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FROM THE CHAIRPERSONôS DESK 
 
As Chairperson of the National Assemblyôs Standing Committee on Information, 

Broadcasting and National Heritage, it is my proud privilege to present the first 

Progress Report of the Committee for the period Nov 2013 ï Oct 2014. The 

purpose of this report is to bring forth the activities, achievements and legislative 

oversight role of the Committee over Ministry of Information, Broadcasting & 

National Heritage. 

 

I sincerely hope that through this progress report, our committee is able to accomplish the concept of 

information sharing; delivered to us, deliberated by us and analyzed by us, in order to provide policy 

guidelines of recommendatory nature to the Government.   

 

This report is a much needed step in the direction of strengthening democratic traditions of transparency 

and will go down in history as an effort to ensure the same. In many ways this report is a unique historical 

document and I am confident that it will prove as a trend setter for other prestigious Standing Committees 

of National Assembly to follow. 

Standing Committee on Information, Broadcasting & National Heritage is amongst the most vibrant and 

actively working committees of the National Assembly. It enjoys the hallmark of being the only Standing 

Committee of the National Assembly which has given budgetary recommendations, has laid four (4) 

Special Reports namely, Special Report on National Language Commission, Special Report on Media 

Security, Special Report on Right to Information Bill & Special Report on Media Commission, conducting 

fourteen (14) meetings (in the said period) over diversified agenda, with ground breaking 

recommendations on each and working with seven (7) sub-committees dedicated on focusing individual 

departments of Ministry. The Honorable Speaker of National Assembly, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq has 

encouraged the Committee to establish its independent website http://nacomm-infobh.pk/ through which 

the Committee is able to provide an up-to-date portal on committeeôs proceedings and to fulfill its 

responsibility towards enhancing information systems. 

This report is a comprehensive documentation of the work of the Committee for the said period with 

minutes faithfully recorded on all the issues. I am pleased to report that some of the recommendations of 

the Standing Committee have already been implemented by the Government while others are in the 

process of implementation. 

The Information, Broadcasting & National Heritage subject matter is most prone to technological 

advancements in this fast paced global village. Pakistanôs media community has grown very fast in the 

last decade. As such we hope that the Ministry will keep itself relevant in the years to come. Its raison 

dôêtre will certainly be the subject of much debate. The agenda of the Committee for months and years to 

come will keep on expanding and I hope that the deliberations of the Committee would help the 

Information Ministry and its attached departments in improving their work and prompt the executive 

branch to take appropriate reforms wherever needed.  

 

MNA Marvi Memon 

Chairperson 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

This is the first Progress Report of the National Assembly Standing Committee on Information, 

Broadcasting & National Heritage since its constitution and election of MNA Marvi Memon as the 

Chairperson of the Committee on November, 08, 2013. The Report pertains to a period of 1 year, Nov 

2013 ï Oct 2014, yet it has sufficient and extremely useful contents due to the colossal amount of work 

done. 

During the period being reported upon, the Committee had held fourteen (14) meetings and as is evident 

from the Minutes compiled in the Report, meaningful discussion took place on a number of diverse and 

important issues especially those related to Media. Almost all the meetings concluded on Unanimous 

Resolutions entailing the Recommendations of the Committee for the Ministry & Executive Branch. 

The most significant elements included in the Report are the proceedings of the meetings as stated in the 

minutes, the recommendations of the committee thoroughly discussed and deliberated upon by Members, 

the reports of the seven sub-committees and brief on four Special Reports laid by the Committee on 

National Language Commission, Media Security, Right to Information Bill and Media Commission, under 

Rule 234 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in The National Assembly, 2007. It also 

outlines the broad contours of the activities and hallmarks of the committee. This Report being the first 

one of its nature since constitution of the Committee, gives in detail the profiles and messages of the 

Chairperson and Committee Members as well. 

