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No.F.22QlnL23-l*gis.-The following Act of Majlis-e-Shoora
(Parliamen() is d€emcd to have been assented by the President w.ef
29th May,2023 under clause (2) of Article 75 oflhe Constitution of the Islamic

Republic ofPakistan. It is hereby published for Seneral information:

PART I

Acts, Ordioan.es, President's Orders snd Regulations

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

lslanab.lJ. th? 29th Md\. 2021

Ac"l No. X)(IV oF 2021

AN

ACT

further 10 a end the National Accountabili\) Otdinance, 1999

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the National Accountability

Ordinarc€, 1999 (XVIII of 1999), in the manner and for the purposes hereinafter

appearing:
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I1 is hcreby elucted as follows:-

(i) in sub-section (3),-

ART I

l. Short title atrd commencement. <1) This Act shall be called the

National Accountabilitv (Amendment) Act, 2023.

(2) It shall come into force at once and shall be deemed to have taken

effect on and liorn thc commencement ofthe Nationat Accountability OrdiMnce,

1999 (XVlll of 1999).

2 Amendment of scction 4. OrdiEance XVIII oI 1999.-ln the

Nationat Accountabilitv Ordinance. 1999 (XVIII of t999), hereinafter rcferred to

as the said Ordinance. in section 4.-

(a) thc expression "clause (a) of" shall be omittcd; and

(b) for the word "Courts", thc word "courts" shall be substituted;

and

(ii) after sub-section (3), alnended as aforesaid, the followrng new

sub-scclrons shall be added. namely:

"(4) Upon commencement of the National Accountability
(Amcndment) Act, 2022 (XI of 2022) arld th€ National

Accountability (Semnd Amendment) Act, 2022 (XVI of2022),-

(a) all pending inquirics, required to be transferred under

sub-section (3), shall be examined by the Chairman.

If the Chairman is satisfied that no case is made out

against an accused, the inquiry shall be closed aftcr

rccording reasons and Nhere the Chairman is of the

opinlon that prina Jacre case is made out against an

accused under any oth€r law for the time being in force'

he shall refer the matter to the relevant agency, authority
or departmenl, as the cas€ maY be;

(b) all invesrigations, required to bs transferr€d undcr

sub-section (3), shall be eramined b)' the Chairman. tf
the Chairman is satisficd that no case is made out agaifft
an accused and the investigation may be closed, hc shall

refer the matter to the Court Ior approval and for thc
release of the aocLrsed, if in custody. Where the

Chairman is ol the opinion lhatp,",i,?d-ldcle, casc is made
out againsl an accuscd urrder an.\ orher Ia$,for the time
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being in forc€, he shall refer the matler to the tclevan(
agcncy, authority or depanmcnt, as th€ case may be;

(c) thc agcncy, authority or dcpa(mcnt, to which inquiry or
investigation is tmnsfcncd under clauses (a) and (b).
may proceed with such inquiry or, as the case may be,

investigation in accordance with the applicable laws,

from the stage at which it was pending immedately
bcforc such transfer;

(d) where the Court seized witi a case is ofthe opinion that
it is not triable by that Court under this Ordinancc, lhe

Court shall. after examination wi(h assistance of thc
National Accountabili(y Bureau, refer it to thc
appropriate cou( tribunal, torum, agency, authority or
dcpartlncnt, as the casc rnay tc, for exercisc of
jurisdiction in acco.dance wrrh the applicable laws;

(e) upon transfer under clause (d), lhe court, tribunal or
forum of competent jurisdiction may proceed with the

casc {iom the slage at which ( was pending in the Court
and shall try and decide the same under the law
regulating its jurisdiction and ptocedure; and

(f) all linal orders, decisions or judSments passed by the

Coun bcfore the commerlcement of the National
Accountability (Amendment) Act,2022 (XI of 2022),

the National Accountability (Second Amendment) Act,
2022 (Xvl of 2022) and thc Nalional Accountabilily
(Amendment) A,c\ 2023 ( of 2023), shall remain in

force and operative unless reversed, notwithstandinS
anything contained in sub-seclion (2) of section I each

of thc National Accountability (Amendmenr) Act, 2022
(xl of 2022), the National Accountability (Second

Amendment) Act, 2022 (xVI of 2022) and the National
Accountability (Amendment) Act, 2023 ( of2023).

