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(51st Session)

NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY  SECRETARIAT

————

“QUESTIONS FOR ORAL  ANSWERS  AND THEIR REPLIES”

to be asked at a sitting of the National Assembly to be held on

Wednesday, the 17th January, 2018

15. *Ms. Shaista Pervaiz:
 (Deferred during 48th Session)

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be
pleased to state the steps being taken by the Government to protect
local manufacturing sector of the country?

Minister of State for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs
(Rana Muhammad Afzal Khan): The Government has taken many measures
not only to protect the local industry but also to incentivize it by extending concessions
/ exemptions. Some of these steps are as below:—

Customs

(i) Tariff cascading is done in such a manner that statutory rate of customs
duty is highest on import of locally manufactured products.

(ii) Regulatory duty has also been levied on import of many items which
are locally manufactured.

(iii) The concessionary notifications/schemes for import include condition
that such items are not locally manufactured. The list of locally
manufactured items is notified through a Customs General Order
issued by the Federal Board of Revenue.

(iv) There are various concessions available local manufacturers belonging
to different sectors such as Pharmaceutical Manufacturers;, Textile
industry, solar sector, Aviation, mining industry, agro-based industries
etc.



2

(v) Many concessions / exemptions are also extended to local industry
involved in exports such as Duty Drawback Scheme, Duty & Tax
Remission for Export (DTRE) Scheme, Manufacturing Bond, Export
Processing Zones, Temporary Importation Scheme, Small & Medium
Enterprises and Export Oriented Units (EOU) etc.

(vi) Refunds / input adjustment and Duty Drawback schemes are also
available for manufacturers.

Sales Tax & Federal Excise

(i) Exemption from sales tax to medical equipment, machinery and items
for mine construction, for Thar Coal Field, for power generation
projects, power transmission projects, for marble, granite and gems
stones extraction and  processing industries, to items for promotion
of renewable sources of energy is available under Table-3 of the
Sixth Schedule to the Sales Tax Act, 1990. However, to safeguard
the interests of local manufacturing sectors, the said exemption is
subject to the conditions that imported machinery/goods are not
manufactured locally.

(ii) Exemption from sales tax has been provided under Table-1 of the
Sixth Schedule to the Sales Tax Act, 1990 and Third Schedule to
the Federal Excise Act, 2005 to materials and equipment for
construction and operation of Gwadar Port and Gwadar Free Zone.
To incentivize local manufacturing sector this exemption is equally
available to materials and equipment produced and supplied for these
projects by local manufacturing sector.

(iii) It may be noted that wherever exemption from sales tax and federal
excise duty is proposed to be provided, the provision of exemption
is almost invariably made subject to the condition that imported items/
goods are not manufactured locally. It is further added that interest
of local manufacturing sector, textile and leather in particular had
been safeguarded by subjecting ready to use finished articles of textile
and leather to sales tax @ 17% whereas similar articles of local
manufacturing sector were subject to reduced sales tax rate of 5%
later enhanced to 6% vide Finance Act, 2017. However, on
objections of European Union and to ensure favourable decision on
GSP+ status of Pakistan identical rate of sales tax has been fixed on
ready to use finished articles of textile and leather.
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27. *Mrs. Shahida Rehmani:
(Deferred during 48th Session)

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be
pleased to state the legal modes of global digital payments and
standards operating in the country for speedy international trade at
present?

Minister of State for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs
(Rana Muhammad Afzal Khan): Legal modes of global digital payments in
foreign exchange to be made from Pakistan for international trade are through
SWIFT (Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunications).

Payment cards associated with global payment schemes such as VISA,
Master Card and CUP (China Union Pay) are also used for making global digital
payments by retail customers. Merchants in Pakistan can also receive global digital
payments through acquiring banks associated with global payment schemes.

13. *Shaikh Rohale Asghar:
(Deferred during 50th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state the total number of
new Hospitals/Basic Health Units established in Islamabad since
June, 2013?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): No new Hospital / Basic
Health Unit has so far been established in the rural areas of ICT since June 2013.

33. *Shazia Marri:
(Deferred during 50th Session)

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be
pleased to state:

(a) the share of the rural economy in the Gross Domestic Product
of Pakistan at present; and

(b) the steps taken by the Government during the last four years to
bring rural economy at par with the urban economy of the
country? 

Reply not received.
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56. *Sheikh Salahuddin:
 (Deferred during 50th Session)

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be
pleased to state:

(a) the steps being taken by the Government to bring back assets
of the country which are illegally deposited in Swiss Banks; and

(b) the achievements gained in this regard during  the last four years?

Minister of State for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs
(Rana Muhammad Afzal Khan): (a) Various measures undertaken by FBR/
FederalGovernment to obtain information about the Pakistanis wealth/assets lying
in secret deposits and investments in Swiss Banks for the purposes of taxation are
as under:

i. Revision of the Avoidance of Double Taxation Agreement with
Switzerland:

Soon after taking over, the Federal Government started efforts
for getting information regarding money stashed in the banks of foreign
jurisdictions including Switzerland. The Government was aware of, and
has worked seriously, to get benefit of the new Swiss Policy which allows
Swiss Government to exchange heretofore confidential information about
ill-gotten monies stashed up in the clandestine Swiss banking industry for
tax purposes. The operational design through which advantage of the
changes in Swiss laws could be taken is by way of exchange of information.
Exchange of tax information is the new mechanism for the said purpose.

This exchange of information for tax purposes was possible
through renegotiation of the Avoidance of Double Taxation Agreement
(ADTA) with Switzerland and updating its Article on exchange of
information with the latest Article 26 of the OECD Model Tax
Convention, which has also been adopted in the UN Model Tax
Convention. Pakistan and Switzerland had signed Convention on
Avoidance of Double Taxation in 2005 which was enforced in 2008.
However, this Agreement contained the old version of Article on Exchange
of Information which was deficient in many ways.
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Briefly, the new Article 26 of the OECD Model Tax Convention
extends the scope of exchange of information beyond the information
available with tax administration in the normal course of business. It provides
that the Contracting States shall exchange information and no state shall
decline to provide information merely for the reason that such information
is of no interest to it, or because the information is held by a bank or other
financial institution. According to the new Article, the Contracting States
shall exchange such information on request as is foreseeably relevant for
carrying out provisions of the Avoidance of Double Taxation Agreement
or required for the administration or enforcement of domestic tax laws of
the requesting state.

The steps taken by the Government to update the Article on
exchange of information may be summarized as under;

 In August 2013, the Government decided to review the existing
Avoidance of  Double Taxation Agreement, particularly its Article on
the Exchange of Information, and a Summary to this effect was
submitted to the Cabinet.

 In September 2013, the Cabinet granted approval to re-negotiate
the Avoidance of Double Taxation Agreement with Switzerland.
Accordingly, the matter was taken up with Switzerland through
diplomatic channels for date and venue of negotiations.

 In August 2014, negotiations were held for revision of the exiting
treaty. However, Switzerland was seeking a number of concessions
in exchange of the Article on Exchange of Information which went
against the national tax policy.

 In December 2014, Pakistan took up the matter with Switzerland
for the second round of negotiations in order to settle the issues with
mutual consent.

 Thereafter, Pakistan consistently approached Switzerland for the
second round of negotiations.

 In April 2016, the Swiss authorities finally communicated their
consent for the second round of negotiations.
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 In June, 2016, the second round of negotiations was held and the
Agreement was finalized with Switzerland which included the Article
on exchange of information without giving away anything by Pakistan.

 In March, 2017, the initialed Agreement was signed in Pakistan
with the Ambassador of Switzerland.

 In May 2017, the Cabinet ratified the revised Agreement and the
internal procedure was completed in Pakistan.

 The Agreement will come into force as soon as internal procedures
are completed by Switzerland.

ii. Multilateral Convention on Mutual  Administrative Assistance in
Tax Matters:

The Multilateral Convention on Mutual Administrative Assistance
in Tax Matters is another OECD initiative, the hallmark of which is
combating tax avoidance and tax evasion through Exchange of Information
amongst signatories of the Convention. The Convention covers all three
strands of  Exchange of Information amongst its signatories i.e. (a) Exchange
of Information on Request, (b) Spontaneous Exchange of Information,
and (c) Automatic Exchange of Information.

Given that Exchange of Information on request has limited scope
and potential, the world is moving fast towards spontaneous and automatic
exchange of information. The spontaneous exchange caters for the transfer
of information to the concerned jurisdiction as and when it comes into the
knowledge of the jurisdiction holding such information. The automatic
exchange is however, the transfer of data on automatic basis each year
amongst the jurisdictions on the financial accounts of the corresponding
tax residents of such jurisdictions.

Subsequent to approval of the Federal Cabinet in January 2014,
a request was sent to the OECD Secretariat for becoming signatory and
party to the Multilateral Convention. The Coordinating Body of the
Convention evaluated the structure of Pakistan’s laws and practices on
confidentiality of information exchanged under international frameworks
and on data security. The Coordinating Body also suggested certain
amendments in tax laws which were incorporated through the Finance
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Acts 2015 and 2016. After consistent efforts of the Federal Government
spread over a period of two years, Pakistan was invited to sign the
Multilateral Convention. The Convention was signed by the Finance
Minister in the OECD Secretariat on 14th September, 2016 and
subsequently ratified by the Federal Cabinet. The Instrument of Ratification
has been deposited in the OECD on 14th December, 2016 and is in force
with respect to Pakistan w.e.f., April 1, 2017 which will be covering the
tax periods commencing from 1st January, 2018 onwards. Switzerland
has also signed and ratified the Multilateral Convention which has come in
to force for Switzerland with effect from 01-01-2017. Under this
Convention, Pakistan and Switzerland are bound to exchange information
both on request and spontaneously.

iii. Multilateral Competent Authority  Agreement on Automatic
Exchange of Financial Account Information:

As envisaged under Article 6 of the Multilateral Convention, the
OECD has devised a Multilateral Competent Authority Agreement
(MCAA) which specifies the details of what information will be exchanged
and when. This is a multilateral framework agreement, with the consequent
bilateral exchanges coming into effect between those signatories that file
the subsequent mandatory notifications. The MCAA provides that subject
to the applicable rules, partner jurisdictions will annually exchange the
financial account information on automatic basis with each other.

There are 102 countries and jurisdictions which have committed
to 2017 or 2018 for the automatic exchanges of information, of which 96
countries have already signed the MCAA. Pakistan has signed the MCAA
on June 7, 2017 and has committed to exchange information from
September 2018 onwards. This will facilitate Pakistan to automatically
receive information on financial accounts of its residents in due course of
time from the other contracting states and jurisdictions which shall include
Pakistan in the list of intended partners, including the Switzerland.

(b) As discussed earlier in detail, FBR has been able to put all the
necessary tools in place in the last four years for obtaining information about the
Pakistanis’ assets in other jurisdictions for tax purposes, including from Switzerland.
These measures will now enable FBR to obtain information about Pakistanis’
money deposited in Swiss Banks and around the world for the purposes of taxation.
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165. *Ms. Naseema Hafeez Panezai:
 (Deferred during 50th Session)

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be
pleased to state whether the present Government has launched a new
survey from door to door for the issuance of new cards under the
Benazir Income Support Programme alongwith  the names of cities
whose survey has been completed?

Minister of State for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs
(Rana Muhammad Afzal Khan): Yes.

BISP is conducting a nation-wide survey,  currently in pilot phase in order
to update the National Socio Economic Registry (NSER) which was earlier created
through a survey in  2010-11. Once the nation-wide survey is completed, new
cards will be issued to the eligible beneficiaries.

The updation of NSER was planned in two phases:

(i) Pilot Phase and
(ii) National Rollout

As pilot phase., the survey was launched in a total of thirteen (13) selected
districts of the country, as tabled below, which has been completed;
——————————————————————————————

Sr. No. Province District
——————————————————————————————

1 Layyah
2  Punjab Faisalabad
3 Chakwal
4 Bahawalpur

——————————————————————————————
5 jacobabad
6 Sindh Thatta & Sajawal
7 Sukkur

——————————————————————————————
8 Killa Saifullah
9 Baluchistan Kech
10 Naseerabad

——————————————————————————————



9

——————————————————————————————
Sr. No. Province District

——————————————————————————————
11 KPK Lakki Marwat
12 Charsadda

——————————————————————————————
13 FATA Mohmand  Agency

——————————————————————————————
The survey of the remaining districts of the country is at an advanced stage

of preparation and will be formally launched in February 2018, tentatively.

