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(48th Session)

NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY  SECRETARIAT

————

“QUESTIONS FOR ORAL  ANSWERS  AND THEIR REPLIES”

to be asked at a sitting of the National Assembly to be held on

Thursday, the 2nd November, 2017

156. *Ms. Nighat Parveen Mir:
(Deferred from 46th Session)

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state the
year and country-wise bottled and canned milk imported during the
last three years alongwith the animals to which it was related?

Minister for Commerce and Textile (Mr. Muhammad Pervaiz Malik):
Milk is imported in Pakistan in various forms, packaging and in different
compositions. The quantity and value of milk imported during the last three years
is tabulated as under:
——————————————————————————————

Year Quantity (MT) Import Value (PKR Billion)
——————————————————————————————

2014-15 61,211 18.25

2015-16 68,247 17.78

2016-17 56,291 13.86
——————————————————————————————
Source: PRAL (FBR)

The year and country-wise detail of bottled and canned milk imported during
the last three years (FY-2014-15, 2015-16 and 2016-17) is attached as Annex-A.

Computerized customs clearance system does not capture information/
data of the animals to which the imported milk is related.
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158. *Shaikh Rohale Asghar:
(Deferred from 46th Session)

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state the
steps taken by the present Government to increase trade relations
with Senegal since June, 2013?

Minister for Commerce and Textile (Mr. Muhammad Pervaiz Malik):
Pakistan attaches high importance to its trade relations with Senegal. However,
the volume of bilateral trade is far below from its potential. The bilateral trade is
between US $ 40.00 million to US $ 50.00 million for the last several years. The
detail of Pakistan and Senegal of last few years as under:
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US$ Million
——————————————————————————————

Pakistan’s Pakistan’s Total Balance
Years Exports Imports

——————————————————————————————
2011-12 36.310 8.421 44.731 27.889
2012-13 40.543 9.322 49.865 31.221
2013-14 06.604 8.624 15.228 -2.020
2014-15 36.805 4.088 40.893 32.716
2015-16 30.580 1.752 32.332 28.828
2016-17 15.23 0.74 15.97 14.49
July-April

——————————————————————————————
The Ministry of Commerce has taken multiple initiatives to enhance trade

between the two countries. Following steps have been taken by the present
Government to increase trade relations with Senegal:

1. Inaugural Session of Pak-Senegal JMC was held on 20-21st July,
2017 at Dakar, Senegal chaired by Minister for Commerce from
Pakistan side, in which important decisions were made by both sides
to increase trade volume between the two countries.

2. Ministry of Commerce facilitated signing of MOU on the establishment
of Joint Business Council (JBC) between Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FPCCI) and Union of
Chambers of Commerce & Industry and Agriculture of Senegal with
the hope to enhance interaction and cooperation between private
sectors of both countries on sidelines of JMC.

3. TDAP has relaxed the hospitality criteria for delegates from African
countries including Senegal to attract more delegates and to ensure
better participation from Africa in the upcoming Expo Pakistan 2017
to be held from 9-12 November, 2017.

4. Ministry of Commerce in consultation with its allied departments has
prepared a comprehensive policy plan ‘Look Africa’ to give priority
to Africa including Senegal for enhancement of Pakistan Africa Trade.

5. TDAP/MOC will arrange Priority Africa for trade seminars in
major cities of Pakistan.
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6. TDAP will provide special subsidy (80-90%) to Pakistani companies
to encourage their participation in trade exhibitions in Africa including
Senegal and TDAP will sponsor delegations to and from Africa on
regular basis.

7. Pakistan and Senegal agreed to address the difficulties of trade
between the two countries; the Pakistan side has sought Senegal’s
support to establish a trade partnership with the Economic Community
of West African States (ECOWAS) and the West African Economic
and Monetary Union (WAEMU).

8. The Pakistani side proposed to the Senegalese side in JMC meeting,
the establishment of a Joint Working Group (JWG) on trade with the
view of planning, implementing and monitoring plans and objectives
in this area. The composition of JWG on trade from Pakistan side
has been shared with Senegal.

9. TDAP will participate in Dakar International Trade Fair to be held in
December, 2017 to showcase Pakistan’s Products.

163. *Ms. Khalida Mansoor:
(Deferred from 46th Session)

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state:

(a) the names of countries except Afghanistan with
which agreements of Free Trade have been signed by Pakistan
since June, 2013; and

(b) the names of countries with which the agreements of Free
Trade to be signed in the near future?

Minister for Commerce and Textile (Mr. Muhammad Pervaiz Malik):
(a) Pakistan has not signed any Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with any country
since June, 2013.

(b) Government of Pakistan is negotiating Free Trade Agreements with
Thailand and Turkey which will be signed after conclusion of negotiations.



5

166. *Dr. Fouzia Hameed:
(Deferred from 46th Session)

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state the
targets fixed and achieved by the Ministry and its attached/sub-ordinate
departments during the last four years for exploring new international
markets and organizing exhibitions of Pakistani products abroad?

Minister for Commerce and Textile (Mr. Muhammad Pervaiz Malik):
Commerce Division announced a three years Strategic Trade Policy Framework
(STPF) 2015-18, which envisaged many initiatives for promotion of Pakistan
trade. The initiatives, inter-alia, included;

(a) Enhancing Share in Existing Markets
(b) Sustaining GSP Plus in European Union
(c) Exploring New Markets
(d) Participation in trade fairs/exhibitions.

(a)  Enhancing Share in Existing Markets

(i) China-Pak Free Trade Agreement (CPFTA)

China-Pakistan Free Trade Agreement (CPFTA) on Trade in Goods
was signed on 24th November, 2006 and implemented on 1st July 2007.
Agreement on Trade in Services was signed on 21st February 2009
and is operational from 10th October 2009. Phase-I of CPFTA completed
in 2012 with unequal gain for Pakistan. Pakistan’s exports increased by
139% and china’s by 239% since 2007-08.

Negotiations for the 2nd phase of CPFTA are under way. Pakistan
has raised its concerns on widening trade deficit and erosion of trade
preferences. China has agreed to favourably consider elimination of
tariff, on priority, on products of Pakistan’s export interest.

(ii) Pak-Malaysia FTA

The Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement (FTA) for Closer
Economic Partnership between Pakistan and Malaysia was signed
on 8th November, 2007 and became effective from 1st January,
2008. Under Malaysia-Pakistan Closer Economic Partnership
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Agreement (MPCEPA), a Joint Committee has been established to
review the implementation and operation of this agreement. During
the review meetings, both sides discussed the impact of existing
arrangement and agreed to further deepen concessions on items of
each other’s export interest. Both sides have shared items of each
other’s interest.

(iii) Pak-Indonesia PTA

Under the umbrella of Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA), Indonesia and Pakistan agreed to initially sign a
Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA). The PTA was signed on 3rd
February, 2012 and was operationalized on 1st September, 2013.
During the first review meeting of Pak-Indonesia PTA in August,
2016, Pakistan side expressed concern over balance of trade being
heavily skewed in favour of Indonesian side. During the last round
held in August 2017, Indonesia agreed for following: to allow import
of kinnow for entire season; to allow import of mangoes from
Pakistan-the only country given such permission; to eliminate duty
on two textile products from Pakistan; and, to consider positively
reducing tariff on 20 products of Pakistan’s export interest.

(iv) Pak-Sri Lanka FTA

Pakistan concluded a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with Sri Lanka
on 1st August, 2002. And became operational from 12th June, 2005.
Under the FTA, Sri Lanka and Pakistan have agreed to offer
preferential market access to each other’s exports by way of granting
tariff concessions. The 6th technical level meeting was chaired by
the Commerce Secretaries of two countries in Colombo on
4th January, 2016 in which the prospects of broadening the scope of
FTA by including chapters on Services and Investments were
discussed and agreed, in principle. Consequently, Pakistan shared
draft chapters on services and investment with Sri Lanka.

(b) Sustaining GSP Plus in European Union

As a result of qualification for GSP+ scheme, Pakistani products are
enjoying duty free access in European Union since lst January, 2014.
As a result of this arrangement Pakistan’s export to EU have



7

increased from 4.54 billion Euros in 2013 to 6.29 billion Euros in
2016. This represents an increase of more than 38%.

This arrangement has helped Pakistani products to compete
successfully with similar products originating from other competing
countries.

(c) Exploring New Markets

(i) Pakistan Thailand FTA

The Cabinet accorded approval to initiate negotiations on Pak-
Thailand FTA (PATHFTA) in its meeting on 24th August, 2015.

Eight rounds of negotiations have been held so far.

Both sides have completed the text of the agreement, shared their
respective initial request lists and tariff reduction modalities. Efforts
are being made to conclude Free Trade Agreement by end 2017.

(ii) Pakistan-Turkey FTA

Government of Pakistan is in process of negotiating comprehensive
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with Turkey to remove barriers to its
exports in Turkish Market. This FTA covers trade in goods, trade in
services and chapter on Investment. So far seven rounds of
negotiations have been held. Efforts are being made for an early
conclusion of FTA.

(iii) Pak-Korea FTA

Both sides have concluded a feasibility to explore the possibility of a
Free Trade Agreement between the two countries. The joint
recommendation prepared by both sides suggest on Free Trade
Agreement between the two sides.

