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CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY OF PAKISTAN

Thursday, the 10th April, 1952

The Constituent Assembly of Pakistan met in the Assembly Chamber,
Karachi, at Ten of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Mr.
I'amizuddin Khan) in the Chair.

ELECTION TO THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
Mr. President : I have to make an announcement. I have to inform

the House that up to 4 p.m. on Monday, the 24th March, 1952, the time
fixed for receiving nominations for the Finance Committee for the finan-
cial year 1952-53, nom nations in respect of the following candidates were
received, viz., .

1. Mr. B. C. Nandy
2. Mr. Ghayasuddin Pathan
3. Syed Khalilur Rahman
4. Makhdumznda Syed Hasan Mahmud.

As the number of candidates .is equal to the number of vacancies I
declare-

1. Mr. B. C. Nandy
2. Mr. Ghayasuddin Pathan
3. Syed Khalilur Rahman
4. Makhdumzada Syed Hasan Mahmud

duly elected to the Finance Committee.

PROCEDURE FOR DEALING WITH MOTIONS
Mr. President: First of all let us decide the procedure that we

should foIow in dealing with these motions. These motions fall into
two groups and they are of a similar nature. Therefore unless the Home
disagrees I think it will be better that one resolution of the group
which seeks Bengali to be made r s one of the state languages, may be
moved and another of the next group may be moved and then amend-
ments tabled may be moved. There will be a general discussion and all
members who have given notice of motions will be entitled to speak as
well as others, if they like, and if they are able to catch my eye. If the
House agrees I want to follow this procedure.

The Honourable Mr. Fazlur Rahman (East Bengal: Muslim) : When
the amendments will be moved?

Mr. President: After the motions are put.
The Honourable Mr. Fazlur Rahman: After all the motions are

moved.
Mr. President: I propose only two motions to be moved, One from

the Bengali group and another from the Arabic group.
The Honourable Plrzada Abdus Sattar Abdur Rahman (Sind:

Muslim): I think Sir, it would be proper that as soon as a motion is
( 19 )



20 CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLYOF PAKISTAN [10TH APRIL, 1952

[The Honourable Pirzada Abdus: Sattar Abdur Rahma~.]
allowed to be moved, the amendment to that is moved and as soon as
the second motion is moved, amendment to that will be moved. Let us
first take the first motion and its amendments.

Pr~f. Raj· Kumar Chakraverty (Zast Bengal: General): Sir, the
resolutions are not the same .. The language of the resolution is not the
same and the contents are also different. For example, the resolution
of Mr. Nul' Ahmed and that of mine are different. Mr. Nul' Ahmed men-
tio~s Urdu while I mention 'one of the State languages '. Therefore, I
claim, S.r, that I should be allowed. to move my resolution.

Mr. Pre iident : There are no doubt slight differences but they are
more or les s the same to my mind.

Prof. Raj Kumar Chakraverry : Mr. Nur Ahmad mentions Urdu and
I. .want Bengali to be one of the State languages.

Sardar Shaukat Hyat Khan (Punjab: Muslim' : The Member should
be allowed ~0 move hs own motion, why should he speak on someone
else's.

Mr. President : It is very different from the other resolutions ?
Prof. Rai Kumar Chakravertv : Because I do not say about any other

languages which can claim to be the State language or languages of
Pakistan. I only mention Bengali.

The Honourable Sardar Abdur ::-:'ab Khan Nishtar (Punjab: Muslim) :
The principle is the same.

The Honourable Mr. Nurul AI1\;11 (East Bengal: Muslim) : Sir, may
I submit one th.ng. Sir,;t is very c1ifficult to speak on procedure before
a de'ision h arrived at on the first yqotion which is there and amendment
to that motion is there. We do not know what will be the result or fate
of that motion. After the result is known we can then express our views
with regard to the suitability or admissibility or desirability of mov.ng
other motions because the House w 11give a verdict this way or that wz.y
on the first motion and after that verdict is given it will be open to the
Chair to decide. whether a verdict contrary to that is admissible or should
be allowed in the House. Let us rirst of all dec de the fate of the first
motion alor. g with its amendment.

Mr. President: I appreciate what you say but I do not like to stifle
the other group altogether, I mean those resolutions which recommend
Arabic ,0 be .ne State language. Suppos.ng the amendment. with
regard to Mr. Nur Ahmed's motion .s carried. then that will make an
end of the rest of the resolutions. Logically that will be so. But I do
not want to bar out the Arabic resolutions.

The Honourable Mr. Nurul Amin: It is not a question of stifling
anybody. But as I have already said, Sir, we do not know the fate of
the first motion or of the amendment, on the decision of which will
depend the next course.r.Well.. if: the. House . accepts the decisiori and
guej a verdict .hat there. is no mr-i=diate necessitv of coming to a de i-
sion on any language and that no State language has been approved by
this House and it will be decided by this House 111 due course of time, all
other motions in my opinion, if I venture to suggest, will have 110 locus
standi after that verdict of the House. So we do not know what is. going
to ha» ren. Let us see what fate the first motion meets with snd then
we would discuss this matter. It is not a question of stifl.ng but. after the
verdict on the first motion nobody would be justified to move any motion
contrary to the decision of the House. It cannot be characterised as
stifling "anybody.
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. The Honourable Mr. Fazlur Rahman: What I wanted to sayis that
the question of stifling will not arise, for the simple reason that if any-
one wants to advocate Arabic or anv other view-point he will be able to
do so in the course of the first motion and the amendment-when they
are ur:der discussion,-because there will beriothng to prevent any Mem-
ber of the Constituent Assembly from putting forward his views.

Shri Dhirendra Nnth Dutta (East Bengal: General): Sir. the pro-
cedu~e stated by the Honourable the Chief Minister of Bengal amounts
to this that everybody should be allowed to move his motion first; then
the :lrrwnornpnts wiIl «orne. Vo'! \<nrnv if the a"""eTldrnpnts come and
amendments be carried (Intenuptions) Everybody should be
allowed to move amendments. If they are carried the others will fall in
the matter of course. The procedure will amount to stifling which he
wants to avoid .

The Honourable Sardar Ahdur Ral.> Khan Nishtar: Wih your per-
mission, Sir? Let us be consistent about the pont of view that we take.
Either these resolutio'vs are similar or thev are dissimilar. If they are
similar, and one resolution .·S put before the HOuse. arid decision taken
thereon : then others haporne """,less. If tho" ~p'p dssirni1:lr. 'here w il' be
no point in moving them together. No, dissimilar substantive inotions
should be before the House at one and the same time. I can understand
dissimilar amendments being placed before the House at one and the
same time. But dissimilar substantive motions are never allowed before
the House. Amendments stand on a different footing. Here we are
talking of substantive motions. So, the substantive motion of Mr. Nur
Ahmed, which is first on the list" suould be moved. If the result of that
motion covers all other resolu+ions then in that. r':lSPthere would be no
point in moving other resolutions. All the resolutions which relate to
Bengali are similar in principle and, therefore, when one is moved then
the object of all other motions is served, and whatever decision is
taken by the House, it will be applicable to all. If the resolutions are
dissimilar then there is all the more reason of not moving all the
motions together because that would mean that the discussion will be
confused and there would be more than one substantive resolutions
before the House. I will, therefore, support, Mr. Nurul Amin.

Prof. Raj Kumar Chakravevty : Convention in this House is this:
If there are motions of similar nature, vou, Sir, allowed all the movers
of the motions to move their resolutions. sne~i,:d]V in the bud set session
in connection with the cut motions-cut motions on the same matter you
did not prevent .

Mr. President: They are amendments.

Prof. Raj Kumar Chakraverty: In other .maiters the convention has
been to move their motions ....

Mr. Pn",'dent: You c=nnot controvert the proposition that two dis-
similar motions cannot be before the House for considerat.on at one and
the same time.

Shrr Kamini Kumar Dutta (East Bengal: General): Of course, I
agree that two dissimilar motions cannot be moved in the same sitting
of the House as substantive motions. But if there is a motion and if
there is another, not exactly the same, it can be moved as an amendment.
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The HonourahlcPirzada Abdus Sattar Abdur Rahman: ' These are

two separate motions.
'"Sardar Shaukat Hyat Khan (Punjab: Muslim) : Substantive motions

may 'be moved one after the other .
The Hononrable Sardar !:..bdur Rab Khan Nishtar : That will be

seen.

Mr. Presirt-nt : The procedure should be this that I shall call the
first motion. If it is not moved, I shall go to the next and so on.

Mr. M. H. Gamer (Sind: Muslim) : I want to .
, f", , ,Mr. President : Order, order.

Ofter the Iirst motion is moved. I shall call upon the Member who
has given notice of amendment, to move the amendment. Then the whole
matter will be under discussion. I want to warn other Members who
are anxious to move their motions that if the amendment is carried,
they will have no opportunity to move their motions. Therefore, if
other Members who have given notice of motions, are anxious to speak-
whether in favour of Arabic or Bengali-they should speak in connection
with 'the first motion. Otherwise they may lose the opportunity
altogether.

ShriSris Chandra Chattopadhyaya (East Bengal: General): There
are-several motions. Of course, they are all independent .

.,The Honourable Sardar Abdur Rab Khan Nishtar: The ruling has
been given.

Shri Sris Chandra Chattopadhyaya: If the first resolution is allow-
'edto be moved first and then those who have given notice of other reso-
lutions, they may be treated as amendments. They can move these as
amendments .....

Mr. President: That question does not arise. It will be dealt with
when it arises.

SI1.·l Sris -Chandra Cbattopadhyaya: It can be.
Mr. t»resid.nt: I cannot commit myself to any view at this stage.

;vrOTION RE: BENGALI BEING ONE OF THE STATE LANGUAGES
Mr. NurAhmed (East Bengal: Muslim) : Sir, I move: ,
"That this Assembly is of opinion that Bengali language along with Urdu

language shall be made the State language of Pakistan."
Sir, my resolution is self-evident and clear to every Honourable

Member of this House. I would not take the valuable time of the House
by .nflicting a speech in support of my motion.

Mr. President (to Mr. NUT Ahmed) : Do you want to speak?
The Honourable Mr. Nurul Amin (East Bengal: Muslim) : He has

spoken.
Sardar Shaukat Hyat Khan (Punjab: Muslim)' : An offieal is s.op-

ping, him from speaking ....
Mr: President; Motion moved :
~·'Tha~ this Assembly iJofQpi~ion {bat Bengali language along with Urdu

language shall be made the State language of Pakistan."
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Tha Honourable Pirzada Abdus Sattar Abdur Rahman (Sind:
Muslim) : Sir, I move:

"That in view of the fact that no decision has vet been taken in the matter
of the State language and there. being no immediate necessity of taking a decision
thereon. be it resolved that the question be decided by this Assembly when ,i,t
tomes up before it in due course." . ,

Sir, the amendment is very clear and it does not need any further
clarification.

~.I . President : Motion moved: ,
" That in view of the fact that no decision has yet been taken in the matter

of the State language and there being no immediate necessity of taking a decision
thereon. be it resolved that the Question be decided by this Assemblv when it
comes up before it in due course. " "

Rrof, Raj Kumar Chakraverty (East Bengal: General): Sir, I have
alreadv tabled a motion on the subject stating that Bengali should be one
of the State languages of Pakistan. Now I rise 10 support the mo. ion ni
Mr. Nur Ahmed and opposs the amendment moved by the Honourable
Pirzada Adus Sattar. Sir, Pakistan IS a multi-lingual State. There 13,
therefor , , scope for having more than one language as .the State language
or languages of Pakistan. If we look round and study the history of
the progressive countries of the world today, we find there are countries
w:h!1re there is more than one State language. For example, there IS
Canada; there is Switzerland and there is Russia. Therefore, when I
support the motion I do so because there is a good precedent in favour
of the statement that Bengali should be one of the State languages of
Pakisan,

S r, in supporting this motion, I do so not in any spirit of rivalry
against any other language. Cerntainly, I have no objection to Urdu be-
ing one of the State languages of Pakistan. As regards Arabic, the claim
of that also may be considered later on. In supporting this motion J
have no ill-will against any people of this great land of Pakistan" but I
merely express a genuine and spontaneous urge of the four croresof the
people who inhabit Eastern Pakistan. I believe, Sir, if the House adopts
this motion, it will lead to a better understanding among all sections of
the people of Pakistan, especially between its two wings. The stage has
now come, Sir, when the matter brooksino delay and we should come
to a decision.