171. *Dr. Shazia Sobia:
 (Deferred during 50th Session)

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be
pleased to state the reasons behind the high prices of consumer goods
of daily use despite of steep fall in inflation as claimed by the
Government?

Transferred to Statistics Division for anwer on Next Rota Day.

174. *Dr. Shazia Sobia:
 (Deferred during 50th Session)

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be
pleased to state:

(a) the top 5 industries which contribute the most to the GDP of
Pakistan; and

(b) the steps taken by the Government during the last four years to
enhance their contribution?

Transferred to Taxtile Division for anwer on Next Rota Day.

179. *Mr. Junaid Akbar:
 (Deferred during 50th Session)

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be
pleased to state:
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(a) the foreign exchange reserves of the country at the end of the
previous Government and at present;

(b) whether it is a fact that the foreign exchange reserves of the
country are being decreased; if so, the reasons thereof; and

(c) the steps taken by the Government to increase the foreign
exchange reserves in future?

Minister of State for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs
(Rana Muhammad Afzal Khan): (a) The foreign exchange reserves of the country
at the end of the previous Government were $11.47 billion and at present are
$20.70 billion.

Country’s total liquid foreign exchange reserves witnessed a reduction of
$3.3 billion from the peak level of $24 billion at end October 2016 to $20.7
billion by 8th December, 2017. SBP’s reserves are currently about $14.7 billion
which are sufficient to cover about 3 months of imports. The decline in the country’s
FX reserves is primarily attributed to widening current account deficit.

2. Current account deficit widened to US$12.4 billion during FY17 as
compared to US$4.9 billion in FY16. The main contributor to current account
deficit is trade deficit which needs to be understood in its true context. It is mainly
due to increase in imports of machinery, industrial raw material and petroleum
products. This sharp increase is due to increased investments under CPEC in
energy and infrastructure sectors. These are healthy imports and will enhance
productive capacity of the economy for higher outputs and exports in future.

3. As imports increased, exports faced a stagnant trend due to the
subdued demand, depressed commodity prices globally coupled with the energy
shortages and law & order situation in the country adversely affected the exports.
There was also stagnancy in remittances due to , tight budgetary conditions in
GCC countries as a result of low oil prices, strict regulatory requirements in USA
and depreciation of pound sterling against US dollar.

4. The negative trend in exports has bottomed out and exports have
increased by 11.2% and workers’ remittances by 2.3% during July-October, 2017
as against corresponding period of last year. FDI during July-October, 2017-18
stood at $940 million as compared to $538 million in the corresponding period of
last year showing an impressive growth of 74%. With these positive trends
strengthening, in coming months the current account deficit may substantially improve
and the foreign exchange reserves of the country will continue to be at a healthy
level in FY18.
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(c) The Government initiated a home grown structural reforms program
broadly covering energy, PSEs, fiscal reforms, social protection, and improvement
in business climate. These reforms have significantly improved macroeconomic
indicators including buildup of foreign exchange reserves which were supplemented
by inflows of loans and grants from multilateral and bilateral development partners,
overwhelming response of investors in Euro and Sukuk Bonds’ issuance, inflow of
CSF money, measures taken under Pakistan Remittance Initiative (PRI) and SBP’s
efforts to build up foreign exchange reserves. These steps helped in maintaining
the upward trajectory of foreign exchange reserves.

60. *Ms. Musarat Rafique Mahesar:
 (Deferred during 50th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state the year-wise total
number of visas issued to the foreign nationals during the last five
years alongwith the names of countries thereof?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): Total 92,204 visas were issued
to  the foreign nations during the last five years. Details of which is As under:—
——————————————————————————————

Year Visas-issued Remarks
——————————————————————————————

2013 29,622 Name of countries are given at
Annex-“A”

2014 10267 Name of countries are given at
Annex-“B”

2015 22,932 Name of countries are given at
Annex-“C”

2016 13,456 Name of countries are given at
Annex-“D”

2017 15,927 Name countries are given at
Annex-“E”

——————————————————————————————
Total 92,204

——————————————————————————————

(Annexures have been placed in the National Assembly Library)
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61. *Mr. Sher Akbar Khan:

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state the steps taken by
the Ministry to save/secure the data of Computerized National Identity
Cards and Passports since June, 2013?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): The Department of
Immigration and Passports is using Oracle Database Management System centrally
for passport data collection since inception of Machine Readable Passport System
in Pakistan. This database system is connected over secured, dedicated and reliable
networks of PTCL and VPN using various security firewalls monitored by the
security experts in state of the art Data Center of IMPASS 24/7.

The steps taken by National Data’ Warehouse (NDW) to save/secure the
data of CNIC are under:

Physical/Site Security

a. National Data Warehouse hosts tire-3 Data-center in a restricted
area with access secured by armed guards.

b. Access to the facility is subjected to formal search through metal
detectors.

c. All data storage devices like USB, CD, DVD, etc. are strictly
prohibited.

d. The boundaries of the facility have been hardened with iron sheets
and glass tapes.

e. Access to the main data center is secured though two-factor
authentication including biometric verification of the individual. The
facility is monitored 24/7 under CCTV cameras.

f. The facility has been equipped with the smoke detectors and
automatic fire extinguisher system.

System /Data Security

a. National Data warehouse has procured new database Oracle Exadata
Engineered Systems alongwith latest security enhancement tools like
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database firewall, database key vault, database level encryption and
encryption on network transit.

b. National Data warehouse has been  managing a near real-time
synchronized Disaster Recovery (DR) site, alongwith Islamabad site
for the sake of business continuity.

c. The data center has been designed in such a way that remote access
to IT Infrastructure is not possible. All operations/monitoring are run
by technical staff on-site at all times.

d. Critical IT equipment is required to pass the “Scanning Activity”
prior to be commissioned in the main data-center. This extensive
scanning includes scanning of hardware and software components.

e. Best practices like “separation of duties” and “on-demand restrictive
access” have been followed to mitigate the risk of intentional data
loss/theft.

f. All human resources employed in the  National Data Warehouse are
required to pass formal security clearance.

Network Security

a. The data center of National Data Warehouse is not connected to the
internet, hence is not vulnerable to any type of cyber-attack or data
theft activity.

b. All web-based applications (like Verisys, Election Commission of
Pakistan Portal etc) hosted in National Data Warehouse are deployed
using HTTPS protocol to avoid any data interception curing network
access.

c. Data replication between Primary and DR site is secured through
encryption.

d. Multi-layered security controls including firewalls are in place for
filtering out any illegitimate traffic before reaching the information
systems of National Data Warehouse.
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e. There is comprehensive and well versed backup/ restore policy of
data in place for keeping and refreshing backups on three (03)
different physical locations.

f. The IT infrastructure is secured through centrally managed active
anti-virus server.

g. All critical security patches for operating systems are managed
centrally.

62. *Mr. Muhammad Muzammil Qureshi:

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the State Bank of Pakistan being regulator has taken
notice of continuously reports of pilfering data of credit/debit
cards holders of various banks through illegal means and
installing gadgets in ATMs;

(b) if so, the bank-wise such cases/incidents reported to banks
including the State Bank of Pakistan during the last four years;

(c) the actions taken upon said cases/incidents during the said
period; and

(d) the steps being taken to introduce more security features in said
cards for safety purposes?

Minister of State for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs
(Rana Muhammad Afzal Khan): (a) Yes, State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has
been taking notice of the recent instances of skimming and has issued instructions
to banks to ensure safety and security of payment infrastructure in the country.

SBP holds regular meetings with market participants to highlight the issue
of security of payment cards and takes actions whenever necessary.

(b) During the past 4 years, the number of cases reported by banks to
SBP are as follows:
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——————————————————————————————
Description 2014 2015 2016 2017
——————————————————————————————
No. of 18 17 17 23
Banks

No. of 3,783 5,618 9,656 13,827
Instances
Reported

Amount 89,236,504 76,155,119 101,983,351 203,182,269
(Rupees)
——————————————————————————————

(c) (1) The SBP immediately followed up with banks to compensate
customers for their losses.

2. SBP has held a number of meetings with market participants to
understand the various threats facing the industry and highlight the importance of
security of payment infrastructure including debit/credit cards.

3. Banks report such cases to Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) for
criminal investigation.

4. SBP issued a press release on December 05, 2017 (Copy annexed),
assuring customers of the safety of payment systems in the country.

(d) SBP in 2016, issued regulations on Payment Card Security vide
Circular No. 05/ 2016, in terms of which it is mandatory for banks to issue Euro
Master Visa (EMV) compliant (Chip Based Cards) by June, 2010 that offer
protection against skimming and data theft. It may be mentioned that EMV
Compliant (Chip based cards) are more difficult to compromise in comparison to
conventional Magnetic Stripe cards. However, implementing EMV standards
requires a great deal of time, effort, investment, technological skill set and upgradation
of payment infrastructure at banks and Payment Service Providers end. In this
regard, SBP is continuously not only monitoring but also providing necessary
guidance to the industry on the subject matter highlighting the importance of Payment
Cards security and ensuring the interest of the general public.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library)
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63. *Mr. Junaid Akbar:

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the concerned department/authority
has failed to lodge the report of fire incident occurred at weekly
bazar, Peshawar More, Islamabad till date;

(b) if the answer to part (a) above is in the affirmative, the reasons
thereof;

(c) if the answer to part (a) above is in the negative, the
person against whom it has been lodged alongwith the details
thereof;

(d) the action taken against the responsible thereof; and

(e) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the
Government to compensate the affectees thereof; if so, the details
thereof?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) It is submitted that as per
report of SHO  Police Station Industrial Area, Islamabad, on 23-08-2017, at
about 11:09 A.M a wireless message was received that Stall- No. 88-C and 89
caught fire in Peshawar More weekly CDA, Bazaar Sector H-9, Islamabad. On
receipt of information, the local police of P.S Industrial Area, Islamabad reached
at the spot and with the hop: of CDA fire Brigade as well as other allied units
succeeded to stop the fire. In the meanwhile, in Block-C out of 553 stall 532 were
burnt. Whereas, in Block-H, 103 stalls out of 201 were burnt. The fire incident.
took place on dated 23rd. of August, 2017(Wednesday) at 11:00 am. On receipt
of the message / information a Magistrate Mr. Malik Farrukh Nadeem, reached at
the scene of incident, Deputy Commissioner and Additional Deputy Commissioner
(G), Islamabad were also present at the spot and supervised the operation by the
fire Brigades and other allied units  to control on fire.

(b) As explained above. The matter directly relates, to CDA, Islamabad.
Hence, report may be sought from the quarter concerned.

(c) Initial enquiry was conducted by the office of Deputy Commissioner,
Islamabad, which showed that the fire started due to electric short circuit in the
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solar system in between the stall No. 88,89 & 90 and the fire extended due to
garments stalls; generators, petrol, batteries resulted in the increased intensity of
fire.

(d) Samples were collected from the place of incident by the police and
forensic team and sent to laboratory to determine the cause.

(e) This pertains to MCl/CDA. Stalls have been repaired and
rehabilitation of the stakeholders and case regarding compensation is under
consideration with the CDA/MCI.

64. *Mr. Waseem Akhtar Shaikh:

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that  the Government pays 12 months basic
salaries in lieu of 365 days earned leaves as encashment of LPR
to its employees at the time of their retirement;

(b) whether it is also a fact that said Government employees  accrue
no benefit from the rest of the leaves earned during their entire
service period;

(c) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the
Government to give maximum benefits of the remaining leaves
period by making payments of salaries to such employees in lieu
of it; if not, the reasons thereof; and

(d) whether there is also any proposal under consideration of the
Government to increase the payment of salaries up to 24
months at the time of retirement of a Government employee as
an initial step; if so,  the details thereof?