(d) Participation in trade fairs/exhibitions

In order to explore new markets for export of Pakistani products,
Trade Development Authority of Pakistan participated in various trade
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exhibitions. A list of trade exhibitions in which Pakistan participated
in last four years is annexed.

Besides, TDAP holds Expo Pakistan annually in Karachi to showcase
Pakistani products. Delegates and business Community from other
countries participate in it. The expo Pakistan will be held in November
this year.

Besides TDAP, holds Single Country Exhibition in Colombo, Sri
Lanka every year to showcase Pakistani products.

TDAP also held a Single Country Exhibition in Kazakhstan with the
name of Expo Astana, this year.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library).

169. *Ms. Asyia Naz Tanoli:
(Deferred from 46th Session)

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state:

(a) the names of those countries with which Pakistan has signed
profitable FTAs during the last four years; and

(b) the names of those countries with which Pakistan has signed
profitable PTAs during the said period?

Minister for Commerce and Textile (Mr. Muhammad Pervaiz Malik):
(a) Pakistan has not signed any Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with any country
during the last four years.

(b) Pakistan has signed a PTA with Indonesia in 2013. Trade deficit
between the two countries has widened in favour of Indonesia during the said
period, as import of palm oil shifted from Malaysia to Indonesia. Pakistan is
presently conducting a review of the PTA with Indonesian side and efforts are at
hand to rectify the widening trade deficit.
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29. *Ms. Shagufta Jumani:
(Deferred from 46th Session)

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state whether
the Government is considering any extension of long term finance
facility to support textile exports at large scale?

Minister for Commerce and Textile (Mr. Muhammad Pervaiz Malik):
The State Bank of Pakistan has been operating Long Term-Financing Facility
(LTFF) to facilitate export growth. The loans are available up to ten years (including
two years grace period) for import of machinery as well as locally manufactured
machinery. The support is available to textiles value chain i.e. ginning, spinning,
fabrics, made ups, towels, art silk & synthetic textiles and regeneration of textile
wastes. The LTFF is available for large scale textile industry and also for SMEs at
the rate of 5%.

20. *Dr. Nafisa Shah:
(Deferred from 47th Session)

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state the
steps taken by the Government to encourage Chinese manufacturers
to relocate part of their production to Pakistan or integrate Pakistan-
made parts and intermediate goods in their final assembly line by
using the Free Trade Agreement?

Minister for Commerce and Textile (Mr. Muhammad Pervaiz Malik):
The China Pakistan Free Trade Agreement covering goods and investment was
signed on 24th November, 2006, and implemented from 1st July 2007.

Under the FTA, concessions were obtained in raw materials and
intermediate goods so that Pakistan could become part of the Chinese value chains.
As a result, exports of Pakistan increased from US$ 575 Million in the year 2006-07,
to US$ 1463 Million in 2016-17 registering an increase of 154%.

Presently, Ministry of Commerce is negotiating 2nd Phase of the FTA.
The focus is on exchanging concessions in such areas where the strengths of the
two countries complement each other thereby encouraging intra-industry trade.
Furthermore, concessions are also being requested in the Chinese “Sunset” industrial
sectors which would incentivize Chinese investors to relocate their production
facilities in Pakistan.

During the 8th round of negotiations of the 2nd Phase of CPFTA held on
September 14-15, 2017 in Beijing, the Pakistan side made a detailed presentation
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on the investment opportunities in Pakistan and highlighted the incentives available
under the various schemes. The Chinese side was requested to consider the
relocation of export oriented Chinese Industry into Pakistan in sectors like
Garments, Solar Panels, Mobile Phones, Electrical Equipment, Electronic and
Food processing. The Chinese side appreciated Pakistan’s proposal and agreed
to share the same with the relevant authorities to facilitate re-location of industry
into Pakistan.

1. *Ms. Shaista Pervaiz:

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state the
steps being taken by the Government to stop dumping of non-essential
imports into Pakistan which are causing losses to the local industries
of the country?

Minister for Commerce and Textile (Mr. Muhammad Pervaiz Malik):
During last 05 years, the National Tariff Commission Ministry of Commerce has
initiated 43 anti-dumping cases. The Commission finalized / terminated 23 cases
by imposing anti-dumping duties on various imported products to save the local
industry of Pakistan. Furthermore, 20 cases are under process in the Commission.

2. *Ms. Khalida Mansoor:

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state the
volume of trade between Pakistan and Belarus at present?

Minister for Commerce and Textile (Mr. Muhammad Pervaiz Malik):
The volume of trade between Pakistan and Belarus for the last 5 years is following

USD 000
——————————————————————————————

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
——————————————————————————————

Exports 479 569 572 407 479
Imports 90,720 20,930 33,778 33,704 37,284

——————————————————————————————
3. *Mr. Waseem Akhtar Shaikh:

Will the Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource
Development be pleased to state:
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(a) whether it is a fact that the contributions being received by the
Employees Old-Age Benefits Institution (EOBI) are less than the
amount being handed out in pension payments annually;

(b) if the answer to part (a) above is in the affirmative, whether
there is any proposal under consideration of the Government to
take action against the responsibles including the present
Chairman of the EOBI within two months; if so, the details; if
not, the reasons thereof?

Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource Development
(Pir Syed Saddaruddin Shah Rashidi): (a) Annual contributions collected by
Employees’ Old-Age Benefits Institution (EOBI) and pension payments disbursed
by the Institution during the last five financial years is as follows:

(Rs. In million)
——————————————————————————————

Year Contribution Pension Excess/Deficit
Collected Disbursed

——————————————————————————————
2012-13 10,846 (13,891) (3,045)
2013-14 12,727 (14,717) (1,990)
2014-15 13,007 (16,320)  (3,313)
2015-16 15,335 (22,848)  (7,513)
2016-17 18,330 (24,209) (5,879)

——————————————————————————————
(b) The incumbent Chairman EOBI as assumed the charge on 13-01-2017.

During his period, the deficit has been reduced from Rs. 7.513 billion to Rs. 5.879
billion. However the reasons for the deficit in contribution collection and pension
disbursement are as under;

(i) EOBI pension is increase on the basis of actuarial valuation of EOB
Fund. The actuarial in its last report did not recommend the increase
of pension. But the Government has increased the Minimum pension
from Rs. 3600/- per month to Rs.5250/- per month on humanitarian
ground in April, 2015. The annual financial impact of increased pension
is Rs.6.667 billion.

(ii) The amendment made in EOB Act, 1976 during 2005-2008 through
Finance Acts have been declared unlawful by the Supreme Court of



12

Pakistan in its judgment dated 10-11-2016. The major implications
of above judgment are as follows:

(a) The Establishment having less than 10 persons have now gone
out of the ambit of EOB Act;

(b) All banks and banking companies become exempted from the
net of EOBI; and

(c) The rate of contribution from employees been reduced from
1% of minimum wages to Rs.20/- per month

The Ministry has proposed a legislation to protect contributions
already received upto 2016 to avoid refund.

(iii) Number of pensioner are being increased at an average of 40,000
annually.

(iv) After 18th constitutional amendments, the Sindh Government has
enacted its own EOB Act, 2014. Under which the Federal EOB
Act, 1976 has been repealed upto the extent of the Sindh Province.
The Establishment based in Sindh are, therefore, reluctant to pay its
contribution towards Federal EOBI.

(v) However, despite all these adverse conditions, EOBI was able to
increase its contribution collection up to 20% in 2016-17 from the
previous year 201516.

(vi) In order to resolve post devolution issues relating to EOBI and WWF,
the matter has been referred to CCI.

4. *Ms. Musarat Rafique Mahesar:

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state:

(a) the contribution of the industry in exports of the country during
the last five years; and

(b) the steps taken by the Government to improve the overall exports
of the country since June, 2013?
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Minister for Commerce and Textile (Mr. Muhammad Pervaiz Malik):
(a) Contribution of Industry in Exports during last 5 years

Source: PBS
Unit: Million USD

——————————————————————————————
Industry FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017

——————————————————————————————
Textile 13,059.9 13,720.1 13,473.0 12,465.1 12,452.5

Petroleum 28.4 721.4 821.9 161.8 190.1
Group & Coal

Other 5,123.2 4,654.2 3,836.0 3,227.7 3,095.4
manufactures

Chemicals & 874.4 1,171.5 980.8 803.5 878.5
pharmaceutical

Engineering 289.0 321.1 224.0 188.1 175.3
Goods

Total Exports 19,374.9 20,588.3 19,335.7 16,846.2 16,791.8
from Industry

Total Export 24,460.5 25,109.6 23,667.3 20,786.5 20,447.7
——————————————————————————————

(b) The following steps have been taken by the government to improve
the overall exports of the Country since 2013:

i. To enhance export competitiveness, the Government announced an
Export Enhancement Package of PKR 180 billion for exporting
business community, which is applicable for nearly 18 months from
16th January, 2017 to 30th June, 2018. This incentive for 2017-18
would be available to those exporters who would achieve an increase
of 10% in annual exports. Out of the total annual allocation, an amount
of PKR 107.5 billion has been allocated to the textile sector (PKR
87.5 billion for Draw Backs and PKR 20 billion for withdrawal of
duties/taxes on import of cotton and machinery). An amount of PKR
12.5 billion is the annual allocation for Draw Backs on export of
non-textiles (other value added sectors).
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ii. To further facilitate the Exporters, the existing package has been
enhanced further vide Economic Co-ordination Committee (ECC)
of the Cabinet decision dated 6th October 2017. The salient features
are as under:

a. 50 percent of the rate of incentive for the eligible textile and
non-textile sectors already announced in the PM package shall
be provided on the same terms as for the period January to
June, 2017 i.e. without condition of increment.