Sir, you must have noted and the J\:embers of this House must have
seen in the Pres; that all the political organisations in Eas Bengal worth
the name have supported the cause of Bengali to be one of the State Ian-
guages of Pakistan. The Muslim League there, the Muslim League
Parliamentary Party, the East Bengal Legislature, the Pakistan Na ional
Congress, the Executive Committee of the Dacca University, the East
Pakistan Jamiat-i-Ulema-i-Islam and many otherorganisations, whose
number is legion, have supported the cause of Bengali. Then, Sir, last
but not the 'east, the Press of ER"'1 Benva': with one OT two excpn'jr'l""
have supported the claim of Bengali; and still more significant is the fad
that twelve editors of East Bengal, who are veterans in the field of
journalism, have made a fenrpnt apoe»l to their cbrothers in Western
'Pakistan and to the people of Western Pakistan generally to support the
cause -of Bengali as one of the State languages of Pakistan. There are
many other organisations, leaders of thought and public opinion who
have given their support unequivocally in respect of Bengali to be one
of the State languages of Pakistan.

Sir, in supporting this motion I do nothing more, and nothing less
than express the genuine and' spontaneous urge of the numerous people
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of Eastern Pakistan. Sir, on behalf of East Bengal, I take this opportu-
nity ofconveying my sense of gratitude to those people in Western
Pakistan and to the members of the Press, outside East Eengal, who have
given support to our genuine and right cause. Particularly, I mention
the name of Mr. Suleri, the Editor of the Evening Times, who had been
to East Bengal, studied t.he situation himself and tried to give' a picture
of the s.cuation to his fellow-countrymen in Western Pakistan: Sir, in
supporting this motion, I hope nobody will find me guilty of narrow pro-
vincialism. It is no provincialism at all. It is the demand of democracy ;
it is the demand of self-determination. Here are more than four crores
of peopo who want to determine for themselves what their State 'an-
guage should be ; and I think, Sir, in the interest of the high principle of
sell-determination, for which we all and the nations of the world stand
today, and for the sake of democracy, the claim of Bengali should no ; be
overlooked for being one of the State languages of Pakistan.

Sir, I would ask the House in this connection to realise the changes
in some of our modern political ideals. Formerly, the idea of a State
was that there would be one people, there would be one Sta;e and there
would be one State language. Today, with the progress of t.rne, we
find in m-inv progressive countr-ies of the wndd. t11:01'0 cre din:'~i'pnt
peoples inhabiting a State; there are different languages spoken by
the people of the country and there are different State languages also,
as I have already examplified from the case of Canada, Switzerland and
Russia. Sir, as a result of the introduction of more t han one S'ate l=n-
guages in those countries, their unity has not been jeopardized in any way.
The unity of a country, or of a nation does not depend on ihe languages
the people speak, but upon a feeling of espirit de corps, a feeling of
iellowship and oneness that the people possess among themselves in
matters of the State and o.herwise, Therefore, I say the unity of Pakistan
will never be jeopardized if we adopt Bengali as one of the State langua-
ges of Pakistan. Sir, the former idea of one State language was the
argument of imperialists when they wanted to foist their language on
other people, and when they tried to have a cleavage between the rulers
and the ruled. But today the situation has altered in Pakistan. We are
a free, and independent and democratic people. I do not think there is
any desire in any quarter in Pakistan to have imperialism. I do not think
there is any desire on the part of anybody today to create a cleavage
between the different sections of the people and I do not think there is
also any desire on the part of anybody to foist a language upon the un-
willing people of any part of this country. Therefore, Sir, I submit no
harm w.ll ensure if Bengali is made one of the State languages OJ
Pakistan.· .

Sir, before I conclude I shall say a few words about the literary and
theIinguist.c merits of the Bengali language. It is not only the language
of the majority of Pakistanis, but is also the richest language not only
of Pakistan, but of the whole of the Indo-Pakistan sub-continent. It has
.a history of over a thousand years and has a wonderful vitality to deve-
Ion '::lnrl. absorb n!1llrl" influences. In the last hundred years its develop-
ment has been phenomenal, and it draws its nourishment from the sap
or LHe~011. No, oruy .nat .. 1L has its mtricate roo ,s of connection with
Sanskrit, with Hindustani. with Urdu and with Persian. It is also the
language which has most completely absorbed the spr it of western litera,
ture. Basically, Eastern in origin, it is of all the languages of the sub-
continent, the most modern and most western in outlook.

Sir, one word more and I have done. I find there is an amendment
which seeks to postpone the consideration of the matter" Sir, in the



MOTIONre: BENGALI REING ONE OF' THE STATE: LANGUAGES 25
opinion of us sitting on this side of the House, this proposal is not a sound
and right one in the existing circumstances of the country, This matter
of Bengali being one of the State languages of Pakistan has been
hanging fire since the year 1948when the Honourable Khwaja Nazimuddin .
was the Chief Minister of East Bengal. There was an agitation then and
he assured the people that he would see that Bengali is made one of the
State Languages in Pakistan. Since the: then' have been repeated
agitations and demands over this issue. There have been very un-
fortunate and untoward happenings. There has been promulgation of
Section 144. There have been arrests and detentions. There has been
loss of precious lives also. Wp: all deplore these happenings. Sir, by
opposing the postponement of this motion, we want to put a stop to all
such unhappy events which may happen again if this question is not
tackled today. Therefore, Sir, I submit that the matter brooks no delay
and we should settle the matter once for all, now and here, and we should
not allow any more unfortunate incidents to occur in this connection.
With these few words I support the motion and oppose the amendment.

Sardar Shaukat Hyat Khan: ';'Sir, I e,,11 both pained and surprised
to see that one of the Government Party's Members is first allowed to
bring the resolution and then Government itself tries to postpone it. We
have seen during the past two months that this language issue has taxed
the minds of the people or our brethern in East Bengal. .

This issue was then raised after the speech of no less a person than
the Prime Minister of Pakistan and then after that there were trouble,
there was agitation, there were shootings, there were killings and there
was lot of agitation, seeing which no less a person than the Ch.ef M nis-
ter of East Bengal got up in his Legislature where he holds a majority to
pass a resolution in keeping with the feelings of the people of East
Bengal. Unless he was then in harmony with the ideas of the people of
East Pakistan, he could not have passed t.hat resolution: or was it only a
political way in which he wanted to get out of the difficul , situation? I
would ask the Honourable the Chief Minister from East Bengal, what
was the reason that he passed that resolution in the Legislature of East
Bengal. If there was no need for it then, there was no need for bring-
ing this resolution here. If there was a need for that resolution to be
passed, if there was a public feeling which had led him to pass that
resolution in East Bengal Assembly, then surely, Sir, that need has not
been done away with and therefore this issue should not be put in cold
storage.

I belong to a Province where we have nurtured and brought up Urdu
in the last 30 years or 40 years or more and Punjab is reauy proud for
nurturing that language wh ch was not its own. Then, Sir, after all these
years we have been sneaking' hat laTlgu~ge »nd improving that language.
in spite of that fact, I am .today with the fullest responsibility standing
here to support the issue of Bengali and I say that let us have Bengali
as one of the State languages because it is the language of 4 crore and 19
lakhs of our people living in East Bengal. ·If we, from West Pakistan,
are going to oppose that-urge of the people of East Pakistan, we will be
responsible for starting trouble in East Pakistan, which may damage the
very fabric of my country and my nation. Sir, I am one of those, there-
fore, who, though loving Urdu language, though speaking Urdu language,
are today on their legs to support this issue with all sincerity and all
seriousness because we. do· not want that by opposing the Cause of the
people. of East Pakistan, weare· going to do no good, Instead, by post-
poning the issue, by postponing the evil day once again, We will be

"Speech not corrected by the Honourable Member.
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starting trouble which mayresu1t in the complete disruption of Pakistan.
:rherefofe, Sir, in' the interests of Pakistan, in. the interests of our people,
In the mterests of our solidarity, in the interests of our future ties, in
theiinterests ,of our future children and in the interests of the posterity,
I am gomg to support the, issue of Bengali. Let us not waste any time;
let us support the resolution of the Chief Minister of Bengal; let us have
the l?eng~li lan!;{uage as one of OUr State languages. If we can have
English, If Enghsh could be spoken here. if Frigl ish could be treated as
a language in which we can comrnunicato with each other, why cannot
the Bengali language, the spoken language of 4 crores of people, be the
State language. I am sure, Sir, that Urdu is not so weak, nor Bengali
language so weak, that by having them both as State languages, we are
going to kill one or the other language. It is just trying to put oil on
fire and' this·ftre would snread.vI assure you. ST. if we do not take up
this issue seriously and if WE: do not get over this petty provincialism,
if we keep ongoing on provincial lines, or on lines of sentiments on which
we have lived for the past so many years, We are going to destory this
country. Sir, sentimentalism shoulu be anart. We have been sentimental
too long. We have been emotional too long. Let us be rational, let us
ask ourselves, ask-searching questions to yourselves; I ask the Prime
Minister here, let him ask a searching question to' himself: .Is it really
the desire of the East Pakistan people that they should have Bengali
language as one of the State languages? If it is not,· then for God's sake
get up and tell us that it is fraud, it is not the voice of the people, it is
only the call of a ew peoo» . ano I will trll(e ba-k al: my worrts which
I have spoken in favour of Bengali. But if on the other hand, he is
certain that this is the urge of the people, this is the desire of the majority
of the peop.e of Pakistan. then i do not see any reason why J au are
putting back this issue and whv Vall are ;:>rl.diw!to the troubles of the
Government and the people of Pakistan. Sir, we know and all of us
knew that there are coun rip, in which the-e :>~e<hree languages spoken.
Take Switzerland, there is German, there is French and there is Italian
spoken. Take the question of Canda. There is French and English both.
Take the question of our country; why cannot we have two languages?
Why should we oppose it? We, who have been speaking English for
the last 1QO years, are We going to oppose that language, the language
of the majority of the people of this country? I have got no hestitation,
Sir. in saying that we, in the Punjab, and we people who think sensibly
about the future of Pakistan, we have got no desire to gloat the language
issue arid other aspirat ons of the people of East Pakis.an.

. Sir, I am sure, if we have Bengali as one of the State languages, it
will lead to stronger ties and stronger friendship between the two wings
of Pakistan .. 'rht;rewillb~.people here in West Pakistan WJlO will be
learning.Bengali.andthere willbe people in Bengal who will be learning
Urdu so that by this, interchange of languages, by this compulsory learn-
ingofthe languages of both wings ..of Pakistan, .w~aregoing to forge ties
which it will be Impossibleto break by any artificial manner. Therefore.
Sir, if we are going to have socialIntercoursebetween the two wings Of
Pakistan, if weare going to have stronger ties and friendship and brother-
hood between the.: two .wings of, Pakistan; we should -give up ...this
motionalism .and :Com:e forwafdwit~ op~n hands and say that we are
acceptingyou .•.'Ja~age,. not th,~t yo.l,l are in a, majorifybut bec~~s~·_\Ve
.w.ant· to make Pakistanstronger: andourbrotherhood -stronger and a real
and effective thing. We are comTngforward to accept-the ·lahguage "of
your countrv as I'lL par WIth I Iro It!' 1 1· we spox-n ···mHage or certain
people in West Pakistan. Sir, if we do not do that, if we do not come
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to rationalism, if we keep on being emotional, if we kcrp on putting it
away for political reasons, then, Sir, I assure my friends opposite that
they are not today she ving the issue Bengali languag-vbut they are
shelving the very foundation of Pakistan being laid on (} proper basis.
By trying to put off this issue they are going to create trouble in the
mind of the East Bengal people who might think-and think wrongly-
that we, in West Pakistan, are trying to dominate them. We have got
no a.esire whatever to dominate anyone part or any Province or any
people of this country. We want all the people and all the Province to
get up together and with proper co-operation and friendship with each
other. We should grow into a mighty nation which is our right to be.

Therefore, Sir, in the interest of Pakistan's solidarity, in the interest
of our people, in the interest of Bengal, Punjab, Sind, Fr-ontier and Balu-
chis an, 1 am going to ask my friends in the Governmc r 1:, do not keep
on shelving these issues, do not keep on putting off the rral issues of the
country, do Eat keep on putting off the need of the day. Be brave, be
the worthy followers 0 E Quaid-i-Azam, the worthy successors of Quaid-
.-Azam. behave like true successors of Quaid-i-Azam an d get up and do
as he would have done in a difficult situation like this 'nd accept ihrs
language issue. Do not do a thing which is going to disrupt the very
strength of our nation.

