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Thc National Assembly of Pakigtan met in the Assembly Cbamber,.
(State Baok Buildirg), Islamabad, at half past four of the clock, in tha
aftcrnoon, Mr. Speaker (Sahibzada Farooq Ali) in the Chair.

ASSEMBLY DEBATES

NATIONAL ASSBMBLY OF PAKISTAN

Saturday, tbe 7th September, 1971

Recitation frcm the Holy Qur'an.

REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE WgOLE
HOUSE ON THE QUESTION OF STATUS IN ISLAM OF
PERSONS WHO DO NOT BEL]EVE IN THE FINALITY

OF PROPHETHOOD OF THE HOLY PROPHET
MUHAMMAD (PEACE BE UPON HlM)-Adopted.

Mr. Spcakcr : Yes, the Law Mitrister.

Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada : Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the 30th Jutre thie
year, a non.substantive Resolution or Motion was submitted by me
rcgardiog dctermination of status in Islam of persons who do Dot believc
in the Aoality of the Prophethood of Prophet Mubammad (peace bc,
upon him). The National Assembly of Pakistan was pleased to
convera itself into a Special Committee of the whole House to
discuss and deliberaet upoD this matter. On that day, after my non-
substantive Resolution was carried unanimously, one more Resolution
from the Opposition was moved which was also referred to the
Special Committee of thc whole House. From the 30th June 1974 until
a few mitrutes back, the Special Committ€e of the whole House con-
sidered this matter aod duritrg this period we held a number of sittings
which all took place in ctmera. We adopted the procedure unanimously.
Wc invited suggestions, motioDs and resolutions from Members. We
also in that Committee decided to set up a SteeriBg Committee which
would formulate the procedure for the Special Committee of the wbole
House and also assist and help the Special Committee in resolving tho
issue. On the Steering Committee were sorne L{embers from Pakistatr
People's Party and Pakisran Muslim League (Qayyum Croup) there were
Members from the Opposition Parties and particularly Jamiatul-Ulema- c-
lslam was represented by Maulana Mufti Mahmood and Maulana
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Gbulam Ghaus Hazarvi. Tbere were representatives of Council Muslim
Lcaque. National Awami Party, Jamsat-e-Islami, Pakistan Cooven-
tion- Muslim League, Markazi Jamiat-ul-Ulm a-e- Pakistan and Inde-
Dendents Duriog the eotlre period of thrcc months, I have to report
ihat aU along we found coDseosus or unity. Alrhough we had somc
difficulty which was procedural and substantive, but we were unanimuos
iu thc deliberation inside tbis Committee. This Committee also con-
tinucd to work betweerl the Opposition Parties aad the Leader of the
House, the Prirne Minister; and within our Party also we kept on
having informal discussion. During the final phase, the representativcs
of thC Parties joined in these discussions and informally also we had
8ougbt coocurrence, as far as possible, of all the viewpoints represcnted
in tbis Hourc. A formal Rcaolutirn was moved carlier on belore the
Spccial CoDmittac; there were rcveo signatoriee. but loformally I had
atro consulted Mdulana Gholam Gbaus He zRryi snd he was also sitb Ut
,on this, This I wanted to bring on record.

Now, during our sittings we examined some witnesser who voluntcer-
ed to appear befor.e us. We coisidered papcrs and finally, at about
four of the clock, we brought these proposals before the Special Com-
mittce, wbich wcre approved in the form of a recommendation uoani-
DoE.ly.

Now wlth your pcrmission' Mr. Speaker, I would present bcfore
you, in ditdlarge of tho obligation placed upon tho SpGcial Committce,
its unauimoua recommendations. These are as under :

"The Speciat Committee of tbe Wbole tlouse, assisted by ias
Steering Committee and Sub-Committee, baving considered
tbe resoluticns beforc it or r€ferteC to it by tbc National
Assembly and after pcrusal of lhe docume ts and examina-
tion of the witnesse3, including thc heads of sadar Arjurnan-i-
Ahmadia, Rabwah, and Anjuman-i-Ahmadi6 Ishaat.i-IslaE,
Irbore, rdpectivcly, unaDirtrously maker the following rc-
comm€ndations to thc NatioDal Assembly :-
(e) That th6 Coustitution of Pekistan be amendcd as

fo llo ws:

(i) That in Article 106 (3) a refercoce be iasdtcd to DGr-
sols of the Q rCimi Group and tbe Lahoti Gr'our
(who call tbemselves'Ahmadis') ;

(ii) Ibat a non-Muclim may b" defined in a ncr' clf,ur li
Articto 260."

