
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY OF PAKISTAN
Wednesday, the 25th February, 1948.

The Constituent Assembly of Pakistan met in the Assembly Chamber
Karachi, at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President (Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad
Ali Jinnah) in the Chair.

PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS AND SIGNING OF THE
REGISTER

Mr. Prestdent : Members who have not already presented their credentials
and signed the Roll of Members will please do so now ..

The following Members then presented their credentials and signed the
Register.

1. Mian Mumtaz Mohammad Khan Daultana (West Punjab: Muslim) ;
2. Sardar Shaukat Hayat Khan (West Punjab: Muslim) ; and
3. Moulavi Ebrahim Khan (East Bengal: Muslim). ®

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF PROCEDURE
ETC -(contd.).

Me President: The House will now resume consideration of the followin g
motion moved by Mr. Tamizuddin Khan on the 24th February, 1~4~ :-

"That this Assembly do adopt the draft Rules of Procedure as approved by t hc
l.:"'llIl1ittc-c on Rules of Procedure, Powers of Pre s ide nt, e tc., ;'

*Mr. Tamizuddin Khan (East Bengal: Muslim) : Sir, I am suggesting
the following amendments. First of all-

." That in sub-r ule (2) ofrule 5 in place of the words" being called upon to do I'" by the
President" the following be subst ituted , namely-

'receiving an intimation from the president calling upon him to do so '."

Sub-clause (2)will run thus with this amendment :-
•• (2) If a member duly elected to the Assembly refuses or fails to take the o a t h of alleg iance

to the Federation ef Pakistan within two weeki of his receiving an intimation from the President
calling upon him to do '0 he shall cease to be a member of the Assembly and hili se at shall be-
come vacant ".

No. :I the proviso-
'That after sub-rule (2) of rule 5 the following proviso be added, namely-

: Provided that the President shall have the power to extend the period mentioned above
011 sufficient cause being shown by the member for his failure to t ake the ath of alleg iance with
iu the aforesaid period '."

Sir, so far as the first amendment is concerned there was some vagueness
in the phraseology. It was not clear whether the time would run from the date
of the member receiving the intimation or from the date of issue of the intima-
tion. There might be some di fficulty in deciding that and, if it was decided on
a particular occasion that the date should run from the date of the issue of the
intimation from the Office of the President, in that case the member will be. put
to a real difficulty. If this amendment is accepted that will obviate the diffi-
culty I am ~ointing out. • ~;c-,

So far as the ~econd amendment is concerned it is practicaJl y the same as
was sugg-esred yesterday.1 No further comment i» ncceuary.

*Speech not corrected by the Honourable member

( 13 )
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[Mr. Tamizuddin Khan]
I may again say, Sir, that so far as this rule and this amendment is COII-

corned it will come into operation very rarely. We ai c ma s ing rules for th c
Constituent Assembly .. This Assembly is expected to last tor a year or .two
not more than that-as we can visualise, and there is going t01 be no General
Election to ·the Constituent Assembly. One or two casual vacancies may
occur and elections may take place on those occasions and those one or two
members who are elected will certainly be very alive to their election and try
to take the oath of allegiance as early as possible. Therefore, so far as this
.rule is concerned, it will come very rarely into operation, if at all. 'I h erefore-,
I think that ifit is accepted in this form it will serve the purposf', if at all an
occasion Iike that arises.

Prof. Raj Kumar Chakraverty (East Bengal : General) : 'Nil! the Honour-
able Member read it again?

Mr. President: Order, order. Amendments moved :
"That in sub-rule (2) of Rule S in place of the words 'b,.ing called upon to do so by the

President' the following be substituted, namely :-
'receiving an intimation from the President calling upon him to do so'."

and
"That after sub- rule (2) of Rule 5 the following proviso be added, namely :-.
, Provided that the President shall have the power to ex rend the per iud mentioned "b"vc

on sufficient c ••.use being shown by the member for his failure to take the oath of' alk!:iallce
within the aforesaid period'."