(5) Thc couG tribunal, forum, agency, authority or
departsnent may. aner receipt of the case. re<xamine any witness

or examine a new \vitness in accordance with their jurisdiction

under the laws for the time being in force.

(6) Upon commencement of the National Accountability
(Amendmcnt) Acl, 2022 (XI of 2022\, thc National Accountability
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(Second Amendment) Act, 2022 (XVI of 2022) and the National

Accountabrlily (Amendment) Act, 2023 ( of 2023),

(a) all pending inqLriries. investigations, trials and

proceedings relating to matters no( falling within the

definition of ofTence under clause (o) of section 5 shall

be transferred to the concemed agencies, authorities,

departments, courts, tribunals or forums having
jurisdiction under the resp€ctive laws; and

(b) the provisions of clauses (a) to (l) of sub-section (4)

sh6;ll mutatis mulandis apply to the transfer ofall matters

under clause (a).".

3. Amendm.nt of s€ctioo 5, Ordinrtrce X\aIII of 1999 -ln the said

Ordinance, in section 5, -
(i) in clause (d), in sub-clause (ii), for the word "individual", the word

"individurls" shall be substituted;

(ii) in clause (n), in suEclause (ii),-

(a) after the word "Senate", the exp.essiol'(, Deputy Chairman

Senate" shall be inserted; alld

(iii)

(iv)

(b) the words "ofthe" shalt be ornitted;

in clause (p), for the word 'tirertion', occuring for the firsr tirne,

the word "direcd' shall be substituted a,ld for the words "concem or

direction or conhol thereof', the words "concemed or having direct

control thereof' shall be substituted; and

in clause (u), for the word "cooperatives", the word "coopemtive"

shall b€ substituted.

4. Am€ndment of sectloD 6, Ordinrnc. XVm of 1999'-ln the said

Ordinance, in section 6, in suusection (b), in clause (v), for the pmviso, the

following shall be substiruted, namely:

"Provided that as and when the oflice of the Chairman NAB falls

vacant or when the Chairmen NAB is absent or unable to perform the

functions of his office, due to any reason whatsoever, the DePury

Chairman NAB shall act as Chaiman NAB and rn absence of Depury

Chairman NAB, the Fcdera! Govemment shall aPPoint an actiog

Chairman NAB from amongsl the senior officers of t}e NAB; and"
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5 Amendmcnt of scction 7, Oditrrtrcc XVIII of 1999. -ln the said

Ordinance, in scction 7,-

(i) in sub-section (aa),-

(a) in clause (i), afler the word "General", the words "or abovc"
shall be inserted; and

(b) in clause (ii), after the word "equivalenf', the words "or
above" shall be irsertedi and

(ii) in sub-section (b), for the expression "sub-rulc (4) of rule 2 of the

Government Servants (Emciency & Discipline) Rules, l9?3", the

expression 'the rules relating to efiiciency and discipline of civil
servants ofthe Federal Govemment made under fie Civit Servants

Act, 1973 (LXXI of 1973)" shall b€ substiruted.

6. Aaendmetrt of s€ctiotr E, Ordin.nce XvI[ of 199. -In thc said

Ordinancc, in section E, -
(i) in sub-section (a), in clause (ii), for the words "the OdiDarce", the

words'1his Ordinancc" shall be substituted;

(ii) in sub-s€ction (b), for the expression 'Courts and Tribunals"' the

cxpression "courts ard tnbunals" shrll be substifuted: and

(iii) in suus€ction (c), for lhe words "court or tribunal", fie words

"Court or courts or taibunals" shall b€ substituted

7. Ametrdmcrl of Bectiotr 15, Ordinrtrc! XVII of 1999-In the

said Ordinancr, in s€ction 15, in sub''section (a); in the proviso, the word "of",
oc.urring for lhe first rime, shall b€ omitlei.