 
Minister of State for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs

(Rana Muhammad Afzal Khan): (a) Yes. Under Rule-18-A of Revised Leave
Rules, 1980, a civil Servant is allowed to encash his leave preparatory to retirement
(LPR) if he undertakes in writing that he will perform duty instead of availing leave
preparatory to retirement for whole period of three hundred and sixty five days or
lesser period which is due and admissible.
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(b) Yes. Leave is only a concession and no monetary benefit accrues for
not availing the leave because the period of leave counts for qualifying service and
grant of pension and other benefits.

(c) No, there is no such proposal under consideration for the reason as
stated against para (b).

(d) No, there is no such proposal under consideration.

65. *Ms. Tahira Aurangzeb:

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) the total number of contractual employees working in the
National Database and Registration Authority, Islamabad during
the last eight years; and

(b) the time by which services of said employees will be regularized?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) At present a total of 4278
contractual employees are working in NADRA who have been hired during the
last eight years.

(b) Regularization was one time activity in line with the policy of the then
Government and approved by NADRA Authority Board.

66. *Ms. Shakila Luqman:

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be
pleased to state:

(a) the names of Chairmen of the Securities and Exchange
Commission Pakistan since 01-01-2013; and

(b) the criteria adopted for their appointments?

Minister of State for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs
(Rana Muhammad Afzal Khan): (a) The tenure-wise names of the Chairmen
appointed in the Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) are as
under:
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- Mr. Muhammad Ali Ghulam Muhammad
24-12-2010 to12-04-2013

- Mr. Tahir Mehmood Commissioner as Acting Chairman
26-04-2013 to 18-12-2014

- Mr. M. Zafar ul Haq Hijazi
19-12- 2014 to 16-12-2017

- Mr. Zafar Abdullah Commissioner as Acting Chairman
since 24-07-2017

(b) In terms of section 6 of the SECP Act, 1997 the Federal Government
appoints one of the Commissioners to be the Chairman of the Commission.
Commissioners are appointed by the Federal Government in terms of Section 5
and 7 of the SECP Act, 1997. Commissioners are required to be persons known
for their integrity, expertise, experience and eminence in any relevant field, including
the securities market, law, accountancy, economics, finance, insurance and industry
(Annex-I). Moreover, appointments of Commissioners are made through a very
transparent and competitive process. Posts are advertised in the press and
thereafter suitable candidates are selected through extensive interviews etc.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library)

67. *Ms. Shagufta Jumani:

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be
pleased to state the details of per year increase in remittances sent by
the Overseas Pakistanis working abroad during the last five years
alongwith year and country-wise break-up thereof?

Minister of State for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs
(Rana Muhammad Afzal Khan): Home remittance figures increased by an annual
average of 8.2% during the last five years(2013-1017) as per details given below:
——————————————————————————————

Fiscal Year Total home Remittances % Growth
——————————————————————————————

2012-13 13,921.6 5.6
2013-14 15,838 13.8
2014-15 18,720 18.2
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——————————————————————————————
Fiscal Year Total home Remittances % Growth

——————————————————————————————
2015-16 19,915 6.4
2016-17 19,351 (-) 2.8

——————————————————————————————
Average growth rate 8.2

——————————————————————————————
A country-wise breakup of last five years and latest data are at Annex-A.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library)

68. *Ms. Shamas Un Nisa:

Will the Minister for Planning, Development and Reform be pleased
to state whether it is a fact that works on three major projects of the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor have been halted; if so, the
reasons thereof?

Minister for Planning, Development and Reform (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal):
Work on none of the CPEC projects under execution has been halted.

69. *Mr. Junaid Akbar:

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) whether water filtration plants have been installed in Sector I-
8/1, Islamabad; if so, the details including locations, schedule
for cleansing and maintenance thereof;

(b) if the answer to part (a) above is in negative, the reasons thereof
and the time by which water filtration plants will be installed in
the said Sector?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) No water filtration plant
has been installed in sub sector I-8/1, Islamabad.

(b) Due to no demand of residents and non-availability of continuous
water, filtration plant was not installed. However, the same may be installed with
the coordination of Chairman Union Council & allocation of funds by metropolitan
Corporation Islamabad.(MCI)
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70. *Sahibzada Tariq Ullah:

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that tax exemptions have been given to
foreigners including Chinese; if so, the details thereof; and

(b) whether the taxes imposed on imports/exports of Chinese
industrialists in Pakistan are same as for others?

Minister of State for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs
(Rana Muhammad Afzal Khan): (a) No specific exemptions from taxes under
administration of Federal Board of Revenue have been to foreigners including
Chinese,  However, the following exemptions from duties and taxes have been
granted to Chinese companies engaged in the execution of CPEC projects.

 Income Tax exemption to China Overseas Ports Holding Company
Limited, China Overseas Ports Holding Company Pakistan (Private)
Limited Gawadar International Terminal Limited, Gawadar Marine
Services Limited and Gawadar Free Zone Company Limited from
Gawadar Port operations for a period of twenty-three years, with
effect from the sixth day of February, 2007. Likewise exemption
from customs duty, sales tax and federal excise duty on import of
plant, machinery and equipment has been provided to these
companies.

 Exemption of interest income/profit on debt derived by (a) any foreign
lender (b) any local bank having more than 75 per cent shareholding
of the Government or the State Bank of Pakistan, under a Financing
Agreement with the China Overseas Ports Holding Company Limited,
for a period of twenty three years with effect from the first day of
July, 2016.

 Income tax exemption for income derived by China Overseas Ports
Holding Company Limited being dividend received from China
Overseas Ports Holding Company Pakistan (Private) Limited,
Gwadar International Terminal Limited Gwadar Marine Services
Limited and Gwadar Free Zone Company Limited for a period of
twenty-three years with effect from the first day of July, 2016.
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 Exemption from minimum tax on turnover, is available to China
Overseas Ports Holding Company Limited, China Overseas Ports
Holding Company Pakistan (Private) Limited, Gwadar International
Terminal Limited, Gwadar Marine Services Limited and Gwadar
Free Zone Company Limited for a period of twenty three years,
with effect from the sixth day of February, 2007.

 Exemption from withholding tax of dividend is available to China.
Overseas Ports Holding Company Limited, China Overseas Ports
Holding Company Pakistan (Private) Limited, Gwadar
International Terminal Limited, Gwadar Marine Services Limited
and Gwadar Free Zone Company Limited for a period of twenty-
three years.

 Exemption from customs duty, sales tax and withholding tax under
section 148 of the Income Tax Ordinance, 2001 has been provided
on import by M/s China State Construction Engineering Corporation
Ltd. (M/s CSCEC); and M/s China Communication Construction
Company (M/s CCCC) on plant, machinery and equipment including
dumpers and special purposes motor vehicles for construction of
Sukkur-Multan section of Karachi-Peshawar Motorway project and
Karakorum Highway (KKH) Phase-II (Thakot to Havellian Section)
of CPEC project respectively.

 Exemption from customs duty, sales tax and income tax on the import
of machinery, apparatus, materials etc. imported for Lahore Orange
Line Metro Project by China Railway Corporation has been
provided.

 It is further stated that certain exemptions from customs duty, sales
tax and income tax are available for power generation projects
through coal, wind, hydal energy etc. which are also not specific to
Chinese companies and can be availed by every person engaged in
the construction of such power generation projects.

(b) The taxes imposed on imports/exports by Chinese industrialists are
the same as for others with the exception as mentioned above.
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71. *Dr. Fouzia Hameed:

Will the Minister for Statistics be pleased to state the province-wise
total number of male/female graduates who are still wondering as
jobless in the country at present?

Minister for Statistics (Mr. Kamran Michael): 1. Province-wise total
number of male/female graduates who are still jobless in the country at present will
be available once the data collected in the field during the census held during
March — May, 2017 is processed and results are finalized. These types of
questions have been asked in ICR Form-2, whose scanning and data processing
has been started as a simultaneous activity. There are around 43.5 million ICR
Forms containing 32 questions pertaining to each household which need to be
looked into for assigning proper codes, recording of relevant information as well
as rightly recognition of codes by the ICR machines. The detailed final results will
be available by April, 2018.

2. However, Pakistan Bureau of Statistics also undertakes Labour Force
Survey (LFS) to quantify size and composition of labour force in accordance with
the education level, standards of classifications of industries and occupations. The
Province-wise unemployed population by number of graduates as per the Labour
Force Survey 2014-15 is provided in the following table:-

(Numbers)
——————————————————————————————

Graduates
                Provinces           ———————————————————

Total Male Female
——————————————————————————————

Pakistan 509004 201303 307701

KPK 83367 36548 46819

Punjab 310595 99874 210721

Sindh 97222 53673 43549

Balochistan 11044 7389 3655

Islamabad 6776 3819 2957

——————————————————————————————

Waleed—92 (2018) NA (S)      PC-15
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72. *Shaikh Rohale Asghar:

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state the total number of
persons to whom arms licences have been issued by the
Ministry during the last five years till date?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): Total number of persons to
whom arms licenses are issued by Ministry of Interior throughout Pakistan in the
last five years are as follows:—

a. Prohibited Bore (PB) 26,023

b. Non Prohibited Bore (NPB) 11,126

73. *Malik Muhammad Amir Dogar:

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) the prescribed procedure including fee to obtain passport on
normal and urgent basis separately at present alongwith the
validity thereof;

(b) the addresses of passport offices in the country at present;

(c) the total number of executive centres at present; and

(d) the head-wise fee being charged at an executive centre at present
alongwith the justification thereof?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) The procedure of issuance
of Machine Readable Passports has been made so simple and easy so that no
inconvenience is faced by the applicants in processing of passport applications
(normal or urgent). No manual form is required to be filled in by the applicants.
The applicant has to appear in person and the data, photograph and biometrics of
the applicant is captured by the office staff. The detail of passport fee being charged
is given at Annex-“A”.

Moreover, All NBP branches have been authorized to collect passport
fee in 15 major cities. Besides payment of passport fee through branchless banking
has also been started.
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(b) The detail of addresses of passport office in the country is given at
Annex-“B”.

(c) Presently, out of 10 Executive Passport Offices, 9 are operational
(Rawalpindi, Islamabad, Faisalabad, Sargodha, Gujranwala, Multan, Peshawar,
Karachi and Quetta) while 01 (Sialkot) is to be inaugurated.

(d) Head-wise fee breakup is as follows:—
——————————————————————————————

Description Amount
——————————————————————————————

Passport Fee The passport fee is being charged as
per category applied for. Fee structure
is given at Annex-“A”.

Passport Office Rs. 200/- (exclusive of  tax)
share

NADRA share Rs. 2300/- (exclusive of tax)
——————————————————————————————

(Annexures have been placed in the National Assembly Library).

74. *Ms. Sabiha Nazir:

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the applications for registration of 21
International NGOs have been rejected by the Ministry; if so,
the reasons thereof; and

(b) whether it is also a fact that said applications have been rejected
for all times?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) Ministry of Interior has
rejected the registration of 27x INGOs on account of non-responsiveness, non-
substantial projects and security reasons (Annex-I).

(b) As per clause 7.2 of INGO Policy, the rejected INGOs have right
to file a representation before Special Committee within 90 days.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library).
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75. *Ms. Asyia Naz Tanoli:

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) the date and prison/jail-wise total number of prisoners to
whom capital punishment has been awarded in the country;

(b) whether said prisoners are waiting for execution of their
sentences; and

(c) whether capital punishment has been abolished?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) The break up/ total number
of prisoners to whom capital punishment has been awarded in the country is as
under:—
——————————————————————————————

Province No. of prisoners in
various jails

——————————————————————————————
Punjab 4125
Sindh 519
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 204
Balochistan 72
Gilgit Baltistan 17

——————————————————————————————
Total 4937

——————————————————————————————
* The Jail wise number of prisoners is at Annexure-I.