S r, It is very well saying that when the constituti: n is made, then
we will take up this issue. Even, Sir, only yesterday a resolution was
brought in about Islami:: research. Many resolut.ons every day are
brought in, some are about elections, some about amending the Govern-
ment of Ind a Act. When these small things can be discussed in this
House and passed, why cannot these major issues, when they arise, be dis-
cussed and passed to that there is no trouble n the conn ry, so that we
can live happily, so that there is no inferiority complex anywhere that
people here are conspiring against them or people there are trying to
dominate the people in West Pakistan. Sir, with these few words, these
inadequate words, I am going to once again appeal to the people to be
sensible, do not try to be emotional and do not try to put off these issues.
Let us go and help the Bengali culture to grow, and if r ccessary, If you
think and I am sure the people in East Bengal and people .nWest Pakistan
ITIay agree that we may try to have a common script so that Urdu and
Bengali languages can be understood and read easily by the people of
West Pakistan and East Pakistan. Therefore, Sir, with this prayer that
you should coolly and calmly consider this issue and settlet once ror
all and take up the issue of the script and let us see if we can have a
common script. Let us have this Quranic script. which is understood
by both the people, people in East Bengal and people .n West Pakistan.
This may be the common script of the two languages. Therefore, Sir,
with these words and with these suggestions, I r pper.l i () the House for
God's sake give up your ideas of provincialism of which you are accus-
ing your Opposition and rise above the present level and see that you
are the real statesmen of Pakistan and that vou are not going to preside
over its funeral.

Shri Kamini Kumar Dutta (East Bengal: General): Sir, I rise in
support of the main resolution. The resolution: I must say, Sir, is a
very modest one. It says that Bengali language along with Urdu should
be made the State language of Pakistan. It does not aim at making
Bengali the only official language of the State. Now. Sir. in the modern
age w.th the growth of federalistic States. this problem has come to
exist and be allowed in federated administration and where the State is
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a federated one, more than one official language for the State, has to be
made. That 'is the real position, S'[, Our State is not a unitary one, it
is a federated State with two main wings, Eastern Pakistan and the
Western Pakistan, and the Bengali Ir.nguage is admittedlv the regional
language of more than half the population of Pakistan. So, this demand
that rh:-: langrage with which the future cultural growth rd'd indeed
~hegnwJ;.h of the nahan of the Pr kistanis of Ea~o;' Pak .stan i,,: hound UP
should be one of the official languages, is a very legitimate demand and,
I must state, an irresistible demono. But at tne ss me time, 1 thirik. it
is my duty to remove some of the misconceptions which were whisper-
ed during this movement for Bengali beinz acknowledged as an official
language of the State. We have heard whispering that perhaps this
may lead to some sort. of estrangement between E2.st and Vvest Pakistan.
On the other hand, I think, Sir, it will unify the East and West Pakistan,
if Bengali be admitted and accented as one of the official languages of
the State cf Pakistan, The brethren of West Pakistan will a1:;:0 have to
IearrrIt and this will lead to mutual exchange or thoughts and ideas and
to a cordial understanding of East and We:,'c Pakistan. So 01') ··:hat score
any apprehension of any sort 01 :'"L:angelilent between East and 'West
Pakistan should be altogether thrown out. On the other hand I think it
will be the cementing tie between East and West Pakistan as both want
to understand each other. East Pakistan would also learn to appreciate
West Pakistan and as this resolution wants to make Urdu also one of the
languages that regional mode of expression would help East Pakistan to
understand West Pakistan.

But at the same time coming from East Pakistan can we not claim
that Bengali, the mode of exor=s 'll of mOL''' th=.n Doo]t the no oulation of
Pakistan, must also be understood by our brethren of West Pakistan? It
is a claim, Sir, which we are entitled to make and it is the claim which
I hope certainly West Pakistan would also accept with a happy heart.
There should not be any misgiving in this matter. Sir, in this connection,
I may say, as my friend, Mr. Chakraverty, has already said, that Bengali
is a language, one of the rich languages of the modern world. It is a
vehicle of culture and sometimes it is said, of Hindu culture. I repudiate
it. 1 a111 no, one, oir, wno IS not csnversan, w.tn .ne cul tur e U~ '(c'HSt

Pakistan. I am fully conversant with the culture of East Pakistan more
than any Muslirn. I am acquainted more thoroughlv with the Bengali
language. Bengali language is rcaliv, the vehicle of the composite cul-
ture of Muslims and Hindus of East Bengal and if vou will look to the
history of the development of Bengali language, one would be glad to
see that Bengali language was really ennched and developed during
the Musl.im rul e. It was the Muslim Princes and the ru-lers and the big
landlords who encouraged l'r~olty the development of' the Bengal:
language. I would invite, my friend, any of my friends, to read the
history of the development of the Bengali Language and he will see that
really the present richness of the Bengali language owes immense debt
to the Muslim administration and the Muslim rulers. So, Sir, it is not
a vehicle of Hindu culture or may I say it is a vehicle, only of the
Muslim culture. It is a vehicle of the composite culture of the Hindus
and Muslims which has grown up in East Bengal fa]' the past. one ccn-
tury. During this movement I carne to hear one new expression that in
Eas, Bengal, there is such a thing as the i\Tuslim Bcnga"i. AL first I
could not understand :L because 1 live amongst the Muslims in th z town
itself and I live in the majority of Muslims in the village also in the rural
area where I have got one house and where I l ive tor a portion of the
year. Th~:'(' !,-;y Musi im ncighbours are just 10 yards from my house.



T. am surrounded by my Muslim brethren there; I talk with them and
I know, that the language of the peon]" is exactly the same. No doubt,
Sir, the Bengali language in the course of its growth and development
has ber-n enriched by adopting expressions of Persian basic origin, of
Urdu btsic origin and even express.on ,; of Arabic origin. It must be
so, becau 32 there has been a comrn )gling of 1he Hindus ar.d Muslims
there, in i>st Bengal and, where then' s a commingling of both the com-
muni tie s, there is a contribution from each side to the richness of the
languagz E one looks to 'the CO:.Tt language d East Bengal, he will
find th..t 100St of the technical expressions are not of Sanskr. t origin:
they are of Persian or Arabic origin. They are not, Sir, San-kr it words
at 0. j <,:'1(1 indeed, Sir, when I did bcr~n my practice at first some of the
express.o.is, talk ng as a lawyer, I could not understand but subsequently
I came t.. 1{'10'N that we have got also expressions equivalent o ; them in
English bu , the words actuary used in the Courts are not, of Sanskrit
orig.n rt aI. Really, in regard to the Ber:gali language if one were to
say that it has Sanskrit 2.S . ts basis, i'~ could not be correct. Of course,
perhaps it owes some fratitude to Sar.skrit but at ·.h? same time it has <l
rich contribution from'the Muslim languages too. There are many of
the expl'e~sions like tajbij, ujire ajam and others which are very
approprate expressions whiih have been adopted in the Ben[~ali lan-
guage. Even Eng.ish '.'lords have been adopted. n r.he Benga. i language,
like" ch ai-s ", "tables ", etc., which sre used in the Bengali 'angu&?e
because of our contact with those expressions in the English langua 2.

So, the-e is no misapprehension, Sir. 12 ther in the minds of my Hindu
brethren or of my Muslim brethren vhat this language will bcaccordi.ig
to any particular basic origin. Language of a country, grows from the
language used by the people, that is to say, it cannot be grown out at
grammar, and the f u.ure Esngal. .anguage \NOU d be the language of
the composite nation of the Hindus s.nd the Muslirn s of East Bengal, c:ld
there :5 1)0 apprehension-there will be no apprehension in the minds of
any one-s-that either it will 'be Sanskr it.zed or that it will be Persianized
or Urduized ; it will be the combination of both. And in this conne tion,
I must admit-I happened to be in East Bengal: of course, not in Dacca
but in my own rural area in the district of T'ippera and Comi.la during'
this last movement-during the last upsurge for adopting Bengali as one
of tho State languages of Pakistan-a-that we have heard, ST, whispering
canards and propaganda, which I must say, Sir, being one acquainted
with the real state of things, is altogether feint and a deceit, that this
movement was engineered from ou.side. Here. Sir, in Karachi, not in
East Bengal, I was astounded to hear that there is a whispering canard
that Dr. Shyarna Prosad Mookherjee of the Hindu Mahasabha .had also
some hand in erig.neering this movement for Bengali language in East
Bengal. I must first say that politically I have always been hostile to
Dr. Shyama Prasad Mockherjee ; during the whole of my career as a
political worker I have never looked eye to eye with him and have al-
ways opposed him. I can sev with all the emphasis I can command that
this is an absolutely false canard. Dr. Shvama Prosad Mookherjee now
does not care for East Bengal; his love for East Bengal has evaporated.,
He has no hand in this movement. It is apparently, Sir, a canard intend-
ed to rouse the communal passions of my Muslim brethren that a move-
ment in which a communalist like D". Shyarna Prosad Mooklierjee has a
hand ought not to be countenanced bJ Muslims. If Dr. Shyama Pro sad
Mookherjee would start a movement in East Bengal, we, the Hindus,
also will look askance at him and we shall not place any faith in the
movement, We know how to sa.eguard our in.e.ns.s anti we know that
we should not look to patronage from those quarters for any of our
actions or movements. I repudiate this canard and I say that this canard
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is absolutely f: ise and I may say that those who engineered this carard
defeated their own purpose. We can well understand that purpo:e-it
need not be dilited upon further-but I must enlighten my friends from
other Prov.n .c : that they must disabuse their minds from the effect of
this false cane: 1. The language movement was a movement of the
Muslims and rot that we had no sympathy with i'-they had our full
sympathy-but I can say that the Hindus did not take part in the mr-ve-
ment. The mc-ement was nurtured by the Muslims and t was taken
up by the Mu lm public and it was carried on by the Muslims a'cne,
unaided by an: me from outside. There is one fact which stands to the
eye and that i th at the East Bengal Assembly, of which the leader, the
Chief Mnister, s here, did adopt an official Resolution that Bengali shoud
be one oi the official languages of Pakistan. Can one ccnceive for a
moment that t'l~ East Bengal Assembly, headed by my Honourable
friend, Mr. Nr rul Arnin, who is sitting here, would adopt an official
'Resolution in support of the movement if it was not a genuine movement
of the Muslim'? If it was not a genuine movement of the people 01'
East .Bengal-b It it was a movement engineered from outside-this one
fact alone wouid speak for itself: that canard ought to be dispensed
with from our minds altogether. It was a genuine movement of the
people of East Bengal. It was nurtured by the Muslims, carried on by
them and my Iear is that if anybody entertains any other hope or pros-
pect, the Musluns of East Bengal will carry it on till the end of their
lives because this is bound up with the prospect of their future culture
and economic growth as a nation. As Pakistanis the V cannot surrender
that rigth to t'll~ demand of anybody. It is a genuine movement and I
would appeal, through you, Sir, to my friends of the other parts of
Pakistan that this genuine claim of East Pakistanis must be acknow-
ledged and accepted. Personally I think that their claim is genuine
when more than 50 per cent. of the population of a State claims that the
language in which they have been nurtured. The language which they
have learnt from the time when they were in the laps of their mothers
should be made one of the State languages. As I have already said, if
this claim is accepted, it will cement our tie between East and West
Pakistan and I would appeal again to my friends that so far as we in East
Bengal are concerned-especially the Muslims-there is no doubt that
they are not really kept up by any outside influence. As to the Hindus
also I say as one of the Hindus, that we, the genuinely Pakistani Hindus,
are not in the least influenced by any outside influence. We think Pakis-
tan to be our own land, our country as our mother-land, and we know
where our interests lie.

, We are not to be misled by any movement from outside on the ques-
tion of language. I again wish to say and I finish with the appeal that
Bengali must be admitted, must be acknowledged, by all and everyone,
as one of the State languages of Pakistan.