The highlights from the proceedings as recorded in the minutes include analyses of the austerity 

measures taken by the Ministry to cut its budget by 30%, Budgetary Proposals of the Ministry for PSDP 

2014-15, Terrorists attacks on Media & Governmentôs compensatory efforts in this regard, Importance of 

Mother Tongues in creating Inter-Provincial Harmony and Working Paper on National Language 

Commission, Security action plan for protection of Media persons, taking up of Raza Rumi Case by the 

Committee, Action Plan on the Report and  Recommendations of the Media Commission as appointed by 

the Supreme Court of Pakistan, 2013, deliberations on Pakistan Culture and Arts Foundation Relief Fund, 

Constitution & Commencement of work of Media Laws Review Taskforce, the working of Pakistan 

National Council of Arts (PNCA) and the policy of Government on promoting Arts & Culture. 

Resolutions imbue the unanimous deliberations and recommendations of the Standing Committee. These 

include action plan for Media Security in Pakistan, proposed actions under deliberations on Media 

Commission appointed by the Supreme Court, 2013, recommendations on Pakistan Culture and Arts 

Foundation Relief Fund, Committeeôs Final Recommendations on Right to Information (RTI) Bill, 

Finalization of Members & ToRs of the Media Laws Review Taskforce and deliberations on PNCA. 

Important discussion such as those on removal of ambiguities in Code of Conduct of both print and 

electronic media, devising an effective implementation mechanism with revised composition of Complaint 

Commission and deliberations on the proposals / recommendations for Code of Conduct also took place 

during committee proceedings. The committee also discussed the recent attacks in the wake of PTI-PAT 

sit ins especially that on PTV Building and PEMRA actions on airing of inciting material during the sit ins 

resulting in violation of PEMRA rules. 
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Last but not the least, this Report contains press statements as released officially by the Committee at 

meetingsô conclusion and promptly uploaded on Committeeôs Website. 

 

To sum up, the scope and purpose of this Report is: 

 

i. Documentation and Dissemination of the Committee's Work for Nov 2013 ï Oct 2014 

ii. To provide an update on the activities of the Committee & itôs Sub-Committees with detailed Minutes 

iii. To present a document containing Brief on Special Reports of the Committee and its Website 

iv. To highlight the impact the Committee Work is creating in the Media 

v. To introduce the Chairperson and Members of Committee  
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PROFILE OF HONORABLE SARDAR AYAZ SADIQ, 

SPEAKER, NATIONAL ASSEMBLY  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq has been elected as Speaker of the National Assembly of Pakistan with more than 

two third majority of votes (258 votes). 

He was honored to be elected as Member National Assembly in last three consecutive General elections 

held in 2002, 2008 and 2013. Now the Almighty Allah has blessed him to become the Speaker National 

Assembly of Pakistan on June 3rd, 2013. 

He remained Member of the Central Executive Committee Pakistan Muslim League (N) and served as 

Finance Secretary of PML(N). 

He played vital role in Assembly Business as an active Member of the National Assembly in past. Public 

Accounts Committee, Finance, Railways and Defence Production Committees still remember his 

commendable role and he has also performed exclusively as Chairman Standing Committee on Railways. 

The Railways Committee of National Assembly then made practicable recommendations to the Govt. for 

improvement of Pakistan Railway under his leadership. 

He served as Member Board of Governors, the renowned Aitchison College Lahore from 2010 to 2012. 

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq played his active role for improvement of the facilities in the Services Hospital Lahore 

as Member Board of Management, from 2008 to 2012 to serve the suffering humanity. 

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq and his family is currently running one of the best Trust Hospital in Lahore by the 

name of Sardar Trust Eye Hospital and treating the poor people of the vicinity free of cost.  The Sardar 

Trust Eye Hospital has the distinction of implanting the corneas of complete blind deserving patients. 

  



 
 
 
 

 
National Assembly of Pakistan 

Progress Report of the Standing Committee on Information, Broadcasting & National Heritage 

 

8 
 

PROFILE OF HONORABLE MURTAZA JAVED ABBASI, 

DEPUTY SPEAKER, NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Murtaza Javed Abbasi, Member National Assembly of Pakistan has been elected as Deputy Speaker 

National Assembly of Pakistan on 03 June, 2013 by securing more than two-third majority vote (258 

votes). 

