[TO BE INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
A

BILL
to amend the National Archives Act, 1993

WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the National Archives Act, 1993

(VI of 1993), in the manner and for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1, Short title and commencement.— This Act shall be called the
National Archives (Amendment) Act, 2023.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of section 3, Act VI of 1993.— In the National
Archives Act, 1993 (Act VI of 1993), hereinafter referred to as the said Act, in
section 3, in sub-section (2), for the words “Federal Government”, the words

“Prime Minister” shall be substituted.

Wy

3. Amendment of section 4, Act VI of 1993.— Irr the said Act,
in section 4, in sub-section (1), for the expression “fifteen other members, of
whom two shall be members of Parliament, as may be appointed by the
Federal Government”, the expression “thirteen other members, as may be

appointed in prescribed manner by the Prime Minister” shall be substituted.

4. Amendment of section 7, Act VI of 1993.— In the said Act,
in section 7, in sub-section (2), for the words “Federal Government”, the

words “secretary of the administrative division” shall be substituted.

5. Amendment of section 8, Act VI of 1993.— In the said Act,
in section 8, in sub-section (1), in the proviso, for the words “Federal

Government”, the words “Minister-in-charge” shall be substituted.

6. Amendment of section 10, Act VI of 1993.— In the said Act,
in section 10, for the words “Federal Government”, the words “secretary of

the administrative division” shall be substituted.

7. Amendment of section 12, Act VI of 1993.— In the said Act,
in section 12, in sub-section (2), for the words “Federal Government”, the

words "‘secretary of the administrative division” shall be substituted.



—

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

National Archives (Amendment) Act, 2023

The Federal Government vide its directions dated 08.11.2017, 12.04.2018,
31.05.2022 and lastly on 18.10.2022 has decided that authority of the ‘Federal Government’
may be delegated where needed, from the level of Federal Government/Federal Cabinet to
an appropriate lower authority through replacement of the word ‘Federal Government’ in
the legislations of the Ministries/Divisions/Depariments/Organization.

2. ‘To comply with the above directions of the Federal Cabinet, the Cabinet
Division, after an in-house scrutiny and consultation with the NAP, proposed some
amendments in the aforesaid Acts i.e. National Archives Act, 1993 and Archival Material
(Preservation and Export Control) Act, 1975 and same have been vetted by the Law and
Justice Division and approved by the Cabinet Committee on Disposal of Legislative Cases

(CCLC).

3. The aforesaid amendments in the Acts are designed to achieve the purpose
of the delegation of powers from the Federal Government to an appropriate lower authority

so as to resolve and dispose of various matters of NAP in an expeditious manner.

rtaza Javed Abbasi)
Minister for Parliamentary Affairs
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