Mr. Bhabesh Chandra Nandy (East Bengal: General) : Mr. President,
Sir, I rise tv support this motion and to oppose the amendment by
Honourable Mr. Pirzada Abdus Sattar. Sir, I do not want to take much
time of the .House, by repeating the arguments stated in favour of Ben-
gali language, here again. But one point I should repeat here .s that,
as my friend Mr. K. K. Dutta has said Bengali language is not only very
rich as a language but it has got in it an admixture of words from
various other languages and my Urdu-speaking friends will be glad to
learn that J can myself, knowing very little of Urdu, cite hundreds if
not thousands of words which are common to both Urdu and Bengali.
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So, 1 h ; idea that Bengali is a language which is lim ted entirely to one
Province, or one terr. tory of Pakistan and therefore difficult for other
people to pick up, is not correct, My friends have already said, parL-
cularlv Honourable Mr. Shaukat Hyat Khan that tak.ng up Bangali ::'.5
one of the State languages, with Urdu, in Pakistan, will not only be
helpful in getting better relations between the two main un ts ot the
State, cementing better relations between the two wings of Pakistan.
But wi.l also help in doing away with all Provincial sm, narrow outlook,
and parochial idea and narrow territorial patriotism that is growrig
everywhere, unfor turia.ely, today. But, Sr, what I want to emphasize
here rr.ore is that if this amendment is accepted it will be most dan-
gerous and it will be suicidal for the State. Sir, the amendment r ays
that let the decision be postponed lor future dates when the Assembly,
[ mean the Constituent Assembly, may take up th s (,:2-:tion in due
COUL,e. That means when the reports from the various sub-commi.tces
have come and when the Constituent Assembly finds ·:.i'-~e to take them
up. It may be tomorrow or it may be two years afterwards. But, Sir,
J shou'd point out to the House that if a patient can be cured by an
ordinary doze of cough mixture today, it may be very difficult to treat
and cure that patent after proper time is over, even \'/ th the help of
the best and costliest of medicines. Sir, this argument of postponing the
discus-ion of this language issue could have appea' cd to the Bengalis
or to those who want Bengali to be one of the State languages along with
Urdu at an earlier stave or even sx months back but ,~1C situation has
heen made complicated today. Sir, we must realize that this language
issue with the Muslim youth of Bengal is as much an economic problem
as it s a sentimental and political iSSL.~. They think and they rightlv
believe that if Bengali is not taken as one of the State languages with
Urd J they will be pushed out half a cen ury bak in matters of Govern-
ment service and in matters of other faci-lities for development and pro-
gress in relation to the friends of. other Provinces. It is for this that
they have been trying to insist on the top leaders of the Government
whenever they visited East Bengal, the urgency, the genu.neness of the
feelings, the earnestness with which the) look upon this subject, These
young boys of East Bengal, these youth r.nd students of East Bengal kept
full faith in their leaders in Karachi : I1d waited pat ently for several
years believing that these leaders would be able to steer Bengali clear
out of all oppositions to make it a State language with Urdu. They
hoped that Bengali language would certainly be given a status simi-
lar to that of Urdu as one of the State languages. B:J.t the situation
suddenly changed. They waited arid waited patiently. They did no:
carryon any agitation. They never tried to paralyse the Government
since 1948. If we follow the movement we find that f:iey were simply
urging upon the Government, simply requesting the Government, simply
appealing to the authorities to take up their demand ympathetically.

What they occasionally did was to take out some processions, most
peaceful processions. But what they find now? They r.re now. n a deep
sea of despair! They have become exasperated. But, why, Sir? Who
set the ball rolling and for the worse? Sir, everybody knows that only
when leaders came out with such statements on the language issue that
Urdu and Urdu alone will be the State language of Pakistan. The entire
Muslim youth of East Bengal were filled with despire and they became
hopeless of any chance of success in their mission. They began to think
that probably every thing was being stage-managed behind their back,
keeping before them a smoke-screen of assurance they suspected that some
day an official announcement would be made to the affect that Urdu only
would be the State language and their it would be too late for them to
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propose any amendment for change or to place their demand for further
consideration. So, Sir, this is the situation that has developed today.
We must not minimise the genuine feelings of these people, who are
crying hoarse over their demand, I mean the young boys, and the youtn
of East Bengal, who are really the backbone of the State, who are really
the supporters of the State and on whom depend the future development,
progress and prosperity of the State. We must conider very sympathe-
tically the reasons why they are so much exasperated today. Now, Sir,
the situation as it has developed there today it is very difficult to per-
suade elf: students and people in Bengal to believe that if this question
is pat orE and not considered now, it will ever be considered favourably
and not being shelved for good. Now why they have lost faith in those
who are their leader i ? The reasons are evident. They relied on their
leaders, they depended on the assurances given to them by the leaders.
But all of a sudden when such statements burst out in public meetings
that the-e was no chance for Bengali to be recognized as one of the State
languages, all their hopes vanished. Now, Sir, the situation as it stands
today these boys, the Muslim youth of East Bengal, have lo-t faith en-
tirely vin their leaders and that is not a very happy sign. The recent
rioverne.it in East Bengal has indicated the intensity and has proved
the genuineness of their demand and their feeling, though of course,
umebody tried to minimise the case by putting the blame on some
'')reign agency and some even did srne J communist hands; but I am not
here going into those details. If there are any foreign or communist
c1~ent:, I believe, our Government has sufficient strength and means to
check it and to crush it. But to screen away the real problem from
before us and to shirk the real issues from discussion will not help the
":.ilution of the problem in the long run.

Sir. I would request this House to consider this matter serious.y
and to see whether the postponement of the question would be helpful
for the State or for the peaceful progress of our nation. Let them consi-
der whether it will be good if we overlook and shelve the issue by simply
trying to bluff them off by saying that it is kept for further consideration.
If everbody knows that any issue such as this can be decided in due
course by the Constituent Assernilv than why such categorical state-
ments are given by the leaders and why such actions are taken by the
topmost authorities in Government which definitely indicate as if Urdu
has been taken as the only State language. Sir, you may know that
immediately after the statement of Honourable the Prime Minister in
a public meeting at Dacca, the Governor of the State Bank announced
that State Bank cheques would Le issued in Urdu. I quite understand
that for the facility of the common man, Urdu cheques may be issued,
but why do th sv not, at the same tme, take into consideration 2. popula-
tion of four crores and 19 lakhs of Eastern Bengal. So this is definitely
one-sided and partial treatment. Such decisions are taken at high level.
Naturally the Bengali youth thinks that there is no chance for their
cause unless they can carry conviction to the leaders' mind that they
2,'2 very serious, and earnest in their demand.

Sir, in the present state of our country what we urgently require is
the total regimentation of the entire youthful resources of the country to
ensure rapid progress and development of the country. Now it is a
very unhappy sign when these youths have begun to lose faith in their
leaders and have begun to challenge their leadership. If we permit this
state of affairs to continue it will widen the wound and increase the
differences. This will not be in the interests of the State. So, Sir, what
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is required in the circumstances is not to shelve the issue' and bluff the
people. If the House really believes that Bengali cannot be one of the
State languages, then they should decide it in that way but still shou d
not shelve the is sue. It is now urgently necessary that there should be
harmony in thought and action of the leaders and the people. If such a
cleavage comes with all differences and distrust. it WIll be abso utely
suicidal and dangerous for the State. E.o, Sir, I request the House to
consider the issue seriously; it is no gouti putting a smoke-screen and
ra.se false hopes. Let them decide straightaway, and say what ,S possible
and what is not possible.

Those who want to minimise the gcnuincnec and intens.ty" 0 their'
demand by putting the blame to communist agents or foreign agents
are most unrealistic people. If you pu. S'J:;;ar 1:1 a corner, ::tes must
come, Communist may try to get foothold wherever they get sott
ground. The sentimental mind of the I\Ju:;lim youth > requires bold
leadersh p. If there is a difference be: w cen the leaders and tie boys,
the Communists may try to take advan aue. What is the wav out'? It
is not by sitting tight, in the chairs and hurling abuses on them. We
must mobilise the resources of the countr= [or the good and' progress of
the State.

Sir, one more point I shall put before the House. I, this language
problem is shelved today, the sore in the mind of the youth of East
bengal will continue and that may be dangerous. With the elections of
East Bengal coming nearer and nearer. and with many intercLed parties
try ng :0 play from behind the screen, ~his problem will assume a greater
proportion and it will be more difficu1t to solve this tangle. I think the
League leader will find very great difficulty in facing the electorates
One may ask: What does it matter to you'? Really L do not mind
whether they are returned or not. But I fear that in such a situation
they mJ.Y hlce to postpone elect on s till favourable crr.umstances an'
created for their favourites. I apprehend very much that such a move
may come to spell further mischief. Sir, I cannot in the least supper:
the idea of agitational pol it cs to paralyse the Government but at be
same time I cannot support that a bitter sore be knowingly kept unatteno-
ed and not treated immediately. So, I appeal again that this House
should take up the matter seriously and should not postpone the .ssue lu
an indefinite period. It must take seriously and sympathetically the
feelings of the vouth of Eastern Bengal. .The House should try to real.se
the" feelings and fmd out means to satisfy them by recommending. that
Bengali should be one of the State language" and adopt ng the motion
moved by Mr. Nul' Ahmed.

With these few words, I resume my seat.
Sardar Asadullah Jan Khan (N.-W. F. P.: Muslim) : In the Greek

myth when iron-men threatened Cadmus he threw a stone in their
midst and they began to fight. But in this House there are no iron-men.
We are men of flesh and blood and we think no sacrifice great to keep
intact the solidarity of Pakistan.

Sir, problems are meant for solution. Hesitancy and procrastina-
tion are no solution of the problems. I call it the. state of sterility. 1
submit that instead of hesitancy and procrastination, with all serenity
we mast tackle the question according to the best of our abilities and
capacities and decide one way or the other.

. When we play a game we always observe the rules of the game.
Here in Pakistan, and specially in this Honourable House we are playing
the game of democracy which is the result of the principle of equality
and liberty, which when put to the acid test of practice, means" Govern-



34 CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY OF PAKISTAN llOTH ApIUL" 1952
[Sardar 'Asadullah Jan Khan.]

ment by the majority", Sir, it is their due and when they are in a
majority, they must have it. We will have to make sacrifices and we
welcome it I support the motion and strongly oppose the amendment.
Nith these words, I resume my seat.

Mr. A, K, Fazul Haq (East Bengal: Musiim): ':'Sir, I have been a
Member of this House ever since it came into existence, but hitherto 1
have not taken any part in its proceedings, for I did not think it neces-
sary to do so. As I have been sitting here my feelings have been very
much Iilee that of a traveller or a highway, who has turned many a
corner in the highway of life and has preferred to see young people on
the road-side and take pleasure in their performances, rather than take
part in the performances of others.

Sir, while I'had been listening to this debate. I felt it my duty to put
forward my views before the House. I do not claim to be an orator.
NQr can I claim to possess the vehemence of language with which my
friend, Mr. Shaukat Hyat Khan, can carry a motion before the House,
but, Sir, I claim, through God's grace, to have had something of parlia-
mentary experience. I have outlived three Parliamentary generations
in the whole of India and I know, Sir, what it is when a question of the
utmost importance to the State is being discussed, how people can play
to the gallery and not look to the essential importance of the question
itself. I do not for a moment impute to any of my friends here the
charge that they do not realise the importance of the motion, but I do
say that they are not in possession of all the facts. Not only have I
derived experience, Sir, of my thirty years either as a politician or as a
member of the Bar, I am in close touch with the people from the mofussil
who come to me on professional work After my work is done, I just
indugle in conversation with them to find out the real feelings of the
people in connection with my burning question of the day. Now, Sir,
I say it without any fear of contradiction that whatever the reasons may
be, the feelings of the people of Eastern Pakistan at the present moment
are that Bengali should atieast be given a place in the recognised State
languages of Pakistan. Sir, I do not think there is any inhabitant of
Eastern Pakistan at present who can be expected to vote for Urdu only
as the State language of Pakistan. It is not for me to say whether that
feeling is well-founded or not .. I am not saying that Now, Sir, at
p•.esent the question that has come up before the House has not been
the unseating of Government. Government did nothing, but some of
our Members have tabled resolutions to the effect that Bengali should
be recognised as one of the State languages of Pakistan. My friend,
Mr. Nur Ahmed, who will pardon me if I say that he is a machine for
turning out resolutions at the rate of 100 per hour and amendments at
a similar rate. .He could not have left this occasion to go without
tabling a resolution. Moreover, being an inhabitant of Chittagong, for
the feelings of the most violent character he has only done his duty in
bringing this motion before the House. So let us' now understand the
position, What is that the Government have decided? Government
have fully realised that there is behind this demand of Bengali being
.one of the State languages, the voice of 40 million of the people of
Pakistan. At the same time, the question can be looked at from various
points of view. It takes time to cons del' and come to a definite
:lecision. All that the Government proposes is that the question should
not be decided here and now by the mere majority of votes, but that

" Speech not corrected by the Honourable Member.
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time should be taken into consideration to see that question is gone into
in all its aspects and decided finally as to what should be the language
or the languages of Pakistan, I do not very much like the phrase' in
due coirse '. As things at present stand, I feel that "due colirse' may
no, come in the near future. It may be that the English language may
continue to be the State language for five or eight years. We do know
what will happen, but whatever the reasons, if the Government motion
is held today, we will not allow Government to sleep over this question.
We wrll force an issue the next time when the Assembly meets .. All
this time we will have ample opportunities of mobilising the public
opinion in East Pakistan and if we succeed in showing to the world that
the people of East Pakistan have not only got a very good case, but also
they 113.ve g01· public opinion behind their demand, I am sure' the
Government "ill have to look into it, whatever may be any personal
views in this matter,

Mr. President : I may remove a misconception. Here the Govern-
ment is nut represented, All Members represent themselves.