  

Prior to this Mr. Murtaza Javed Abbasi was elected as MNA on the ticket of PML(N) in 2008 election and 

was also elected as Chairman Standing Committee on Narcotic Control of the National Assembly and 

successfully discharged his responsibilities and parliamentary functions in accordance with the Rules of 

procedures and conduct of business in the National Assembly. 

  

Mr. Murtaza Javed Abbasi is son of late Haji Javed Iqbal Abbasi who remained Chairman District Council 

Abbottabad for 12 years and twice elected as Member National Assembly and Senator. 

  

Mr. Murtaza Javed Abbasi was born on 15th March 1970 and did his graduation from Peshawar 

University.  
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PROFILE OF HONORABLE MARVI MEMON,  
CHAIRPERSON OF THE COMMITTEE 

 

 

Marvi Memon was born in Karachi in July 1972. After schooling in Karachi, Paris and Kuwait, she 

graduated from the London School of Economics with a B.Sc (Econ) Honors in International Relations. 

With internships at Dawn, Newsline, Pakistan Institute of International Affairs, US Commercial Consulate, 

and International Union for Conservation of Nature during her education years, she started her career as 

a banker at Citibank Pakistan where she specialized in Marketing and Quality Management for the 

consumer bank. After which she launched Pakistanôs first satellite tracking fleet management concern 

Trakker, which established her as an entrepreneur and the youngest woman CEO of a multinational firm 

at the time. Her next assignment led her to advising the President of Pakistan on Media Management. 

After which she advised on Investments. She served as Member of Parliament for the first time from 

March 2008 to June 2011 as a PMLQ MNA. She was a member of the parliamentary committees on 

Environment, Information Technology, Kashmir Gilgit-Baltistan. Her groundbreaking legislation on acid 

crime and setting up Pakistanôs first research institute for parliamentarians led her to be part of Pakistanôs 

first Oscar winning documentary. She was one of the first to resign from parliament setting new political 

standards when her party changed stated policies. After that she launched a movement for rights in 

Pakistan and galvanized rural Sindhôs villages for change. She joined PMLN in March 2012 and toured all 

of Pakistan spreading the PMLN message for a year during which she set up a new constituency for 

PMLN in feudal rural Thatta Sindh. She was chairperson of the Interprovincial subcommittee of the PMLN 

Manifesto committee prior to the May 2013 elections. Having attempted to get elected from a general seat 

from Thatta NA 237 she joined parliament as PMLN MNA on reserved seat from Sindh. She is one of the 

first parliamentarians to have pursued public interest litigation in the superior judiciary and being petitioner 

for many record making verdicts related to flood management, air crashes and worker rights. She has 

written many research papers and articles on foreign affairs. She is the first parliamentarian of Pakistan to 

author parliamentary diaries óMy Diariesô published in 2012. Her strength is her close contact with 

grassroots, youth and discriminated populations of society in all provinces and territories of Pakistan as 

Pakistanôs most widely campaigning parliamentarian. She is currently the Chairperson for the National 

Assembly Committee for Information Broadcasting and Heritage, Chief Coordinator for the PM Youth 

Loan Program, and Member of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
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PROFILES OF THE HONORABLE MEMBERS OF THE 

COMMITTEE 
1
 

 
 
Dr. Muhammad Azhar Khan Jadoon , MNA  
NA-17, Abbottabad-I, KP, PTI 
 
He is an MBBS Doctor from Khyber Medical College, Peshawar. Health & Medical 

Sciences are his area of expertise. He is a Social Worker & Philanthropist who has 

worked all life for the welfare of people in the province of Khyber Pukhtunkhwa 

especially in Hazara Division. Social Work and establishing institutions in his 

constituent division has been the hallmark of his career. He holds the position of 

Central President of Pakistan Medical Association since 2011. He is also serving as 

Managing Director of Women Medical & Dental College Abbottabad, President of 

SAWERA Welfare Organization, President of Professional Education Promotion 

Society (PEPS) and President of Abasin Arts Council Hazara. He had contested the 

General Elections of 2001 & 2008 as well. He has made several foreign visits 

including those to England, Srilanka, Afghanistan, Egypt & UAE. He is currently 

serving as member of two of National Assemblyôs Standing Committees, namely 

Information, Broadcasting & National Heritage and National Health Services 

Regulation & Coordination.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Mr. Murad Saeed, MNA 
NA-29, Swat-I, KP, PTI 
 