The Honourable Mr. Abdul Hamid (East Bengal : Muslim): I beg to
move a further amendment-

" Provided that the President may extend the period mentioner!."-

deleting the other words.
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan:) Sir, I do not think that that will improve the

position.
Mr. Sardar Bahadur Khan (N .. W.F.P. : Muslim): The draft prepared

by my Honourable friend, Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, does not meet the point
raised by Mr. Feroz Khan Koon. His point was that if a member is serve-d
with a notice to take the oath of allegiance and the notice is delivered to him
just after the lapse of fifteen days' time then the member will stand uns eated
automatically. When he comes to know that he has been unseated he has got
a right to make a representation to the President that he has not been properly
served with a notice. To meet this contingency the President should have
t he power to reinstate that member on being assured that the notice was not
properly served or that there was other reasonable excuse for him not to
attend. So the amendment should be re-drafted in order to meet that contin-
gency. ~

Mr. President: It is entirely a different point altogether. It has noth-
ing to do with this amendment at all, because sub-clause (2) of ruie 5 says:

"(~) If a member duly elected to the Assembly refuses or fails to take the oath of allegiance
to the Federation of Pak ist an wi thin two weeks of his being called upon to do so by the Pres id en t
Ite shall cease to be" member of the Assembly and his seat shall become vacant."

It is entirely a question now of fact which may. or may not arise ,
Jlamely, the member whom a notice has been sent to take the oath of
allegiance has not r cc civcd the notice at all. Well when he has got to' satisfy
the proper authority that he never received any notice hov: can the ruls. operate
against him. It has nothing to do with this amendment. Therefore I now pro·
ceed to put the first amendment to vote. The question is : '

That in sub-rule '(2) of rule 5 in place of the words' being cal led upon to do so by the
Pre sident ' the follow ing be subst.iiuted, namely :-

'receiving an intimation from the President, calling upon him to do so',"

The motion was adopted.
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Mr. President. I now put the second amendment to vote. The question is :

"That after sub-rule (2) of rule 5 the following proviso be added, llalllelY:-

. Provided ih at President shall have the power to extend the period ment ioned abev e
Oil sufficient cause being shown by the member for his failu.e to .t akc the oath of al le-
<;iance within the aforesaid period'."

The motion was adopted.
Mr. President: Now I put Rule No.5 asamended to the vote of the

House. The question is :
"That Rule No.5 as amended stand part of the Rules".

The motion was adopted.
Rule No.5 as amended was added to the Rules of Procedure.

Mr. President: The question is :

"That rule :l9 stand part of the Rules".

Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta (East Bengal: General): Mr. President, Sir, I
move:

" That in sub-rule (1) or rule 29, after the word" English" in line 2, the words" or

Bcng alee", be inserted."

May I move the other motion as that can be considered together because
Ihat relates to the same rule?

Mr -. President: I think you take them separately and not together.
You may take item No.2 on the agenda-your first amendment.

Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta: May I speak, Sir?
Mr. President: Yes. Speak.

Mr. Dhh-eudra Nath Dutta: Mr. President, Sir, in moving this-the x.,
motion that stands in my name-I can assure the House that I do so not in a
spirit of narrow Provincialism, but, Sir, in the spirit that this motion receives the
fullest considerations at the hands of the members present. I know, Sir, that
Bengalee is a Provincial' language, but, so far our State is concerned, j t
is the language of the majority of the people of the State. So although
it is a Provincial language but, as it is a language of the majority
of the people of the State and it stands on a different footing
therefore. Out of six crores and ninety lakhs of people inhabiting
this State, 4 crores and 40 lakhs of people speak the Bengalee language. So,
Sir, what should be the State language of the State? The State language of the
State should be the language which is used by the majority of the people of the
State, and for that, Sir, I consider that Bengalee language is a lingua
franca of our Stare. It may be contended with a certain amount of force
that even in our sister Dominion the Provincial languages have nut
got the status of a lingua franca because in her sister Dominion of India the
proceedings of the -Constitu ent Assembly is conducted in Hindustani, Hindi or
Urdu or English. It is not conducted in the Bengalee language but so far as the
Bcngal ee is concerned out of 30 erores of people inhabiting that sister Dominion
two and a half crores speak the Bengalee language.' Hindustani, Hindi or
Urdu has been given an honoured place in the sister Dominion because the majo-
rity of the-people of th~ Indian Dominion speak that language. So we are to
consider that in ~our State it it is found that the majority of the people of the
State Co speak the Bengal ee language then Bengalee should have an honoured
place even in the Central Government. •