(b) The number of prisoners who are waiting for execution of the sentence
is as under:—
——————————————————————————————

Province No. of prisoners in
various jails

——————————————————————————————
Punjab 42
Sindh 07
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa -
Balochistan -
Gilgit Baltistan 02

——————————————————————————————
Total 51

——————————————————————————————

(c) No. Capital punishment has not been abolished.
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76. *Ms. Shagufta Jumani:

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state the total number of
Pakistanis migrated to Europe during the last five years alongwith
the year and country-wise breakup thereof?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): The requisite information as
per IBMS database is attached, as Annex-I.
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Grande Total = 7537

77. *Mr. Abdul Qahar Khan Wadan:

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state the category and
province-wise details of blocked Computerized National Identity Cards
in the country at present alongwith the reasons thereof?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): Category and Province-wise
details of blocked cases alongwith reasons are attached as Annex-A.
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78. *Ms. Naseema Hafeez Panezai:

Will the Minister for Planning, Development and Reform be pleased
to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the Government of China has stopped
funds for Dera Ismail Khan Section of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor;

(b) if the answer to part (a) above is in affirmative, the steps taken
by the Ministry in this regard?

Minister for Planning and Development Reform (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal):
(a) No.

Financial agreement of the project is vet to be signed.

(b) The Ministry is following up with the NDRC. Government of China
for expediting signing of agreement to start work. Ministry of Communication/
NHA are engaged in this process.
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79. *Ms. Aliya Kamran:

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a fraud of millions has surfaced in the
Audit Report of the Senate Secretariat Employees Cooperative
Housing Society; if so, the details thereof;

(b) the names of persons involved in the said fraud;

(c) whether action has been taken against the persons involved
therein; if not, the reasons thereof;

(d) as to when the said Society obtained NOC;

(e) the reasons for non completion of development works so far; and

(f) the time by which development works of the said Society will be
completed alongwith the details thereof?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) Yes, it is a fact that a fraud
of Rs. 328 millions has surfaced in the Special Audit report of the Senate (Sectt)
Employees Cooperative Housing Society, Islamabad for the period of previous
Managing Committees of the Society for executing and illegal affiliation agreement
of 414 kanals land with M/s Fazal-e-Rabbi Enterprises and development contract
with M/s Shayan Associates and Akhtar Associates.

(b) The names of persons involved in the said fraud is as under:—
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(c) Action has been taken against the concerned persons by filing a case
against them under Section 50-A of the Cooperative Societies Act, 1925 for
recovery of embezzled amount in the court of the Registrar Cooperative Societies,
ICT, Islamabad, which is at final stage.

(d) The NOC of the Society is under process in CDA, Islamabad.

(e) Earthwork has been carried out in the scheme of the Society. Further
development of the scheme shall be started after issuance of NOC from CDA,
Islamabad.

(f) After issuance of NOC from CDA, Islamabad, the development
work of the Society is likely to be completed within period of 03 years.

80. *Dr. Fouzia Hameed:

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) the total number of criminal cases of honor killing registered in
Police Stations, Islamabad since June, 2013 alongwith the details
and disposal ratio thereof; and

(b) whether the Government has taken any initiative to stop such
crime; if not, the reasons thereof?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) It is submitted that as per
reports of all Police Stations of Islamabad, no case has been registered regarding
honour killing in the Federal Capital since June, 2013. Hence, report may be
treated as NIL.
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(b) In order to control the crime under the head of honour killing, following
directions have been issued to concerned SHOs:

i. To ensure that every complaint is immediately entertained and if the
same reveals about the commission of a cognizable offence prompt
FIR u/s 154 Cr. PC. May be lodged.

ii. The victim’s family may be provided counseling / legal advice about
their case.

iii. To ensure that no act of misbehavior noncooperation may be done
by the officer or official of their respective police station.

iv. To inculcate confidence amongst the general public through community
policing so that the public would inform the police without hesitation
about commission of an offence in their locality.

v. The general public may also be asked to especially report the case
of domestic violence, if any member of the victim’s family is involved.

vi. To ensure the prompt, fair and transparent investigation without
influence of any party.

vii. The cases of honour killing may be prosecuted in trial courts with
more zeal & spirit, so that the culprits would be awarded with their
due punishment and will not dare to commit the same in future.

81. *Ms. Nighat Parveen Mir:

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) the names of the offices of Administration of Islamabad which
are working in hired buildings at present alongwith reasons
thereof; and

(b) the number of buildings which are owned by the Government?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a)
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OFFICES PRESENTLY WORKING IN HIRED BUILDING
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82. *Ms. Musarat Rafique Mahesar:

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state the number of persons
presently working in the Ministry, its attached departments,
subordinate offices and institutions alongwith grade and province-
wise breakup thereof?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): The number of persons
presently working in this Ministry, its attached departments, subordinate offices
and institutions alongwith grade and province wise breakup is given here under:-

I. Synopsis of Ministry of Interior is at Annex-A

II. S Synopsis of Chief Commissioner, ICT is at Annex-B

III. Synopsis of FIA is at Annex-C

IV. Synopsis of NAPA is at Annex-D

V. Synopsis of NPA is at Annex-E

VI. Synopsis of IMPASS is at Annex-F

VII. Synopsis of Civil Defence is at Annex-G

VIII. Synopsis of FC, KPK is at Annex-H

IX. Synopsis of FC, Balochistan is at Annex-I

X. Synopsis of Pakistan Coast Guard is at Annex-J

Xl. Synopsis of Pakistan Rangers Punjab is at Annex-K

XII. Synopsis of NADRA is at Annex-M

XIII. Synopsis of Pakistan Rangers Sindh is at Annex-N

(Annexures have been placed in the National Assembly Library).
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83. *Mrs. Shahida Rehmani:

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the currency of Pakistan is being
depreciated against Dollar; if so, the reasons thereof; and

(b) the impacts of the same on the economy of Pakistan?

Minister of State for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs
(Rana Muhammad Afzal Khan): (a) Exchange rate fluctuation is a normal activity
in the financial markets based on demand and supply of foreign exchange. Economies
around the globe experience exchange rate fluctuations from time to time.

2. The PKR-US$ exchange rate in the interbank market closed at
Rs.110.54 per US$ as on January 05, 2018 compared to Rs. 105.54
per US$ as on December 07, 2017. This movement in the exchange
rate is based on demand and supply of foreign exchange in the
interbank market. The market-driven adjustment in the exchange
rate will contain the imbalance in the external account and sustain
higher growth trajectory.

(b) The impact of exchange rate adjustment will be visible on the economy
through more competitive exports with respect to peers leading to export earning,
reduction, in imports through expensiveness in dollar terms. However, rupee value
of dollar denominated debt will increase to some extent.

2. Going forward, GDP growth during 2016-17 was 5.3% which
indicated effectiveness of the Government policies. Pakistan’s
economy is well positioned to achieve the real GDP growth target of
6 percent in 2017-18. This positive outlook is supported by a broad-
based growth in Large Scale Manufacturing (8.4%) during the first
quarter of the year, encouraging assessment of major crops and
positive spillover of growth in commodity sector on services sector.
Inflation, however, continues to remain low and stable, and stood at
3. 6 percent during the first five months of the year against a yearly
budgetary target rate of 6%.
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3. Exports have recorded a double-digit growth during July-November
FY18; Foreign Direct Investment reached a nine-year high; and
workers’ remittances posted a modest growth. Continuation of high
growth in imports led to a widening of current account deficit, and
consequently to depiction in the country’s foreign exchange reserves.
Persistence of these pressures has led to adjustment in the interbank
exchange rate.

4. The exchange rate will continue to reflect the demand and supply
conditions; and SBP stands ready to intervene, in case speculative
and/or momentary pressures emerge, for smooth functioning of the
foreign exchange markets.

84. *Ms. Shakila Luqman:

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be
pleased to state:

(a) the total number of persons filed tax returns during the last two
fiscal years; and

(b) the steps being taken by the Government to make tax regime
people friendly?

Minister of State for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs
(Rana Muhammad Afzal Khan): (a) The total number of persons who have
filed tax returns during the last two years is as under:—
——————————————————————————————

TY-2016 TY-2015
——————————————————————————————

12,16,614 10,74,427
——————————————————————————————

(b) The Federal Board of Revenue has made earnest efforts to make
the tax regime people friendly through facilitative -measures for simplification of
system / processes. It is an ongoing process taken by the FBR itself as well as in
coordination with stakeholders. FBR makes concerted effort to involve all
stakeholders including the business community, Chartered Accountants, Tax Bars
etc, in the budget making process so as to receive input which may help in
simplification of laws and procedures.
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Towards this end FBR has taken following steps to make the tax regime
people friendly:

i. Since 2014, taxpayers have the facility to file their returns
electronically through Iris, an ERP (Enterprise Resource Planning)
software application covering all business processes of Income tax.

ii. Iris has a business rule engine covering all provisions of the Income
Tax Ordinance, 2001 and the taxpayer simply has to provide the
figures of his income, receipts and expenses. The system automatically
calculates the tax liability on the basis of the legal provisions applicable
for the tax year for which the return is being filed.

iii. The system automatically performs all calculations including totaling
and reconciliation of assets. In case the wealth statement of the
taxpayer is not reconciled, the system prompts the taxpayer  indicating
the exact amount by which the wealth is un-reconciled so that the
taxpayer can rectify.

iv. While preparing Wealth Statement the figures of the Wealth Statement
filed for the previous year are automatically imported so the taxpayer
does not have to fill all the columns again. From Tax Year 2017, a
similar option of importing last year’s data has been provided in the
Income tax return as well.

v. There is a complete help provided on the main login screen of Iris to
guide the taxpayer in filing of return. IT Wing / PRAL is in the process
of developing a more detailed help wherein a taxpayer will be able
to access simple user guide at every step of the process by clicking
on a ‘?’ sign given at the end of relevant rows.

vi. FBR has launched the CRM (Customer Relationship Management)
Software in which complaints by taxpayers, lodged either by e-mail,
phone or website is handled in a very scientific manner and redressed.
It also provides the facility to track, monitor and archive issues
reported by the taxpayers.

vii. FBR publishes taxpayers’ facilitation brochures and uploads on FBR’s
official website for taxpayers’ education
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viii. In addition, an elaborate mechanism of providing assistance /guidelines
to taxpayers is available in the form of FBR’s helpline as well as
taxpayer facilitation centers located at different stations.

85. *Mr. Sher Akbar Khan:

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) the steps taken by the Ministry in respect of the increasing prices
of vegetables and edible items as well as against profiteering in
Islamabad; and

(b) the steps taken to maintain prices of the said items at a desirable
level?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) The following steps have
been taken to check increasing prices of vegetables and edible items.

i. The Market committee has been established under agriculture
produce markets Ordinance 2011 to Regulate the functioning of fruit
/vegetable market.

ii. The Market committee is monitoring the auction of consumer items
and checking the whole sale prices.

iii. The meetings are held with the traders under the chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner in order to persuade them for filing the gap
between demand and supply.

iv. The meeting of district Price Control Committee also held regularly to
review and fix the prices of consumer items like pulses, meat, milk etc.

v. The market Committee is pursuing the traders to bring maximum
vegetables for auction in order to frustrate the profiteering of any kind.

vi. The prices of fruit and vegetables are fixed on daily basis and
distributed to shopkeepers of urban and Rural areas for strict
implementation.
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(b) i. The raiding teams comprising of Assistant Commissioner’s /
Magistrates have been constituted to check the prices and display of
rate list at the shops.

ii. These teams are imposing fines on those involved in overcharging
under the Price control act 1977.

The checking teams have imposed a fine of Rs. 16, 15,300/- on the
profiteers during the last three months.

86. *Mr. Muhammad Muzammil Qureshi:

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government has conducted financial audit of
cellular companies, particularly with reference to collection of
taxes by them and deposit the same into the National Exchequer
during the last five years; if so, the details thereof;

(b) whether the Federal Board of Revenue being a regulator has
found any deficiency in this regard; if so, the details thereof;

(c) the mechanism adopted to reconcile the figures of tax collected
by the said companies and deposited by them to the National
Exchequer; and

(d) the steps being taken to rationalize the tax collection by the
said companies and deposit it to the National Exchequer?