Mr Murad Saeed holds a B.Sc Hons degree in Environmental Sciences from 
University of Peshawar. It is his first tenure as Member National Assembly. 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 
Mr. Muhammad Tallal Chaudry, MNA  
NA-76, Faisalabad-II, Punjab, PLM(N) 
 
Mr Chaudry is a businessman by profession and holds an MBA & an LLB degree. His 
areas of interest are Security, Energy and Telecommunication. His foreign travels 
include those to Singapore, USA, UK, Saudia Arabia, Dubai, Thailand & Australia. 
 

 

 

  
 
 
  

                                                      
1
 Based on Direct Input received from Members 
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Mian Muhammad Farooq, MNA 
NA-80, Faisalabad-VI, Punjab, PML(N) 
 
He is a seasoned politician who has been Member of Provincial Assembly four times 
from 1985 to 1996. He has been twice elected as Member National Assembly in 1997 
& in 2013 elections. He is a businessman by profession. He has also been a former 
member of PAC.  His foreign travels include those to India, America, Saudi Arabia, 
Canada and the U.K. 

 

  
 

  

Ms. Ghulam Bibi Bharwana, MNA  
NA-88, JHANG-Cum-Chiniot (Old NA-87 Jhang-II),Punjab, PML(N) 
 
Hailing from Jhang, Ms . Ghulam Bibi Bharwana has been elected thrice as Member of 
National Assembly since 2002 General Elections. She graduated from the Lahore 
College for Women University with a Bachelor of Arts degree. She is the 
granddaughter of famous politician of Jhang, (Late)Mehr Ghulam Haider Bharwana. 
She has previously served as State Minister for Youth Affairs & Education and has 
been member in the committees on Culture, Sports, Tourism and Youth Affairs, 
Education, and the committee on Petroleum and Natural Resources. Currently she is 
member of National Assemblyôs Standing Committees on Science & Technology, 
Textile and Information. 

 
 
 

 

  
 
 
  

Mr. Waseem Akhtar Shaikh, MNA 
NA-139, Kasur-II, Punjab, PML(N) 
 
Mr Waseem Shaikh holds a Bachelor degree and has previously served as member 
National Assembly from 2008 to 2013. He is the General Secretary of PMLN for 
District Kasur. He served as member of Information Committee in his last tenure and 
is again serving as a contributing member of the committee in this tenure. 

 

 

  
 
  

Mr. Tahir Iqbal Ch, MNA  
NA-169, Vehari-III, Punjab, PML(N) 
 
Mr. Tahir Iqbal Chaudhry was born in 1969 in district Vehari, Punjab. He got his 
education up to College level at Vehari and obtained his Bachelorôs degree from 
University of Karachi. Mr. Tahir remained active in studentôs politics throughout his 
student life as member of Islami Jamiat-e-Talba.  
After completing his studies at University of Karachi, Mr. Tahir moved to his native 
town and in the heart of Vehari city, he established his Public Secretariat with the 
name of ñAwami Markazò. In the year 2001 Mr. Tahir started his political career from 
grass root level by contesting the election of ñNazimò Union Council No. 6, Vehari and 
won the election with vast majority. As ñNazimò Union Council, he was member of the 
District Assembly where he was Opposition Leader. In the year 2001, Mr. Tahir also 
contested the election of ñTehsil Nazimò, Vehari, 
Mr. Tahir was twice elected as MPA from PP-236 Vehari, in the elections held in the 
years 2002 & 2008. As MPA, Mr. Tahir was appointed Member of Standing 

 
 