J know, Sir, J voice the sentiments of the vast millions of our state. In the
meantime I want to let the House know the feelings of the vastest millions of our

·State. Even Sir, in the Eastern Pakistan where the people numbering four
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[Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta]

crores and forty lakhs speak the Bengalee language the common man even if he
goes to a Post Office and wants to have a money order f irrn finds that the
money order is printed in Urdu language and is not printed in Bengalee language
or it is printed in English A poor cultivator, who has got his son, Sir, as a
student in the Dacca University and who wants to send money to him, goes to a
village Post Office and he asks for a money order form, finds that the money
order form is printed in Urdu language. He cannot send the money order but
shall have to rush to a distant town and have this money order form translated
for him and then the money order, Sir, that is necessary for his boy can be sent.
The poor cultivator Sir, sells a certain plot of land or a poor cultivator. purchases
a plot of land and goes to the stamp vendor and pays him money but cannot say
whether he has received the value of the money in stamps. The value of the
stamp, Sir, is written not in Bengalee hut is written in Urdu and English. But
he cannot say, Sir, whether he has got the real value of the stamp. These. are
the difficulties experienced by the common man of our State The language of
the State should be such which can be understood hy the common men of the
State. The common men of the State numbering four crores and forty millions
find that the proceedings of this Assembly which is their mother of parliaments
is being conducted in a language, ~~ir,which is unknown to them. Then, Sir,
English has got an honoured place, Sir, in Rule 29. I know, Sir, English has got
an honoured place because of the international character.

But, Sir, if English can have an honoured place in Rule 29-that the proceed
ings of the Assembly should be conducted in Urdu or English why Bengalee,
which is spoken by four crores forty lakhs of people should not have an honoured
place, Sir, in rule 29 of the Procedure: Rules. So, Sir, 1 know I am voicing the
sentiments of the vast millions of our State and therefore Bengalee should not be
treated as a Provincial Language. It should be treated as the languag e of the·
State. And therefore, Sir, I suggest that after the word' English' the words
~' or Bengalee " be inserted in Rule 29.

1 do not wish to detain the House but I wish that the Members present here
should give a consideration to the sentiments of the vast millions of our St-ir e,
Sir, and should accept the amendment that has been moved by me.

Mr. President: I may read out the amendment again Some Members
might not have it.

Amendment moved
"That in sub-rule (1) of r ule 2\1,after the word ; English' in line 2, the wor ds : or
Bengali' be inserted."

Mr. Prern Hari Barma (East Bangal ; General) Sir, I whole-heart edly
support the amendment moved by my Hon'ble and esteemed friend, Mr.
Dhirendra Nath Datta, Sir, this amendment docs not seek to oust
English or Urdu altogether but it seeks only to have Bcngalcc as
one of the media spoken in the Assembly by the Members of the :\ssembly.

So it is not the intention of the amendment ·altogether to oust English or
Urdu, but to have BengaJec also as the linquo. franca of the State. ~ir, as my
Honourable friend has told the: House, the majority of the people of the State
of Pakistan speaks Bengalee. Therefore, Bcngalee must find a place as one
of the media in which the Members can address the Assembly. Another diffi-
culty will be that if any Member speaks in his mother tongue, but i: it is not
one of the media in which the Members can address the House, the true speech
will not be recorded, but only a translation of the spcach in the' proceediags of
the House will be-recorded. Therefore, it is necessary for the majority of the
people of the State that the speeches which will be delivered in Bengalee should
be recorded in Bengalee. With these few words I support the amendment
moved by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta. .
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The Hon'ble Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan (Prime Minister and Minister for