Sir, prcsisely spcakiog, thc proposals for coostitutional amcodmcDtr
ar! es EDder :

..(l).Tbat in the Constitution of the hlamio Rcpublic of pakirtaD,
in Articl€ t06, in clause (l), after tle wor{ .communiticr'r
tbe uords and brackars-,and persoos of the eadieni group oithc Lahori group lwbo cail themselves .ah-madis')-sbali bc
inscrted ; and
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QI'BSTION OF STATUT tN ISLAM OF PBRSONS *i{O DO NdT TiELIEVE IN THB
SINALITT OF PROPEBTEOOD OF THA HOLY P&OPHAT MUIIAXI{AD

(PPrcB BE rrPON B[,i)

itr fho CoDstitutiod, id Arlicle 26$, after clrusc (2),
ncw clausc .hall bc addcd, namoly 3

tho followiog

"(3) A persoo who docs not believe io thc absolule and unqualificd
finality of thc Prophethood of Mubammad (Peaoc !c upon
him) the lsst of the Prophets, or glaims to be s prophctr io
any sense oI the word, or of any description whatsoivbr.
after Muhammad (Pcace be upon him), or recogoizcs tgch a
claimant as a prophet or a religious reformer, is not a Muslim
for the purtlos€€ of the Cdfttitution 6i l8w."

$ii, ap+it from these constitntioial amehdnhd[ts' thtfa tre somo
rccomm!'ddatioils with regard tb leEllsk{fivc di pro€edilfdl btasures.

Tbesc are :

"That the rccommenlations of the
whole House be adoPted."

Special CeEsirlcc of the

The motion was adopted

"That an explaoation be added to the alrcady existing Sectioo
295'A of tbe Pakistan Penal Code td tha eflect lhat :

i'a Muilim who profess€s, Flactfter df. propldires agaiost
the concept of the finalily of tt6 Prophethood of
Muhabmad (Peace Ue upon him) {s sct our in clause (3)
of Article 260 of the Constltutido, lhrll bc punishablo
uudet ihis section."

Sir, it ie also rccommitidtd (tat co'nseqti:trtial legislative and proce-
dural amcndments may be made in the r€levant laws such as thc
National Registration Aet, tqZl arC the Electdfal Rdlls Rulod, 1974.
Thcsc are subsequent matters. These are final recom;4endations. Sir,
tho unanimous recommendaiion ir that the IIfe, fiberty, pJdperty,
honour aod fundamental rights of all citizens of Pakistan, irrespcctive of
tba commuaitics to which tbey belong, sholl be fully profecred and
0afoguardcd.

Sii, I bcB ro stbmit tbat lf thesa aia drpl6ved tuid ddopted rhen I
rhall be movlng beforo th[s august Hotisd tbe CdEstitdtion (Second
Ameodment) Bill whicb has been circulated. Thank you vcry much,

Mr. Speokcr : Did you move a formal motion ?

Mr. Ahil llrfecz Plrzrdr : sir, i beg to Eove :

"Th&r lhc rccommeuJaticns of tbe Special Comorittce of tbc
w6olc IIom: be edopted."

Mr. Spcrher : Motiod moYed :
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TEB CONSTITUTION (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL, 1974

Mr, Abrlul Hafeez Pirzrda : Sir. I beg to introduce the Bill furthor
to amcnd the Constitution of thc Islamic Rcpublic of Pakistan. lThc
Conrtitution (Sccond Amendment) Bill, 19741.

Mr. Spcrler : Thc Bill further to amend the Coostitution of the
Irlamic Republic of Pakistan [The Cotrstitutioo (Second Amcndment)
Bill, 19741 sland! iotroduced.

Ycs, No. 3.

Mr. Abdul HrfcGz Ptza(lr : Sir, I beg to move.

.'That thc requirements of rule 9l of the Rules of Procedurc and
Conduct of Business in tbe National Assembly, 1973, in
rcgerd to thc Bill further to amend the Constitutibn of thc
Islamic Republic of Pakistan IThe Constitutioe (Second
Amendment) Bill, 19741, be dispensed with."