b. Remaining 50 percent of the rate of incentive shall be provided,
if the exporter achieves an increase of 10 percent or more in
exports as compared to corresponding period of the last year

c. An additional 2% drawback shall be provided to nontraditional
markets i.e. Africa, Latin  America, non-EU European countries,
Commonwealth of Independent States and Oceania as the same
condition as in sub-para (a) and (b).

iii. Under the Strategic Trade Policy Framework (STPF), 2015-18, a
total of Rs. 6 billion is allocated in the current year for export sector
development. The initiatives inter-alia include:

a. Technology Up-gradation: An incentive for technology
up-gradation in the shape of investment support of 20% and
mark-up support of 50% upto a maximum of Rs. 1 (one) Million
per annum per company for import of new plant and machinery.

b. Product Development: Matching grant upto a maximum of
Rs. 5 (five) Million for specified plant and machinery or specified
items to improve product design and encourage innovation in
SMEs and export sectors of leather, pharmaceutical and
fisheries.

c. Branding & Certification Development Support: Matching
grant to facilitate the branding and certification for faster growth
of the SME and export sector in Pakistan’s economy through
Intellectual Property Registration (including trade and service
marks), Certification and Accreditation.
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d. Draw-back for local taxes and levies (DLTL): DLTL is
being given to exporters on free on board (FOB) values of
their enhanced exports if increased by 10% and beyond (over
last year’s exports) at the rate of 4% on increased exports.

iv. For export promotion and enhancing product diversification in the
value added sectors, the Strategic Trade Policy Framework (STPF),
2012-15 announced the following initiatives:

a. Marketing Development Assistance for Regional countries

b. Encouraging opening of retail outlets abroad

c. Subsidizing 50% Cost of Plant and Machinery for Dates and
Olive Processing

d. Subsidizing 50% cost of plant and machinery for establishing
processing plants for fruits and vegetables in Gilgit - Baltistan (GB)

e. Mark-up subsidy @ 50% of the prevailing mark-up rate, for
setting up of Meat processing plants in bordering provinces

f. Mark-up subsidy @ 100% of the prevailing mark-up rate and
50 % subsidy for wire saw cutting machinery to reduce wastages
for establishing mining and processing in KPK, GB and
Baluchistan

v. Availability of affordable finance for the export sector provided by
maintaining the discount rate at 5.75%, whereas, the Export Finance
Rate is currently at 3%.

vi. EXIM Bank is being established to facilitate export credit and for
reducing cost of borrowing for exporting sectors on long term basis.
This will also reduce their risks through export credit guarantees and
insurance facilities.

vii. Federal Cabinet has approved resumption of banking channels
between State Bank of Pakistan and Central Bank of Iran, which
will boost Pak rice exports substantially.
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viii. There is consistent effort for negotiating additional market access for
Pakistani products in the target markets — FTA negotiations with
Turkey and Thailand are at any advanced stage, negotiations with
Iran on FTA are being initiated, and a joint research study to assess
the potential for a preferential arrangement with Korea is underway.

ix. To further diversity export markets, a “Look Africa” policy has been
launched by the Ministry of Commerce to promote and facilitate
trade to new markets.

@5. *Ms. Aisha Syed:

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) the grounds on which Government grants custody of children
to the different families in European Countries; and

(b) whether it is a fact that if it happens with any other country’s
people their Government takes stand about them but our
Ministry keeps silent in this regard; if so, the reasons thereof?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Khawaja Muhammad Asif): (a) The
cases of custody of children are dealt on the advice/guidance of Law Division and
due consultation with the Ministry of Interior. Since Ministry of Foreign Affairs has
no legal purview in matters pertaining to private persons’ cases of family and
custody of minors, such matters are referred to concerned departments and
responses are submitted in courts accordingly.

Pakistan is signatory to The Hague Convention on Civil Aspects of
International Child Abduction (1980). The advice/guidance of Law Division in
light of this convention is followed while dealing with such cases.

(b) Ministry of Foreign Affairs accords utmost priority to facilitate and
help Overseas Pakistanis. It is worth mentioning that all matters involving foreign
governments are subject to local laws and authority of that Government. Custody
cases of minors generally pertain to nationality, citizenship & naturalization of the
child as well as physical custody by either of the parents. These subjects come
under the jurisdiction of Ministry of Interior and orders of the relevant Court.
——————————————————————————————
@ Transferred from Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource Development Division.
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6. *Ms. Suraiya Jatoi:

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a trade agreement is going to be
signed with Vietnam; if so, the details thereof;

(b) whether it is also a fact that the said agreement will lead to
imports of expensive value added products and exports of cheap
resource-based goods; and

(c) how said agreement will become economically beneficial for the
country?

Minister for Commerce and Textile (Mr. Muhammad Pervaiz Malik):
(a) At present, no Trade Agreement between Pakistan and Vietnam is being signed.
However, during the Fourth Round of the Joint Trade Commission, held in Islamabad
on 4th, 5th October 2017, both sides agreed to explore the possibility of signing a
Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA). In this regard it has been agreed to exchange
lists of respective priority items of export interest to gauge complementarities and
feasibility of a PTA.

(b) Since, the lists of priority items is yet to be exchanged and then
undergo analysis, it is premature to comment as to whether the proposed Agreement
would lead to import of value added products and export of resource based
goods. However, as a general principle, finished goods are protected in FTAs/
PTAs especially the ones being locally manufactured, while concessions are granted
on raw materials and intermediary goods to benefit the local industry and promote
value addition.

(c) The projections on economic gains of the Agreement can only be
made after a detailed analysis of the priority items.

7. *Ms. Munaza Hassan:

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Pakistan is losing its export markets,
with  particular reference to its value-added exports especially
in textile sector; if so, the reasons thereof;
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(b) the volume of the country exports with particular reference to
textile exports during the last four years alongwith year wise
breakup thereof; and

(c) the steps taken by the present Government to make the country
a trading hub?

Minister for Commerce and Textile (Mr. Muhammad Pervaiz Malik):
(a) Textile exports has increased by 0.04% in 2016-17 compared to 2015-16;

 Month on Month, September 2017-18 textile exports imcreased by
12.44% compared to september 2016-17

 Month on Month, August 2017-18 textile exports increased by 8.55%
compared to August 2016-17

 Month on Month, July 2017-18 textile export increased by 2.78%
compared to July 2016-17

 July-September 2017-18 textile exports increased by 7.91%
compared to July-September 2016-17

Textile Exports July-June 216-17 compared to July-June 2015-16 in terms of
value Million $:
——————————————————————————————

Sr. No. Sub-Sector July-June July-June % increase/
2016-17 2015-16 decrease

——————————————————————————————
1 Cotton 43 77 -44
2 Cotton Yarn 1,243 1,261 -2
3 Cotton Cloth 2,120 2,214 -4
4 Knitwear 2,362 2,364 -0.7
5 Bedwear 2,133 2,019 6
6 Towel 786 803 -2
7 Readymade

Garments 2,317 2,195 6
8 Others 1,449 1,514 -4

——————————————————————————————
Total 12,453 12,447 0.04

——————————————————————————————
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(b)
——————————————————————————————

Sr. Sub-Sector July-June July-June July-June July-June July-June
2016-17 2015-16 2014-15 2013-14 2012-13

—————————————————————————————————————
1 Cotton (MT) 24,976 49,550 94,074 114,794 92,538

2 Cotton Yarn 455,345 447,903 642,052 663,354 737,586

3 Cotton Cloth 1,961 2,106 2,074 2,351 2,160
(Million SQM)

4 Knitwear 113 112 104 116 98
(Million Doz)

5 Bedwear (MT) 353,108 326,574 324,551 316,417 263,572

6 Towel (MT) 182,873 184,479 172,156 171,323 170,114

7 Readymade 35 33 31 30 27
Garments
(Million Doz)

——————————————————————————————
(c) The Prime Minister has announced package in January 2017 for

Textile Industry which is as following:
——————————————————————————————

Sector Duty Drawback
——————————————————————————————

Textile
Garments 7%
Made-ups 6%
Proceed Fabric 5%
Yarn and Greige Fabric 4%

——————————————————————————————
Other Facilities

——————————————————————————————
S# Subject

——————————————————————————————
1 Withdrawal of Custom duty & sales tax on cotton imports (Till July

15th, 2017 in view of domestic cotton arrival)

2 Withdrawal of Custom duty on MMF (other than Polyester)

3 Zero rating of textile machinery imports
——————————————————————————————
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Further, Rs 14billion has been released to State Bank of Pakistan for
disbursement in PM Package.