Mr. A. K. Fazul Huq: ':'Sir, that is in theory, So whatever it may be.
The remarks I make here apply to Honourable Pirzada. Whatever may
be the case, I am placing certain facts, I am saying that after coming to
Ka!'a~"'i I looked at this question from various points of view. At
present my es imate is that Government has got a majority in the House.
H we force a decision we are likely to lose, and if we lose we. lose this
cause for ever, because it is not only the Members of the Constituent
Assembly, but a Member of that section of the Constituent Assembly
who dealt with the situation. But if we allow this question to remain
open, get an opportunity of considering this question along with Members
of Government and have not a decision to the question we desire, I
submit, Sir, then we will have great apprehensions, I do not wish to
get a definite decision today, but I wish to have an opportunity of
mor ilizirig public opinion there and inducing Government to accept
our pomt of view. There is a beautiful couplet that says: 'He who
f '511ts and runs away lives to fight another day', If that may be the
position, then that is to our advantage. Instead of taking a defeat just
now, whatever may be the reasons, it is much better that the question
should remain open and Government may have an opportunity of con-
sidering the question from all its aspects and then coming to a decision.

Now, Sir, I will be very frank. The discussions that have taken
place and the discussion that will take place will show that the Members
of this Assembly from Eastern Pakistan-and if we will have the
Members who come from Eastern Pakistan-will be put' in a very
awkward position, because their own feelings are that Bengali should
be declared straightaway here and now as one of the 'State languages
of Pakistan.

Sardar Shaukat Hyat Khan: Why do not you say so ?
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq : '~Well, I want it. But I want to have proper

initiative, Sir, I want to be frank. As I have said, I do not want to
break it. I feel that if a division is taken in the 'present circumstances,
we will lose, whatever reasons may be. I do not want toIose.but I want
to get an opportunity and as a matter of fact I do not wan t to shelve' the
question but I want to put off the defeat and see if I can get successfully
out of unfortunate circumstances.

Sardar Shaukat Hyat Khan: Who can defeat you?

• Speech not corrected by the Honoural.le Mernoer.
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':.; Mr.:.ii..:. :;I. !foazhti JI~q.: ';'1 cannot for a .rnoment answer my friend's
"ques.tions,,::.n,theway -he desires because it is not for me to change facts .
I. am. not. saying.thesethings from the point of view of any particular see-
ti~I).o(,tl:.:c-:tlq~e .. lam not holding any brief for .anybody but I am only
p1lttil;lg.~be.fore,;the~,Hc.use the question from a practical point of view .
.Poe~th,e.8.:men~ent, of Honourable Abdus Sattar go to this length that
this .question can never come before this House for consideration? It
,~ay.- be, postponed for six months or eight months. These are all
raatters. of procedure, So) Sir, I submit that it.Is not fair politics because
some of the Members here have been placed in a very awkward position
because there is a .conflict .between their duty towards th-eir constitu-
encies.vand. the circumstances with which we are faced in this House
,today. I zm only .appealing to the House net to make provocative
speeches .hut allow the Government to. consider this question coolly and
calmly and I feel sure that the time will come when wewill be able to
convince ih it the importance of Bengali language must be propery
weighed. Eir., I do not think that any usefulpul'pose will be served by
pushing the question to th-e--extreme. There is an English prove-rb
which says ,; c Let the sleeping dogs .lie '. So, I say I do not push the
matter to the extreme, do not provocate ' and you will· see ultimately
that hy ,patience you. will find an opportunity when circumstances may
he favourable to you. So, Sir, I do not see any reason for despair. If
anybody says so, I would say that he is .rnistaken, The manner in
Which .wc.iare dealing with this question reminds me of the Persian

.'Saying:
'Qabi nz mu.rg wawaiLa
Lament over imaginary fears,

Nothing has happened yet and as a matter of fact defeat is facing
us.and .it .may be that today the position may not be favourable to us

: but ,aHa-wards favourable situation may come. So, let us wait for the
opportunity.

Before I sit .down I convey my grateful thanks to my friend Sardar
'Shaukat Hyat for the manner in vzhich he has espoused the cause of
Bengali. I wish I had delivered ~hat speech and not he, (ApplatLse.)

Shri Dlairendra Nath Dutta (East Bengal: General): Sir.", ....
Mr. -.M.H. Gazder (Sind: Muslim) : Sir, I rise to a point of order,
Mr. President: A point of order has been raised. .

'1\-1;. M. H. 'Gazder : Sir, Rule No, 24 says that the Members shall si t
in such order as the President may direct. It does not say whether the y

. will also speak' from their seats, 1'.,11', Dutta is not in his seat, Sir.
Mr. President : I think Mr. Dutta should come to his seat.
Shri Dhirendra Nath Dutta: Sir, I will come to my seat and then

speak
{Shri Dhirendra Nath Dutta .then moved to his seat.)
Shri Dbirend~a Nath Dutta: Mr: President, Sir, I want to say that I

-always prefer to sit on the back benches. That is my habit and you
. ;prob:-.bly are aware of it. I have been a back-bencher all through my

life. Today, Sir, it is rather difficut for me to speak as it has been en-
hanced by the fact that I am to speak after our Honourable and most
learned friend, Mr. A K. Fazlul Huq. I have the honour of being his

.:.Speech not corrected by the Honourable Member.
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~ol\:ag ,2 Ior a long period and I know the difficulty Ofsp'::2.king after
him. He can place any bad case' with abounding argumer::ts~"Hehas
got that capacity .. I shall confine myself to one fort only and that is.thisr :
whether there is. a necessity for postponing the consideration of. this issue.
It is now agreed, Sir, and it has been agreed by my Honourable and most.
esteemed t+iend, Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, that the claim of the Bengali
language is genuine and. it has got the opinion and the back-
ing of all the population of East Bengal. If we look, Sir, to
the resolutions that have been tabled in this House, we shall
find it. Not only Mr. NUT Ahmed, who has got a knack 1)£

moving resolution, and who comes from' Chittagong, has moved. this-
resolution but the resolutions have be.en moved by Mr. Shahoodul-Huq,
coming from my place in the District of Tipperah and if you look to the
resolution itself, it says that 'in view of the general opinion prevailing
in East Bengal over the question of State language and also in view of
the unanimous resolution of the East Bengal Assembly passed at its.
last session recommending adoption" of Bengali as one of the State
langauges of Pakistan, the Constituent Assembly resolves to adopt
Bengali as one of the State languages of Pakistan '.

So, it has been said in the resolution itself that there is the general
opinion prevailing on the question of State language and there is
unanimous resolution of the East Bengal Assembly. Sir; I happen to be
a Member of the East BEngal Assembty. I know, Sir; the leader of the'
East Bengal Assembly, I mean' the Honourable the Chief Minister of
East Bengal, himself moved that resolution. He himself got. up and. got,
it passed that the East Bengal Assembly recommends that the Bengali
language shall be one of the State languages of Pakistan. Then, Sir,.
we get the resolution of Mr. Abd.illa-al Mahmood who comes from
Pubna who also says that Bengali be declared as one of the State'
languages. Then Mr. Abul Kasem Khan who also comes from Chi ta-
gong also .says that. Then Moulavi Ebrahim Khan who is the President
')f the Secondary Education Board of East Bengal, and who was the.
principal of a college in the District of lVIemensingh also says in. his
resolution that Bengali should be one of the State languages. So, Srr,
it is agreed and it cannot be denied that there is the backing of the
whole population of Eastern Bengal that Bengali shall be one of. the
State languages. I have got the opportunity of mixing with children
in the Districts. The children who can barely speak, they utter the
slogan: "Bengali shall be a State language".

So, Sir, it is agreed and cannot be denied that Bengali shall be one
of the State languages of Pakistan which has got the backing of the
whole population of Eastern Bengal.

Sir, it is most regrettable that silence has been imposed upon my
friends who come from East Bengal. Mr. Nur Ahmed has only moved
the resolution and has not spoken a few words in favour of the resolu-
tion. Other members, Sir, are also keeping mum. So, Sir, it is clear
that. the silence has been imposed upon them by the persons in authority
and by the present ruling group. Then, Sir, Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq says
that it should be postponed and a better day shall come. In these
matters, Sir, which have been agitating for the last 4 vears and in which
they have been silenced, no further mobilisation is necessary. It is well
known, Sir, and I do not understand how the present ruling group do
not attach any importance to it. Let us decide it once for all. It is
useless to ignore facts. I have paid due attention to the arguments that
have been advanced by Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq that the matter shall
improve if the consideration is postponed. He has declared that. he
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[Shri Dhirendra Nath Dutta.]
wants that Bengr.li shall be one of the State languages of Pakistan.
But he has given any argument .n favour of the postponement of the
consideration. But, I know, Sir, the reason for postponement. The
reason is to shelve the matter today. It is clear, Sir, that a silence has
been imposed upon members of East Bengal Legislative Assembly who
rule East Bengal, I mean my Muslim brethren. Silence has been
imposed upon them and silence will be imposed upon the people and,
therefore, it i; not prudent today to postpone the consideration. The
matter is of such an importance that it cannot be shelved. Is it not a
fact that the feelings of the Bengalis are not known to our Prime
Minister who 'happen to be a Bengali? My Chief Minister is present
today, sitting up quite silent and mum. He knows the real situation.
But he does riot venture and the members of the Eastern Bengal, my
Muslim brethcrn, do not venture today to utter an expression in favour
of the Bengali language. I know their feelings and I know the feelings
of the people of Eastern Bengal. Whatever may be said, but they have
been compelled to be silent today. Face the question bravely and
courageously. The demand that Bengali should be one of the State
languages of Pakistan is in the interest of Pakistan. For the interest
of Pakistan ar-d for the integrity of Pakistan, the Eastern wing and the
Western wing should be connected and they can be connected if my
friends from Western Pakistan start to learn Bengali and we learn Urdu.
I am quite sure if it is recognized that Bengali shall be one of the State
languages along with Urdu. then, Sir, the people of Eastern Bengal will
begin to learn Urdu seriously from today and they will learn it seriously
if the people of Western Pakistan begin to learn Bengali. I am quite
sure this will unify the two sections .. For the interest of Pakistan,
Bengali should be one of the State languages. Do not shelve it.
B2 courageous and come to a decision. It is not a matter which has sprung
rpon ycu in the language of the law, but it is a matter which is being
agitated upon for the ·last 4 or 5 years. You know the feelings of the
people and, therefore, I appeal-of course, I know that there is no
Government in the country, but I know the ruling group and I appeal
to them, Sir, to take courage in their hands and declare and come to a
decision today. If you shelve the issue, and if you postpone the consi-
deration today. the people will take it that an attempt is made to shelve
the matters. I do not repeat the argument that has been advanced by
my friend, Mr. R. K. Chakraverty, and my friend, Mr. K. K. Dutta .and
others in favour of the Bengali language. Those arguments are well-
known to you and well-known to the Home and therefore I am just
speaking with regard to the postponement of the consideration advocated
I)y Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq. I feel that there was no reason for postpon-
ing the consideration for that will not improve the situation. I, there-
fore, Sir, am compelled to oppose the amendment and support the reso-
lution that has been moved by my friend. With these few words I
take my seat.

Seth Sukhdev (Sind: General) : Sir, after hearing the learned
speeches of my predecessors, it is not necessary for a learned man to
give any speech. Sir, I generally mix with the people who travel
in the buses, people who live in the huts; and I have been asking them
several questions and discussing this matter of State language. I met
several Punjabi people, the majority of whom are illiterate or semi-
illiterate J nsked them what is yaw native language, They said:
'Of course, Punjabi. Don't you understand Punjabi' (Punjab di gal)
"Assi tussi kitthai janda ". (It is Punjabi, how can you and I under-
stand it.) This is our language .. This language we speak in our Houses".
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I asked them: "What iathe language of the.jupper class of Punjabis ".
They said : "That is also Puniabi and not Urdu because when the child-
ren 'of the upper class are under our care they know-more ofPunjabi-than
of Urdu language. Urdu is only the Adalat language and . it is the
language of the 'gha.zals '. When there is a 'Mushaira' we enjoy ·it.
Otherwise our language is Punjabi. And then, Sir, if you go to Sind,
go in the interior of Sind, nobody understands Urdu excepting a few
who are educated in Urdu. Go tn Baluchistan and ..there .i~the Baluchi
language. They do not at all 'understand Urdu with the' exception of a
few who have had their education in the Urdu schools. Then go to
North-West Frontier Province where the language is Pushto. Hard-y
anybody in the interior understands the literary Urdu. Sir, I am not
against Urdu language to be the State language. That has been already
decided. But if you will take the real plebiscite without doing any
propaganda, official or semi-official, you will find that the language of
Pakistan with huge majority of votes will be Bengali.

Bengali is spoken by a very huge majority' in" Pakistan. It is
42,000,000 and Urdu, I think, it is hardly 3,000,000 who know how to
read and write. Therefore, my submission is that you should not shelve
this matter. It may be that some of them are thinking about the
elections: that this may not come as a slogan in the elections and the
Muslim Leaguers in Eastern Pakistan may lose in tl.e election if the
question of Bengali as one of the State Ianguages of Pakistan comes
there. I shall therefore request that in this Assembly today we must
decide once for all, what should be the language of the State. Let
there he, as our Bengali friends want, Bengali as .one of the State
languages. Let Urdu and Bengali be the State languages of Pakistan.