Defence): Mr. President, Sir, I listened to the speech of the Hon'ble the Mover
of the amendment with very great rare and attention. I wish the Hon'ble
member had not moved his amendment and tried to create misunderstanding
between the different parts of Pakistan. My Honourable friend has waxed
eloquent and stated that Bengalee should really be the lingua franca of Pakis-
tan. In other words, he does not want Bengalee only to be used as a medium
of expression in this House, but he has raised indeed a very important question.
He should realise that Pakistan has been created because of the demand of a
hundred million Muslims in this sub-continent and the language of a hundred
million Muslims is Urdu and, therefore, it is wrong for "him now to try and
create thesituation that as the rnajoi it y of the people of Pakistan belongs to
~ne part of Pakistan, therefore the language which is spoken there should
become the State language of Pakistan. Pakistan is a Muslim State and it
must Have as its lingua frn:nca the language of the Muslim nation. My Honour-
able friend is displeased that Urdu should replace English. The intention is
that instead of having English as the State language which it has been so long,
Urdu should be the state language, Sir, my honourable friend never minded it,
never pressed for Bengalee as long as English was the State language. I never
heard in the Central Assembly for years and years any voice raised by the peo-
pI e of Bengal that Rengalee should be the State language. I want to know why
is this voice being raised today and I am sorry that he should feel it necessary
to bring in this question. We do r ecognise the importance of Bengalee. There
is no intention to oust Bengalee altogether from Bengal. As a matter of fact,
it would be wrong for anyone to thrust any other language on the people of a
province whichis not their mother tongue, but, at the same time, we must have
a State language-the language which would be used between the different
parts of Pa kis tar. for inter-provincial communications. Then, Sir, it is not only
the population you have to take into consideration. There are so many other
factors. Urdu can be the only language which can keep the people of East
Bengal or Eastern Zone and the people of Western Zone joined together. It is
necessary for a nation to have one language and that language can only be
Urdu and no other language. Sir, as 1 have said, there is no intention on the
part of the Government 01 anybody else that Bengalee should be done away
with. As. a matter of fact, I have always felt and it is my personal view,
based on long experience, that you should not teach a child in any other language,
except his own mother tongue. The medium of instruction of every part of a
country should be the mother tongue of that part of the country. I do i ealise
that for years to come it would be only a dream-if anybody has such a dream-
to think that Urdu would replace Bcngalee altogether in Bengal. The intention
is not that. Therefore, Sir, I am son y I cannot agre c to the amendment which
has been moved. As a matter of fact, when the notice of that amendment was
given, I thought that the object was an innocent one. The object to include
Bengalee was that in case there are some people who arc not proficient in Eng-
lish or Urdu might express their views in that language, but I find now that the
object is not such an innocent one as I thought it was, The object of this
a~endment is to create a rift between the people of Pakistan. The object of
this amendment is to take away from the Mussalmans that unifying force that
brings them together.

Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta : Certainly not. That is not the intention,
Mr. Liaquat Ali K~an: My honcurable friend may go on questioning for

the rest of"his life. He has done that. Was it not necessary for the people of
Be~gal-=-Bcngalec-5peaking people-to have remained united? No, because it
was to be a S~ate where Mussalmans were in a majority. Therefore, Bengal
must -be divided. There was no question of Bengalee langnage or Bengali
culture taken intoonsideration at that time.

({'he Ron'ble Sardar Abdur Rab Khan Nishtar (Minister for Comrnunica-
tions} : The Hon'ble Member voted for division. .

'v'

•
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Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: Anyhow I am not concerned with that part of it.
I think it is wrong for my Honourable friend to raise this question. It is

really the most vital question, a question of life and death for the Mus lim
nation not only for Pakistan but throughout this whole sub-continent and I
most strongly oppose the amendment which has been moved. I hope the House
will not lend its support to such a kind of amendment, if ever it comes forward
in future.

Mr. Bhupendra Kumar Datta (East Bengal: General): Sir, we press
this amendment in no Irivolousspirit of opposition. I am surprised at the speech
the Honorable the Leader of the House has just made. I wish he had not made
some of the remarks he chose to make. They will have unfortunate repercus-
sions elsewhere even in certain sections in Pakistan. Therefore it is all the more
necessary that this amendment should be pressed.

I tour frequently in the part of the country to which I belong and I.know
the str-ength of the feeling there over this matter. Bengalee is the language
of the overwhelming majority there, it is the only language spoken and under-
stood there. IL is also the language of the overwhelming majority of the entire
state of Paxist an. I find in. this House sometimes a tendency to emulate or to
draw parallels to things that happen in the other Union. Even yesterday,
when the discussion en the question of redistribution of seats was going on, my
fricn d, Mr. Datta, was interrupted and asked: c c What was taking place in the
Indian Dominion?" But in this vital matter there is a departure. in the Indian
Union, they have adopted the language of the largest single section of population.