Minister of State for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs
(Rana Muhammad Afzal Khan): (a)

1. The Government does not conduct financial audit of Cellular
Companies (Telcos). However, Tax Audit is conducted under various
tax statutes i.e. Income Tax Ordinance, 2001, Sales Tax Act, 1990,
and Federal Excise Duty Act, 2005. The procedure and manner of
conducting audit is broadly summarized as per Annex-A/Part-I

2. There are two kinds of audits:

(i) Audit of tax affairs of a taxpayer (i.e. detailed scrutiny) which
is subject to selection of a case for audit by either the concerned
Commissioner or the Board under relevant provisions of the
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tax statute. The manner and procedure has been broadly
explained in Annex-A/Part-I; and

(ii) Withholding Monitoring Exercise (i.e. withholding audit) of
collection of withheld income tax in respect of any withholding
tax agent/cellular company is carried out under section 161 of
the Income Tax Ordinance, 2001, by the concerned
Commissioner/Officer of Inland Revenue. The procedure is
broadly summarized in Annex-A/Part-II.

3. Presently, four Mobile/Cellular Telephone Companies - M/s Telenor
Pakistan (Pvt.) Limited, M/s. Pakistan Mobile Communication
Limited (Mobilink), M/s. Telecom Mobile Ltd. (Ufone) and Ms.
CM Pak Ltd. (Zong) - are operating in Pakistan. As per requirements
of the Income Tax Ordinance, 2001, the Telcos are withholding
income tax from millions of customers, and in the process, generating
a massive volume of customers’ transactions on daily basis. Similarly,
the Telcos are also required to collect Sales Tax (in the case of
provinces) under concerned provincial sales tax laws whereas Federal
Excise Duty (in the case of Islamabad Capital Territory) is being
collected under Federal Excise Act, 2005.

4. Considering the massive challenge involved in the analysis of millions
of transactional data of withholding taxes of massive number of
subscribers of each cellular company generated on daily basis, FBR
launched a pilot project for devising an IT-based mechanism for
accessing subscribers’ withholding transactional data for ensuring
effective monitoring of withholding taxes by the Telcos.

5. Under this pilot project, FBR with the assistance of the Pakistan
Revenue Automation (Pvt.) Ltd (PRAL/IT Wing), was able to
develop a software utility portal (/electronic). All the four Telcos
have been required to upload their monthly customers’ transactional
data, on the prescribed format and requirements. For this purpose,
necessary support and assistance is sought from Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA), the Telecom Regulator,
whenever compliance issues arose.

6. This pilot project/mechanism has been enabled during the current
financial year 2017-18 and all four mobile phone companies are now
transmitting/uploading their customers’ transactional data to IT/PRAL.
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The aforesaid portal has enabled a more transparent and reliable
customers’ withholding tax data transmission to FBR and the position
of subscribers’ withholding taxes collected by all four Cellular
Companies under section 236 of the Income Tax Ordinance, 2001.

7. In this connection, FBR’s IT/PRAL team in coordination with the
concerned Commissioner of Large Taxpayers’ Unit (LTU) remains
in constant contact with the concerned Telcos’ technical/management
teams to resolve outstanding issues relating to data harmonization
and other data requirements as they arise during the process of data
harmonization checks by the IT/PRAL team.

8. After extensive technical exchanges between Telcos and Pakistan
Revenue Automation (Pvt.) Ltd (PRAL, I.T Wing, FBR), all the four
cellular companies -M/s Telenor Pakistan (Pvt.) Limited, M/s.
Pakistan Mobile Communication Limited (Mobilink/Jazz), M/s.
Telecom Mobile Ltd. (Ufone) and Ms. CM Pak (Pvt.) Ltd (Zong) -
have started uploading their customers’ monthly transactional data
with effect from July, 2017, on to the FBR’s Electronic data-uploading
Link. An initial analysis of the data uploaded by the four companies
reveals the average size of each Telco’s subscribers/consumers base
as provided hereunder:

Telco Average Subscribers Base (FY 2017-18)

Telenor Over 40 million subscribers
Mobilink Over 52 million subscribers
Ufone Over 18 million subscribers
Zong Over 28 million subscribers

9. To start with, the final data earlier uploaded on the IT-based electronic
data link one company was picked up for withholding income tax
audit for the months of July to September, 2017. The concerned field
officers along with IT experts from IT/PRAL (FBR), comprising  six
members, started conducting field based withholding system audit of
consumers’ tax deducted and deposited under section 236 of the
Income Tax Ordinance, 2001, for the quarter July - September, 2017,
at company’s premises. The proceedings are underway as per due
process of law. The withholding income tax audit of other Telcos
would also be carried out after taking into account the outcome and
inference drawn from the withholding audit of the said company.
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(b) As and when discrepancies are detected by the concerned field office,
the case of the taxpayer/cellular company is taken up for audit as per mechanism
stated above including any other remedy available under the relevant tax statute.
Action has been taken previously as per relevant provisions of the law, wherever
discrepancies were found, in certain tax years, as replied in para(a).

(c)1. Taxes collected /withheld by cellular companies are deposited in the
national exchequer and the same are declared in their monthly
withholding statements.

2. The monthly withholding statements filed and tax deposited is
reconciled in terms of applicable withholding income tax rates and
the total revenue reflected in the audited accounts of the taxpayer,
and if a discrepancy is found, the action is taken under relevant
provision of the Income Tax Ordinance, 2001.

(d) As stated in Para (a) to (c) above.

Annex A/Part-I

1. Audit commences after the case is selected for audit under section
177/214C of the Income Tax Ordinance, 2001, section 7213/25 of
the Sales Tax Act and section 46/42B of the FED Act, 2005.

2. Selection is done by both the concerned Commissioner and Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR). The Selection is based on risk parameters
approved by the Board.

3. The audit of cellular companies is conducted subject to selection of
case under relevant law.

4. After selection of case for audit, the “Audit Manual” prescribes a
pre-audit conference with the taxpayer in which scope of audit and
time line for completion of audit is decided.

5. Consequently “Information Document Request” (IDR) is issued for
seeking relevant records and information from the tax payer.

6. After obtaining books of accounts and documents provided by the
taxpayer, an audit report is prepared, and if required, a post audit
conference is again conducted with the taxpayer to apprise the
taxpayer of the legal and factual discrepancies. Thereafter, a statutory
notice to amend the deemed assessment order (on the basis of return
submitted by the taxpayer) is issued to provide a lawful opportunity
of being heard to the taxpayer.



46

7. After affording such an opportunity to the taxpayer, an amended
assessment order is passed containing discussion and findings on the
outcome of audit including enhancement of income etc., is served
upon taxpayer along with tax demand notice.

8. Following aspects of tax affairs of a taxpayer, among others, are
also taken into consideration while auditing a case:

(a) Verification of withholding taxes with respect to disallowances
of expenses u/s 21(c) of the ITO, 2001;

(b) Examination of genuineness of liabilities declared in the balance
sheet;

(c) Verification of the input tax claimed u/s 8 of STA, 1990;

(d) Verification of all taxable supplies whether the same have been
charged to sales tax or not;

(e) Transactions with associates are measured at Arm’s Length
standard;

(f) Admissibility of depreciation and amortization expenses is
verified in accordance with section 22, 23 and 24 of ITO, 2001;

(g) Admissibility of P/L expense is verified in view of the provisions
of section 20(1) / 174(2) of the ITO, 2001.

Annex A/Part-II

1. The withholding monitoring exercise (i.e. withholding tax audit)
commences after the case is taken up under section 161 of the Income
Tax Ordinance, 2001.

2. Following desk audit of withholding statements, returns and financial
statements filed by a taxpayer/withholding tax agent, for the period
under scrutiny, the taxpayer/withholding tax agent, if taken up on the
basis of certain observations/risks identified in the desk audit, is
provided an initial opportunity to reconcile its declared version with
supporting documents and records, under Rule 44(4) of the Income
Tax Rules, 2002.

3. In case discrepancies are firmed up and are not duly addressed by
the withholding tax agent, after an opportunity extended under Rule
44(4) of the Income Tax Rules, 2002, the withholding agent/taxpayer,
is then issued a statutory notice under section 161 of the Income Tax
Ordinance, 2001.
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4. The proceedings under section 161 of the Income Tax Ordinance,
are concluded after receipt of the reply of the withholding tax agent/
taxpayer as per provisions of the law and demand of tax is created in
case it is found to have short deducted/deposited the amount of tax
due, besides initiating proceedings for levy of default surcharge as
per section 205 of the Income Tax Ordinance, 2001.

87. *Sahibzada Muhammad Yaqub:

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be
pleased to state the steps being taken by the Government to maintain
the value of Dollar and control the continuous depreciation of Rupee?

Minister of State for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs
(Rana Muhammad Afzal Khan): The government has taken various measures
in the recent months to manage emerging risks in the balance of payments.

• GoP issued US$2.5 billion of Pakistan Sovereign Bonds and Pakistan
international Sukuk, the proceeds of which were received on
December 05, 2017 to boost foreign exchange reserves.

• In February 2017, 100 percent cash margin requirements imposed
on the import of non-essential consumer items to accommodate the
growing import of productive goods in the country, and containing
trade deficit at a manageable level.

• The government has also maintained custom duties on a large number
of non-essential items in the budget 2017-18 to re-enforce the impact
of cash margin requirements. Recently, the government has imposed
import duty on non-essential import items to promote the use of
domestic products and to reduce the trade deficit.

• To facilitate exports, the government has ensured uninterpreted energy
supplies to export sectors, especially to the textiles. Moreover, the
government has announced an export package of Rs 180 billion,
The exporters are also expected to benefit from reduction in the cost
of doing business due to LNG based power production.

2. As a result of these measures, the exports have registered an increase
of 12% during the first five months of the CFY. Imports have also decelerated,
while FDI has seen an increase of 57%. The improvement in these indicators will
be helpful in maintaining a stable exchange rate of the rupee.
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88. *Mr. Waseem Akhtar Shaikh:

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be
pleased to state:

(a) the total number of employees working in the Economic Affairs
Division at present;

(b) the total number of employees sent by said Division on trainings
abroad since June, 2013;

(c) as to how many times each employee has been sent on foreign
trainings alongwith the name, post and grade thereof;

(d) whether it is a fact that employees from BPS 9 to 16 are not
being sent on said trainings although they have been sent in the
past; if so, the details; if not, the reasons thereof; and

(e) the names of the countries in which trainings are conducted
alongwith the details of the SOPs for said trainings?

Minister of State for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs
(Rana Muhammad Afzal Khan): (a) Presently, EAD has total working strength
of 445 employees.

(b) Total 76 employees of EAD were sent on Foreign Training since 2013.

(c) All the employees were sent on training for one time except 02
officers viz. Raja Muhammad Yousaf, Section Officer and Ch. Safdar Mahmood,
Section Officer who were sent two times.

(d) EAD Employees from BPS-09 to 16 were sent abroad during 2014-15
on trainings specified for officials. As soon more such training offers are received
they will be sent.

(e) Under Technical Assistance Programme (TAP), trainings are offered
for Japan, South Korea, Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore, India, China, Egypt &
Thailand. The SOPs for the training are at Annex-I.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library).

ISLAMABAD: QAMAR SOHAIL LODHI,
The 16th January, 2018 Acting Secretary.

PCPPI—92(2018) NA—16-01-2018—650.
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(51st Session)

NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY  SECRETARIAT

————

“UNSTARRED QUESTIONS  AND THEIR REPLIES”

For Wednesday, the 17th January, 2018

27. Ms. Musarat Rafique Mahesar:
 (Deferred during 29th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state the details of land
regained in the rural areas of Islamabad by the Ministry during the
tenure of the present Government?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): It is submitted that in the rural
areas of Islamabad, the land is in the name of different land owners and there is no
bar on them to sell or transfer the same. Further, no land was regained by the
Ministry in Islamabad.

As regards illegal possession of state land the ICT Administration provides
necessary magisterial cover to the departments/organizations as and when they
carry out anti encroachment campaign. It is stated that whenever any incident of
illegal possession of state land, by any person comes to the notice of ICT
Administration, action is taken against the persons involved in the same.