With these few words, I take my seat.
Shri Sris Chandra Chattopadhyaya (East Bengal: General): Mr.

President, I rise to support the Resolution moved' by Mr. Nur Ahmed
and oppose the amendment which has \;2en moved by Mr. Pirzada with
tropidation.

The first cause of my trepidation in this debate is that w.hen Mr.
Nur Ahmad brought his Resolution before this House the words uttered
by him looked to me like some mantras on a shradh ceremony. I know'
that Mr. Nur Ahmed, even when he g(~'"sup without moving any Re:o-
lution, talks much and it is always difficrlt for the President to stop him
within time, but what did he do today? He got up and read the resolu-
tionlike mantras on a shradh ceremony without a word in support. 1
think really, he was gagged.

The Honourable Dr. Ishtiaq Husain Qureshi (East Bengal: Muslim) :
On a point of order. Sir, is it permissible for any Honourable Member
of this House to mimic another Honourable Member of the House and
put senseless words into his mouth? tLauqtiter.r:

Mr. President: P.lease go on! (Laughter.)
Shri Sris Chandra Chattopadhyaya: You are really mimicking him,

not 1. Enquire of my fr end, Mr. Nur Ahmed, and he will say: "Save
me from my friend." My second point is this that Whp71 there was an
agitation in East Bengal-s-personally I do not know anything about that
because I was absent from East Bengal.at that time-the Chief Minister of
East Bengal hurriedly went to the East Bengal Assembly and himself
moved a Resolution supporting the Bengali language and promising that
he would see that it is accepted as one of the State languages or .""me-
thing like that.

The Honourable Mr. Nurul Amin (East Bengal: Muslim): Where
did you get it from?
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'~~r~Sr~s' C~andra Chattopadllya~-:l ~ Did you not support it ?
,'The,HoROunblec,l\'Ir. Nurul Amin ~Why do you put in a sentence

whichwas not uttered by me ?

Shri'Sris Chanch-.l Chattopadhyaya ~ Did you move the Resolutierr
orvnot ?

The Honourable 1\<lr.Nlirld Amin : I said something else.
Shri: S:FJs C&andnt Chattopadhyaya ~ What is the Resolution whi:eh

you moved?

TIi~, Hftlwur.a.ble IUT. N:lu.u:L Amill: You can read it yourself.

Shrt Sris Chandra Chattopadhyaya: 1was not there; I' was not a
Member of vour Assembly. I did not get a copy but I saw' it in newspaper.

The· HtulMlrable l\'lt~ N1INI Amin: Then why do you· quote me;
why dovon tread on the subject if Y.0U: have not read the Resolution?

Shu, Srjs Chandra Chattopadhyaya : You moved that Resolution
'end it is, reported that you said that you would come here and have that
Resolution supported by this Assemblv.

Sar dar Shankat Hyas Khan: You are treading on his pet corn!
Shrk Sris. Chandea Chattopatlhyaya: I know that. However, I had

::'~eep:ted.-that being. the Leader of the House in the East Bengal Assembly
and' having moved that Resolution, it would have been proper on his
part himself to bring that Resolution before the House. I find, as he
.Iid not move the Resolution, ner has he said anything in support of the
Resolution, that he may be against the Bengali language being made a
State language. That is the second reason for my trepidation; so that it
-nay not be said here after that there was a talk over the languaze question
in the Assemblv but it came more from the Hindu side and therefore it was
only a Hindu agitation-and it may he circulated thereafter that it was
merely a Hindu agitation-as, I find, there is already the allegation that
the language agitation in East Bengal was engineered by the Hindus=-the
dhotuoalos and others-s-and not bv the Muslims and handy Safety Act was
used against some of them. 'That is my difficulty. ' .

Then, Sir, my old friend, who was my colleague onee=-Mr. A. .;K.
Fazlul Huq-s-in his old age is a very different man , ..

~A. K. Fazlui Huq ~ You are senior to me.
shri sns.,Cliaad:ra Cllattepatfiltyaya: Mr. F'azlul Huq has asked for

time. Sir, he, who once wanted the Brrtishers to leave the shores 01;
India, not giving the ,i'even 24 hours to do- that, todsv cernes. forward to
say that, though he knows this is an urgent matter, still be silent now
and some time may come-s-it may be after the doornsday-c-when Bengali
will become a State language.

Now, who has nurtured this agitation; who was responsible for
this agitation? There was an agltaticn in 19:48,. TheJie' was: no agitatticn
~ftsrw9.rds in Bengal, until there was a speech-somebody may say you
a>relIi,isqllQlrng.-but there was a speech by some big man in which he
said that Urdu was to' be the State language and' no other language. I
was not there, but that set the ball rolling and that brought together all
Muslim students-students of Fazlul Huq Hall and Salimullah Hall=-whc
oaraeforward and started that agitation, It is stated that they were going
on with this agitation months before the 21st February. If it was in their
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knowledge that they were agitating. about the Ianguage .jssue-. why. did
Mr. Nurul Amin rush to the House on the 22nd at nightfaTl to niovehis
Resolution? If he had moved that Resolution <:)1] the 20ih;the whole
ag tation would have fizzled Gut. There would have been 'no: ~:rQJVacatiOO1

.ft>r thatagitatien, .,

They are only boys .. Who agitated OHiO :ownboys, students of
colleges ' I know how to. stop them. I stopped rnany : agita>ti@ns "by
standing before the agitators oridemonstrators. I .sav 0UirholcLKhw~
Sahib had done the same in H148. He 'hmself told me--I·was·absent 'at
that time and was not at the place ·of occurrence- -when the students
surrounded his house, students-of. SaihmLrllahHalland o:tJhl,.ers.,and,th:e
Secretariat. He gave me a vivid-descrdptiouabout that .afterwards. ;E<Ie
rushed to the place of occurrence and faced the .sbudentsnnd said: "'I am
your leader, what do you want?" That was the bold attitade-of Khwaja
Nazimnddin. That .stopped the agitation at that time. He slgriecl aft:eight
point agreement with them. He said: ¥es Bengali will ;be thelenguage
tt the Provinoe and thus the ag:i.tatioH encted.'['hat was ·due to Khw<t:ta
Nazimuddin'sbc.Id attitude. 'But when the students were-coming \autun
the' 21st, it would have been proper to go there andface t>llem. '

; -Mr. President : Mr. Chattopadhyaya, that is not the issue before aas.
Youcan speak in respect -of -the resolution and the amendment.

Shr.i .Sris Chandra Chattopadhyava : I am ori vthe amendment. .I
do not agree with these words <of the amendment. these words, "that
there being no immediate necessity of .taking a decision here arrrd now."
I do. not agree with that. I say it is a very urgent matter. Already
people are 111 temper in East Bengal. Therefore the sooner it is decided,
one way or the other, it isheUer at least for ,the people of East Bengal.
Becausein that case they will lint be back into. the agitation and they will
not give opportunity to the Governmentof East Bengal to. use theirSafety
Act and other laws far terrorising the people and it will not be necessary
for them to use firing squads against the youth and boys. That would
beverywrang for them to do. But if it is -postponed in this way without
a final decision that will give cause far fresh agitation and w 11 not stop
the people of East Bengal from pressing their claim-s for recognition -of
Bengali as a State language. I am afraid of this. Again they will say it
is being engineered by Hindus. I th nk, in that -case our only coursewould
be to leave the town of Dacca for some time so that nobody can say Hindu
aredoing all this. Hindus had not taken part inagitatic.nand will also
remain aloof from any future movement on language question; We do
not want to take any part in this agitation. We do. not agitate far Bengal
language outside this House. This House is our only forum. Vie have
tabled motions and we support the issue here and we had agitated for
Bengali in this House before; and there it ended. We do not go outside
to. agitate. Many things have been stated and said in support of Bengali
lang~e. In this connection 12 Musiiru.Editors of- East Bengal issued a
statement, one of them is the Editor af the Azad of whichrny friend,
Maulana Akram Khan, is the proprietor, strongly supporting the demand
for Bengali as :1 State language.

MaulanaMohammad Akrant Khan (East Bengal : Muslim) : No. I
am not.

Shli .Sris Chandra Chat,topadh\yHya: I amsorry, then I oorrectrayself.
Up to this time I thought that he was the proj-rietor but now I accept: what
he says. May be his son 0.1' somebody else ;;; the owner, ldo not knov
I knew that he was the proprietor but now he says he is not; that is all
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right. Now this Editor of the Azad, with others, stated in a slatement
·thatthe Muslim culture of East Bengal depended on Bengali language
That is in that statement published in a paper. I myself saw it in a paper
with his signature; of course his printed signatures=-they mayor may
not be his signatures. It is absolutely necessary for the citizens of
East Bengal to have Bengali as State language. What is the position "
It is contended that it is a Hindu language and it had grown under Hinde
influence. I do not admit this. Bengali was not a Hindu language atall.
I camp. from a Iamily of Brahmins and the language of Hindus; was

;,Sanskrit. Pali or Prakrit and mot Bengali before Mui.iirn rule in East
Bengal. .-All our books, as youknow we were the custodians of our books
as Brahmins, wen'! written in Sanskrrt=-not one' word in Bengali. It was,
I think, and my friend .Maulana Akram Khan will also agree with me, the
Pathan Sultans and not the Moghul Sultans, who encouraged and develop-

.ed.Bengali language and Bengali culture, I say this for the information -01
-rny Pathan friends. . They brought and engaged .Muslims and Hindu
Pandits to translate Arabic, Peraian and other books in Bengali. At pre-
sent there are 20,000Muslim Pothis in Bengali written by Musiiu:s. Who
will not be proud of the name of Paragal Khan, Chuti Khan and other
Bengali writers of East Bengal? Who will not be proud of Husain Shah,
Sultan of East Bengal, who spent enormous moneys for developing Bengali
language? Hindus were not. the custodians of the Bengali language there
butit was the Muslim from the 13th century till the middle of 19th century
that developed this language, -Bengali had flourished for several centuries
wider Muslim rule and its growth and development were possible solely
due to Muslim patronage, •After the advent of the British,of course, by
about the middle of 19th century you will find the Bengali Hindus in the
ascent, and Bengali writers like Bankim Chandar and others had their
influence' on Bengali literature. They also developed this language and
they practically became the leaders of Bengali language, Before that all

. were Muslim writers and there were many sects like Murshidi, Jari,
Bhatiali, Awalji who composed beautiful songs in Bengali. They are all
Muslim writers; beautiful writings in Bengali. About Murshidi I think
our President has also heard it. Anybody who hears the song would be
enchanted by the Bengali Muslim Murshid! writings and I can say many
other songs, Jaris and Awal and other songs, beautiful songs, written by
the"Muslim writers, Now they say that it is a Hindu language, I say
Bengali 's not a Brahmanical language. The Hindu languege is
Sanskrit. Bengali was adopted by the Muslim rulers and not by Hindu
rulers Before that there was no Bengali language. Then they say its
script is Devnagri. But I want to point out that what is " Ka " in Bengali
is not "Ka" in Devnagri. They have quite different shape. "Kha "
written in Bengali will be different from Devnagri "Kha". I can write
Devnagri as well as Bengali and I know this. This thing is described in
this manner to mislead and dupe the people of Western Pakistan. I say
this onlyrto disabuse the mind of Western Pakistanis and remove mis-
understanding.

Then about the words in the Bengali language; Maulana Akram
Khan is a Bengali scho~ar. ~e will admit that out of 6,000Bengali words,
3,000 words are J1<?tderived from Sanskrit and are of foreign origin, They
are Persian, Arabic and some are from Urdu, I have heard this from the
Editor of Azad. It is, therefore, wrong to say that Bengali was.a product
of Sanskrit. My submission is that this issue should be decided in this
sessi?n-either :' F~r" or " Agains,t"! :-;0 t~at B.engal people may stop
making any agitation. I am sure, If the Issue IS finally decided' Bengai
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would not agitate even if there is a decision against the claim of recogni-
tion because it will then be the decision of the Pakistan Assembly which
must be respected. And as it will be in the interest of Pakistan, we must
not agitate. I shall be the last man to agitate. But, please do not keep -
us in suspense. I say: do not keep us in suspense and do not create
difficulties. We are in an absolute minority there and we do not join any
agitation. It is our decision that when the Muslims will agitate about
Bengali language, we will not go near that place. Let them fight
because, otherwise, our enemies will say that bad society is doing all this
thing and Government will come upon us with their beautiful and handy
weapons of Safety Acts and other weapons of like nature to confine us for
indefinite period.