Amendments in Prime Minister’s Package

a. 50 percent of the rate of drawback shall be provided without
condition of increment.

b. Remaining 50 percent of the rate of drawback shall be provided, if
the exporter achieves an increase of 10% or more in exports during
financial year 2017-18 as compared to the financial year 2016-17.

c. The actual rate of drawback against (b) above shall be determined
on the basis of annual performance of the exporter, but in order to
improve her/his cash flow, the disbursement against (b) above shall
be allowed on the performance during July-December, 2017 subject
to submission of bank guarantee that the exporter will return the
excess amount, in case his/her annual exports are less than the amount
of drawback paid to him/her.

d. An additional 2% drawback shall be allowed for exports to non-
traditional markets — Africa, Latin America, non-EU European
countries, Commonwealth of Independent States and Oceania

e. In order to facilitate the exporters in prompt payment of refunds, it is
also proposed that SB may be instructed to release the amounts of
claims of exporters through the banks immediately upon realization
of export proceeds in cases as per (a) and (d) above, and upon
verification of claims in cases as per (b) and (c) above; SBP may get
re-imbursement from the Finance Division after such payments have
been made. SBP in consultation with the. Commerce Division and
stakeholders shall devise mechanism to ensure prompt clearance of
drawback claims in compliance of this decision.

Notification in this regard has been issued on 20th October, 2017.

The Government has offered various incentives and details are as follows;

• Sales Tax of five export oriented sectors namely textile, leather, sports
goods, surgical goods and carpets has been made part of zero rated
tax regime from July 1, 2016.
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• Technology Up-gradation Fund (TUF) Scheme for the textile sector
has been notified w.e.f.  July 1st, 2016.

• The facility of Duty free import of textile machinery is continued.

• The mark-up rates on Export Refinance Facility, has been brought
down to 3.0%.

• Long Term Finance Facility is continued at 5%. Ginning and Spinning
have also been included

• Enactment of Plant Breeder Right Bill

8. *Ms. Shakila Luqman:

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state the year-wise
total number of prisoners released by the Government of Pakistan having
Nationality of India and Bangladesh separately since June, 2013?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Khawaja Muhammad Asif):

India:

According to the data shared by Ministry of Interior, a total of 1321 Indian
civilian/fishermen prisoners were released by Government of Pakistan from
2013 to date. Year wise data is submitted as follows:

Statement Showing Release of Indian Civilian/Fishermen Prisoners
(Year-Wise Statement)

——————————————————————————————
Sr. No. Year Indian Prisoners Total

Civilian Fishermen
——————————————————————————————

1. 2013 13 390 403
2. 2014 06 185 191
3. 2015 05 448 453
4. 2016 02 190 192
5. 2017 05 77 82

——————————————————————————————
Total 31 1290 1321

——————————————————————————————
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Bangladesh:

The Ministry of Interior has been requested to furnish the information,
regarding civilian/fishermen prisoners who had Nationality of Bangladesh
and /were released by Government of Pakistan from 2013 to date (copy
of the letter is enclosed). Response from Ministry of Interior is still awaited.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library).

9. *Mr. Muhammad Muzammil Qureshi:

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government has conducted a comprehensive study
to identify reasons behind increasing trade deficit of the country
in the recent years; if so,the details thereof; and

(b) the steps being taken by the Government to identify the weak
areas of said trade deficit, in order to boost the trade of the country?

Minister for Commerce and Textile (Mr. Muhammad Pervaiz Malik):
(a) The Government has different stakeholders to identify he reasons for the increase
in trade deficit. After deliberations with different Government agencies, such as
State Bank of Pakistan and Federal Board of Revenue, the following reasons
have been identified for the trade deficit in recent years:

Imports

i. Demand Driven: Pakistan is a not an oil producing country,
therefore, the demand for petroleum products and raw material is
inflexible. Moreover, lower domestic production necessitated higher
imports of pulses and certain perishable commodities, like garlic,
tomatoes and other vegetables, etc.

ii. Price Driven: There are certain products that showed growth in
imports owing to their higher per unit price as compared to the last
financial year. For instance, per unit price of Palm Oil increased by
16.67%, Pulses by 16.82% and Medical Products by 15.91%. The
upward pressure on prices has resulted in a higher value of the said
imported products.

iii. Investment Driven: The healthy growth in investment in the
construction and energy sector resulted in the influx of Power
Generation Machinery, Construction Machinery, Transport
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Equipment, and Office Machinery and Equipment. Moreover, the
import of vehicles for CPEC related projects and public transport
has also contributed to the overall import bill.

iv. Shift in consumption patterns: The shift from domestically
produced natural gas to LNG is reflective of the change in the
consumption pattern. The 0.65 billion USD additional share of LNG
has increased the imports for the current financial year by 131.50%.
Import of liquefied natural gas (LNG.), started since March 2016,
has added to the import bill. Pakistan is largely dependent on imported
fuels for its energy needs.

Exports

The reasons for lower growth of exports are as follows:

1. Demand Driven: The lower demand for Rice, Leather and Textile
goods from key markets like Saudi Arabia, UAE, and Philippines,
etc has resulted in negative exports growth. The cement exports
continued the downward trend due to high competition in South Africa
and Afghanistan markets and increased domestic consumption.

2. Supply driven: The export of cotton and certain food products has
declined mainly due to low domestic production.

3. Cross Cutting Factors: The following crosscutting issues are further
hampering the exports growth:

• The world exports declined by 3.3% in 2016.

• Low competitiveness and high cost of doing business.

• Narrow export basket — six products account for more than
50% of total exports (fabrics, yarn, knitwear, rice, garments,
bed wear).

• Lack of market diversification — six markets account for more
than 50% of national exports (USA, China, UAE, Afghanistan,
UK, Germany).

• Lack of value addition.

• Policy conflict — Tariff policy and currency appreciation
affecting competitiveness.

(b) The following steps are being taken by the government to control the
trade deficit:
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i. To enhance export competitiveness, the Government announced the
Export Enhancement Package of PKR 180 billion for exporting
business community, which is applicable for nearly 18 months for the
period from 16th January, 2017 to 30th June, 2018. The incentive
for 2017-18 would be available to those exporters who would achieve
an increase of 10% in annual exports. Out of the total annual allocation,
an amount of PKR 107.5 billion has been allocated to textiles sector
(PKR 87.5 billion for Draw Backs and PKR 20 billion for withdrawal
of duties/taxes on import of cotton and machinery), whereas an
amount of PKR 5 billion is the annual allocation for Draw Backs on
export of non-textiles (other value added sectors).

ii. To further facilitate the Exporters, the existing package has been
enhanced further vide Economic Co-ordination Committee (ECC)
of the Cabinet decision dated 6th October 2017. The salient features
are as under:

a. 50 percent of the rate of incentive for the eligible textile and
non-textile sectors already announced in the PM package shall
be provided on the same terms as for the period January to
June, 2017 i.e. without condition of increment.

b. Remaining 50 percent of the rate of incentive shall be provided,
if the exporter achieves an increase of 10 percent or more in
exports as compared to corresponding period of the last year.

c. An additional 2% drawback shall be provided to non-traditional
markets i.e. Africa, Latin America, non-EU European countries,
Commonwealth of Independent States and Oceania as the same
condition as in sub-para (a) and (b).

iii. To address the issue of low quality imports, the Import Policy Order
has been amended, to incorporate safety and health requirements/
quality standards, proposed against different tariff lines, to ensure
that quality and SPS standards are complied with on such imports
vide SRO 1067 (I)/2017 dated 20th October 2017.

iv. To curtail the imports of luxury items and non essential goods,
regulatory duties have been levied on the import of 731 items vide
SRO 1035 (1)/2017 dated 16th October 2017.

v. Under Strategic Trade Policy Framework (STPF), 2015-18, a total
of Rs. 6 billion is allocated for current year for export sector
development. The initiatives inter-alia include:
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a. Technology Up-gradation: An incentive for technology up-
gradation in the shape of investment support of 20% and mark-
up support of 50% upto a maximum of Rs. 1 (one) Million per
annum per company for import of new plant and machinery.

b. Product Development: Matching grant—upto a maximum of
Rs. 5 (five) Million for specified plant and machinery or specified
items to improve product design and encourage innovation in
SMEs and export sectors of leather, pharmaceutical and fisheries.

c. Branding & Certification Development Support: Matching
grant to facilitate the branding and certification for faster growth
of the SME and export sector in Pakistan’s economy through
Intellectual Property Registration (including trade and service
marks), Certification and Accreditation.

d. Draw-back for local taxes and levies (DLTL): DLTL is
being given to exporters on free on board (FOB) values of
their enhanced exports if increased by 10% and beyond (over
last year’s exports) at the rate of 4% on the increased exports.

vi. The availability of affordable finance for the export sector has
considerably improved; the discount rate is maintained at 5.75%,
whereas, the Export Finance Rate is currently at 3% which is the
lowest in a decade.

vii. EXIM Bank is being established to facilitate export credit and for
reducing cost of borrowing for exporting sectors on long term basis.
This will also reduce their risks through export credit guarantees and
insurance facilities.

viii. Federal Cabinet has approved resumption of banking channels
between State Bank of Pakistan and Central Bank of Iran, which
will boost Pak rice exports substantially.

ix. There is consistent effort for negotiating additional market access for
Pakistani products in the target markets — FTA negotiations with
Turkey and Thailand are at advanced stage, negotiations with Iran
on FTA are being initiated, and joint research study to assess the
potential for a preferential arrangement with Korea is underway.

x. To further diversity export markets, a “Look Africa” policy has been
launched by the Ministry of Commerce to promote and facilitate
trade to new markets.
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10. *Ms. Nighat Parveen Mir:

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state the
steps taken by the present Government to increase trade relations
with Hungary?