Mr. Speater : The queltion is.

"That thc requircmcnts of the rule 91 of the Rules of Proceduro
and Conduct ofBusiDess in the National Assembly, 1973, io
regard to the Bill further to amend the Conltitution of tho
Irlamic Republic of Pakistan [The Constitution (Sccond
Amendment) Bill, 197+1, be dispensed with."

The motion was adoprc.l

Mr. Speaker : No. 4, Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada.

Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzrrle : I beg to move:

"That the requirements of sub-rule (2) of rule 92 of thc Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the National Asscmbljr,
1973, in regard to the Bill further to amend the Constitution
of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan IThe Constitution (Secood
Amendment) Bill, 19741, also be dispensed with."

Mr. Speoker : The question is :

"That the requirements of sub-rule (2) ot rule 92 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the National Assembly,
1973, in regard to the Bill further to amentl the constitution
of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan [The Constitution (Second
Amendment) Bill, 19741, also be dispensed with."

Thc motlon was adopted

Mr. Speaker : No. 5.

Mr, Abdul Hefeez Pirzada : Sir, I beg to move :

"That the Bill further to amend the Constitution of tbe lslamic
Republic of Pakistan [The Constitution (Second Amendment)
Bill, 19741, be taken into consideration aI once."
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Mr. Sprahcr : Motion movcd :
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I
I

"Tb8t ths Bill further to smend tbc constitution of the Islsmio
Rcpub^lic.-of.Pakistan [The Coostitution (Sccood AtDcndEcnt)
Bill, 19741, bc taken into consideration at oDce.',

Would you likc to explaio ?

fhe question is :

"'That the Bill further to smcnd thc Coostitution of tbe Islamic
Republic of Pakistan [The Constitution (Second Amcndmcnt)
Bill 19741, be taken iDto consideration at oncc."

lThe motion was adopted

Mr, Speeker : Now you can say a few words. (Inte uption), Tben
?c take up clause by clause.

Mr. Abdol Hafeez Pirzada : I would not like to say anything excep!
phat is cortained in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. Sir, the
National Arsembly unanimously adopted the unanimous rccommendationl
of the Special Committee of the whole House on thc qu€stion of status in
klam of persons who do not believe in tbe finality of tbe Prophethood.
The Constitution (Amendment) Bill seeks to ametrd the Constitution of
the hlamic Republic of Pakistan so as to declare to be a non-Muslim
any person who does not believe in the absolute and unqualified finality
of tbe Prophethood of Muhammad (Peace be upon him) or who claiml
to be a Prophet after Muhammad (Peace be upon bim)or recognizer
auch a claimant as a prophet or a religious reformer. Now the Leadct
ol the House, the Prime Miniiter of Pakistan would be speaking on thc
tbird reading, on motion No. 6 wben we move it. Sisce this is a unani-
oous dccision of both the House and the House Committee to accept
the recommeDdations of the Committee, therefore, I do Eot want to
rty aDything more.

Mr. Sperker : Tbe question is :

"That Clausc 2 stands part of thc Bill,"
(A ycs : 126).

The ntotton was adopled unanimously.

Mr, Abdul Hafcez Pirzada ; Sir, therc was no member who did aot
rirc.

Mr. Speaker : It is unanimous.

NoP wc will take up clau8e 3.

Sahlbzrda Ahmad Raza Khan Qasuri : I have an amendmcnt, Sir.

Mr. Speaker Sir, I bcg to move :

"Tha! in clausc 3 of thc Conslilulion (SccoDd AEeDdmcnf) Bill.
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1974, the proposed clause (3) be deleted and rewritten as
follows:-
"Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani and his followers, rvith

whatever name they are known, are outside the pale of
Islam and are Non-Muslrms for the purpose of the Conr-
titution and larv. "

Mr. Abdut Hafecz Pirzada : This is not in order. First of all, I will
tay that no objection was raised at the Committee's level wben the text
ofthe Constitution (Amendment) Bill was unanimcusly accepted; and
theD wheD I brought the amending Bill with tbe text before tbis Housc,
alongwith the ricommendations-of the Committee, you asked, Sir, and
it was unanimously carried ; and now this amendment-wbat is the pur'
port of this amtndment ? I(indly sec the definition. Is it not exhaus-
iive enougb or have not all the leariers accepted it ? If he can gct the
permissioi by seeking a majority of two-ihird of the members to tise,
-wo will have io objection, altliougl it is totally redundant and a useless
aItrcndment.

