
ITO BE INTRODUCED IN THE N.{TIONAI- ASSf,MBLYI

A

Eilt

to ptovide tor cedain practices and procedures of tha Sup reme Couft

WHEREAS Article 191 of the Constitution provides thal subjecl to the

Constitution and the law, the Supreme Court may make rules r€gulating the

practice and procedure of the Supreme Court;

AND WHEREAS it is expedient to make a law providing for certain

practices and procedures of the Supreme Court;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. short title and commencement- (1) This Act shall be called the

Supreme Court (Practice and Procedure) Act, 2023,

2. Constitution of benches.-{1) Every cause, appeal or matter

before the Supreme Court shall be heard and disposed of by a bench constituted

by the Committee comprasing the Chief Jugice of Pakistan and two sonior most

judges, in order of seniority.

(2) The decisions of the Committee shall be by majority

3. Exerciss of original lurisdiction by the Supreme courl- Any

matter invoking exercise of original jurisdiction under clause (3) of Article 184 of

the Constitution shall be first placed betore the Committee constituted under

section 2 for examination and if the Committee is of the view that a question of

public importance with reference to enforcement of any of the turdamental rights

conferred by Chapter I of Part ll of th€ Constitution is involved, it shall constitute

a bench comprising not less than three judges of the Supreme Court of Pakistan

which may also include the members of the Committee, for adjudication of the

matter.

(2) lt shall come into force at once.



4. Appcrl,- An app€al shall lie within fiidy days from d fnll order of a

bcncfi of the Supreme Court who gxerciaed juriedic,tion under dau3e (0) of Ardd.
18{ of the Const'hfion to a largor bench of he Suprema Coun and sudr appeal

8hall, br h6arir€, be fixod within a pEriod not oxcseding fourto€n day6.

6. Rlght to eppoint counsel of cholce.- For fling a review

appllcation under Artide 188 of lhg Constitution, a party shall have the right to

appoint counsel of its choice.

.A.ptanadoni For lhe purpose of this seclion, 'counsel' shall msan an

Advocste of the Supreme Court.

6. Applicatlo[ for flxatlon of urgont mattBrs.- An ,application
pleadlng utgency or seeking interim relief, fled in a 6ause, appcel or mltter, shall

be flxed for hearirg within fourteen days from th€ date of its fiing.

7. Acl to overrlde other law3 etc.- The provisions of thk Ad shall

havo etrecd mtwithstandlng anything contained in any other la{r, rules or

regulations tor the time being ln force or fiOgmenf of any Court including the

Supreme Court and a High Court.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AI\TD REASONS

Whereas, the exercise of original jurisdiction by the Supreme Court under

clause (3) ofArticle 184 ofthe Constitution has bcen a subject of discussion by

various forums with respect to invoking of suo otu powcrs, coEtifutioo of

benches and the absenc€ ofright ofappeal.

Whereas, in order to ensure right of free trail and due process of Law as

enshrined under Article l0A ofthe Constitution.

Whereas, applicatiors filed by early hearing of a cause, appeal of matier

are not fixed for hearing ard it is expedient to address this issue.

And wbereas it is the right of every citizen under article 10A of the

Constitution to appoint a counsel of his choice which ought to the review of

ca.ses filed under Article 188 ofthe Constitution.

The Bill has been designed to achieve the aforesaid objec'tive.
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