I support the motion. I expected the mover to have spoken some
words in support of his resolutions. I expected some of our Muslim mem-
bers of this House from East Bengal would have spoken either way-either
supporting or rejecting it. By keeping mum people there will understand
they are not supporting the Bengali language. The people of East Bengal
will be misled thereby.

The Honourable Mr. Nurul Amin: I rise to speak a few words .more
for giving a personal explanation on account of certain mis-statements
made by no less a person than Mr. Chattopadhyaya who is the leader of
the Opposition in the LegisJatu re .

(Intenuptions.)

The Honourable Mr. Nurul Amin : 1 understand he is leader in the
Constituent Assembly, as well; that puts him to 3 position of much higher
responsibility than being a leader in the Legislature. When I heard
certain provocative statements coming down from his lips-mis-state-
ments, incorrect facts-I thought that it was not the Bengali language
which has created a loss of balance in him but it was something else
which was in his mind and which was coming up before the House. This
is a Bill which is going to be moved with regard to the arrangements
that will be made in East Bengal for the coming general elections on
the basis of separate electorates. As for myself, I did not speak because
I thought the amendment which has been made by the Honourable Mr.
Abdus Sattar was not inconsistent with the resolution moved by me in
the Bengal Provincial Legislative Assembly or with any of the motions
tabled by my esteemed friends from East Bengal. But there was another
reason for which I did not speak. I wanted to see how far the
Honourable members sitting on my right can go to create a cleavage
between us; what are the arguments, what are the provocations, what
are the appeals to our sentiments, in which they are past-masters, by
which they want to create a cleavage. In that I hope I have been
successful in exposing them to the best. This was not such a motion
on which such lengthy, and emphatic speeches would have been made. It
was not the denial of the desire of the people of East Bengal; it was
not the shelving of the question, but it was a very simple proposition
by which it is expected that better results may emerge. There
has been a demand from East Bengal for Bengali language, no doubt.
The people of Bengal also want that people on this side-ther brethren
on this side-should be educated and acquainted with their feelings,
logic and justification. So, Sir, this postponement, to my mind, seems
for the better and not for the worse as has been interpreted by my
Honourable friends on the Opposition. Each one of them has spoken in
the strain that they are the only advocates, fathers and fore-
fathers of Bengali language; and the Muslims coming from East Bengal
have no claim on Bengali language and have no love for that language.
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This is not their monopoly. They arrogate to themselves in certain
matters to show to the world that they are the monopolists in those
matters-in the matter of preservation of right in a democratic country;
in giving rights to the people; in giving rights to the people for the
freedom of speech and all that. But they should understand that we
who are sitting here, who have got the responsibility to run the adminis-
tration of the country, have got to be more responsible than those .

(Interruptions.)

Mr. President: Order, order .

Shri Dhirendra Nath Dutta : On a point of order. Sir, he is ascribing
statements which have not been made. Nobody said that the Muslims
of East Bengal have no claim. As a matter of fact it has been said other-
wise. He ascribes a statement which has not been made.

The Honourable Dr. Mahmud Husain (East Bengal: Muslim): That
is not a point of order.

The Honourable Mr. Nurul Amin : He wanted to create disorder in the
House. I hope the Chair will not give him such an opportunity to
disturb me.

Sir, what was the resolution that I moved in the East Bengal
Assembly to which several Honourable members on this side, including the
Leader of the Opposition, have referred. This is a simple resolution:

"This Assembly (Bengal Assembly) recommend to the Constituent Assembly
that one of the State languages be Bengali."

It was not a motion tabled for this Assembly. It was passed in that
Assembly. I gave reasons why this resolution was moved. I can do no
better than read a few lines from my speech in that Assembly:

"The reason for moving this resolution is that there has been a good deal
of confusion among a section of the members of the public that the action that was
taken by the Government yesterday was on account of the demand by the
students for Bengali to be one of the State languages. The issues have been
confused because so far as that demand is concerned, the students brought out
two peaceful processions on two occasions and the Government did not interfere. "

.That was the occasion on which this resolution was moved. Then,
there was an amendment by a member of that Assembly-Begum Anwara
Khatoon-to the effect:

"That it should be finally decided in the next session of the Constituent
Assembly of Pakistan."

That was the amendment and my reply was:
"Coming to the amendment of Begum Anwara Khatoon there also I find

that it is not acceptable because we are not the persons, we are not the authority
to decide whether this matter will be taken up in the next session of the Con-
stituent Assembly or not. "

So this amendment was also voted down. It was not-accepted
So what I meant by this resolution-and I still stand by that-was that
this resolution should be forwarded to the proper authority, the
President of the Constituent Assembly, who will deal with this matter
according to the rules. governing such matters in the Constituent Assembly,
and this has been sent to the President. I do not know what will happen
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to that, but when this matter comes up before this House in due time,
certainly I will mention the resolution passed by the Legislative Assembly
of East Bengal. This is not the proper time. This matter has come up before
this House because certain motions have been moved by some Members
of this House and there has been an amendment to that motion, and I
do not see how the amendment is contradictory to any of the resolutions
which has asked Bengali to be one of the State languages in Pakistan.
So long as the question of Bengali language remains pending, so long as
the demand of East Bengal is not decided adversely, I do not see any
fear in that. Rather I am hopeful that better results may come out of
it. But there are Members in this House who want to fish in troubled
waters when they get a certain opportunity, and this is one of them. I
have already said that these Honourable gentlemen have got an eye on
the next Bill and in order to create a confusion amongst the people, they
are bringing in all sorts of arguments here. I shall not dilate upon the
merits and demerits of Bengali. It will be done. Sir, in proper course.
There is no doubt that it is a rich language and it has got a vast vocabulary
and all that, but I must point out, though it has been denied by some
Members here, that there is Muslim Bengali and Hindu Bengali; there
is that difference in the language, both in the spoken language and written
language. How these differ I shall show. We call water, "oani ' in
Bengali, but my friends living next door call it 'Jal '. They will never
say 'pani '. This is the difference between Hindu Bengali and Muslim
Bengali. This difference continues; although we have been living there
for centuries, still my friends could not persuade themselves to call
water 'pani' instead of 'jal', because that is spoken by Muslims.
That is the feeling that has been created by them. Well,' pani' is
understood by them, but they will never. even by mistake. utter that
word. I am not going to go over this question now.. There are hundreds
and thousands of other examples which will show that they are going
on one way keeping their cultural association with Sanskrit, Prakrit and
other things, whereas the Muslim Bengali is going on the other side,
keeping affinity with Persian, Arabic and other languages like that. So,
Sir, two distinct languages have evolved in East Bengal, both in spoken
language and in written language. Any independent judge will be able
to find the difference. So, I am not going to speak more on that point
now. They say that their position as a minority in East Bengal will be
very much jeopardized if this decision is not taken.

Shri Sris Chandra Chattopadhyaya: Nobody has said. I said if
agitation is continued there will be difficulty for the minorities.

The Honourable Mr. Nurul Amin: He said: "we shall have to leave
Dacca for. some time". Why the agitation is not led against you. You
are quite safe, I know. I know how you are safe. I am not going to
divulge everything here, but you are quite safe. If there is any agl.tation,
it is against Muslim Members, Muslim leaders; our boys, our young
man, always looked upon the Muslim leaders for any remedy and however
much you may try to advocate their cause, you cannot succeed. I am
sure they will not divert their attention towards you. Further, what
sympathy you can have on matters which concern them. They will
always have regard and confidence in their own leaders. Speeches have
been made that there is no confidence in the leadership in East Bengal
or in Pakistan; well, this is how you give thought to our people, you want
to seduce our people, our young men to a certain ideology, to certain things
which are far from their minds. Mind you, we know the insiduous
activities of this nature and we also know how to deal with them.
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Shri Dhirendra Nath Dutta: Mr. President, Sir. I rise on a point of

order. Is the Honourable Member entitled to ascrbe motives to other
Members of the House? Sir, it has been held by the Chairman in your
absence that nobody is entitled to ascribe motives and it is a parliamen-
tary convention, Sir, not to ascribe motives. I know that when the
Honourable Chief Minister of East Bengal speaks, he always ascribes
motives. It is his habit. So I seek your protection.

Mr. President: Nobody should impute motives.

The Honourable 'Mr. Nurul Amin: I have not imputed any motives.
Sir, when the Leader of the Opposition was speaking, he said: "Why
this silence: why this amongst the Members on this side." What did
he mean? Did he not say that muzzles have been imposed on their
mouths; that they have been compelled by the ruling class not to
speak? These are the words. Is it not imputing motives? If it is not,
then I think it cannot be said that I am imputing motives to anybody. So
it is not the question of imputing motives when my friend says it. My
friend has said that the agitation will not be stopped; agitation will go on.
You can keep it pending for some time, but mind you, the agitation is not
going to die down, It will be kept on, This is how the provocation is
supplied through my friends here that if our young men, our people take a
sensible view and turn their minds, thev would not allow them to take to
that path. They will provoke them and tell them to go on creating chaos
in the country because that suits their purpose. Peace and tranquility,
absolute unanimity among our people, young and old, males or females,
will not suit them. They want to provoke people, to supply certain
motives so that they may go on trading on them and create cleavage
amongst them. I thought it was high time that some of my octogenarian
friends had taken lessons after the achievement of Pakistan and had
behaved in a way which would warrant respect for them from us.

Mr. President: Please confine yourself to the issue.

The Honourable Mr. Nurul Amin: Sir, I have confined myself to
the issue. Sir, the resolu+ion is of the East Bengal Assembly there. I have
read out the wording or the resolution of the East Bengal Legislative
Assembly, as also its intention. So it is not the question why I do not move
that resolution here. A motive has been imputed by the Honourable the
Leader of the Opposition. So there should not be a confusion which has
been sought to be created amongst our people by the gentleman
speaking from that side. I do not touch the points raised by Sardar
Shaukat Hyat Khan who has spoken from the Bench over there, because
I know that his party being so small, he has got to be in the lap of my
friend, Mr. Chattopadhyaya.

Mr. President: I am first putting the amendment to vote.

The question is :

That for the or-ginal motion the following be substituted:-

"That in view of the fact that no decision has yet been taken in the matter
of the State language and there being no immediate necessity of taking a decision
thereon be it resolved that the Question be decided by this Assembly when it comes
up before it in due course."
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(The House then divided.)
AYES-41

23.
24.

1. Mr. Abdulla-al Mahmood.
2. Maulana Md. Abdullah-el Baqui.
3. Maulana Md. Akram Khan.
4. The Hon'ble Mr. Azizuddin Ahmad.
5. Moulavi Ebrahim Khan.
6. The Hon'ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman.
7. Mr. Ghayasuddin Pathan.
8. Mr. Shahoodul Huque.
9. The Hon'ble Dr. Ishtiaq Husain

Qureshi.
10. Th"! Hon'ble Mr. Mafizuddin

Ahmad.
11. The Hon'ble Dr. Mahmud Husain.
12. The Hon'ble Dr. A. M. Malik.
13. The Hon'ble Mr. Md. Habibullah

Bahar.
14. Mr. Nur Ahmed.
15. The Hon'ble Mr. Nurul Amin.
16. The Hon'ble Khwaja Nazimuddin.
17. Mr. Asadullah.
18. H. E. Khwaja Shahabuddin.
19. The Hon'ble Mr. Abdul Hamid.
20. Sved A. B. M. Husain.
21. Sri Dhananjoy Roy.
?2. Mr. Akshay Kumar Das.

1. Mr. Prom Hari Barma.
2. Shri Dhirendra Nath Dutta.
3. Shri Kamini Kumar Dutta.
4. Prof. Raj Kumar Chakraverty.
5. Shri Sris Chandra Chattopadhyaya.
6. Mr. Bhupendra Kumar Datta.

Mr. Abdul Monem Khan.
Mr. Choudhury Zahiruddin

Moazzam Hossain (Lalmian).
25. H. E. Malik Md. Firoz Khan Noon.
26. The Hon'ble Mr. Mohamad Ali.
27. The Hon'ble Sir Muhammad

Zafrulla Khan.
28. The Hon'ble Sardar Abdur Rab

Khan Nishtar.
29. Khan Iftikhar Husain Khan of.

Madmot.
30. Syed Khalilur Rahman.
31. Sardar Amir Azam Khan.
32. Shaikh Sadiq Hasan.
33. Syed Ghularn Bhik Nairang.
34. Malik Shaukat Ali.
35. The Hon'ble Pirzada Abdus Sattar

Abdur Rahman.
36. Mr. M. H. Gazder.
37. Mr. M. A. Khuhro.
38. Mr. M. H. Kizilbash.
39. The Hon'ble Mr. Mushtaq Ahmad

Gurmani.
40. Mr. P. D. Bhandara.
41. Mr. Ahmad E. H. Jaffer.

