NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS ON “THE
NATIONAL COMMISSION ON_THE STATUS OF WOMEN (AMENDMENT)
BILL, 2016

I, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Human Rights, have the honor Lo present this
Report on the Bill further to amend the National Commission on the Status of Women Act, 2012
{Act No. VIII of 2012) [The National Commission on the Status of Women {(Amendment) Bill,
2016] (Private Member’s Bill) referred to the Committee on 23" February, 2016.

2. The Committee comprises of the following:
1. Mr. Babar Nawaz Khan Chairman
2. Sahibzada Muhammad Yaqub Member
3. Sayed Essa Nori Member
4. Begum Tahira Bukhari Member
5. Ms. Farhana Qamar Member
6. Ms. Phyllis Azeem Member
7. Ms. Surriya Asghar Member
8. Ms. Kiran Haider Member
9. Ms. Asiya Naz Tanoli Member
10, Ms, Zahra Wadood Fatemi Mcmber
11. Ms. Amra Khan Member
12, Dr. Fehmida Mirza Member
13.  Dr. Shazia Sobia Member
14,  Ms. Musarat Rafique Mahesar Member
1s. Ms. Munaza Hassan ' Member
16.  Mr. Kanwar Naveed Jameel Member
17. Ms. Kishwer Zehra Member
18.  Ms. Aliya Kamran Murtaza Member
19. Mrs. Naseema Hafeez Panezai Member
20.  Mr. Sajid Nawaz Khan Member

21.  Minister for Human Rights Ex. officio Member

3. The Committee considered the Bill in its meeting, held on 27" February, 2017. The
Committee recommends that the Bill placed at Annex-A may not be passed by the National
Assembly.

Sd/- ’ Sd/-
(JAWAD RAFIQUE MALIK) (BABAR NAWAZ KHAN)
Secretary Chairman

Islamabad, the 26 Septémber, 2017 Standing Committee on Human Rights



AS INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY - Anpexure "A”

A
BILL

further to amend the National Comndissioh on the Status of Women Act, 2012 (No. VIl
of 2012).

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the National Commission on the Status of
Women Act, 2012 for the purpcses hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act may be called the National Commission
on the Status of Women (Amer dment) Act, 2016,
{2) it shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of section 16 Act VIl of 2012.- in the National Commission on the Status of
Women Act, 2012 {No. VIl of 2012), in section 16, for sub-section (2), the following new sub-
section shall be substituted, namely:- '

“(2) The Government shall lay biannual report of the Commission, together with
explanatory memorandum as t the action taken thereon before both Houses and shall stand
referred to Standing Committee on Human Rights of both Houses.”

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

To recognize the venerability of women in the country, special laws were framed One
of the prime legislation in this regard is establishment of National Commission on the Status
of Women,

Tha National Commission on the Status of Women was formed through an Act of the
Parliament and the Parliamantary Committee confirms the name of its Chairperson.
However, it has been observed that the Parliamentary Committee after confirming the
Chairperson of the Commission becomes redundant. Though, a provision of the National
Commission on the Status of Women Act, 2012 calls upon the Government to place an annual
report of the Commission befcre the Parliament. But since then, an annual report hasn’t been
placed before the Parliament even after 3 years of the establishment of the Commission.
Likewise, the present Act does not make it mandatory an the Government to apprise the
Parliament on the nature of actions that have been/ are being taken on the report/
recommendations of the Cornmission. Thus, this amendment will ensure that not only a
biannuat report of the Commission will be presented and debated upon in the Parliament and
committees thereof, but also be attached therewith an explanatory memorandum as what
actions have been taken therzon by the Government. This amendment will indeed enhance
the role of Parliament and make National Commission on the Status of Women more
effective. ' '

Sd/-
MS. SAMAN SULTANA JAFRI,
DR. NIKHAT SHAKEEL KHAN,
Members, Natlonal Assembly.