Sehibzada Ahmart Raze Khan Qasuri : I seek the permission thcl
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani and his followers,..

Mr. Spakcr : No, tbis is against the rule.

S-abibzada Ahmld Rsza Khatr Qasuri : Already I have moved.

Mr. Sperker : Tbe question is :

"That lcave bc granted for the amen.lmeot of Mr. Ahmad Raza
Qasuri moved to the Bill."

Mr. Zulfikar Ali B[utto : This is not in order. The definition hsd
bccn introduced by the Law Mitrister as a result of a unanimoue agreo-
Ecnt of the cntire House and it covers the amendment that he is lryio8
lo Dove. It is fully covered and is just redundant and superfluous. I!
ir completcly out of order.

, Mr, Speaker : I am only putting for the leave.

Is tbe House prepared to grant him leave ?

Yolcer : No, no.

Mr. Spcrker : Lcave is rcfurcd.

Schibzada Abnart Raza f,han Qasorl : I walk out becausc thelc iJ
Do dcclaration about thcm as Non-Muslims.

Dr, S. Mahmood Abbas Bokhari : We don't mind your walk.out,

Mr. Spertcr : Thc qucetion before the House ir,

"That clause 3 be adopt€d".

(Aye6:125).
Ihe morion wdt oilopted una^imously.
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Mr. Speaker : The qu€stion beforc the Hourc is :

"That ihort title and preamblc form part of the Bill."
(AYes : 124).

The ruotion wzs adopted unanlmously,

Mr. Speaker : Item No, 6-Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada.

Mr. Abdul Hsfeez Pirzads : Sir, I beg to move:

"fhat th€ Bill furtber to amend the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Pskistan [The Conslitution (Second Amendm€nt]
Bill, 1974l, be passed."

Mr. Speaker : The motion is :

"That the Bill further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan [The Constitution (Second Amendnent)
Bill, 19741, be passed,"

Yes, the honourable Leader of the House.

yl ,;21 /_rf ,r.i6. J.t .r .I rrl nt I )lr vt- : tjd |JL 6ry
- o7 2-2{ ylii. n )-* "iii

g1. 4tj;e(- Jr;,+. e-1Q E --;tj,. ! !1, t li- ; oJ, 1.)U Uljr

"{ a :\.frr- r,1, 31111 ;31 .:.s6- + - t+, t.5i ur *r g,.t L,f -
- 7 t2s s: jt 6rl pl- * f d9r1r drt iU Dl 6;a1l L oll

Mr. Speaker : The leader of the House.

Mr. Zrlfikar Ali Bhutto (Primc Minister and Lcader of lhe House) :
Mr. Spcakcr, Sir, I do not want to make politi€al capital when I say tha!
this is a unanimous decision of the entire House. We have had elaborats
diocussions with all members of thc House representirg all shadcs of
opinion and all Parties in the National Assembly. ADd the decision
which has been reached today is a national decision.

(App lause)

It is a decision of the people of Pakistan, It represeots the will and
the aspirations and the seDtimeDts of thc Muslims of Pakiotan. I would
not want the Government to take aDy credit for it. I would not want
any individual to takc any crcdit for it. I would Eay that this difficult
decision, and in my humblc opinion in many rcspects the most difrcult
dccision, would not have been taken without democratic institutiotrr 8nd
witb democratic authority.

(/pplause)

Thie ir an old problem. The problem is 90 years old, and with tha
parlagc of timc it bas lecome more cornplicatcd, It has aroused much
biltcrness, Euch division in our society and to tbis day it hat trot bGGD
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rcsolved. We have been told that this probl€m arose in the past, not on
one occasion, but on a uumber of occasions and that it has been rcsolv-
cd in the past and it can be resolved even at the present by adopting
the same measures as w€re taken in tbe past. I do not know of the
1,arious measures taken in the past to tackle this problem ; but I do
know ofthe measures takenin 1953to resolve tbis problem. In l95J
brutal force was used not to resolve tbe problem, Mr. Speaker and
honourable Members of this House, but to suppress the problem, By
suppressing a problem you do trot resolve it If thc same sort of wise
men had suggested that this Govertrmeot should resolvc tbis problem by
rupprcssing the people and their feelings, we may, perhaps, have had
a temporary resolurion ofthe problem. But it would not have been
a genuine resolution of tbe problcm. t he passioDs it aroused would Dot
'have abated. They would have gone into the background, but the real
problem would trot have been resolved.