NOES-12
7. Mr. Jnanendra Chandra Majumdar.
8. Mr. Birat Chandra Mandal.
9. Mr. Bhabesh Chandra Nandy.

10. Sardar Shaukat Hyat Khan.
11. Sardar Asadullah Jan Khan.
12. Seth Sukhdev.

The motion was adopted.
Mr. President: So all the other motions on the language issue fall

through.

THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (THIRD AMENDMENT) BILL

The Honourable Pirzada Abdus Sattar Abdur Rahman (Sind:
Muslim): Sir, I beg to introduce the Bill" further to amend the Govern-
ment of India Act, 1935 (Amendment of Fifth and Sixth Schedules).

(AfteT a pause.)
The Honourable Pirzada Abdus Sattar Abdur Rahman: Sir, I beg

to move:
"That the Bill further to amend the Government of India Act, 1935,

(Amendment of Fifth and Sixth Schedules) be taken into consideration."
Sir, this Bill is the final instalment towards the process of introduc-

ing adult franchise in the country and re-adjusting the number of seats
in the remaining province of East Bengal. Such legislat on, Sir, was
undertaken in this House first in the case of Punjab and then in case
of N.-W. F. P. and finally in case of Sind and East Bengal was the only
Province where this measure of reform was to be introduced and since
the period of the legislature would be expiring sometime early next year,
it was necessary to make necessary amendments of the Government of
India Act and other laws relevant thereto so that new elections in East
Bengal could be undertaken on the same basis on which elections have

< Published in the Gazette of Pakistan Extraordinary, dated the 3rd April,
1952, as provided under Rule 43 of the Constituent Assembly Rules.-Ed. of Debs.
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[The Honourable Pirzada Abdus Sattar Abdur Rahman.]
taken place in other provinces. The principle of raising the number of
seats has been followed in case of East Bengal also and a larger House has
been provided than exists at present. I might explain, Sir, how these
number of seats have been distributed. The population of East Bengal
according to the new census is as follows:-

Total population
Muslims
General including Caste Hindus
Scheduled castes
Buddhists
Christians

4,19,32,329
3,22,26,639

42,27,982
50,52,250
3,18,951
1,06,507

and there are some others which are included in the figure that I have
given for 'General including Caste Hindus' and they are about 30
thousand. Now the number of seats proposed, Sir, works out as follows.
In case of Muslims, a population of 1,41,345has been entitled to one seat
and in case of General including Caste Hindus 1,40,933,in case of Scheduled
castes 1,40,340, in case of Buddhists 1,59,475 and in case of Christians
1,06,·507.

Sir, the number of seats allotted to the various classes and communi-
ties is given by me in the table of seats which is attached to the Bill and
that is based on the figures that are just mentioned.

Certain seats, Sir, have been reserved for women, which are in
addition to their normal right of exercising the vote in the general seats.
That means that for the Muslim seats in general and the general seats,
including the Caste Hindus, the Scheduled Castes and every other seat
they have got the right to vote and stand as candidates and be elected if
they want to do so, but additional seats-extra weightages you may call
them-have been given to women and that is mentioned in the table of
seats which is attached to the Bill.

You will find, Sir, that in the case of Muslim women nine seats have
been given to them and in the case of General, including the Caste Hindus,
one seat has been given to them and that in the case of the Scheduled
Castes two seats have been given to them. I have also provided, Sir, that
for these Hindu seats only women will be entitled to vote and the males
will not be entitled to vote because it is a representation specially given
to them under one of the provisions of the Bill.

The Special Seats, which originally belonged to land-holders,
Mining, Industry, Commerce, Labour and Universities have been done
away with, as was done in the case of other Provinces, so that you have
got only a straight election for the seats-for the Muslim seats, for the
Scheduled Caste seats, Buddhist seats, Christian seats and the General
seats, including the Caste Hindus. It is only for women that special seats
have been given.

Now coming to the question of Buddhists and Scheduled Castes, I
have, Sir, carried the principle of separate electorates further-this prin-
ciple, as I submitted, has been accepted by this House in the case of three
other Provinces; that is to say the present system of election, as en-
visaged under the Government of India Act, which is applicable to us now,
has been accepted in the case of three other Provinces and I have
followed the same pattern in this case also, with this exception that I have
gone a bit further-proposed separate seats for Buddhists and separate
seats for Scheduled Castes. Now this was necessary in view, in the case
of Buddhists, of a demand from them that they were a distinct minority
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And separate representation should be given to them, and, in the case of
Scheduled Castes also, similar demands were made. I know my !r:e:lds
in the Oppositon have challenged this fact on another occasion in the
legislature and they will be raising this point here also, but, while
moving the motion for consideration, I do not want to go into all the
details of that. There will be ample time to do that and I will be doing
so at the right time when the question of reply comes. I feel, Sir, that I
am quite justified under the circumstances in proposing separate electora-
tes for the Scheduled Castes and Buddhists and therefore I have brougb '
in this Bill, which I commend for the consideration of the House.

Mr. President: Motion moved:
"That the Bill further to amend the Government of India Act, 1935,

(Amendment of Fifth and Sixth Schedules), be taken into consideration."

Mr. Bhupendra Kumar Dutta (East Bengal: General): Sir, I oppose
consideration of the Bill.

Shri Dhirendra Nath Dutta (East Bengal: General): I do not know
what will be the procedure, but my friend has stood up to oppose the
consideration of the Bill and I want to know whether the Bill will be
taken up first, or whether my amendment that the Bill be circulated for
the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th July, 1952, will be
taken up first?

Mr. President: Amendments will be taken up first.
Shri Dhirendra Nath Dutta : Not the consideration?
Mr. Bhupendra Kumar Dutta : Sir, I oppose the consideration of the

Bill.
Mr. President: Amendment will be taken first and then the Bill,

If the amendment is carried, you will, of course, lose your opportunity
but that will show the decision of the House. That cannot be helped.

Shri Kamini Kemar Dutta (East Bengal: General): But if the amend-
ment is not carried, then we shall certainly be entitled to voice our
opposition to the Bill.

Mr. President: Of course, you will always be able to oppose the
original motion. Mr. Dutta, are you going to move your amendment?

. Shri Dhirendra Nath Dutta: My friend wants to oppose the con-
sideration of the Bill and therefore I do not wish to move my amendment.

Mr. President: Amendment by Mr. Dutta not moved. Mr. Prem Hari
Barma, you move your motion.

Mr. Prem Hari Barma (East Bengal: General) : Sir, I beg to move:
"That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by

the 30th June, 1952."

Sir, I want that the Bill be circulated for eliciting public opinion
because various matters of vital principles and importance have been
brought in the Bill. This is not a Bill merely to amend the Government
of India Act, 1935,to have election in the province of East Bengal on the
basis of Adult Franchise. The original and main purpose of the amend-
ment of the Government of India Act was this-viz., election on Adult
Franchise. But the Bill now contains new matter of vital principles like
joint electorate Or separate electorate, abolition of various special con-
stituencies. This Bill proposes separate electorate for the Hindu com-
munity, where there is provision for joint electorate in the Act. It further
proposes to abolish the special constituencies of Commerce, Industries,
Mining and Planting, Landholders and Labour.
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[Mr. Prem Hari Barma.]

Again, Sir, there is joint electorate for the Hindus with reservation
of seats for the backward Scheduled Castes of that community. Is it
just and fair to thrust separate electorate upon the Hindu community
without ascertaining the views of the leaders of that community whether
they want separate electorates or not?

The Honourable Pirzada Abdus Sattar Abdul' Rahman: Will the
Honourable Member please read a bit loudly? I cannot hear him.

Mr. Prem Had Barma: Sir. joint electorate with reservation of
seats for the Scheduled Castes of the Hindu community was based upon
the famous Poona Pact which was a Pact between the Caste Hindus and
the Scheduled Caste Hindus. This Poona Pact is still there: it has not
been abrogated by the parties' to the Pact. -

Sir, when the Pact still exists there and upon the terms of this Pact
joint electorate is provided in the Government of India Act, 1935, can you
abolish joint electorate and thrust senar ate electorate upon the Hindus with-
out first getting the Poona Pact abrogated by the parties concerned? Now,
Sir, who is competent to abrogate the Poona Pact? It is certainly the
parties to the Pact who alone can annul it. Uptill now the Poona Pact
has not been annuled by the parties concerned, that is the Scheduled
Castes and the Caste Hindus of the Hindu community. If you pass this
Bill by the majority votes of the Muslim members, then you will certainly
be guilty of abrogating the Poona Pact and thereby you will also be
guilty of interfering with the internal and domestic affairs of the Hindu
community. The representatives of the Muslim community here have
no right to annul the Poona Pact either directly or indirectly through
legislation. If they do so, that will not be fair and just. Sir, it is the
Parties to the Pact alone, that is the Scheduled Castes and the Caste
Hindus, who can decide whether they will adhere to this Pact or not.

Sir, to abrogate any pact or contract, consent of both the parties to
the pact is essentially necessary. My friends on the opposition will say
that leaders of Scheduled Caste Federation, like the Honourable Mr. D.
N. Barori and Haran Chandra Barman want separate electorate. But,
Sir, they do not represent the opinion of the Scheduled Caste Federation
inasmuch as the Working Committee of the Scheduled Caste Federation
in their resolution passed in 1949 demanded joint electorate with reserva-
tion of seats for the Scheduled Castes. You will be surprised to hear that
Mr. D. N. Barori himself was present in that meeting of the Working
Committee of the Scheduled Caste Federation. He was also a signatory
to that resolution. Moreover Mr. D. N. Barori and Mr. H. C. Barman
were also signatories to the memorandum submitted by all the Hindu
members of the East Bengal Legislative Assembly to the Honourable
the President of the Constituent Assembly and to - the then Prime
Minister, the late lamented Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan. In that
memorandum joint electorate has been demanded. It is really a matter
of regret and surprise that the opinion of gentlemen of Mr. D. N. Barori
and Mr. H. C. Barman's position -would change so soon. Scheduled Caste
Federation or its working committee have not passed any resolution
repealing their resolution passed in 1949. The opinion of Mr. Barorj and
of Mr. H. C. Barman is their personal opinion and not the opinion of the
Scheduled Castes Federation. Sir. apart from the resolution of the
Scheduled Castes Federation there is also the resolution for joint electorate
of the Minorities Conference, recently held at Comilla on the 11th and
12th March, 1952, in which more than 300 delegates of the Scheduled
Castes from different districts of East Bengal were present and unani-
mously demanded joint electorates. Sir, if you want to do away with
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the Poona Pact and want to introduce separate electorates then let there
be first a referendum of the Scheduled Castes.

Mr. M. H. Gazder (Sind: Muslim): Point of Order, Sir.
Mr. Prem Hari Barma: There are only a few lines more. Let there

be first a referendum of the Scheduled Castes as well as of the Caste Hindus
on this issue, i.e., the issue whether they want joint electorate or separate
electorate. Sir, the representatives of the Muslim Community in the
House by the strength of their majority vote in the House should not
pass a legislation which will be most harmful, not only to the Scheduled
Castes and Caste Hindus but to Pakistan as well and create dissensions
among them. Sir, we want joint electorates not only with the Scheduled
Castes and Caste Hindus but we want joint electorates with the Muslims
also because we are of the opinion that if there be joint electorates of the
Hindus and Muslims, then there will be created a situation in which the
minorities will be safe and free in Pakistan and we want that both the
Hindu Community and the Muslim Community live peacefully in Pakistan.
But if there is introduction of separate electorates in the Hindu Commu-
nity there will be discussions amongst them and both the Caste Hindus
and Scheduled Castes and Buddhists will have separate electoral rolls and
they will not all work together with the majority community, i.e., the
Muslims. Sir, if you want to make Pakistan strong and prosperous you-
must make all the sections of all the religions of Pakistan work together
wholeheartedly and in co-operation with each other. But if there is going
to be separate electorate then the various sections of the citizens of
Pakistan will work separately and they will think in their own way and
there will be no collaboration amongst them. We want that there should
be only one electoral roll of all the citizens of Pakistan but as the Scheduled
Castes, Buddhists and other sections of the citizens of Pakistan who are
backward, in their case, they should be given some reservation of seats so
that they may be able to safeguard their rights and interests. With these
few words, I hope that the House will accept my motion for circulation and
will not hastily pass this measure which is really very harmful and
detrimental not only to the Hindu Community but I think to Pakistan
as a whole. With these observations, I commend my motion for circula-
tion of the Bill. .

Mr. President: Amendment moved:
"That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon

up to the 30th June, 1952."

The House stands adjourned till 10 A.M., on the 15th April, 1952.

The Constituent Assembly then adjourned till Ten of the Clock, on
I'uesday, the 15th April, 1952.
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