 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lahore_College_for_Women_University
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lahore_College_for_Women_University
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Committees on ñExcise and Taxationò and ñCulture and Youth Affairsò. 
In the year 2013, Mr. Tahir Iqbal Ch. Contested the election of MNA from NA-169, 
Vehari as an independent candidate and won the election by defeating Tehmina 
Daultana of PML (N) and Aftab Khichi of PTI. Tahir has now joined PML (N) and is a 
trusted comrade of Prime Minister, Mian Nawaz Sharif and Chief Minister (Punjab), 
Mian Shahbaz Sharif. 
Tahir Iqbal Ch. Who comes from a middle class family, is a social worker and has a 
great passion to work for the service of humanity. His family runs a free Medical 
Center in his native village and a number of not-for-profit schools in collaboration with 
ñGhazali Education Trustò (Regd), in the remote villages of Vehari. During the earth 
quake of 2005 and floods in 2010 & 2011, he dispatched loads of truck of food items, 
clothes and tents to the affected areas. 
 

 
 
  

Mr. Syed Amir Ali Shah Jamote, MNA  
NA-221, Hyderabad-IV, Sindh, PPPP 
 
Mr Jamote is a BA, LLB from Sindh University. He has a veteran politician and has 
served as Member Provincial Assembly, Sindh from 1970 ï 1977. He has twice served 
as Member National Assembly in 2002 and 2008 and this is his third time to be elected 
as MNA in 2013. He is an agriculturist by profession. His foreign trips include those to 
Saudia Arabia, the U.K. & the U.S.A. Currently he is serving as member of Standing 
Committee on Information and SC on Religious Affairs and Inter Provincial Harmony.  

 
 

 

  
 
  
 

 
Mr. Imran Zafar Leghari, MNA 
NA-233, DADU-II (OLD DADU-III), Sindh, PPPP 
 
Mr Leghari holds a Bachelor degree from University of Sindh and enrolled in BA 
(Hons) in Marketing & Human Resource in University of Hertfordshire. He has served 
as Member of Sindh Assembly from 2008 ï 2013. His areas of interest are Foreign 
Affairs, Security, Finance & Interior. He has worked for flood affected areas of his 
constituency. He has been working for social welfare in particular for his electorate. 
His has travelled abroad to U.S, U.K., Middle East, EU, China & Central Asian 
Countries. 

 
 
 

 

  
 
  

Ms. Zeb Jaffar , MNA 
RS (Women), Punjab, PML(N) 
 
Ms Zeb Jaffar holds a Master degree in International Relations from abroad. She was 
the first female from South Punjab to contest General Election since 1998 and was 
member of Provincial Assembly from 2008 - 2013. She has been Vice Chairperson, 
District Council Rahim Yar Khan and Advisor to Chief Minister Punjab 2008 ï 2013. 
She has worke actively to uplift status of women in her constituency. She has 
particularly worked to provide clean drinking water for Cholistan. 
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Ms. Parveen Masood Bhatti , MNA 
RS (Women), Punjab, PML(N) 
 
Ms Bhatti holds Bachelor degree along with Diploma in Physical Education. She has 
served as Member Provincial Assembly from 2002 ï 2008. She then made her way to 
the National Assembly and has served as a Member in 2008 for five years & in 2013 
till now. She has been member of Standing Committees of Cabinet & IT. Currently she 
is member of Standing Committees of Cabinet and Information. She is also 
Chairperson of Anjuman Bait  ul Falah e Niswan and Chairperson Auqaf Committee 
Punjab. She has travelled to several countries including Syria, U.K. & Saudia Arabia. 

 
 
 

 

  
 
 
  

Ms. Naeema Kishwar Khan, MNA  
RS-Women, KP, JUI(F) 
 
Mrs Kishwar is a B.Sc degree holder from Peshawar University & Islamic Law Sharia 
Academy, Islamabad. She has previously served as Member Provincial Assembly 
from 2002-2007.  She was member of Zakat Committee, Sports & Culture and Literacy 
& Education Committees. She had also contested in 2008 Senate elections. Her areas 
of ineterst are Education & Security. She is currently serving as member of Standing 
Committees of National Assembly on Information, Foreign Affairs & Committee on 
Electoral Reforms. She has travelled abroad to Turkimanistan, U.A.E & Sudia Arabia. 