E. Amerdmcnt of secaion 16, Ordirrnce XVIII of 1999.-ln the

said Ordinance, in section 16, in sub-section (c),-

(i) the words "ofthe Province" shall be omitted; and

(ii) foa thc words "court established', the words "Court established"

shall be substitu(ed.

9. Amcndmetrt of section 16A, ordin.rcc XVIII of 1999 -ln the

said Ordinanc€, in section l6A, -
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(i) in sub-seclion (a),

(a) for the words "Court or Tribunal". the words "court or
lribunal" shall be subslitulcd: and

(b) for the words "the Ordinance', the words "this Ordinance'
shall be substitutcd; and

10. Am€ndmcnt of sectiotr 19, OrdineDce X\alII of 1999. Jn the
said Ordinance,

(i) thc cxislinS provision of section l9 shall be numbcred as sub-
sectioo (l) rhereof and in suEsection (l), numbercd as aforesaid,-

(a) in claus€ (c), after the semi-colon, occurring ar the cnd, the
word "and" shallbe insertcd:

(b) in clause (d), for the expression "; and", occuninS at rhe end,
a full stop shall be substinrted; and

(c) clause (e) shall be re-numbcrcd as sub,seclion (2); and

(ii) 
'n 

sub-s€ction (2), re-numtrered as aforcsaid,

(a) lbr the word "any", occu.ring at the bcginning, the word
"Any" shall be substitut€d; ard

(a) after the word "is", occurring for thc first time, the words
'required ro be'shall be inscrtcd; and

(b) in clause (iD, for the scmi colon, a coma shall be substiruted

(b) after the wo.d "information"
s€ction (1)" shall be inseaed.

the expression "under sub-

11. AmendEent of s€ction 21, Ordinence XVIII of 1999.-ln thc
said Ordinarce- -

(i) lhe existing provision of section 2t shau be numbered as suu
section (l) thereofand in sub-section ( l), numbered as .foresaid, -
(a) in clause (e), after th! semi colon, crccurring at the end, the

word "and" shall be added;



Pr8!l THE GAZETTE OF PAKISTAN, [XTRA., MAY 30, 2021 315

(b) in clause (fl, for thc expression "; and". a full stop shall bc

substituted;and

(c) clause (h) shall be re-numbered as sub-section (2); and

(ii) in sub-section (2), re-numbered as aforesaid,-

(a) for the word "norwirhstandrnS", thc word "Notwilhslandins"
shall be substituted: and

(b) for thc word "hereinabove", th€ expression "in sub-section (l)"
shall be su bstituted.

ll. ABendment of sectiotr 30, Ordimnce XvI[ of 1999. In thc
said Ordinance, in section 30, in sub-section (a), for lhe word "court", the word
"Court'' shall be subsrituted.

14. Amendm€nt of sedior 3lD, OrdiDrncc XVIII of 199. lnthe
said Ordinance, in sechon 31D, in the proviso, for the word "conduct", the word
"conducted" shall be substitutcd.

15. Amcndment of section 3lDD, Ordirence XVIII of 1999.-ln thc

said Ordinance, in seclion 31DD, after tltc word "Board", lhe words "ot credit
committcc" shall be inserted.

16. Amendmenl of section 32, Ordimtrcc XVIII of 1999. In thc
said Ordinance, in section 32, in suLsectron (a), for the words "ofthe Province
where", the words "under whosejurisdiction" shall be substituted.

17. AmcDdment of s€ction 33, Ordir.trce XVIII of 1999. ln the

said Ordinance, in section 33, aflor the word "Province", the words "o. area of
jurisdiction" shall be insened.

12. Ametrdment of section 28, Orditrrnce XvI[ of 1999.-ln thc
said Ordinancc, in section 28, in suEsection (a), for lie word 'tcrm", the word
"terms" shall be substituted.

TAHIR HI]SSAIN,
Secrctdry.
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