Minister for Commerce and Textile (Mr. Muhammad Pervaiz Malik):
Hungary is part of European Union. European Union has granted duty free access
to Pakistan under its GSP+ Scheme since 1st January, 2014. Pakistan’s exports
to EU have increased by 38% in 2016 over 2013. Pakistan’s exports to EU have
increased from 4.52 billion Euros in 2013 to 6.28 billion in 2016. Moreover,
Pakistan bilateral trade with Hungary in 2016-17 has increased to 61.23 million
US$ comparing with 49.32 US$ in 2015-16.
——————————————————————————————

Year Exports Imports Total trade
——————————————————————————————

2014-15 10.80 28.08 38.88
2015-16 11.61 37.71 49.32
2016-17 11.80 49.43 61.23

——————————————————————————————

11. *Ms. Khalida Mansoor:

Will the Minister for States and Frontier Regions be pleased to state
whether it is a fact that the process of rehabilitation of Interally Displaced
Persons of the Tribal Areas/Federally Administered Tribal Areas has not
been completed; if so, the time by which it will be completed?

Minister for States and Frontier Regions [Lt. Gen (Retd) Abdul
Qadir Baloch]: 31st December, 2016 was the designated date for the complete
return of Temporarily dislocated persons to their areas of abode, which due to
inclement weather was extended to the end of April, 2017. Coupled with the
aforementioned is the fact that the Government and Pakistan Army is taking every
necessary step to provide for ample basic facilities and establishing livelihoods
opportunities for the returning TDPs. The process of verification of adobe is
complete in the cleared areas and the process of the rehabilitation is likely to be
completed by the end of 2018.



27

12. *Mr. Muhammad Jamal Ud Din:

Will the Minister for States and Frontier Regions be pleased to state
whether it is a fact that the special travel permit is required for every
citizen to visit South Waziristan Agency; if so, the justification thereof?

Minister for States and Frontier Regions [Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Abdul
Qadir Baloch]: No special travel permit is required for citizens to visit South
Waziristan Agency, hence the requisite information in this respect may please be
considered as Nil.

13. *Ms. Aliya Kamran:

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether any annual report made by the Ministry regarding the
services provided to the Overseas Pakistanis by the Pakistani
Embassies established abroad;

(b) the steps being taken by the Ministry to improve the performance
of Attaches deputed at Government Embassies; and

(c) the actions taken by the Ministry against those Attaches whose
performance is not good?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Khawaja Muhammad Asif): (a) Our
Missions send monthly reports to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on a prescribed
proforma which has details of Complaints received and resolved during the month,
systemic issues pertaining to different Government departments in Pakistan and
suggestions for the betterment of services provided. Missions send Annual reports
regarding targets and achievements including consular services.

(b) Pursuant to the Supreme Court’s directive (2010), the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and all its diplomatic Missions abroad are providing consular services
for the safety and welfare of Pakistanis residing abroad. CWAs and Officers
deputed by the Head of Mission for consular duties are monitored and tasked.
Goals and targets are set following thorough analysis keeping in view the size of
community, its economic outlook and peculiar issues and challenges faced by
them in the host countries.

In addition, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has established a dedicated
Directorate for Overseas Pakistanis which remains operational 24/7 to address
the problems of our nationals abroad. Focal points are established in all Pakistan’s
Missions abroad to receive complaints 24/7 through phone and emails directly for
prompt redressal. Contact details of concerned offices are available on the
website(s) of MoFA and its Missions abroad. Furthermore, standing instructions

Shoaib — 1st Rota Day (2017) NA (S)      PC-9
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have been issued to all Pakistan Missions abroad to accord utmost priority in
providing relief to Pakistani nationals in distress. Consular access to Pakistani
prisoners and detainees is regularly arranged by Missions to extend all possible
assistance.

(c) Monthly reports are sent by officers posted at Pakistan Missions
abroad and they are assigned various tasks by the Head of Mission under the
prescribed Rules. Action on each case is taken in coordination with the concerned
ministry/department in Pakistan. CWAs are appointed by the Ministry of OP&
HRD. Although they work under the administrative control of Head of Mission,
their performance is monitored by the parent department. Any mal-functioning/
negligence of duties assigned to CWAs observed by the Head of Mission is reported
the concerned department.

14. *Shaikh Rohale Asghar

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state the names of
countries with which Pakistan has diplomatic relations and since when?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Khawaja Muhammad Asif): The
requisite information is as under:
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15. *Ms. Shaista Pervaiz:

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state the
steps being taken by the Government to protect local manufacturing
sector of the country?

Reply not received.

16. *Sheikh Salahuddin:

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state the issues of
the country raised at appropriate international level during the last
four years and success achieved therefrom?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Khawaja Muhammad Asif): Given the
importance attached to multilateralism in our foreign policy, Pakistan has maintained
its traditionally strong and leading role at the United Nations and other international
fora. During the last four years, Pakistan has raised various issues of national
importance at the UN; effectively projected its position on these issues; and
safeguarded and influenced decisions on international peace and security,
disarmament, development and human rights.

The Prime Minister led Pakistan delegations to the United Nations’ annual
sessions in September 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017. In statements to the
General Assembly, Pakistan’s principled stance on Jammu and Kashmir, including
call for early resolution of this dispute in accordance with the UN Security Council
resolutions, was forcefully presented. The brutal atrocities committed by the Indian
occupation forces against the innocent people of Jammu and Kashmir were also
highlighted.

The Pakistan delegation also continued to highlight the issue of Jammu
and Kashmir in the Third and the Fourth Committees of the General Assembly in
the context of the right of self-determination and de-colonization. During all the
Sessions of the General Assembly, Pakistan tabled its annual resolution titled
“Universal Realization of the Rights of the Peoples to Self-determination”. The
resolution was adopted with overwhelming support. This resolution reinforces the
global norm and support for the right to self-determination of people under foreign
occupation and helps project our historic contribution towards decolonization and
liberation of people in Asia and Africa.
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The Adviser to the Prime Minister on Foreign Affairs addressed letters to
the UN Secretary General and the UN High Commission for Human Rights, urging
them to conduct an independent investigation into the human rights violations being
committed by Indian occupation forces in the occupied Jammu & Kashmir. At the
Human Rights Council, Pakistan continued to underscore the importance of
addressing the human rights violations of the Kashmiri people by Indian occupation
forces.

In addition to the issue of Jammu and Kashmir, Pakistan strongly articulated
its position on situation in Afghanistan and counter-terrorism at the UN. Pakistan
continued to share its successful counter-terrorism measures at various international
platforms and projected its position based on national consensus against the use
of armed drones. During the biennial reviews of the United Nations Global Counter-
Terrorism Strategy (UN GCTS) in 2014 and 2016, Pakistan delegation made
substantial inputs, underscoring the importance of implementing the four pillars of
the UN GCTS in a balanced manner, with due regard to addressing the root
causes of terrorism. Regarding situation in Afghanistan, Pakistan advocated the
need to promote and support an Afghan-led and Afghan-owed reconciliation and
peace process.

In close collaboration with our partners in the ‘Uniting for Consensus’
(UfC) Group, Pakistan has successfully countered the G-4 (Brazil, Germany, India
and Japan) campaign for permanent membership of the UN Security Council.
Pakistan played a key role in further enhancing UfC’s outreach activities which
were aimed at garnering support of the UN membership for the group’s principled
position on the issue.

Pakistan has maintained its position as one of the leading contributors to
UN peacekeeping – the most tangible manifestation of our commitment to
international peace and security. Pakistan also remained closely involved with the
normative discussions at UN in the Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations
(C-34), the Fourth Committee of the General Assembly and in the Security Council.
During our statements at UN, we continued to highlight the importance of
consultations with Troop Contributing Countries (TCCs), provision of better
resources for peacekeeping operations, a two-phased mandate process in which
TCCs are consulted and the respect for basic principles of peacekeeping, including
consent of parties, impartiality and non-use of force except in self-defence and in
defence of mandate.
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On the development side, Pakistan contributed actively to the process
leading to the adoption of the Post-2015 Development Agenda including the new
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in September 2015, as well as the
conclusion of a new Agreement on climate change in Paris in December 2015.
During the follow-up on implementation of the Paris Agreement, Pakistan’s
delegation remained constructively engaged in negotiations related to technology
mechanism, finance, and compliance, and secured its interests in close coordination
with other like-minded countries. Pakistan also kept a high profile in the work of
the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and at the Executive Boards of
UN Funds and Programmes.

In March 2015, UN accepted Pakistan’s claim for extension of outer
limits of its continental shelf. As a consequence of this landmark development,
Pakistan has been granted an additional area of approximately 50,000 square
kilometers. Pakistan will have exclusive rights for exploitation and exploration of
resources at and beneath the seabed in this area.

During the last four years Pakistan has been able to successfully launch
and win various candidatures for different UN bodies, with a view to raising its
profile and safeguard its interests in multilateral bodies/mechanisms. Pakistan
completed its 7th tenure (2012-13) as a non-permanent member of the Security
Council in December 2013. Pakistan is currently member of over 20 UN bodies.

17. *Ms. Shagufta Jumani:

Will the Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination be pleased to state:

(a) the steps taken by the Government to promote sports in the
country since June, 2013; and

(b) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the
Government to declare extracurricular activities compulsory in
Universities; if so, when it will be implemented?

Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination (Mr. Riaz Hussain
Pirzada): (a) PAKISTAN SPORTS BOARD (PSB)

Basically, it is the primary responsibility of the National Sports Federations
and Association to promote their respective sports and games. Nevertheless, the
Government is fully committed to the promotion and development of sports in the
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country. The government has been mobilizing all the available resources for providing
financial and technical assistance to the Federations/Associations. The steps being
taken by the Government in this regards are enumerated as follow:

a)  Affiliation of  National Sports Federations/ Association.

b) Government releases annual and special grants to the Federations
for carrying out their activities.

c) Hiring of the services of foreign coaches for the training/coaching of
teams in different disciplines.

d) Organization of training camps for preparation of National teams in
different sports disciplines for participation in mega international events
like Olympic, Commonwealth, Asian, Islamic, South Asian Games
etc.

e) Development of sports infrastructure.

f) Organization of Youth Summer Camps.

g) At the initiative of the Federal Minister for Planning Development
and Reforms, the Government has launched a 5-year project with
the financial outlay of Rs.573.500 million for organization of National
Games at Federal Capital every year. First edition of these games
was organized in April 2016 while the next edition is proposed to be
organized shortly. Basic purpose of this initiative is to create an
atmosphere conducive for engaging the youth in healthier activities,
creation of sports culture in the country and identification in sports
talent in different disciplines for further grooming. Both male and
female players from the four provinces, AJK, Gilgit Baltistan, FATA
and Islamabad participate in these games.

h) Government also sponsors training-cum-competition tours of National
teams to other countries for providing them chances of international
exposure.

PAKISTAN CRICKET BOARD (PCB)

PCB is holding following Cricket activities for the promotion of the game
nationwide on annual basis:
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(i) Specialized Talent Hunt Program in Remote Areas i.e. Tall ‘n’ Fast
(for Fast Bowlers), Spin Wizards (for Spin Bowlers). Additionally,
this year same trials will be conducted for “Power Hitters” as well in
20 cities of various regions nationwide:

 Talent Hunt Activities at far flung districts nationwide.

 Selection of talented Players.

 2 separate programs for Fast and Spin Bowlers duly identified
from the above stated trials at NCA/HPCC under NCA Elite
Panel Coaches.

(ii) U16 PCB Cricket Stars Program:

 Open Trials at District level,

 Final Selection of Teams at 16 Regions

 Pre-Tournament Camp at 16 Regions

 Inter-Regional Tournament

 Advanced Coaching Camp at NCA

(iii) 4 Weeks Pre-season Regional Academies Program for U-19 Players
at all the 16 regions for the development of players.

(iv) Game Education Programs for development of Cricket Professionals
nationwide as per following details:

 PCB Level I, Level II, Level III & Level IV Coaching Courses

 PCB Level I & Level II Physical Training Courses

 PCB Professional Development Course for Physiotherapists

 PCB Basic Cricket Analysts Course

(v) Additionally from the previous year, PCB has launched U13 Catch
‘em’ Young Program to complete the structure of identification of
Talented Players at grass rout level:

 Open Trials at District level

 Final Selection of Teams at 16 Regions



36

 Pre-Tournament Camp at 16 Regions

 Inter-Regional Tournament

 Basic Coaching Camp at NCA

(b) This does not pertain to Pakistan Sports Board as well as Pakistan
Cricket Board.

18. *Ms. Naeema Kishwar Khan:

Will the Minister for States and Frontier Regions be pleased to state:

(a) the funds allocated by the Higher Education Commission for
setting up a University in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas
alongwith the date of allocation and utilization of funds thereof;

(b) the works of the said University completed so far;

(c) the reasons for non-completion of works of said University;

(d) the action taken against responsibles for not completing the
construction works of said University; and

(e) the time by which construction works of said University will be
completed?

Minister for States and Frontier Regions [Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Abdul
Qadir Baloch]: (a) Total funds allocated for the Establishment of FATA University
by the HEC through CDWP approved Project are Rs.1592.733 million, out of
which Rs. 335.000 million has been expended during the year 2015-16 & 2016-17
as per detail given below:

(Rupees in million)
——————————————————————————————

Year Allocation Funds Utilization received
——————————————————————————————

2015-16 10.0 01-06-2016 7.723

2016-17 240.0 01-11-2016 77.234
85.0 22-02-2017

——————————————————————————————
Total 335.0 84.957

——————————————————————————————
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(b) (i) A total land of 468 Kanals has been procured for the establishment
of the University.

(ii) A consultant firm M/S Structural Engineering Solution (SES),
Peshawar has been hired for the preparation of Master Planning and Detailed
designing of the FATA University.

(iii) Hiring of Faculty and staff has been completed as per statutes of the
University of Peshawar.

(iv) The Class of the first academic session in the subject of Management
Sciences, Mathematics, Sociology and Political Science were started in a portion
of GC Dara Adam Khel FR Kohat in November 2016 after its renovation.

(v) The website of FATA University (www.fu.edu.pk) has been
developed & launched.

(vi) Various Committees and Selection Boards were constituted for the
hiring of the Faculty and other staff.

(vii) 20 Overseas Scholarships were advertised out of which seven were
awarded.

(viii) Procurement of essential items have been completed.

(ix) The Computer Lab and Library has been established.

(x) The constitution and approval of statutory bodies such as syndicate
and senate are in progress.

(xi) A contracting firm M/S Shah Engineering and Co. has been hired for
reclamations of leveling of the purchase land on which the firm has started work. ,

(xii) Work Order for the construction of boundary-wall and Main Gate
has been issued.

(xiii) Separate Electric Feeder has been approved for the University and
installation work is in progress.

(xiv) The University has been connected with the optic fiber facility for
internet and telephone.
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(c) The master plan of the University was approved by the HEC’s Building
Design Review Committee on May 12, 2017 and forwarded to the Planning
Commission for its final approval.

(d) The PC-1 For the establishment of FATA University has been
approved for a span of 5 year w.e.f 2015-16 till 2019-20 and therefore, has
enough time for its completion.

(e) As per approved PC-1 the completion of infrastructure will be in
2019-20.

19. *Ms. Naseema Hafeez Panezai:

Will the Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource
Development be pleased to state the year-wise pensioners included
in the pension network by the Employees Old-Age Benefits Institution
during the last five years till date alongwith the criteria and
justification thereof?

Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource
Development (Pir Syed Saddaruddin Shah Rashidi): Pensioners included in
the pension network by Employees’ Old Age Benefits Institution in the last five
years are as under:
——————————————————————————————

Year Pensioners Included
——————————————————————————————

July -September,2017 4,269

2016-2017 29,195

2015-2016 37,740

2014-2015 33,621

2013-2014 35,632

2012-2013 33,467
——————————————————————————————

The Criteria / Justification for grant of EOBI Pension is as follows:—

(a) Old-Age Pension:

The Criteria for Old Age Pension calculation as per section 22 of EOBI
Act 1976 is as follows:
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(i) An insured person shall be entitled to a monthly old-age pension if
he is over sixty years of age or fifty-five years in case of a women/
mine worker and has contributed for not less than fifteen years.

(ii) The rate of pension is determined according to the following formula:

Monthly wages x number of years of insurable employment 50

(iii) An insured person is entitled for Old-Age Grant if he/she has not
completed fifteen years of service and contribution has not been
paid.

(b) Survivors’ Pension:

As per section 22B ibid, in the case of death of an insured person /
pensioner;

 Surviving Spouse 100% pension, life long; or

 Surviving male child till 18 years of age; or

 Surviving female child till 18 years of age or marriage, whichever

earlier; or

 Surviving parents for 5 years

(c) Invalidity Pension:

As per section 23 ibid, an insured person who sustains invalidity shall be
entitled to an invalidity pension if he had contributed for not less than five years
since entry into insurable employment and for not less than three years during the
period of five years preceding the month in which he sustains invalidity and is
under sixty years of age.

20. *Shaikh Rohale Asghar:

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state the
steps taken by the present Government to promote trade relations
with South Korea?

Minister for Commerce and Textile (Mr. Muhammad Pervaiz
Malik): Government of Pakistan has undertaken various steps to promote trade
relation with South Korea.
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Pak-Korea FTA

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed between Ministry
of Trade, Industry and Energy of the Republic of Korea and Ministry of Commerce
& Textile of the Islamic Republic Pakistan in April 2014, wherein it was agreed;

 That both sides will conduct a joint feasibility study to explore
possibilities of a free trade agreement.

 To form a Joint Trade Committee (JTC) which would explore
avenues of cooperation in the areas of Commerce & Trade.

Both sides have completed their respective feasibility studies. The feasibility
studies have strongly recommended conclusion of a Free Trade Agreement between
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan & the Republic of Korea. Both sides principally
agreed to the recommendations of the Joint Feasibility Study.

A joint Trade Committee has been established between the two countries
of which two meetings have been held so for. During the meetings of JTC, both
sides have) agreed to explore avenues of cooperation between the two countries
in the areas of trade and economic relation.

Exhibitions:

The Trade Development Authority of Pakistan (TDAP) participated in the
following exhibitions in South Korea during the last three years:

i. Halal Trade Expo, South Korea, August, 2017.

ii. Korea International Medical and Hospital Equipment Show
(2015-16, 2016-17 & March 2017-18).

iii. Busan International Seafood and Fisheries Expo, South Korea
October, 2016.