34. Mr. Ramesh Lal:
 (Deferred during 29th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state the names and father
names of those persons to whom licences of bear and wine have been
issued since 01-01-2013 alongwith the details thereof?

Reply not received.

15. Mir Aamir Ali Khan Magsi:
 (Deferred during 31st Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

Shoaib.M 3rd Rota Day (2018)  NA (US) PC-9
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(a) whether funds have been allocated to metal roads and to lay
sewerage lines in Muhammadi Town, Sohan, Islamabad so far;
and

(b) the time by which the development works will be started in the
said Town?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) Presently no funds have
been allocated for metal road and to lay sewerage lines in Muhammadi Town
Sohan Islamabad.

(b) PC-1 of the above said development scheme shall be prepared and
got approved from DDWP forum. Work will be executed after approval and
release of funds by Government of Pakistan.

31. Ms. Tahira Aurangzeb:
 (Deferred during 34th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state the  total  number  of
fruit trees planted by the Capital Development  Authority  in  Sector
G-5  and  G-6, Islamabad during the last three years?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): It is stated that 4125 Nos of
fruit plants have been planted in Islamabad since June, 2013. Detailed is as under:
——————————————————————————————
S.# Sector / Area Year Name of plants Nos of Plants

——————————————————————————————
1 G-5, G-6 & 2013 to Jaman 2500

Faisal Avenue 2016 + Citrus

Louqat 1500
+ Plum Apricot

——————————————————————————————
2 F-7, G-5, 2017 Apricot 125

Admin Sector Plum, Citrus
——————————————————————————————

                                   Total 4125
——————————————————————————————
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32. Ms. Tahira Aurangzeb:
(Deferred during 34th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state whether there is any
proposal under consideration of the Government to plant fruit trees
and olive trees in the forest of Shakarparian, Islamabad?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): Shakarparian is a part of
Margalla Hill National Park. Every year during spring and monsoon plantation
indigenous trees are planted in Shakarparian forest as well as in Margallah Hill
National Park. During the next spring season, fruit trees like Kachnar and other
indigenous fruit trees will be planted as well as olive trees. Moreover every year
fruit trees are also distributed among citizen of Islamabad.

38. Mr. Muhammad Muzammil Qureshi:
(Deferred during 34th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state whether it is a fact
that the sewerage system of Sector I-14, Islamabad is non-functional
since long; if so, the reasons thereof?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): The sewerage system of
Sector I-14/1 & 4 is functional since 28-3-2008. However, the sewerage system
of Sectors I-14/2 & 3 has been completed and will be functional within two months.

42. Mr. Waseem Akhtar Shaikh:
(Deferred during 34th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that water supply line of Block No.5, Cat.III,
Sector G-10/2, Islamabad has developed fault and as a result,
water supply to the residents has been suspended since long;

(b) if the answer to above is in affirmative , the steps being taken
by the Government to install new water supply line for the said
Block?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) It is not a fact that water
supply in Block No.5, Cat-III, Sector G10/2 was suspended due to fault developed
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in the line. Supply of water to the aforesaid block was decreased due to fault in a
Tube Well, which has now been repaired and supplying water to the residents of
above said block satisfactorily.

(b) Water supply line of the above said block is already in satisfactory
condition.

72. Ms. Tahira Aurangzeb:
(Deferred during 34th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state whether there is any
proposal under consideration of the Government to plant fruit trees
and olive trees in Japani Park and Zoo in Islamabad?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): Mostly fruit plants are planted
in protected sites, where public access is limited. During next spring season fruit
trees will be planted in Japanese Park as well as Zoo in Islamabad as per available
space.

22. Mian Abdul Manan:
(Deferred during 36th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to refer to the Starred Question
No.15 replied on 02-09-2016 and to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that none of the hotels in Islamabad is
following by One Dish System in marriage functions;

(b) whether ban has been imposed by the present Government on
any hotel in Islamabad so far; and

(c) the details of hotels penalized by the Government during the
period from 01-01-2016 to 30-06-2016 alongwith the dates of
inspections made therefor?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) According to ICT
Administration, Assistant Commissioners while checking observed that some hotels
in Islamabad were not following one Dish System in marriage functions.
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Further, regular checking of all the marquees/restaurants is being carried
out and One Dish System is being enforced in light of directions given by worthy
Supreme Court of Pakistan.

(b) No such ban has been imposed. However, regular strict checking
mechanism is in place and strict action being taken on regular basis.

(c) The report regarding inspection & fines of hotels penalized
by the Government during the period from 01-01-2016 to 30-06-2016 is at
Annexure-A.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library)

31. Mr. Waseem Akhtar Shaikh:
 (Deferred during 37th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the street lights of Street No.49
particularly from House No.7 to 12, Sector G-10/3, Islamabad
remained off since long;

(b) whether it is also a fact that the lights of Park near Khan Market
of the said Sector are non-functional since long;

(c) whether it is further a fact that the said Park has not been
repaired/renovated during the tenure of the present Government;

(d) if the answers to part (a), (b) and (c) above are in the affirmative,
the reasons thereof; and

(e) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the
Government to declare the said Park as Women Park; if so,
when it will be implemented; if not, the reasons thereof?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) The street lights in front of
House No. 7 to 12, street No. 49, Sector G-10/3, Islamabad are non-operational
for want of rehabilitation work, however, the same will be made operational
within 10 days.
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(b) Few lights installed in Park near Khan Market have been made
functional. However, 100% lights will be restored after rehabilitation work.

(c) The said park has recentlybeen repaired / renovated during the
tenure of the present Government.

(d) N/A.

(e) The said park is already a family park, hence, no proposal is under
consideration to declare, the said park as women park.

47. Mr. Sher Akbar Khan:
 (Deferred during 37th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the people have erected encroachments
on the both sides of IJP Road from Faizabad to Peshawar Morr;

(b) if so, the steps taken/being taken by the Government to remove
the said encroachments?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) IJP Road is a dividing /
boundary road between Islamabad and Rawalpindi. The matter has been referred
to ICT Administrative and MCI twice. Both the government agencies have declined
on account of lack of jurisdiction. The matter is being referred to the government
of the Punjab for necessary legal action by Rawalpindi Administration.

(b) As above.

41. Ms. Shagufta Jumani:
(Deferred during 39th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state whether it is a fact
that some seminaries/madrassas in the country are receiving financial
and other support like training of clerics, teachers and curriculum
development from some foreign Islamic countries, if so, the details
thereof?

 
Reply not received.
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42. Ms. Shazia Marri:
(Deferred during 39th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) whether the hair dressers/experts do hair cut in unhygienic ways
and without proper utilization of clean water and sterilizers in
saloons/beauty parlours/shops in various markets in Islamabad;

(b) the prescribed method for utilization of sterilizers for said
purpose;

(c) whether water is not available in said shops/saloons/beauty
parlours at present;

(d) the total number of dressers available in each market in
Islamabad at present alongwith the details thereof;

(e) whether law has been made by the Government therefor; if so,
since when;

(f) the charges/rates of hair dressers in Islamabad at present;

(g) the prescribed penalties for cutting hair in unhygienic ways; and

(h) the amount of penalties charged by the Administration from
01-01-2016 to 30-06-2016 alongwith details thereof?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) CDA Health Directorate
looks after the affairs of barbers in Islamabad right from licensing up to examining
hygienic standards, inspection and reporting.

(b) Pertains to CDA.

(c) Pertains to CDA.

(d) Pertains to CDA.

(e) No such Law has been made to regulate the business of hair dressers.
However trade licensee to the hair dressers are issued by the Municipal
Administration CDA/MCI, Islamabad.
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(f) Since no such Law has been made therefore, the question of penalties
for cutting hair in unhygienic ways does not arise.

(g) As stated above in (f):

34. Sahibzada Muhammad Yaqub:
(Deferred during 40th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the construction of a major hospital in
Tarlai is deliberately being delayed by Islamabad Administration
due to pressure from the land mafia;

(b) whether it is also a fact that the approval for the construction
of said hospital was given two years before; and

(c) the total hospitals constructed by the Government in the rural
areas of Islamabad so far?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) It is not correct.

The construction work was started by Pak PWD in October 2016,
however, Muhammad Aksar Malik Awan filed a suit on 08-11-2016 in the Civil
Court and construction work was stopped from the Court. The stay application
was dismissed on 11-03-2017. The construction was again started by the Pak
PWD, but Mr. Muhammad Aksar Malik Awan went to appeal before Addl. District
and Session Judge (East) Islamabad (Annex-I) and the work was stopped. Next
date of hearing is fixed on 13-01-2018.

(b) Not true. The project titled “Establishment of Islamabad General
Hospital at Tarlai” was approved by CDWP and administrative approval was
issued on 6th May 2016.

(c) No major hospital has been constructed by the Govt. in the Rural
Areas of ICT Islamabad so far. However, the health Department, ICT is providing
preventive & Curative Primary Health Care Services to the population of rural
areas of ICT.

Details are as under:—
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A. Rural Health Center Sihala:

 BHU Rawat
 BHU Gagri
 BHU Bukhar
 BHU Bimber Tara

B. Rural Health Centre Tarlai:

 BHU Sohan
 BHU Jagiot
 BHU J. Syeddan
 BHU Chirah
 BHU Turmair

C. Rural Health Center Bhara Kahu:

 BHU Pind Begwal
 BHU Phulgran
 BHU Shahdra
 BHU Gokina
 BHU Shah Allah Ditta

D. Dispensary:

 Model Town Humak

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library)

38. Dr. Shazia Sobia:
(Deferred during 40th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) the total number of play grounds for Cricket, Hockey, Football
and Volleyball constructed in Islamabad so far; and

(b) the total number of play grounds in Islamabad which are under
control of unauthorized persons at present alongwith the sector-
wise details thereof?
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Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) CDA developed 50
grounds in Islamabad;

16 Cricket Grounds.
12 Football grounds.
06 Hockey Grounds.
15 Multipurpose grounds.
01 Tennis Court.

(b) No

44. Mr. Muhammad Muzammil Qureshi:
(Deferred during 40th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that excessive encroachments have been
made on Rawat Bazar and adjacent road leading to Kallar
Syedan, Rawat which comes under the administrative control
of the Capital Administration;

(b) if so, the steps are being taken by authorities concerned to
remove said encroachments?

Reply not received.

48. Dr. Fehmida Mirza:
(Deferred during 40th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) the steps taken by the Interior Division to prepare subject-wise
list of titles of all Laws and Rules made thereunder with reference
to business allocated to the said Division and its Attached
Departments under the Rules of Business, 1973;

(b) the subject wise list of titles of said Laws/Rules;

(c) whether it is a fact that the steps have been taken by the said
Division to consolidate and amend the said Laws and Rules to
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keep pace with changes in the society; if so, the details; if not,
the reasons thereof;

(d) whether it is also a fact that the steps have been taken by the
said Division to determine the anomalies, inconsistencies and
difficulties in the administration and implementation of said Laws
and Rules; and

(e) the names of officers/branches appointed/designated therefor?

Reply not received.

12. Mr. Muhammad Muzammil Qureshi:
(Deferred during 41st Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state the steps being taken
by the Government to develop and make green both sides and divider
of IJP Road, Islamabad?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): Soft Landscaping and
development of Median Strip I.J. Principal Road from G.T road to Pir Wadhai
Chowk (Phase-I) was carried out in January 2005, which included grassing and
planting. The 2nd phase of development from Pir Wadhai Chowk to Faizabad
Interchange (Phase-II) was taken up in January 2007 with providing and fixing of
Tree Guards and planting / grassing. However the site being under emense
population pressure and is trampled therefore needs re-development.
Re-development works will be taken up on both divider and the side green belt at
completion of road subject to allocation of funds.