Several Voices: question, question.

Mr. Bhupendra Kumar Datta: But here we arc adopting Ur du. Urdu
IS not the language of any of the Provinces constituriug the Domin ion "r
Pakistan. I t is the language a of the upper few of Wcstcr n ia xistall. This
opposi t.on to the amendment proves an effort, a determined ellort on

the part of t.ie upper few of Western Pakistan at dominating the State of
Pakistan.

Sir, we have come to this House on the majority of votes of the cornrnou
people of Pakistan. And then we arc putting the Ianguauc bar against that
majority and bolting the door against the common people of l'akistan.

It cannot be questioned that Bengalce is the spoken language and known to
the majority of the people of Pakistan. Besides, it is the richest language in the
whole of the sub-continent in every sense of the word. The Bengalee people are
rut to a disadvantage in every manner. The capital of the State is far removed
from the place where the majority of the people dwell and then this lanzuagc
bar is put against the majority of the common people of the State. This is
certainly not a tendency towards democracy: it is a tendency towards domi-
nation of the upper few of a particular region of the State. We arc not yet
pressing-it to be the lingu'Lfmnca of the State. \Ve are merely demanding that
it to be included as one of the three languages to be permitt.cd here. Even the
language, which unfortunately I am speaking at the moment-s-the English
language-which remains with us as a souvenir of slavery is given a place of
honour, but not the language of the common people, the majority of the common'
people. That is a pity. We are merely pressing it to be only one of the three
languages and I hope there would be no objection or oppojition from any section
of the House and this amendment will be passed.-

The Honourable Mr. Ghazanfar Ali Khan (Minister for Refugees, "Relrcf
& Rehabilitation) : Sir, I rise to oppose the amendment. I am afraid that an
attempt is being made to confuse the issue. As a matter of fact there is no bar
against any Member of this House expressing himself in Bengalee if he wantr to
do so. May I remind the Honourable Members that according to rule 29 the,
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Chairman may permit any Honourable Member who cannot adequately express
himself in any of those languages (that is Urdu or English) to address the
Assembly in his mother tongue? ' So in the rule, as it stands, th.cre is no.thing ~o
stop a Benzal ee Member who cannot adequately expi ess himself either In
Urdu or English [rom expressing himselfin Bengalee with the pcrm iss ion of the
Chairman. 'Therefore, Sir, the mguments given so far, have no relevancy
whatsoever so far as the pres ent rule is concerned.

As regards the question of giving importance to the language of one part i-
cular pro~ince, may J ask the Mover 'of this amendment that if other Members
had moved. amendments saying that "Punjabi ", " Pushtu " and" Sindhi "
should he added to this rule, what would have been his reaction to such a
proposal?

Mr. Bhupendra Kumar Datta: It should be the language of the majority
for the common people of the State.

The Honourable Mr. Ghazanfar Ali Khan: Honourable Members are harp-
in,g on one thing that the will of the majority must prevail. Let me assure
my Honourable fr'ends that the fundamental principle of the Pakistan
Government is to take into consideration the rights of the minorities. I am
surprised. that when it suits the members of the minority community they
should stress the argument that if any particular province happens
to he in a majority, the will of that province must prevail. It is not only the
question of votes, but it is a question of merit as well. Let me assure my
Honourable friend that he is sadly mistaken when he says that there is a Bengal
State. There is no such state as a Bengal State: There is only one State and
that is th ••State of Pakistan and all thes.: provinces are different provinces of
t lie State of Pakistan. There is only one State and there shall be one language,
the SLate language and that is Urdu. We have put En'!,'lish language th ere
because it is a necessary evil and we must carryon with it for a few years more
hut we will get rid of it as quickly as possible. I am sure the time is not far
oITwhen every member of the Pakistan State will be well conversant with the
State language which is Urdu. It is not a question of whether
Urdu is a Punjabi Ian zuage or it is a Western Pakistan language. Urdu is not a
language or dialect of Punjab, it is not a dialect of Sind, nor is iI a dialect of the

,North-West Frontier Province, but it is the language of the Muslim culture and
the Muslim civilisation is, therefore, our national language

Let me assure my Honourable friend that so far as the questions of money •
orders, etc. are concerned, these are small little things, Money order forms or
the telegram forms are matters of minor details and I have not the slightest
doubt that if these matters are brought to the notice of the House at a proper
time and in a proper way, every attempt will be made to meet the desre of
those people.