The object of our present offort bas been to fiud a permanent solu-
tion to the problem, and I can assure you that we bave left no stone
unturned to comc to a correct and an appropriate decisioo. Of course,
cmotions were ilvolved, feeliogs were stirred up. There has been a
problem of law and order. There has been loss of Iife. Tirere has
been loss of property. There have been anxious moments. The whole
nation has lived in tension for the last tbree mo[ths, in fear anl in expec-
tancy. fhere have been rumours, there hiive been s reeches, speeches on
the streets aod speeches in the mosques, and there has bcen great tension
and gr€at excitement. I do not wbnt to re-capitulate here and now of
what took place oD the 22nd of May or on the 29tli of May. I do not want
to go into causes oI the immeliatc problem as to how it erupted and how
it spread like a prairie fire throughout the country. It would not be
appropriate for me at rbis momeot to go into the genesis of thc immediate
issues. But let II}e take the Members of this august House back to my
speech rvbich I addressed to the nation on the l3th of Jutre.

In that speech, I told the people of Pakistan quite clearly that this
c/ss a religious issue ; fundamentally and basically it is a religious issue.
The basis of PakistaD is Islam, Pakistan came into crealion for the Mus-
lims to have a homeland ; and if a decision is taken wbich the body of
Muslims in this country feel to be against the tenets of the fuodamcntal
beliefs of Islam, it would dangerously affect the rationalc znd ralson
d'etre of Pakistao. Being a purely religious issue it was not proper for
my Government or for me as an individual to make a pronouncement oo
the l3tb of June on this matter. Many people met me in Lahore and
they were greatly agitated about this problem. They asked me why I
sboirld not pionounce a decision there and than, a decision that thc vast
majority of the Muslims want, and that if I did this that would be grc,at
credit tb my Government, to me as an individual and that I would be
losing the opportunity of a lifetime if I did not seize upon that moment
to make a popular annouocemcnt.

I told those friends of mine that the issue was very complicatcd and
very basic. It was the problem which had agitated the miods of the
Muslims of the sub-contincnt for ninety years. It was the problem which
had agitated the mind, ofthe people of Pakistan since thc inception of
Pakirtan and that it would not be fair of me to capitalise oo thc
exigcncies of the moment and to pronounce a decisioo. I told these
'fricndr that we have cstablisbed democracy in Pakistan' Wc havc
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restored democracy in Pakistan. Therc is a National Assembly of
Pakistan, It i. the higbest forum in the land and, in my opinion,
in my humble opinion, the appropriate forum for the scttlement of
this dispute would be the National Assembly of Pakistan and that in
this National Asscmbly of Pakistao, as the leadcr of thc majority party,
I would not exercise the wbip of the majority party on tbe Members of
thc National Assembly, that I would like to leave this issue to the con-
science of the Members of the Assembly and to the conscience of the
Mcmbers in my own party.

The mcmbers of the Pakistan Peoplc's Party will bear me out \{hen
I say that wbile on many other occasions I bave given them directions,
I havegiven tbem iostructions, Ihave given tbem the mandate of the
party, but on this matter, apart from a general discussion which I had
only on onc occasion, I did notcall asinglcmemberof the Pakigtan
People's Parly to advise him or to influence bis thinking on this mattcr.
I do not mind, telling you, Mr. Speaker, that I haye had many anxious
and sl€epless moments over tbis issue. I appreciate the ramifications
of tbis decisioD. I appreciate tbe political remifications, the economic
repercussions and the ramifications affecting the security of the State.
This is no li8ht matt.r. But as I said earlier, Pakistsn is a Muslim
State; it came into being because the Muslims of the sub-cootinetrt want-
ed a sparate homeland. Islam is a religion of the people, of the majority
ofthe people of this country and I am not deviating from any of our
principles io channelising tbis decision through the democratic and thc
proper processes. The Pakistan People's Party's first principle is that
"Islam is our faitb." The very important iDterest of Islam comes first to
the Pakistan People's Party. The second principle is our polity, and as wa
believe in democracy, the only rigbt thing for us to have dtrne was to havc
brought this matter to the National Assembly of Pakistan. And at the
same time, with pride I would say that we are fully committed to tho
cconomic concept of. our party lbat economy of Pakistan is socialism
and we stand by the socialist priociple of economy.