 
 
 

 
  
 

 
  

Ms. Saman Sultana Jafri, MNA  
RS-Women, Sindh, MQM 
 
Ms Saman Sultana Jafri is a graduate from University of Karachi. She has professional 
experience of working as a Senior Producer & Radio Journalist FROM 2003 - 2012. 
She has produced reports and programs on Women Issues, Current Affairs, Politics, 
Health, and Education and was also attached with Deutsche Welle (Bonn, Germany) 
for 3 months. She has also worked as a Social Media Expert and a Blogger. Her areas 
of interest are Media & Broadcasting, Social Media, Foreign Affairs, Education and 
Health. This is her first time serving as Member of National Assembly. She has 
travelled to UAE, Syria, Iraq, Germany & the U.K. 

 
 
 

 

  
 
  

Ms. Leila Khan, MNA 
RS-Women, Punjab, PML(N) 
 
Ms Khan has graduated from Wilfrid Laurier University, Waterloo, Canada. Her 
expertise is in Banking and has served as Corporate Communication Manager at MCB 
Bank Ltd. Her areas of interests are Public Relations and Marketing. She has travelled 
to the U.S.A., Canada, India, Srilanka and the UAE. This is her first time serving as 
Member of National Assembly. 
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Ms. Arifa Khalid Parvez, MNA  
RS-Women, Punjab, PML(N) 
 
She holds a Masters in International Public Policy (MIPP), The George Washington 
University, Elliott School of International Affairs, Washington, DC, Master of Science in 
Child Development, College of Home Economics, University of Punjab, Lahore and 
Bachelors of Science in Nutrition, College of Home Economics, University of Punjab, 
Lahore. 
Her professional career includes being Lecturer, University of Punjab, Department of 
Political Science, Lahore, Vice President, Alumni Association for Home Economics, 
Lahore and Director, Enkay Rice Mills, Lahore. She has also authored multiple 
Research Papers and ahs special interest in International Relations. 
She has served as Member of Provincial Assembly of Punjab 2008, and was part of 
several committees like Member/Commissioner of National Commission on Status of 
Women (NCSW), Member of Health Committee of Punjab Assembly, Political Head of 
Social Media Team, Chief Minister of Punjab Shahbaz Sharif, Member of Chief 
Minister of Punjabôs Special Response Cabinet Committee on Dengue Epidemic, 
Member of Board of Management, TEVTA-Technical Education and Vocational 
Training Authority, Member, Board of Directors of PIEDMC-Punjab Industrial Estates 
Development & Management Company and Member, Board of Directors of Punjab 
Trust for Special Children 
She has travelled a lot including the likes of U.S.A., U.K., Saudia Arabia, UAE, Africa, 
Switzerland, France, Italy, Nepal, Bangladesh etc.  

 

 
 

 

    
 
Ms. Marriyum Aurangzeb, MNA 
RS-Women, Punjab, PML(N) 
 
Marriyum Aurangzeb holds M.Sc degree in Environment and Development from Kingôs 
College London, London University and Masters degree in Economics from Quid-e-
Azam University, Pakistan and excels in Strategic thinking and planning and 
Development for Environmental Conservation, Development and International 
Agreements and Millennium Development Goals implementation.  
Marriyum has dedicated her professional career in pursuing, with great success, 
conservation and environmental causes in Pakistan with a tenure spanning a decade 
with the renowned World Wildlife Fund for Nature-Pakistan (WWF-Pakistan). Whilst 
with WWF-Pakistan she had held a diverse portfolio of responsibilities, including 
spearheading Global Campaigns and has been instrumental in formulating key 
environmental and social developmental policy at Global, Regional and National 
Level.  
Marriyum, through the environment platform, has driven innovative and unique 
initiatives that has gained her notoriety across wide landscape within the global and 
National infrastructure ranging from the education sector, private sector and public 
sector. Her success is attributed to being able to provide direction and focus to 
complex concepts and initiatives, whilst utilising her refined relationship and 
negotiation skills to drive consensus amongst diametrically opposing groups.  
From 2004 to 2013, her responsibilities at WWF-Pakistan included work planning, 
Global and National net-working and lobbying, advocacy, environmental education, 
media liaison for environment, fundraising for financial sustainability, cross- sectoral 
programme development, and liaison and coordination with donor agencies, 
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stakeholders and partner organisations ranging from Policy to all the stages of 
Programme Development and Project Management.  
Marriyum's Passion, Commitment, robust experience and keen intellect will add great 

substance to Pakistan's political discourse and enable positive momentum to the 

National policies that will drive the change necessary to serve the best interest of the 

People of Pakistan.  