The Honourable Sardar Abdul' Rab Khat! Nishtar: Orders have already
been issued to that effect.

The Honourable Mr. Ghazanfar Ali Khan: I am glad to know that orders
have been issued, because the object is not to put to inconvenience any
people of any province. I am sure the Bengal Government realise their responsi-
b ility and they will take immediate steps to popularise Urdu in the schools so
that aft et; a period of,1O or 15 years there may not be a single Bengali who will
not be well conversant with the national language of the Stare. 1\'0 nation or
Stat e .can exist" unless they have a common language. That is a thing which
nobody can challenge. I ask my Honourable friend what t does he expect?
:;ihould there be no State language? He was talking of the sister Dominion.
Now what did the Bengalis do ? Did any body give an amendment that Bengalee
shoal d be given the same status as Hindi?
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[The Honourable Mr. Ghazanfar Ali Khan)
Then there is Marahati, Tamil. Did anybody give notice of an amendment

that Tamil should be given the same status as Hindi or Hindusthani or
English? Did anybody here objected the word" English" being there and
does he mean to say that every ~ingle province in the other Dominion would
have rightful claim to have the dialect of that province included as a language of
the S~ate. Therefore, Sir, all these questions are irrelevant. I: am very glad
to notrce that the representatives of the majority of East Bengal do realise

'and do feel that it will be really hitting the very existence of Pakistan if the)'
st~rt t hese controversies or try to have their own point of view forced upon
this House which represents all provinces and all sections of the populations
of Pakistan. I do hope, the Honourable member will kindly withdraw his amend-
ment because as long as it is not withdrawn, the impression which has been
c~'eated by his moving this amendment will go abroad that the object and
aim. of this amendment was to create confusion in the minds of the various
provinces With these words I oppose the amendment.

The Honourable Khwaja Nazimuddin (East Bengal: Muslim): Sir, I feel it
my duty to let the House know what the opinion of the overwhelming majorit y
of the people of Eastern Pakistan over this question of Bengalee language is. I
think, there will be no contradiction if I say that as far as inter-communication
between the Provinces and the Centre is concerned, they feel that Urdu is the
only language that can be adopted. But there is a very strong feeling that the
medium of instruction should be Bengalee in Educational Institutions and as
far as the administration of the province is .concerned, the language used in
administering the province should also be Bengalee. I am glad to find that
the Hon'ble the Leader of the House has made it clear that there is no question
of ousting Bengalee from the province and I am sure that the overwhelming
majority of the people are in favour of having Urdu' as the State Language for
the Pakistan State as a whole.

There is another point which I would like to correct. The previous
speakers who have supported this amendment have made out that Hindi is the
language of the majority of the people in the other De minion. That, I think, is
not correct. As far as Madras, Bombay, C. P., Orissa, are concerned, in these
provinces, Hindi is not their mother tongue. I think, I can state that ev en ill
U. P., the majority of the people in that Province speak Urdu and those who
advocated Hindi, find it very difficult to make a fluent speech in Hindi in the
Assembly or in public meetings. So, Hindi is not the mother tongue of all the

, provinces in the Indian Dominion and yet Hindi has been accepted as the State
language there. Therefore, on that analogy, Sir, there is no ground for support-
ing the theory that Bangalee should be the State language of .Pakistan, but I do
~eel very strongly over the question of language as far as the Province of Bengal
IS concerned.

I would raise the question in proper time and like to press the case that so
far as general administration and government business in the provincial' sphere
is concerned, the language to be used should be Bengalee within Bengal.