7. Ms. Naeema Kishwar Khan:
(Deferred during 42nd Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that tap water is not being supplied to the
residents of House No.24, Category-II, Street 52 and House No.8,
Street No. 49, Category-II, Sector G-10/3, Islamabad since long;
if so, the reasons thereof;
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(b) whether it is a fact that a number of complaints have been
registered in the concerned inquiry offices for supply of water to
the said residents; if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the
Government to take actions against the responsibles thereof; if
so, the details; if not,  the reasons thereof; and

(d) the time by which water will be supplied to the said residents?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): No, it is not a fact that tap
water is not being supplied to the residents of House No. 24 category-II,
Street -52 and House No. 8. Street No. 49, Category-II, Sector G-10/3,
Islamabad since long.

(b) No complaint received from the residents of House No. 24, Street-
52. Five (05) complaints received from House No. 8, Street-49 of Sector G-10/
3, during the month of August & September, 2017 and all the other complaints
were attended.

(c) No. Due to the reason that water supply of G-10/3 area involves
pumping at two stages i.e. at Sangjani Treatment Plant and G-10 Water Works,
electric load shedding & electrical faults adversely affect the water supply system.
Further, it is stated that the repair / maintenance of control valves & leakages are
carried out as & when required.

(d) Water is already being supplied to the residents of above said area in
accordance with the availability of sources.

9. Ms. Zaib Jaffar:
(Deferred during 44th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the consumers rights implementation is
a major concern for consumers in Pakistan where
the Shopkeepers are selling substandard and defective goods at
high prices due to non conformity of consumers protection laws;
if so, the steps being taken by the Ministry to address the said
issue/concern; and
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(b) whether the Ministry is monitoring the implementation of
consumers protection law through transparent means and taking
feedback of the outcomes on action taken?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) In this regard it is submitted
that under the Islamabad consumers Protection Act 1995, Court of Sessions,
Islamabad has been declared as “Authority”. The Federal Government has already
notified Consumers Protection Council, Islamabad which is functional.

(b) The Government has notified Consumers  Protection Council for
Islamabad in pursuance of Section 3(1)(2) of the Islamabad Consumers Protection
Act, 1995. The Council comprises 14 members including Government officials
and notables of the District from all walks of life. The Council coordinates between
the Government manufacturers, producers, suppliers and consumers. The
Authority and Consumers Council both are operative / functional in Islamabad
District.

16. Mr. Muhammad Muzammil Qureshi:
(Deferred during 44th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the water connections are not being given
to the residents of Sector D-12/4, Islamabad; if so, the reasons
thereof; and

(b) the time by which the water connections will be given to said
residents?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) Yes, it is fact that water
connections in Sector D-12/4, Islamabad have not been given to the residents of
said sector due to reason that water supply network is under completion.

(b) The water connections will be given after completion of water supply
network.

30. Mr. Muhammad Muzammil Qureshi:
 (Deferred during 45th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:
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(a) whether it is a fact that toll tax is being collected by Local
Government Institutions at entry points of different places in
Islamabad from owners of vehicles at present;

(b) if so, the details alongwith justification thereof; and

(c) the authority who granted approval therefor?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) No. The local Government
does not collect toll tax at entry points of Islamabad at present.

(b) Nil.

(c) Nil.

31. Mr. Iqbal Muhammad Ali Khan:
 (Deferred during 45th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) the total number of employees of MRP Project and
the Directorate General of Immigration and Passports posted
at Missions abroad (MRP Section) for the last five years
alongwith their names, designations and Missions/Countries;
and

(b) the total number of contractual employees out of them
have skipped/slipped therefrom alongwith their names,
designations and Missions/Countries?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) The detail of total number
of employees of MRP Project and the Directorate General of Immigration and
Passports posted at Missions aboard (MRP Section) for the last five years
alongwith their name, designation and Mission / Country is given at Annex-“A”.

(b) No contractual employee has skipped / slipped from these Missions
abroad (MRP Section).

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library)
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32. Mr. Iqbal Muhammad Ali Khan:
 (Deferred during 45th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state the
total payments made under the head of TA/DA to the present Director
Headquarter, Directorate General of Immigration and Passports,
Islamabad since his posting alongwith details of all the hotels receipts
thereof?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): The detail of total payments
made under the Head of TA/DA to the present Director Headquarter, Directorate General,
Immigration and Passports, Islamabad since his posting is given at Annex- “A”.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library).

37. Ms. Tahira Aurangzeb:
(Deferred during 45th Session)

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Pakistanis have to face difficulties as a
result of un-necessary delay by the staff posted at Pakistan
Iran Border at Taftan resultantly remained stranded for several
days in Iran; if so, whether the Government intends to impart
further trainings to concerned staff thereof; and

(b) the steps being taken by the Government of Pakistan to address the
difficulties of Pakistanis being faced on their way back from Iran?

Reply not received.

13. Ms. Naeema Kishwar Khan:
(Deferred during 45th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that audit of the Jammu and Kashmir
Cooperative Housing Society, Islamabad has revealed a fraud
of rupees one billion; if so, the details thereof;

Waleed    92 (2018)  NA (US) PC-15
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(b) whether it is also a fact that action has been taken by the
Government against responsibles thereof; if so, the details
thereof;

(c) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the
Government to impose ban on that persons involved therein for
contesting election of the Society till the completion of inquiry
which is under consideration; if not, the reasons thereof; and

(d) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the
Government to make payment to owners to clear pocket in G-
15/4, Islamabad from amount that will be recovered therefrom;
if not, the reasons thereof?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) It is correct that a special
audit for the period from 01-07-2013 to 28-02-2017 has been conducted in
respect of Jammu & Kashmir Cooperative Housing Society, Islamabad, which
has revealed embezzlement of 1.4 Billion.

(b) Yes, action has been taken as per law and proceedings for recovery
of embezzled amount have been initiated against the responsible office bearers of
the Society under section 50-A of the Cooperative Societies Act, 1925 in the
Court of the Registrar Cooperative Societies, ICT Islamabad.

(c) There is no provision for such proposal in the Cooperative Societies
Act, 1925, Cooperative Societies Rules, 1927, Bye-laws of the Society and
Islamabad Capital Territory Cooperative Societies (Managing Committee Election)
Rules 2014 to impose ban on these persons for contesting election of the Society
till completion of the inquiry which is under process. However, if these persons in
the light of inquiry are convicted then ban shall be imposed as per law on them to
contest elections of the Society.

(d) The amount recovered shall be utilized to clear pockets of land in the
Society including pocket of land of Sector G-15/4.

18. Mr. Sher Akbar Khan:
(Deferred during 47th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:
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(a) whether it is a fact that salaries of some officers of Sir Syed
Memorial Society have been stopped by the Commissioner,
Islamabad Capital Terrotory; if so, the details alongwith the
reasons thereof; and

(b) the time by which salaries will be paid to said employees?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) Services of Ms. Nighat
and Lt. Col. (Retd) Muhammad Saifullah Aziz were terminated by Brig (Retd)
lqbal M. Shafi, the then President of the Society on legal and constitution grounds.

(b) Furthermore, services of following were terminated by the ex-
Administrator of the society:—

i. Tariq Naeem

ii. Irfan Zahid

iii. Jahangir Ashraf

iv. Raja Nadeem Aslam

v. Mr. Naeem

All above have filed petitions before the Court of competent Jurisdiction,
which are pending adjudication.

(c) Services of following employees were terminated because they were
not appointed by the competent authority.

i. Gul Riaz

ii. M. Ashraf

iii. Niamat Masih

iv. Imtiaz Khan

(b) Salaries of the above mentioned employees will be paid after
adjudication of the petitions filed before the courts of competent jurisdiction.
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19. Mr. Sher Akbar Khan:
(Deferred during 50th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) the total number of FIRs registered on 04-09-2017 in Police
Station, Lohi Bher, Islamabad alongwith the details including
names, father’s names and addresses of applicants thereof; and

(b) whether it is a fact that no action has been taken thereon so far;
if so, the reasons thereof?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) On 04-09-2017, two (02)
cases have been registered in the Police Station Lohibher, Islamabad. Details of (02)
cases is attached at Annexure-A

(b) Upon receipt of application by the complainants, FIRs were registered
and investigation was carried out. Efforts are underway to unearth the culprits
involved in the occurrence.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library).

21. Ms. Naseema Hafeez Panezai:
(Deferred during 50th Session)

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be
pleased to state whether it is a fact that survey under the Benazir
Income Support Programme has not been started in  Village Shahmeer
Brohi, Malook Kalhoro, Mirwah and Ali Bakhsh Brohi of Tehsil
Mehar, District Dadu for issuance of new cards so far; if so, the
steps taken by the Government in this regard?

Minister of State for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs
(Rana Muhammad Afzal Khan): BISP survey for the issuance of new cards has
not been done in the last five years. Last time district Dadu, Sindh was covered
during the country-wide survey conducted in the years 2010-11. However, BISP
has started updation of the database and has concluded a pilot survey shortly (Phase
-I) which was conducted in 14 districts from all provinces of the country.

The National Rollout (Phase-II) will commence in February, 2018 wherein
a country-wide survey will be launched which will definitely cover the mentioned
and all other UCs of District Dadu.
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22. Ms. Aliya Kamran:
(Deferred during 50th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to refer to the Un-Starred
Question No.9 replied on 18-9-2017 and to state:

(a) the names of the persons alongwith  the amount recovered from
them separately as per the report of inquiry conducted against
the previous and present elected bodies and employees of the
Jammu and Kashmir Cooperative Housing Society, Islamabad;

(b) the action taken against the responsibles thereof;

(c) the head under which the said recovered amount has
been deposited alongwith the dates thereof;

(d) as to why fresh inquiry was ordered in March, 2017
alongwith details thereof; and

(e) the time by which inquiry report will be made final?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) An inquiry under
Section 43 & 44 of the Cooperative Societies Act, 1925 against the ex- Managing
Committee of Jammu & Kashmir Cooperative Housing Society, Islamabad is
under process. However, a special audit report about the Jammu & Kashmir
Cooperative Housing Society Islamabad was completed in the month of June,
2017 wherein, an embezzlement of 1.70 Billion against the ex-Managing Committee
of the Jammu & Kashmir Cooperative Housing Society, Islamabad was pointed
out. So far an amount of 56 Crore in the shape of 868 kanals land has been
recovered from the ex-Managing Committee of the Society.

(b) A case under Section 50-A on the basis of special audit report against
the ex-Managing Committee for the period from 2014 to 2017 has been filed in
the court of Registrar Cooperative.

(c) Recovery of Rs. 56 Crore in the shape of 86 kanals land has been
made and the said land has been transferred in the name of the Society.

(d) A petition by 06 out of 10 office bearers of the ex-Managing
Committee of the Society for the period from 2014 to 2017 against acting Chairman
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and Secretary of the Society was filed before the Registrar Cooperative Society,
ICT for the mismanagement and embezzlement in the Society due to which fresh
inquiry was ordered in the month of March 2017.

(e) No time frame can be anticipated, however, the inquiry committee
has been asked to complete the inquiry as early as possible.

23. Ms. Naeema Kishwar Khan:
(Deferred during 50th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that barbed wire has been installed/fixed by
the residents of House No.7, Street No.25, Sector F-6/2,
 Islamabad;

(b) if so, the steps taken by the concerned authority to remove the same?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) Yes, it is fact that barbed
wire was installed by residents of the said house.

(b) The fence has been removed by the concerned authority.

54. Mr. Siraj Muhammad Khan:
(Deferred during 50th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state whether it is a fact
that  a request was made by the Inspector General of Police,
Islamabad for recruitment against 309 posts for the Safe City Project
in April, 2017 which have yet to be approved; if so, the details thereof?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): The creation of 309 posts
(165 posts in Phase-1 and 144 posts in 2nd Phase) for safe city project is under
consideration.

55. Mr. Siraj Muhammad Khan:
(Deferred during 50th Session)

Will the Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs be
pleased to state the steps taken by the present Government to move
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towards an interest free economy as envisaged by the Quaid-e-Azam
Mohammad Ali Jinnah in his address upon the opening of the State
Bank of Pakistan on 1st July, 1948 where emphasis was made on
banking practices compatible with Islamic ideals of social and
economic life?