21. *Ms. Naseema Hafeez Panezai:

Will the Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource
Development be pleased to state whether it is a fact that investment
activities are not being improved by the Employees Old-Age Benefits
Institution since long; if so, the responsibles thereof?
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Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource
Development (Pir Syed Saddaruddin Shah Rashidi): Investment activities of
EOBI are an ongoing process and have never been neglected. The investment
activities in EOBI are classified in three (03) major classes namely Fixed Income,
Equity and Real Estate. The detail of each investment activity carried out during
the last 4 years, is as follows:

(i) Fixed Investments:

Total fixed income investments portfolio (inclusive of accrued profit) as on
30-6-2017 was Rs. 222.524 billion. Investments have been made regularly
in Special Saving Certificates (SSCs) of National Savings Centre and
Pakistan Investment Bonds (PIBs) which provide risk free stable above
the market rate of return to the Institution. The detail of investment made
in SSCs and PIBs during last 4 years is as follows:—

Rupees in Million
——————————————————————————————

Year Investments Investment Total
in PIBs in SSCs

——————————————————————————————
2013-14 71,064 35,162 106,226

2014-15 16,245 58,500 74,745

2015-16 3,119 32,046 35,165

2016-17 - 21,000 21,000
——————————————————————————————

Total 90,428 146,708 237,136
——————————————————————————————
(ii) Equity Investments:

 Total equity investment portfolio as on 30.06.2017 was Rs.32.883 billion.
It may please be noted that the Institution has continuously been making
investments in equity market and has been earning sizable capital gains
and dividends. Detail of equity investment activities made since 2013-14
to date is tabulated as below:—
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Rupees in Million
——————————————————————————————

Year Investment
——————————————————————————————

2013-14 0.230

2014-15 706.000

2015-16 92.000

2016-17 200.000

2017-18 (upto 10-10-2018) 300.000
——————————————————————————————

Total 1298.230
——————————————————————————————
(iii) Real Estate Investments:

The Real Estate investment portfolio (both properties & projects) as on
30-06-2017 was Rs. 54.42 billion. Considering trauma the institution had
undergone in its recent past due to fraudulent; reckless investment in real
estate market against which the Honorable Supreme Court of Pakistan
took a suo moto notice and the issue of purchase of 18 properties is at
present sub judice before the apex court, it is not surprising that no new
investment in properties have been made since 2013. Moreover, decision
on EOBI devolution is also at present pending before the Council of
Common Interests. However, in the current financial budget for 2017-18
the EOBI Board of Trustees have earmarked around Rs. 5,000 million
for investment in real estate.

22. *Ms. Shamas Un Nisa:

Will the Minister for States and Frontier Regions be pleased to state

(a) the reasons for delay in FATA Reforms; and

(b) whether concerns of all the political parties have been addressed
regarding the said issue?

Minister for States and Frontier Regions [Lt. Gen. (Retd.)
Abdul Qadir Baloch]: (a) The comprehensive 26 points agenda for FATA Reforms
was approved by the Federal Cabinet on 2nd March, 2017. Such reforms entail
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a series of actions in the administrative, legal, development and financial domains.
The Federal Government has initiated necessary actions in compliance of the
Cabinet’s directives and the latest status of the reforms process, can be seen at
Annex-I. It is however, pertinent to mention here that some delay is unavoidable
due to the complex nature of the actions involved in the process and a definite time
period cannot be defined at this point in time.

(b) The FATA Reforms report was endorsed by all the political parties
when it was placed before both the esteemed Houses of the Parliament. Further
consultations and deliberations are being carried out with other stake holders
including political parties, to develop consensus, prior to formally initiating the
reforms.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library)

23. *Ms. Aisha Syed:

Will the Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource
Development be pleased to state the present status of Overseas
Pakistanis Foundation Housing Scheme, Zone-V, Islamabad?

Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource
Development (Pir Syed Saddaruddin Shah Rashidi):

PROGRESS DURING LAST YEAR

 Construction of Boundary Wall & Security Check Posts

 Removal of Surplus Soil from Plot Areas

 Uplifting of Main Entrance

 Functioning of Society Office

 Digitization of Estate Management System

 Hiring of Consultants for Taking Over from Frontier Works
Organization (FWO)

 Water Source Development

 Revival of Litigation cases

 Security System Beefed Up
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PENDING ISSUES

 Purchase of land for installation of Tube Wells

 Provision of approach Road through Intelligence Bureau Employee’s
Cooperative Housing Society (IBECHS)

 Supply of Sui Gas

OPF is Committed for handing over possession of plots to 280 allottees
of Block-C by December – 2017. Subsequently possession of rest of blocks will
be handed over phase wise.

24. *Dr. Shazia Sobia:

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the
Government to invite Pope Francis to visit Pakistan; if so, the
details thereof; and

(b) the objectives to be achieved therefrom?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Khawaja Muhammad Asif): (a) In
February 2016, the invitation was handed over to the Vatican by Senator Mr.
Karman Michal, former Federal Minister for Ports & Shipping.

(b) Pakistan is home to a large Catholic community, lives in peace and
harmony and is making a valuable contribution to the socio-economic development
of the country.

Pope Francis has been instrumental in promoting peace and understanding
between Muslims and Christians, especially in the context of current challenging
global environment and his endeavors are widely respected and praised all around
the world, including Pakistan.

He was invited, keeping in view the Prime Minister’s commitment to
promote tolerance and interfaith harmony in Pakistan and abroad.
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25. *Mr. Muhammad Jamal Ud Din:

Will the Minister for States and Frontier Regions be pleased to state
whether there is any proposal under consideration of the Government
to deploy bomb-disposal squad or engineering corps of the Pakistan
Army for clearance of explosive land-mines in South Waziristan
Agency?

Minister for States and Frontier Regions [Lt. Gen. (Retd.)
Abdul Qadir Baloch]: There is no such proposal under consideration. Mine
clearing / explosives handling is being done in a planned manner by Army authorities.

26. *Ms. Tahira Aurangzeb:

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state the
total quantum of coal imported from China during the last three years?

Minister for Commerce and Textile (Mr. Muhammad Pervaiz
Malik): The total quantum of coal imported from China during the last three
years is given as under:—

27. *Mrs. Shahida Rehmani:

Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state the
legal modes of global digital payments and standards operating in
the country for speedy international trade at present?

 
Reply not received.
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28. *Ms. Nighat Parveen Mir:

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) the total number of Pakistanis imprisoned in jails of Holland at
present; and

(b) the steps being taken by the Government in this regard?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Khawaja Muhammad Asif): (a) & (b)
As per the data available in the Ministry, information regarding Pakistanis imprisoned
in Netherlands is as follows:

i. A total of 8 Pakistani nationals (4 of whom also possess Dutch
Nationality) are detained in Dutch prisons for the following crimes:

a) Crimes against property: 3 detainees

b) Drug related crimes: 2 detainees

c) Violence: 2 detainees

d) Sexual offence: 1 detainee

ii. Further, 4 detainees are in alien detention without criminal charges.

2. The Mission is approaching the local authorities for provision of
updated information regarding the Pakistani prisoners in the Netherlands.

 
ISLAMABAD: JAWAD RAFIQUE MALIK,

The 1st November, 2017 Secretary.

PCPPI—4537(2017) NA—01-11-2017—650.
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(48th Session)

NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY  SECRETARIAT

————

“UNSTARRED QUESTIONS  AND THEIR REPLIES”

For Thursday, the 2nd November, 2017

11. Mr. Siraj Muhammad Khan:
(Deferred from 46th Session)

Will the Minister for States and Frontier Regions be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a number of letters have been written to
the Additional Chief Secretary, Federal Administered Tribal
Areas regarding dislocated persons/resettlement cases of
dislocated persons from Nowshera since 01-01-2016 by the
Ministry; and

(b) whether it is also a fact that no action has been taken thereon
so far; if so, the reasons thereof?

Minister for states and Frontier Regions [Lt. Gen (Retd) Abdul
Qadir Baloch]: (a) It is true that the Ministry has had protracted correspondence
with FATA Secretariat regarding dislocated persons and their resettlement in
Nowshera.

(b) Requisite action was initiated by FATA Secretariat in forwarding the
case to FATA Disaster Management Authority (FDMA), which deals with all the
matters pertaining to Temporarily Dislocated Persons (TDPs) alongwith maintaining
mainstreaming of their record. FATA Disaster Management Authority (FDMA)’s
letter dated 28th September, 2017 is annexed, which clarifies the matter. FDMA
has intimated that it has no authority to intervene in the provincial matters, as the
families, who have adopted the Benazir Medical Complex, Nowshera, as a
permanent residence, though are mostly from Buner (KPK) as well as a few from
Bajaur (FATA) and are not registered as TDPs with FDMA.

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library)

Waleed  4537 (2017)  NA (US) PC-15
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1. Ms. Surriya Asghar:

Will the Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination be pleased to state:

(a) the names of the training institutions/academies working under
the Ministry for capacity building of its employees at present;

(b) the details of teaching faculty of the said institutions alongwith
their qualifications and experiences;

(c) the syllabus being taught in the said institutions at present;

(d) the institution and post-wise number of employees trained during
the financial year 2015-2016;

(e) the institution-wise total expenditures incurred thereon; and

(f) the steps being taken by the Government to improve the
institutional capacity of the said institutions/academies?