Mr. Sr is Chandra Chattopadhyaya (East Bengal: General): Mr. President,
Sir, it pains me to hear the Hon'ble the Leader of the House when
he says that Pakistan is a Muslim .-:tate. So long my idea was that Pakistan is
the peoples' State and it belongs to the Muslims as well as to the non Muslims,
If today the statement of the Honourable the Leader of IJ;1e House is ~'accept-
ed then it is a matter of serious consideration for the non-Mu-Iims whether
they have any right to take any part in the framing of the const it urion as well:
That is really very ~impQItant question because in that case, Muslims only, and
it is also desirable, should frame their own constitution. I have already
told you and told this House that so long in my speeches I asserted to the
people of my part of the country that the Pakistan is not merely a Muslim
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State, but it is a State of the l\1uslims as well as that of non-Muslims, i.e., it
is peoples' State. That is a matter, I desire the Honourable the Leader of the
House to clarify so that in future we may decide our line of action and know
our position also in the State.

Here the amendment says-s-it never said about the State language-c-how the
proceedings of the House are to be conducted. Thei e is mention of Urdu as well
as English. He only wants to add Bengalee. If the House accepts, well and
good but so far as li'1,qU'tFa'1ca is concerned, it is not a point at issue today but
even if it is made Urdu, I have no objection to accept it but nobody knows Urdu.
VYeleai ned English and now we shall learn Urdu, if necessary. I myself tried
to learn Urdu with my Honourable friend, Mr. Tamizuddin Ahmad, when we
were in' Jail, but out of jail I 'have forgotten it. (Lnu,h'er.) So the conducting
of ptOcee~ii1gs of this H~use is quite a different ~hing froITotthe selection of lingna
franca. His amendment IS as to now the proceedings of this House are to be con-
ducted ? In Ur du, in English or in Bengalee? That is the only point raised by
this amendment, and I am sure that by moving this amendment, he has done
nothing to incur the displeasure of the Honoui ablc the Leader of the House.
Wit h these words, I support the amendment.

Alhaj Muhammed Hashim Gazder (Sind: Muslim) : Sir, I rise to oppose
this amendment. I do not want to repeat the arguments given, but I want
to draw the attention of this honourable House and through this honourable
House of the people of Pakistan in general, that though this amendment looks
very innocent on the face of it. through it runs the danger of breaking Pakistan.
This amendment as it looks, is quite innocent, but I think I will be able to
explain to the Honourable the mover of this amendment, that it is not a new
point and that Bengalee speaking gentlemen in this honourable House, who do
not know how to express themselves in English or Urdu are already permitted
under the rule to express themselves in Bengalee. The Honourable the mover
has brought the cat out of the bag, when he ;,aid that the State language
of the Pakistan Dominion should be Bengalee, because theirs is the majority.
Sir, it is a dangerous move and we shou.d recognise that as such.

I would like to ask the move" of this amendment why has our sister domi-
nion, India, adopted Hindi? There is only one reason, Sir, that they want to
have a national language to unite all Tndians. Sir, if you look at the map of
India, you will find so many Ianzuages spo 'cen all over and that people of one
province. do not understand even a single word of languare of another p"o-
vince. Look at Bengali, Oriyya languages and then come to \Iadras ; you have
got there Tamil, Talegu and Malayalam ; come to Bombay, we have Canarese ,
Maharat i and.Gujerati; Sir you will find all over different languages are spoken.
Even in U. P., Sir, 'you will find, the present language which they have adopted
is not understood by those who are known to speck Urdu or Hindi.

The idea behind was to unite the nation without any regard whether
people understand it" or not; also whether a cultivator can send a telegram or
write a money order form in that language or not. But Pakistan is one
dominion and we are separated from East Beng al by 1,400 miles. So, if we do
not have a strong tie of common language, naturally our contacts will be very
weak. .Sir, we do not want that our Pakistan should be broken up by this
method of accepting an innocent looking amendment. I, therefore, appeal to
this House to throw out this amendment. So far as my friends from Bengal
are concerned, Khwaja Nazimuddin has explained the position of Bengali that
it is assured in that P~ovince and Mr. Ghazanfar Ali Khan has also explained
that the rules do ~rovide that OUt'Bengali friends can speak in Bengali in thi s
Hoase 1:, therefore, appeal to this House to throw out this amendment.