In taking tbis decision we bave Dot deviated from any of our princi-
ples. We have stood firmly by all three fuudamental principles ofour
ptrty. Repeatedly I have said that basic principles, the higher norms of
Islam are not in conflict with the requirements of social justice and with
the need to end economic exploitation through tbe processes of social-
ism. This is both a religious decision and a secular decision. It is a
religious decision because it affects tbe rnajority of the populalioD of
Muslims. It is a secular decision because we live in modern times and we
bave a secular Constitution and we believe rn the citizetrs of the counlry
to have lheir full rights. Every PakistaDi has a rigbt to profess his religion,
bis caste and his scct proudly and with confidence and without fear, and
lbis guarantee the ConstitutioD of Pakistan gives to citizens of Pakistan.

To my Covernment it will become now all the more necessary to
protect the rights of ull citizens of Pakistan. This is absolutely
estcDtial. I do not want to leave aDy scope for ambiguity. It is our
moral and sacred duty, indeed, it is our Islamic duty, to protect thc
rights of cvery citizen of Pakistan and I want to assure you. Mr. Spraker
Sir, and I want to makc it quitc clear to cvcry on€ outsidc tbis Honse
that this will be done and there should be no doubt in any oBe's mind,
{bat we will not tolerate any form of vandalism or aoy form of humili-
.ation or insult to aDy cjtizen or community of this country.
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Mr. Speaker Sir ln the course of these tbree moDths, in the course
of this very acute crisis, some arrests have been made, some people have
been jailed, some action has been taken. Tbis also was our duty. tYc
could not allow the forces of chaos and anarchy to hold sway. We can-
not allow the forces of anarchy and cbaos to dictate its will on an
organised societ). In the course of our duties we have had to take thesc
measures. But I want to assure you on this occasioo, when tbe wholc
House has unanirnously taken such an important decision, that I shall
immediately review each and every case and with this chapter having.
closed, it should be found possible for'us to take a lenient view of these
cases. I hope that in due course someof these persons who have been
arrested on account of any agitation or any other trouble caused during
this period of time will be dealt with letriently and released.

As I said Mr. Speaker lct us hope that we bave closed this chap-
ter, It would Eot be my achievement. It would not be the achievement
of the GoverDment. I watrt to emphasise tbat again and again. lt will be
the Pakistan's achievemert. It till be thc achlevemert of the people of
Pakistan in which all ofus will share. I want to give the whole House
the credit for this decision. I know that tbis decision could not have
been taken unanimously without adjustment and accommodation anl
without the spirit of understanding sbown by the \vhole Ilouse and by all
parties rcprelented in tbis House. We bad this kind cf spirit and rve had
this kind of understanding when we framed the Coostitutiorr. The Cons-
titution is a futrdamental law of the country. It took us,Tyearsto
(rame the Constitution and it was a great laDdmark in the history of
Pakistan when we were able to arrive at a Constitution accepted by all
parties of the House and passed unanimously by the National Assembly
of Pakistan. ln the same spirit we have taken this difficulr decision. Who
knows, Mr. Speaker, Sir, the future might present us witb more problemr
and more difficult problems. But in my bumble opinion, I think, tbat so
far, iD the history ofPakistsn, this has been the most difficult problem'
In my opinion aDd, I migbt be wrong because, as I haYe said, tomorrow
might preient us with issues wbicb ari more complicated, more difrcult.
I cannot say.