Minister of State for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs
(Rana Muhammad Afzal Khan): Islamic banking industry has shown substantial
growth since its re-launch in 200102. The industry now accounts for 11.9 percent
of the country’s overall banking system in terms of assets while in terms of deposits
the share is 13.7 percent (as of September 30, 2017). Currently, 21 Islamic Banking
Institutions (IBIs) (5 full-fledged Islamic banks and 16 conventional banks having
Islamic banking branches) are providing an array of Shariah compliant products
and services through their network of over 2,368 branches in 110 districts across
the country. Details on significant steps taken for promotion of Islamic Banking
are annexed.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library).

58. Mr. Waseem Akhtar Shaikh:
(Deferred during 50th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that drinking water is being supplied to the
residents of Sector D-12/1 &2, Islamabad;

(b) whether it is also a fact that the drinking water has not so far
been supplied to sub-sectors of the said Sector;

(c) if the answers to part (a) and (b) above are in the affirmative,
the reasons thereof; and

(d) the time by which water will be supplied to the residents of said
sub-sectors?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) Yes, it is fact that drinking
water is being supplied to the residents of sub-sectors D-12/1 & 2.
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(b) It is fact that the drinking water to sub-sectors D-12/3 & D-12/4 is
not being supplied due to non-completion of development work.

(c) Water supply network is under completion.

(d) Water will be supplied to the residents of sub-sector D-12/3 & D-12/4
within two months on completion of development work.

59. Sheikh Salahuddin:
(Deferred during 50th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a water course/nullah in Sector G-7/3-2
and G-7/3-3 near Masjid Al-Falah, Islamabad is blocked since
long; if so, the reasons thereof;

(b) the steps being taken to make said water course/nullah
functional; and

(c) whether it is also a fact that bridge on the said water course/
nullah is in a dilapidated condition at present; if so, the time by
which it will be reconstructed?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) There is a depression of
area near Masjid Alfalah and not a nullah. The rain water is deposited in the
depression. The depression area is filled by local community / residents of the
Kachi Abadi which has been converted in to pedestrian path way between the
two subsectors.

(b) No step has been taken as there is no access for disposal of the rain
water due to Kachi Abadi in the downstream.

(c) A pedestrian crossing / causeway was constructed over a local
depression (ditch) between Sector G7/3-2 and G7/3-3 in early seventies. Over
the passage of time residents of area have filled the said depression to create the
temporary vehicular access. As this is not a designated nullah in the sector plan,
therefore no bridge can be constructed.
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60. Ms. Naeema Kishwar Khan:
(Deferred during 50th Session)

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the Jammu and Kashmir Cooperative
Housing Society, Islamabad has no NOC for the Development of
land in Zone-V; if so, the details thereof;

(b) whether it is also a fact that the fine of Rs.600000/- has been
imposed on Ms.Fazeela Mumtaz, Membership No. 12504 by the
said Society; if so, the reasons alongwith the details thereof;

(c) the detail of fine of members written off by the said
Society alongwith the payment-wise detail thereof; and

(d) whether there is any intention to write off the fine of Ms. Fazeela
Mumtaz; if not, the reasons thereof?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) It is a fact that the Jammu
& Kashmir Cooperative Housing Society, Islamabad has no NOC from CDA for
the development of land in Zone-V due to the reason that the requisite conditions
/ formalities for issuance of NOC were not completed by the Society and the
matter is under process with CDA.

(b) A fine / escalation of Rs. 623,000/- has been imposed on the MS #
No. 12504 alongwith other defaulter members due to the reason that majority of
members of this project did not deposit the requisite dues of Society in time and
the development of the project delayed.

(c) Nil

(d) There is no such proposal under consideration to write of the fine /
escalation of Ms. Fazeela Mumtaz due to the reason that fine / escalation has been
imposed on all defaulter members and no exception is allowed in this regard.

24. Ms. Sajida Begum:

Will the Minister for Statistics be pleased to state the district and
gender-wise total number of persons in Azad Jammu and Kashmir
according to the recent population census?
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Minister for Statistics (Mr. Kamran Michael): As per decision of the
Council of Common Interests (CCI), the Population and Housing Census has
been conducted from 15th March, 2017 to 24th May, 2017 throughout the country
including Azad Jammu & Kashmir (AJ&K).

However, it is informed that population data of Census-2017 pertaining
to AJ&K is restricted for official use only. This data is supplied to the government
departments / organizations on prior production of certificate, duly signed by the
head of the department, that the census data will be used only for official purpose
and will not be passed on to any individual / department / organization either
private or government.

25. Mr. Siraj Muhammad Khan:

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state whether it is a fact
that the Prime Minister’s Assistance Package for families of the
Government employees who die in service is being implemented in
the National Database and Registration Authority at present?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): As per Establishment Division
vide letter No. 8/1/2012-E-2(PT) dated 16th Jan 2012 (copy attached).
Autonomous Bodies like NADRA are not covered under this package. However,
NADRA has adopted “Lump Sum Grant” in case of in service death for its
employees as mentioned in Prime Minister’s Assistance Package. In this regard
an office order has been issued and attached as ready reference (copy attached).

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library).

26. Ms. Nighat Parveen Mir:

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the Metropolitan Corporation
Islamabad has allocated water tankers for Sector I-8/2,
Islamabad; if so, the numbers thereof;

(b) the total number of houses to which water is being supplied
daily by said tankers alongwith the details thereof;
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(c) the total number of complaints being lodged daily for supply of
water in said Sector;

(d) the number of houses of said Sector to which water is being
supplied daily as a result of said complaints;

(e) the details of complaints lodged for supply of water to said Sector
during the period from 1st November, 2017 to 30th November,
2017;

(f) the number of persons to whom water was not supplied as per
said complaints during the said period; and

(g) the steps taken to ensure the water supply to the residents of
said Sector?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) It is stated that two (02)
Numbers Water tankers have been allocated for attending public complaints of
Sector 1-8.

(b) Water to 10 to 15 numbers houses /complaints through tankers is
being supplied daily.

(c) The total 15 numbers (average) complaints are being lodged daily
by the residents of said sector.

(d) Water through tankers to the total 15 numbers of houses of said
sector has been supplied daily.

(e) The total 452 numbers complaints have been lodged by the residents
of said sector during the period from 1st Nov. to 30th Nov. 2017.

(f) Water to all the complaints has been provided through tanker service.

(g) The operation & maintenance of defective tube wells / tankers are
being carried out to assure supply of water to the residents of said sector.

27. Ms. Nighat Parveen Mir:

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that water is not being supplied to the residents
of the Street No.40, Sector I-8/2, Islamabad since long; if so,
the reasons thereof;



26

(b) the total number of complaints registered in this regard during
the year 2017;

(c) whether notice has been taken against said complaints; if so,
the details; if not, the reasons thereof; and

(d) whether action has been taken against the officers responsible for
said suspension of water supply; if so, the details; if not, the
time by which it will be taken?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) Water is being supplied
to all the streets including Street No. 40 of Sector 1-8/2, Islamabad for duration
of 2 1/2 to 3 hours on daily basis. However, sometimes supply may be affected
due to leakage in the line or power break down/ electrical / mechanical faults at
the tube wells/ pumping stations.

(b) 2399 complaints have been registered during the year 2017.

(c) Water to the complainants has been provided through tanker service
after receipt of complaint on first come first serve basis.

(d) Water shortage has mainly occurred due to technical defects in tube
wells/pumps, power break down etc, hence no action has been taken against the
officers. A proposal for installation of new tube wells in the vicinity of sector I-8 as
under implementation of W & S(Dev) directorate being the custodian of work.

28. Ms. Saman Sultana Jaffri:

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state whether there is any
proposal under consideration of the Government to install a new
tube well near Park/Khan Market, Sector G-10/3, Islamabad in near
future; if so, when it will be installed; if not, the reasons thereof?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): Currently there is no proposal
under consideration of the government to install a new tube well near Park / Khan
Market, Sector G-10/3, Islamabad. It may be installed after having done ERS
test for checking underground water availability.
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29. Ms. Tahira Aurangzeb:

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to refer to the Starred Question
No.126 replied on 08-12-2017 and to state:

(a) the name of country from where three pumping motors for the
supply of water from Dams to Islamabad will be imported
alongwith the expenditures to be incurred thereon;

(b) the names of officers who attended the meetings held for the
import of said pumping motors alongwith the details of
expenditures incurred on said meetings;

(c) the date-wise meeting held therefor so far;

(d) the time by which the said matter is intended to be completed;

(e) the capacity in horse power of the said motors;

(f) the quantum of water to be supplied by said motors in one day;

(g) the locations where the said motors will be installed and the
time by which the same will be installed; and

(h) the capacity in horse power of the old water motors alongwith
its capacity to supply water?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g)
and (h) At present neither any work regarding supply / procurement of pumping
motors has been awarded nor any meeting held in this connection so far.

30. Ms. Naseema Hafeez Panezai:

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that NADRA and Passport Office Tehkal,
Peshawar have acquired land for its parking without inviting
bids; if so, the reasons thereof; and

(b) the remedial steps are being taken in this regard?
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Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) NADRA did not acquire
any land for parking. However, a building for EPO and Mega centre Peshawar
was hired alongwith its parking space as per NADRA Hiring Policy 2015 in vogue.
Due procedures applicable on such hiring were followed.

(b) Nil

31. Mr. Jamshed Ahmad Dasti:

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Ministry/concerned departments have taken notice
of extortion under the name of parking/adda fee at Kallar
Syedan Road, Rawat, Islamabad; if so, the details thereof; and

(b) whether the Ministry/concerned departments have failed to
control the same; if so, this is amount to abet the people who do
this illegal practice; and

(c) the steps being taken in this regard?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) Extortion on the name of
parking fee is not reported by concerned department.

(b) & (c)   Not applicable

32. Ms. Khalida Mansoor:

Will the Minister for Interior be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the Tramari Chowk, Islamabad is not
being cleaned and garbage are lying on the sides of the road
and the drainage lines are choked thereby;

(b) if so, the time by which the same will be removed from said
Chowk to School stop?

Minister for Interior (Mr. Ahsan Iqbal): (a) No. The cleaning and
removal of garbage is being carried periodically once a weak.

(b) The area from Taramari Chowk to School Stop is thickly populated,
commercial area. Nearby residents throw garbage into open drains, resultantly
open drains get chocked/ blocked. However, it is cleared within 15 days. The
garbage removal is being managed / collected by placing garbage Trolleys along
road which are emptied by Compactor Machinery on daily basis.
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33. Mr. Muhammad Muzammil Qureshi:

Will the Minister for Statistics be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that some posts of drivers of the Statistics
Division have been downgraded from BPS-5 to BPS-4 during
the year 2009;

(b) if reply to part (a) above is in the affirmative, the reasons thereof;
and

(c) the rules adopted therefor?

Minister for Statistics (Mr. Kamran Michael): (a) No such posts of
Driver for BS-5 to BS-4 are downgraded in Statistics Division during the year
2009. However, the information furnished by the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics
(PBS), an attached department of this Division, is as under:

(b) M/s Akbar Ali, Muhammad Bilal, Anees Muhammad, Muhammad
Faraz and Muhammad Karim were appointed as Drivers in BS-05 in the year 2009
on contract basis in Pakistan Social & Living Standard Measurement Project (PSLM)
under Federal Government on Standard terms & conditions. Their appointment
were made in BS-05 erroneously which has been corrected in BS-04 vide office
order dated 08-12-2017 (Annex-I) as per exiting rules of recruitment of Drivers
(Annex-II).

(c) PSLM Project was regularized w.e.f. 01-07-2015. Service books
of PSLM staff were sent to AGPR including the service book of Mr. Akbar Ali,
Driver for verification. In response, Accounts Officer of AGPR raised the objection
that “Pay of the official may be fixed in BS-04 instead of BS 05 as the post of
Driver has not been upgraded. Over payment may also be worked out and
recovered from the pay of official” (Annex-III).

The appointments of employees working in PSLM were made according
to the standard terms & condition of Federal Government (Contract Employment).

(Annexures have been placed in the National Assembly Library)

ISLAMABAD: QAMAR SOHAIL LODHI,
The 16th January, 2018. Acting Secretary.

PCPPI—  92(2018) NA—16-01-2018—650.
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