entries relating
to section 325 in Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 and provide rehabilitation facilities as per
the Mental Health Ordinance, 2001 to the people suffering from mental health diseases. The Bill

strives to achieve the aforesaid objectives.

Sd/-

RIAZ FATYANA
Member, National Assembly
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