But looking backwards, looking at tbis whole issue in its historical
context, I woild say thai this hai been indeed a most difficult problem.
It had gone to every home ; it had gone to every village, it had affected
every individual aid it had grown and grown and grown ia magnitud.e'
atrd witb the passage of time; it had becons a monster. It had to be
tackled. We' had -to facc utrpleasant realities squarely in tbe face. We
could have escaped lrom it. We could havc agaln procrastinated. We
could bave again referred thc matter to the Supreme Court or we could
bave gone to tbe Islamic Advisory Council or we could have seEt the
mattei to the Islamic Socretariat. After all a Government aod thc human
beings bave the ingetruity to put off issues, to put tbem back and to find
smaller arrangemEnts tb mLct the situation of the day. But we did not
wanl to approrch this problem in that sprrit. We waDted to approach this
problem in tbe spirit of findiDg a flnal solution to it, and it is in this spirit
that thc National Assemblv mct io secret session in a Committee. Now
the National Assembly iret in secret 6ession. It was importaDt for thc
National Assembly to meet in lecret session. There was a good reason
for the National' Assembly to meet in Becret session. If the National
Assembly had Dot met in seire! scs6ion, do you thiok' Sir, thst sll thi$



rHE CONSIITUTION (STCOND AXENDMBNT) BILL, 1974 1$9.

trutb would have come out, tbat peoplc would havc spoken as freely and
as frankly as they did because it Sas ibe secret session of the Hous; ? lf
lbey would have known that there ir the pressure of thc gallcry, that the
people were watcbiog, that the specches or the statemcDts were going-to
t,e ricorded and reported in tbe papers, they would not have spoken witb
tbe same freedom as they diti because it vras the secr€t session. Now
since il was a secret session, we must respect lhe secrecy of these pro-
ceedings for an additioDal period of time. In history finally nothing re-
mains secret. But there is a iime to bring out these thiogs. Since tbe
proceedings of the House were in camera and since we give to every
Member of Lhe Flouse and those who appeared here to make their state-
ments the guarantee that they are speaking in utter secrecy and tbat
what they say will not be distoried or will not be used or capitalised
upon for political or other purposes, I lbink tbat it is but r,ecessary thar
the House should maintain, fbr a given period of time, that secrecy ; and
that in the fullness of time it will be poisible for u8 to bring out these
proceedings because lhc record must come out at some stage, I do not
say that we must bury these records. Not at all. On the contrary it would
be utrrealistrc of me to make such a suggestion. I only say that for a
period of time, if we want to close iEe chapter, if we want to make a
new beginning, if we want to rise to new heights, if we want to go for-
ward, if we want to consolidate the national gains, if we want to bring
back tbe much needed normalcy to Pakistan, not only on this issue but
orr otber issucs also-and lef me tell the Housc that I hope that tho
settlement of tbis issue will be a harbinger for discussions and negotia-
tiotrs on othcr matters as well-let us hope that this augurs well for us
(o move to the Dext stage, to move to new challenges with the hope and
expectation of resolving all these national issues in a spirit of understand.
ing aBd accommodatioD.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not want to say anytbiDg more. I have said
what I felt on this matter and this is not a decision of a single man, a! [
have said. Again I repeat this is a religious issue. It is a decision affect-
ing our faith and it is a decision of the whole House, of the etrtire
oation. It is a decision according to the. sentiments of the people. I do
not think it was humanly possible for this House to do more. I do not
tbint it was humanly possible for tbis House to do anything less if a
permanent solution to this problem was required.

Now there might be some people who might not be happy with this
decision. They might be uohappy over this decision. Ihis is but natural.
How can everyooe be happy with a decision of a problem that has defied
solution for 90 years. lf it were a simple decision and if it was possible
to make cveryone happy, it would bave been possible to bave found a
solution to this problem much earlier. But this was not done, It was not
done in 1953 and those people who say that it was resolved io 1953 arc
not making a correct analysis of the situation, I do admit and I do know
that there will be people who will be very uthappy over this decision.
Now it is not for me to express their feelings, but I ivbuld say tbat it is
cven in their long term ioterest that the problem, has been seitled. Today
they may feel unhappy, they may Dot like the decision, they may resent
it, but objectivcly speaking and speaking entirely impersonally, trying 10
puamyself in thc shoes ofothers; I would say that ihey $hould ako be
happy with this decision becauoe it has settled the pioblem and theif
constitutional rigbts have bcen guaranteed, I remember when the molion
for the Opposition wac moved by Maulana Shah Ahmad Noorani, he
EEpbasised on th€ importasce of giving full protection to all citizenc
afrecled by the decision.
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As the whole House aod as the whole nation agrees, it is the duty of
cv€ry Party, it is tbe duty of the Governroent and of thc Opposition aDd
it is the duty ofevery citizen to give full protection to all citize[s of
Pakistan. Indeed, this is the essence of Islam, its preaching of tolerance.
Mu6lims bave practised tolerance. Islam has Dot only preached toleraDce,
but Islam and Muslim society throughout history has practised tolerance.
If Muslim societies were tolerant to the Jews in its dark days when
Christiandom was persecuting Jews in Europe-the Jews found shelter in
the Ottoman Empire, and Jews wbo were persecuted by the other socie-
ties found she:ter among Arabs, among Turks, among the Mustim society
everywhere-this is an Islamic State, we are Musalmans, we are PakistsDit
rnd it is our sacred duty to give full prolection to all communities and
to all people and to all citizens of Pakistan. lvlr. Speaker, Sir, with thes6
sords I concludc. Thank you.