Minister for Inter Provincial Coordination (Mr. Riaz Hussain Pirzada):
(a), (b), (c), (d), (e), & (f) There is no training institute/academy working under
the Ministry for capacity building of its employees at present. The information in
respect of Ministry of IPC may be treated as “Nil”.

2. Ms. Surriya Asghar:

Will the Minister for Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan be pleased
to state:

(a) the names of training institutions/academies working under the
Ministry for capacity building of its employees at present;

(b) the details of teaching faculty of the said institutions alongwith
their qualifications and experiences;

(c) the syllabus being taught in the said institutions at present;

(d) the institution and post-wise number of employees trained during
the financial year 2015-16;
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(e) the institution-wise total expenditures incurred thereon; and

(f) the steps being taken by the Government to improve the
institutional capacity of the said institutions/academies?

Minister for Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan (Mr. Muhammad
Barjees Tahir): (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), & (f) “At present there is no training institutions/
academies working under the Ministry for capacity building of its employees”

3. Mr. Siraj Muhammad Khan:

Will the Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource
Development be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a promise was made to pay dues relating
to salaries by the Overseas Pakistanis Foundation (OPF) with
a number of Pakistanis returned from Saudi Arabia during the
year 2016;

(b) if the answer to part (a) above is in the affirmative, whether it is
also a fact that dues/compensations have not been paid to said
Pakistanis by the OPF so far; if so, the reasons thereof?

Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource Development
(Pir Syed Saddaruddin Shah Rashidi): (a) OPF has not made any promise to
pay the dues of affected Pakistani Workers. However, OPF has been persuing
their cases through Embassy of Pakistan, Saudi Arabia for early realization of their
claims. The Embassy of Pakistan Saudi Arabia informed that there were more
than 7000 Pakistanis workers, who were affected of nonpayment of wages. More
than 3000 workers got transferred in other companies, while remaining workers
opted to return to Pakistan. Claims of affected workers were prepared and filed
in relevant courts by the lawyers appointed by the Saudi Government.

(b) This matter is subjudice in the Saudi court of law, however the Pak
Mission in Saudi Arabia has been pursuing the cases in the court of law on regular basis.

4. Mr. Siraj Muhammad Khan:
Will the Minister for Commerce and Textile be pleased to state:
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(a) whether it is a fact that the exports of sea food items of Pakistan
to the United States of America, member countries of the
European Union and Saudi Arabia have been banned; if so, the
reasons thereof; and

(b) the steps taken by the Government to lift the said ban?

Minister for Commerce and Textile (Mr. Muhammad Pervaiz Malik): (a)

United States of America

There is no ban on the export of seafood from Pakistan to the U.S.
However export of wild shrimp to U.S. is under temporary suspension
from 01-05-2017.

In line with US regulation section 609 of Public Law 101-162 to save
certain species of turtle in the by-catch, a US Inspection team visited
Pakistan in April 2017 to ascertain that Turtle Excluding Devices (TEDs)
are used in the trawlers of the fishing boats while catching shrimps in the
sea. The suspension came as a result of the report due to following reasons:-

1. There is no mechanism to monitor the implementation of actual use
of TED during fishing at sea. Therefore, in the absence of monitoring
progamme, it is difficult for the team to verify that TED is actually
being used in shrimp trawl net.

2. The approval of TED programme will be suspended until Pakistan
shows 100% compliance in installation of TED on each shrimp
trawler and its actual implementation at sea through monitoring
programme at dock side and at sea.

European Union

Export of sea food items to E.U is not banned, However, EU has in place
certain sanitary and phyto-sanitary measures for import of sea food items
and these standards are uniform for all exporting countries.

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Not all the sea food items are banned to be exported to Saudi Arabia
from Pakistan. However, Saudi Arabia has imposed a ban on the import
of Shrimps from Pakistan. The total exports of sea food items to KSA
including Shrimps from Pakistan in terms of value are at Annex-A.
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(b)  United States of America

Following steps have been taken by the Ministry of Ports and Shipping,
Ministry of  commerce and the Sindh Government to ensure compliance
to the US Import Regulations for shrimps to lift the suspension of exports:

1. Marine Fisheries Department (MFD) an attached department of the
Ministry of Ports and Shipping, in collaboration with Sindh Fisheries
Department, Govt. of Sindh, Karachi Fisheries Harbour Authority,
Govt. of Sindh (KFHA) and Sindh Trawlers Owners & Fishermen
Association (STOFA), started installation of TED in trawl net of
shrimp trawlers and no shrimp trawler was allowed to leave for fishing
without TED since 01-08-2017.

2. MFD ensured the installation of TEDs on about 750 shrimp trawlers.

3. A meeting was held in Ministry of Commerce by Secretary Commerce
with all stakeholders on 30-052017, in which it was decided that
Pakistan Maritime Security Agency (PMSA) has the mandate to
check/ monitor the installation of TED onboard the shrimp trawlers
and its actual usage during fishing at the sea.

4. It was also decided that the MFD will impart necessary training to
MSA officials for the inspection and maintaining the documentation
of the monitoring. The Sindh Government was to notify the PMSA
officials as Inspectors (Fisheries)

5. It was agreed that Sindh Government and MFD will ensure completion
of the process during the off season (June-July 2017) and confirm. to
the federal government for taking up the matter with the US authorities.

5. Dr. Nikhat Shakeel Khan:

Will the Minister for Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan be pleased
to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a youth/person of Agha Mohallah, Gilgit
has been disappeared for the last many months; if so, the details
thereof;
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(b) whether it is also a fact that the administration of the Gilgit-
Baltistan has taken notice thereon; if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the steps being taken by the Ministry to recover him at the earliest?

Minister for Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan (Mr. Muhammad
Barjees Tahir):

Reply received from Government of Gilgit-Baltistan

(a) In respect of Mr. Khurram Shahzad, resident of Agha Muhalla Gilgit
missing while travelling on his motorcycle from Skardu on 27th July, 2017. It is to
submit upon reporting of missing of Mr. Khurram Shahzad, various search/rescue
operation were conducted by well-equipped teams of Emergency Service Rescue
1122 on directives of Home & Prisons Department. The team employed resources
such as physical search over the stretch of 135 Kms, information given by locals
of nearby villagers along road side, Police team & reports and relations of
Mr. Khurram Shahzad, as per following details:

1. First operation started 3rd August to 5th August between the area
Dambudas to Shangus.

2. Second search operation from Alam Bridge to Shangus aprox 135 KM
along road side and river banks; and

3. Two search teams consisting of four crew members each constituted
the rescue team generally search area along road side focusing the
danger areas/turns.

(b) Simultaneous to the aforesaid Search & Rescue mission, Skardu
Police also investigated the case and constituted a joint investigation team, chaired
by SDPO Rondu. As reported by Senior Superintendent of Police Skardu,
Mr. Khurram Shahzad alone crossed the Kachura Check Post on motorcycle CD-70
bearing registration No.GLT-878 at 1445 hrs, the same has also been recorded in
CCTV camera installed at Kachura Check Post. At 1700 hrs, he informed his sister
via SMS that he reached at Dambudas (approx 35-40 KM away from Kachura
check post) and that there is no signal beyond and will reach home at night. As per
SDPO Rondu, the person was last seen at Chama-Choo area riding bike during
sunset. The proceedings under section 157 underway. Despite ongoing investigation
for last couple of months, Skardu Police could not trace the person. It is feared that
as the flow of River Indus was quite high during July-August, and that the person
was riding speedily at night time on the fatally dangerous Jaglote-Skardu road, there
is a possibility that Mr. Shahzad might had a fatal accident.
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(c) The police investigation of the matter is still going on Simultaneous to
the police proceedings, the Chief Secretary, Gilgit-Baltistan has ordered a joint search
& Rescue mission through boats and divers I the 3rd week of October, 2017 as
water level in the Indus has gone down. Findings of the mission as well as any
significant update in the police investigations will be shared with the Ministry of
KA & GB shortly.

6. Ms. Munaza Hassan:

Will the Minister for Foreign Affairs be pleased to state the country-
wise total expenditures incurred by the Government on the medical
treatment of employees working in Foreign Offices abroad separately
during the last two years alongwith the names, designations and brief
description of illness thereof?

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Khawaja Muhammad Asif): Country-
wise detail of expenditure incurred on the medical treatment of employees working
in the 88 Pakistan Missions abroad is placed at Annex-A.

Detail of expenditure incurred on treatment of employees in the following
26 Pakistan Missions abroad is being collected and will be submitted soon:

1.  Abuja 2. Almaty 3. Bahrain

4. Baku 5. Beijing 6. Beirut

7. Berlin 8. Berne 9. Bradford

10. Brussels 11. Colombo 12. Frankfurt

13. Glasgow 14. Herat 15. Houston

16. Kabul 17. Manchester 18. Mashhad

19. Mazar-e-Sharif 20. New Delhi 21. New York (UN)

22. Niamey 23. Paris 24. Rome

25. The Hague 26. Tripoli

(Annexure has been placed in the National Assembly Library).

ISLAMABAD: JAWAD RAFIQUE MALIK,
The 1st November, 2017. Secretary.

PCPPI—4537(2017) NA—01-11-2017—650.
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