At present she is an Honourable Member of the National Assembly of Pakistan, 

Parliamentary Secretary for Ministry of Interior & Narcotics Control, Convener of 

Parliamentary Task Force on SDGs and also working as a special aide to Honô 

Speaker on Parliamentary Strengthening. 

 
 

  

 
Mrs. Belum Hasnain, MNA 
RS-Women, Punjab, PPPP 
 
Mrs Belum holds a B.Sc degree from College of Home Economics, Lahore. She has 
previously served as Member of National Assembly in 2002 and 2008 and this is her 
third rime as a serving MNA. She actively takes part in the business of the House. She 
has chaired the Standing Committee on Information, Broadcasting & National Heritage 
from 2009 ï 2013.  Her area of interest is Health& general well being and actively 
takes part in Women & Child issues. She is also affiliated with the Aurat Foundation. 
She is also the president of Women Wing of Peopleôs Party in Punjab. She has 
travelled to many countries around the world like the U.K., the U.S.A., Thailand, China, 
UAE, Saudia Arabia & Europe and has attended many conferences.  
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PROFILE OF ADVISOR TO THE CHAIRPERSON 
 

MAHIRA RAFIQUE:  

The advisor, Mahira Rafique, has provided more than a year of Parliamentary 

Research Services for the National Assembly Secretariat as Young Parliamentary 

Associate under the European Unionôs flagship project; Improving Parliamentary 

Performance in Pakistan (IP3). This included Research Support initially to the 

Research Center and then to the Standing Committee on Information, Broadcasting 

& National Heritage. She has compiled several important Special Reports for the 

Committee. These included:  

 

 

 

 

 

She also has a thriving experience as Visiting Faculty in leading National Universities of Pakistan. Her 

research work has been published in various reputed international journals. She has 6 international 

publications to her name so far with 7
th
 undergoing review process. One of her Research Papers was 

published as a book by LAP LAMBERT Academic Publishing GmbH & Co. KG, Germany. Mahira also 

has the experience of internships at Corporations like Pepsi Naubahar and Climax Engineering.  

She has recently completed her MS degree in Management Sciences from International Islamic 

University, Islamabad with distinction. Previously she had completed her MBA from Punjab University and 

achieved a Full Bright Scholarship for MS Studies under International Cultural Exchange Scholarship 

Program. She is also a Diploma Holder in Interpersonal Skills from Punjab University. Her professional 

aims are making an impact and achieving excellence in the field of RESEARCH, which is best suited to 

demonstrate her strengths. 

COMMITTEE STAFF: 

 

SECRETARY COMMITTEE:      Syed Hasan Murtaza Bukhari 

SENIOR PRIVATE SECRETARY TO THE CHAIRPERSON:  Mr Abdul Hadi Sohu 

STENOTYPIST:       Mr Allah Bux Parhyar 

DRIVER:        Mr M. Khalid Bhayo 

NAIB QASID:        Mr M. Hanif Thebo 
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EXECUTIVE PARTICIPATION IN THE COMMITTEE 
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PROFILE OF HONORABLE MINISTER 

FOR INFORMATION, BROADCASTING & NATIONAL HERITAGE 

SENATOR PERVAIZ RASHID, EX OFFICIO MEMBER 

 

Senator Pervez Rasheed (born 15 January 1937) is a Pakistani Politician 

and a Member of upper house of Pakistan Parliament currently serving 

as Federal Minister of Information and Broadcasting in Prime Minister 

Nawaz Sharif's cabinet. 

He got his early education from Rawalpindi and studied at Gordon 

College. He remained Chairman of Pakistan Television Corporation from 

1997 to 1999. 