Mr. Speaker : The question is,

"That the motion be adopted."

Those who are in favour may...

Mr. Abdut Hafeez Pirzoda : It is the 6nal reading of the Bill. The
motion has already been made that the Bill be passed, and it has to be
Passed by tbe two-third majority. So, it is not by vote, it is by rising in
8eats.

Mr. Speaker : Yes. The question is :

"Tbat the Brll further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic Re-
public of Pakistan [The Constitution (Second Ametrdmeot)
Bill, 19741, be passed."

Those who are in favour may please rise in their seats.

(Members rose in theit seats)

Mr. Speaker : May be counted again because time has elapsed.
The honourable members may please remain in their seats because we
have to go in for Division. Under sub-rule (4), the motion has to br
carried by a vote of two-third majority of the total membership of thc
i{sscmbly. We have to go by this. This is a Constitutiooal amendment.

Matik Mohammad Akhtar : Wbich rule is that ?

A Member : Rule l2J (4).

Mr. Speaker : The honourable members who are in favour of pass'
ing of the Bill may please go to tbe "Ayes" Galtery atrd get their votcs
recorded.

(Division took place)
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t07. Dr. Mrs. Ashraf Khatoon Abbasi

108. Rais Atta Mohammad Khan Marri
109. Mir. Darya Khan Khoso

ll0. Prof. Ghafoor Ahmad
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Mr. Speaker: The gates may be opened. The Division is closcri.
According to tbe result of the Division, tbe votes in favour .re 130,
The Bill is passed. Thc Constitution (Second Amendment) Bill is
passed.

Before I adjourn the National Assembly sine die, I want to say
one thing. Yes, Mr'. Pirzada, you want to say somethiog ?

Mr. AHul I{afeez Pirzada : I want to say thet there was Do votc
against the Bill.

Mr. Speaker : Yes, no voies against, it is uoanimous. IIow before
I ajourn the National Assem'cly sine die,I jt st want to say that I have
reirinded thc honourabl: Members in the ffouse Committee and agaio I
want to remind them about the serrecy that all the documents anl all
tbe record whicir is in possession of the honourable Members is confi-
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dential and secrct ; aud slso for the tnembcrs of the Press that nothing
can bc published, out of any of the record, which wc held in tho socret
mcetiogs unless it is ofEcially releascd by the Natiooal Assembly Scc-
retariet.

And with th.se words, I would also likc to add my thrnks to all the
horourable Members who have set in this Houro, firut in thG Budget
Session and then io the secret session, for almost four motrths. Th6 sec-
ret sessiorr was a rare.l.perirlent rD a democratic proccs! for which I 8m
:,rrtoful to the Prime Minister, the Law Minister, to sll th! honourable
leadcrl of the Parties and to all thc bonourable mcmbers of tbe Houlc,
and specially who were rarcly to bc sccn, rod mv special thsnks to tbose
who have been regular. And really it was E blttle aqainst psticnce be-
cause we sat for ten to fifteen hours, and in ono day we srt for si[toen
hours, continucus cross-examination aod soeech going on ; and I am
again thankful aDd grateful to 8ll the honourable Members. Thank you
v€ry much.

The Assembly is adjourncd rrze d/r.

Tnc Nalinal Assembly aljouned slnc die.




