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No. F. 22(16)/2023-L€gis.-The following Act of Majlis'e'Shoora
(Parlia.f ,rEnt) is deemed to have beer asscEled to by the President l,.e.,/2lsl April,
2021 Bnder clause (2) ofAnicle 75 ofthc Consritulion ofthe Islamic Republic of
Patislan. It is hereby published for general information:
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(2) Il shall come into force at once

AND wHERr^s Arljcle I0A, ol rhc Constilu(io,r marrlatcd righl 1lr fair
trial and due process. Anicle .l ot' the (bnsrilution guarantccs lreatment in
accordarce with la\r', Anicle 25 of thc (i)nstiruriql p{ohibi6 drscrinii!*iiry
rflatmml snd nshl ol appeal is d u ;vc^al fundammlal Dnnchle of
iu-isprudence and lsla,r guarantces .;Bht ofappeal, rhercli)re. FUrsuanr oiAnicle
I i 5 (2) read lvrth .\n cle I gl ofthe Constiluion lhis Ia\\ is being enactedi

AND \t'Hl Rr \\ it ts e\pcdrell r,, rrdhe z la$ pro\ di4g for cenrin
prxctioes and procedures ofthe Suprcmc Cinrrl.

I1 is hereby enacted as follows:

I Shorl litle aDd commcnccmcrt- 1iI This Acl shall bc called rhe
Sr prcmc Courl (Praclice and Procedure) Acl. 1021.

2. Conslitution of Benches.- 11) Every cause, 3ppeal or matter
before the Supreme Court shall be h€ard and disposed ofby a Bench constituted
by the Committcc comprising the Chief Justice of Pakistan and two next most
se lior Judges. in order of seniority.

a2) Soon alier commencement of this Act, the Comrnitlee constituled
under sub-section (l) shall hold its first meeting to detennine its propedure,
including for holding m€etings aIId constitution ofBenches elc.:

Providcd thal. lill such time the procedure is determlned under this sub-
section, the me€ting ofthe Committee for lhe purpos€s ofsub-scction ( l) shall be
convened by the Chief Justice or other t\\'o membeE of lhe ( omminec, as the

(3) I hc decisions ofthe Comrnittee shall be by majoriry

3. Excrcisc of original jurisdictioo by the Suprcmc Court.-Any
m,rtter iNoking cxercise of orieinal iurisdicrion under clause (.1) of Anicle lE4
of the Constitution shall bc firs! placed before the Commiflee constituted under
section 2 for examinarion and if rhe Committee is oathe \iew lhar a question of
public importance s th refcrcnce to enforcemcnt of anv of the Fundamental
Rights conferred by ( haptcr I of Part tt 01 thc Const;rirrion is involved. ir shall
constitute a Bench co,nprising not less thaD three Judges olthe Supreme Court oI
Pakistan \!hich nrav also include the mernbers ofthe Comfiittee, tor adjudication
of the mafter.
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4. Itrterprctrtiotr of lhe Constitution.-ln th€ matteB wherc
interpretation of the constitutional provision is involved, Committce shall
constitute a Bench comprising not less dan five Judges ofthe Supremc Court.

5. Appell.il) Ar appeal shall lie wilhin thirty days from an order
of a Bench exercising jurisdiction under clause (3) of Article lt4 of the
Constitution to a larger Bench of the Suprcne Coun and such appeal shall,
within a period not exceeding fourteen d.ys, be fixed for hearing.

(2) The right of appeal under sub'section (l) shall also be available to
aa aggrieved person against whom an order has been made under clause (3) of
Adcle I E4 of the Constitution, prior to lhe commencernent of this Act:

Provided that the appeal under this sub-section shall be filed wi6in thirty
days oftha commenccmenl ofthis Act.

6. Right to rppoint .!uD!.1 of choice.-For filin8 a revie*
application under Article I8E offte Constitution, a palty shall have rhe right !o'
appoint counsel of i1s choice.

Expldnalion: For the purpose of this section, 'couns€l' shall m€sn an

Advocata ofthe Supreme Court.

7. Applicrtiotr for fir-rtion of urgetrt tnitters.-An application
pleading urgency or seeking interim relief, filed in a cause, appeal or matter, shall
be fixed for hearing within fourteen days from the date ofits filing.

t. Aca to ovcrrid. other hlv! etc--The provisions of this Acl shall
have eflect notwithstaodinS an}(hirlg contsined in any other law, rules or
regulations fo. the time bcing in force or judgm€nt of any Court including the
Supreme Coult and a High Court.

TAHIR HUSSAIN,
Secretary.
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