He was elected to the Senate of Pakistan in 2009 on PML-N party ticket. He was a member of Senate 

Standing Committees on Information and Broadcasting, Petroleum and Natural Resources, Information 

Technology and Telecommunications, Railways and Functional Committee on Human Rights.  

He was sworn in as Federal Minister of Information and Broadcasting on 3 June 2013. He is currently 

Chairperson of Select Committee and member of Senate Standing Committees on: 

Science and Technology,  

Interior and Narcotics Control,  

Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource Development and  

Functional Committee on Human Rights  

 

 

  

http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=86
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=86
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=91
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=91
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=100
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=100
http://www.senate.gov.pk/en/details_standingcommitties.php?id=118
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PROFILE OF SECRETARY FOR INFORMATION, 

BROADCASTING & NATIONAL HERITAGE 

 

 

Mr. MOHAMMAD AZAM 

 

Mr. Mohammad Azam joined Information Services of Pakistan after 

passing Competitive Examination CSS in 1981. Mr. Mohammad Azam 

assumed the charge of Secretary, Information, Broadcasting and National 

Heritage on July 8, 2014. He has worked in the Ministry of Information and 

Broadcasting in various capacities including Additional Secretary, Principal 

Information Officer, Joint Secretary, Director General (External Publicity 

Wing), Director General (Cyber Wing) and Director General (Internal 

Publicity Wing).  

He has also served as Press Counselor in the Embassy of Pakistan in Berlin, Germany and as Press 

Attache in the Embassy of Pakistan Washington D.C., USA for four years, respectively.  He has served as 

Staff Officer/Director to Federal Minister for Education and Information & Broadcasting. He has also 

worked as Public Relation Officer (PRO) in Presidentôs Secretariat and Prime Ministerôs Secretariat. 

During his 33 years of service he has the honor to work as a Congressional fellow for one year as a staff 

member of the US Congressman Mr. Charles Wilson. He has studied at School of International Service, 

American University in Washington D.C. and got Post Graduate Diploma in International Communication 

Program.  

He has excellent Information Technology skills and has several prestigious IT Certificates including Micro 

Certificate System Engineer (MCSE), and CISCO Certified Network Associate (CCNA) and Network+ 

Certification and has completed several other IT courses from USA.    

He has a good knowledge of French and has completed four certificates from French Center and working 

knowledge of German language with diploma from Goethe Institute.  
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PROFILE OF EX-SECRETARY FOR INFORMATION, 

BROADCASTING & NATIONAL HERITAGE 

 

 

DR. NAZIR SAEED 

 

Born in Gujranwala, Dr. Nazir Saeed received his early education at St. 

Josephôs High School, Gujranwala and acquired further education from Govt. 

College, Lahore    obtaining Master Degree in Economics in 1977. He had the 

distinction of doing his Ph.D in Economics from Islamia University, Bahawalpur 

in 2002. 

Dr. Nazir Saeed joined the Civil Service of Pakistan (DMG) in 1980. He has held a number of important 

positions including Personal Staff Officer to Prime Minister, Deputy Commissioner, Rawalpindi, Deputy 

Secretary, Ministry of Education Punjab, Additional Secretary Health, Punjab, Joint Secretary, Ministry of 

Commerce, Islamabad, Special Secretary, Higher Education, and Islamabad. Secretary Information 

Technology, Punjab. Besides, he also served as Chief Settlement Commissioner / Member Board of 

Revenue, Punjab and Secretary Federal Tax Ombudsman Secretariat, Islamabad. 

Dr. Nazir Saeed thus has to his credit a vast administrative and professional experience of varied nature 

in provincial as well as federal government which places him in a unique position to take up the 

challenging task of Secretary Information & Broadcasting and National Heritage. 

Dr. Nazir Saeed would endeavour to foster professionalism and work for the welfare of the working 

journalists. Both within the Ministry and the media, efforts would also be made to create an environment 

where the Ministry can play a role of facilitator for free flow of information in order to create an informed 

opinion. The Ministry of Information, Broadcasting and National Heritage shall be open to suggestions for 

improvement and better working relationship between the government and the media. 
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STANDING COMMITTEES & THEIR GENERAL PROVISIONS 
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