*Mr. 'I'amizud-Iln Khan: Sir, I have very little to add to what has
aiready beep said against the amendment moved by my Honourable friend,

*Speech not corrected by the Honourable Member.
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[Mr. Tamizuddin Khan]
Mr. Datta. One thing that has been said by the Honourable the acting Leader
of the Congress Party here seems to me to be of some importance. He said that
the Honourable the Leader of the House in the course of his speech stated that
this is a Muslim State and his apprehension is that if that is so, where the minori-
ties are. So far £.s that question is concerned, you, Sir, made it clear on the
very first day and it has been made clear from a thousand platforms that .all
minorities in Pakistan will enjoy equal rights with the majority. They will have
the same rights as the majority have. That position, I think, remains unaltered.
The Honourable the Leader of the House has called it a Muslim State. There
are people who call India a Hindu State. We call Turkey a Muslim country and
also Egypt a Muslim country. But does that mean that there arc no non-
Muslims in those countries? So far as America is concerned, rill rcccnt ly, all
Indians, irrespective of the fact whether they were Hindus or Musl ims or
Parsecs or Christians, were called Hindus. The substance of the thing does not
depend upon the name. It is absolutely clear, as clear as anything can be, that
every citizen of Pakistan, who is lov.i l to Pakistan, has t hc same rights and
privileges. '

So far as the other question is concerned, I do not want to add anything to
what has already been said.

Sir, I cannot accept the amendment.
Mr. President: The question is :
"That in ,.ub-rulc (1) of' rule :!9, alt e r the wor.I 'English' in line z , tbe word' Beng alee,

be iIl,erled,"

The motion was negatived.
Mr. President: The Honourable Member can novv ruovc - his second

amendment.
Mr Dhir endra Nath Datta: Sir, in vi __w' or the decision or the Honse with

respect to my first amendment, Illy second amcndrucn r fails through and .jt
cannot be moved.

1\'11. President: You do not want to move it.
Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta: No, Sir, I do not mov e it it falls dllo;tgh.
Mr. President: The question now is

"ThaI rule 2~ st aud part of the Rules."
The motion was adopted.
Rule 29 was then added 10 the Rules of Procedure.
Mr. President: Thei e is onc more amendment which has been sent in the

name of Khwaja Shahabuddin and it is a very loug one. After my arrival here
this morning, I have got some more amendments to these amendments in the
name of Mr. Datta. Now, I think Honourable Members probably could not
have properly applied their mind either to the amendments of Khwaja
Shahabuddin or to the amendrnems of those amendments by ML Datta. I got
the amendments of Khwaja Shahabud din only last night and the Honourable
Members must have got them very late. I (10 not want to rush the House and
therefore what I propose te do is this-that the Constituent Assembly should
meet again on the 2nd of March at.) o'clock. In the meantime, Honourable
Members will have time to examine these amendments; Further, I do not
know whether YOU are aware. with the leave of the C;over~or-General
under the present' constitutional powers, a Bill has been ftllm\"cd to be-published
and that Bill is intended to alter the date of the powers of the GO\"ernor-General
which were to b~ terminated bv the end of :-'Iarch HH8: that , Bill aims -at
extending those powers for one year more. Now, my consent \\'<1S given merely
as a formality in order that it wi ll dispense with the motion to introduce the
Hill: nothing mo-e. Now that these rules are in front of' YOll, it lays downrhe
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procedure for amending the present constitutional rules, including the Independ-
ence Act. It was for the Constituent Assembly, as you .uc perhaps aware, to
frame its own rules. The Constituent Assembly was formed by an Ordcr of
which perhaps you are aware and there it was sugg estr d that the Constituent
Assembly will frame its own rules. You have accordingly proceeded to frame
your own rules, but you have not yet finished framing those rules. This remain-
ing portion will be taken up at 5 o'clock on 1 he ~nd ~Iarch. If ihc Honourable
Member ~.yants to move that Bill which has alrc.i dy been published, t h cn he
should sec that it is put on the agenda and a COPy •If it is also circulated to all
the Members. .

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: It h.is alr("ady been « ircula t ed
to <111the.Members.

Mr'. President: Therefore, I now pr0PO,(: thai i h,Ll ,it'JlllcllJe done. III i h«
meantime, I adjourn the House till ;) o'clock 1)11 2nd 2\L1n:h, 19~".

The Assembly then adjourned till Fivc of t hc C]wk ();l Tu esduv, the 2nd
1\1arc11, ] !)4S.




