| AS INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]

A
BILL

Jurther to amend the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan for the purposes hereinatter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title and commencement.—(1) This Bill may be called the Constitution
(Amendment) Bill, 2019.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of Article 179 of the Constitution.— In the Constitution of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan, in Article 179, for the expression “sixty-five” the expression
“sixty-eight” shall be substituted.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The Bill seeks to enhance the retirement age of judges of Supreme Court from 65 to 68
vears keeping in view best practices. In few Commonwealth jurisdictions the retirement ages of
the superior judiciary are more than Pakistan. Reportedly, Supreme Court judges of the Canada
and Fiji retire at 75 years, and the judges of the superior courts of Australia, Kenya, Maldives,
New Zealand, South Africa, Uganda and United Kingdom retire at the age of 70 years. In the
United States of America there is no retirement age for judges of the Supreme Court and they
serve for life unless they opt to retire sooner.

It is an established fact that a judge begins to acquire more and more skill and expertise
once he decides the maximum cases. The years on the bench mature a judge and retiring at the
age of 65 vears amounts to retiring a highly qualified person at the peak of his profession.
Existing law provides for the retirement of the most experienced, productive and reliable Judges
of the superior courts. The knowledge and wisdom that a judge acquires on the bench is a
national resource and it would be highly beneficial to get benefit out of it as long as possible.

The Bill is designed to achieve the aforesaid objects.
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