[ A, INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]
A
BILL

further to amend the Pakistan Penal Code 1860 (Act XLV of 1860)

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 (Act XLV of
1860) for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act may be called the Pakistan Penal Code
(Amendment) Act, 2023.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Insertion of new Section 462-FA, Act XLV of I860.- In the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860
(XLV of 1860), after section 462-F, the following new Section 462-FA, shall be inserted

namely:-
"462-FA, Cognizance.- (1) The Court shall try an offence punishable
under this chapter.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 or any
other law for the time being in force, the Court shall not take cognizance under this
chapter except on a complaint made, with reasons to be recorded in writing along with full
particulars of the offence committed under this Chapter, by a duly authorized officer not
below BPS-17 of the Government or the distribution company, as the case may be.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

It has been observed that employees of distribution companies falling under the purview
of Chapter XVII-A of the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860, have been filing frivolous complaints/FIRs
to settle personal disputes through the abuse of process. The matter has been reported as 2022
MLD Peshawar 1517. It has been observed that Chapter XVII-A was inserted into our
jurisprudence vide Act No. XX of 2011 and subsequently another Chapter XVII-B vide Act No.
VI of 2016 with regard to offences pertaining to electricity.

2. Since the incorporation vide Act No, VI of 2016 foresaw the requirement contained in
Section 462(0); it is imperative to harmonize the concept of cognizance contained in the said
two Chapters. Since title of oil and gas in Pakistan vests with the citizens of Pakistan, its theft
causes losses to the national exchequer, therefore, it is necessary to ensure that FIRs/ Complaints
are lodged by authorized officials of the State and distribution companies to curtail frivolous

litigations.
2. This Bill aims to achieve the aforesaid objectives..

Sd/-
MS. ASIYA AZEEM,
Member, National Assembly
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